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“ut&*m.“&.&h*--b
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/0the 6,000 Vinds=tust 15~ mpehs VisiMlity bads Seven sirereft wers reqe
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(Cont* !hu'ln new Airorew consisting of four Pilots, five Observers, three Wireless Operator Air Gunno¥s
| a1 N,C.0.'s, arrived from o, 16 0.T.U, Upper Heyford, on posting.

| Weather Gloud 2/10ths at 150 ' Wind N.W. 10-15 mep.h. Visibility 2,000 yards Slight hase.
At 1000 hours Unit was requested to supply one Fresiman orew for night operation.  This was'
‘mlxdntm»mdmmmm-wmnmm. At 1930 hours, three
nmn-uva-nuuu-mﬂwm-nummmnnmcm'wv
‘m-o-u—'. the Cruiser 'Prins’, 'Bugen’ and an escoré of Destroyers and ‘B-Boats's These

]an-uw.cmmn'mmn—ommmnmz.m

Woathar:-Cloud 4/10ths inereasing to 10/10ths 2000-3000* Wind S.W. 15-25 mep.hs Visiddlity 24
‘miles. Intermittent rain and snew, nmmsmmwmt.umnw
lw-unnud,nnomrl-nddm“muhn@imrorwt

| ationse Ac»pmu-ﬂmm.m-muqmdm-.umh-&“*
| operations were also camceMed for the Squadron. At 1143 hours orders came thoough that the
mwmhﬂhﬂ&-t-‘-Mn,ﬁ.WMn“M
‘Mmhm‘um‘m-mumm.nmsmmunmn.m-
immmuwnwm The Squedron detailed three sectipns of three
Muhcnmm..-m—mummm-mmm
Officer. Atwmmdwmmmw&wnwum Botween
1442 and 1452, hours, eight aireraft took off, for the attack. One aircraft landed with englf
trouble at Hershan-8t, Palth. m‘wmmwlaummdmmnu
NM“%MMMW”MMMW‘M:M&M%“
mmmun-u.ncmummnm-,mmu—b.ﬂ

nhomt“rl*hﬁ. hmmum”m.w




Summary of Events.

'mumwquﬁ&.mm, Nodndeu‘utbauod-‘cnnthmx

W)utuplv'ﬂqlu.u,mht—updwnﬁhnmdmtmmth-mv.
The mine-laying opexations were cancelled as the crews detailed for this had already part-

I

£ PR fac A R .

Weather: - Clouds nil, wind west,:veeering morth-west. 10-15 m.p.h., visibility 4~6 miles, Three

airoraft were required for night operations, The Squadron wes stood down st 13,25 hours. Local

flying was carried out. W/C. N.W. Tismerman, D.50.#, D.P.C,, re-assumed command of the Squedrom

vice W/C. D.A.R. Bradshaw, on return from leave. W/C. Bredshaw proceeded to N.lLuffemham =from

Balderton for Operational flying. :

Weather:- Clouds 3/10ths, becoming 10/10ths at 3-4000', Wind North-west 5-10 m.p.h. Visibjlity

‘5000:&. At 10,25 hours Squadron was required to supply four aircraft for night operstions and
three aireraft for A.A. co-cperstion exercises. Airoraft took off between 18.00 and 18,16 hours.
for night operations. Two sircraft returned early "'h“ to heating being unserviceable, and the
remaining two airoraft fully bombed % t (MANBIEIN). Two, sircraft carried out succes-

f -m} AA, oo:mnum exsrcises. . : F . !
Weather: - Clouds 10/10ths 4-6000'. Wind north-west at 5 m.p.h. backing to n.n.e. 10 m.p.h. At 10.34
hours 'the Squadron was stood down for operatioms. No flying wes carried out during tb.‘du.
Weather: - Clouds 10/10ths 2-30507, Wing north-oast at 5 m.p/h. . Visibility 4000 yds. At 09,40 houxs

| the Squadron was required té sypply five: experienced and two for night mine-layihg A0l

operstions. Alrcraft took off betweem 17.30 and 17.40°hours. Two-siroraft returned early, one  |A.406
A.408

iummmzmmmﬂo.mnm the. rear guuners' cscape hatch Jammed open. Pour
1aid their mines successfully, but one was unable to pin-point itself and brought the mine back to |A.410
| base. Looal flying and night flying tests were carried cut during the day. |
:luﬁhon- GClouds 10/10ths at 3000'. Wing east 15-20 m.p.h. The Squadron was stood down at 10.55
ihau-. P/. A:SN. Pis, D,P.C,, wad retuiméd té Balderton td take charge of the training airerew.

| The serviceable aircraft were moved to Langar from Dalderton to carry out treining there. (Comt'd,

|
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D B, | (cont’ @)
N, LUFPEILAN |17.2.42) Aircraft were collected from *
N. LUFPENHAM 18.2.52‘ . ilum-r}ﬁ Clouds 10/10ths 2000'. Wind north-east veering esst 15-20 m.p.h. Intermittent smow sotms.
F At 10,00 hours Squadron requested a supply of three emperienced and two freshmen crews for night
operations. At 13.30 hours freshmen crews were cancelled, The three experienced grews took off at
|17.15 hours and laid their mines supoessfully. Two sircreft landed at Woodhall-Spa, snd one landed

ty, and St. Paith

|
! | at Swanton-dorley. [

LUFPRIHAN 119.2.«’.‘1 }'Olthn- 10/10ths Clouds at 1000'. Wind northesast 10-15 m.p.h. Visibility 2-6 miles. At 09.40 '

| |hours Squadron was stood down for operations as was the remainder of the (roup. Aircraft diverted |

‘m- the previous night's operations were refumed to base. Due t9 the unsutiability of the

lat Langar all the airoraft were returned to Balderton for traiming. Two aircraft wers oollected

f’r«- Little Rissington. Local night flying took place at Balderton.

Weather: - Clouds 10/10tha at 1000'. Wind light and variable.. Visidbility 2-6 miles. At 09,50 hours|

|Squadron was required to supply four experienced and two. freshmen crews. At 16,10 hours freshmen

i-n cancelled for operstions but were required to do oroes countyy trainming flights. At 17.40

‘hour- operations and cross oountry flights were camoelled. Ome aircreft was ocollected from

(Wattishas. Cross country flights and local flying was carried cut from Baldertos. Wing Commander

‘)l.'. Timserman, D,8.0., D.P.C., assumed oowpand of R.A.F. Station Syerston vice Group Ceptain R.T.

Taffe, 0.5.K, , who prooseded on leave. |

:21.2.521 [Westhor: - Clouds 10/10ths st 5000'. Wind morthesast 10-15 m.p.h. Intermittent snow storss.

| [V4sibility 2-4000 yds. Six freshman crews were required for mine laying operations but were oan-

|oelled at 15.15 hours. Looal flying was oarried cut at Balderton.

Nesther:~ Clouds 10/10ths at 2000'. Wind morth at 5-10 m.p.h. Visibility 2-4000 yds., except in

snow storms. At 11.40 hours six freshoan crews and two experiesced crews wers

t 16,50 hours the fres _expurionced crews took off at 10,15 hours

s i

|
|
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l(oeu:'a) ;
|but oould not locate the target, the floating dock at WILHELMSHAVEN, due to 10/10ths clouds with

poor visibility. Local day and might flying took place at Balderton. F/Sgt. C.S. Sanderson, pilot,

|on completion of his operations tour was posted to 1506 Blind Approsch Training Flight at Waddington,
23.2.42 Weather:~ 10/10ths at 3000', but down to 800' in snow storms. Wipd morth 5-10 m.p.h. Visibility |
‘ 3000, Podtiie: s w n it P s Ao ROMRL S DR &k 35,00 howrs et |
operations were cancelled. Loocal flying was carried out at Balderton. The Squadron Adjutant |
proceeded on leave and his duties were assmed by Pilot Officer R. Bottomley. |
Weather:~ 10/10ths clouds at 2-4000'. Wind north 10-15 m.p.h. Visibility 4~6 miles except in nu.;h‘

snow storms, Five experienced and five freshman crews were required for mine Jaying operations.
All aircraft took off between 15,20 and 19,50 hours. Three sircraft successfully laid their mines
in the primary position, one aircraft in the alternative position and three aireraft unable to pin-

‘pﬁht their positions brought their mines back to base. TWo aircraft returned early, ome through
|engine trouble, and one through compass trouble. One aircraft had the mine hang-up and after un-

| succesafully attemfiping to jettison returned with losd to base. Local fying was carried out.lty

| day and night at Balderton.

LUFFRIBLAN | 25.2.52 Wegther; - 10/10ths at 2000'. Visibility 4 miles. Wind north-seat 10-15 m.p.h. Two freshsen were
required for mine.laying operations. These aircreft took off at 18,30 hours but both returmed earl

owing -to unfavourable weather and one had its heating unserviceable. Local flying was carried out
|at N.laffenhsa and Baldertom, and local and night cross occuntry flights were oarried out firom
#Bnldorun. One airoraft was collected from Aston-Dowms

Weather; - Tlouds 10/10ths at 1500', Wind north-north-sast at 10-15 m.p.h. Visibility 4 miles, with
| now atorns i the moming. Pive expericaoed snd four freshemn crvs vers roquired for mine lmn‘{

5
1
1
i

ap-r-uou Alroraft took off at 18,30 hours. Four aircraft successfully laid their =ines in the
.mpuu-,mmmruwmunwmvummrmno-. Tow adr~ |
| araft wore collected from Kirk-Bride. Local and night cross country flying took place from Balde WS
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=
foroup Gaptain R.T. Taffe, O.B.E., re-assumed command of R.A.F., Station vice Wing

[M.W, Timmerman, D.S.0., D.F.C., Flight Iieutenant Dunlop MadKensie was posted to 106 Squadron.

Weather:- Clouds 10/10ths at 1000'. Wind north-east 10 m.p.h., becoming nil in afternocon. Visibility AL36 AT
|24 miles. Three freshman were required for mine laying operations and took off st 16,30 hours.

One aircraft retumed early owing to bad weather conditions, the other two sucpessfully laid their

.  One experienced crew was required for s low level attack on the "Scharmhorst® in the ﬂ.ub—j
|

ing dock at WILMSLMSHAVEN, tut due to bad weather this was cancelled. An air firing programse was

%uooouml] oarried out at Coningsby and photographs were taken of Winthorpe and Balderton serodromds.
i ‘ t@tmtmmmlledduﬁwbdmm. |
i2i3.2.l.2‘i eather: - 10/10ths clouds at 1000' with patches at 800'. Wind south-weat at 10 m.p.h. Visibility ‘
| | {2-6 miles. Six experienced and four freshman were required for mights operations. At 17.00 hours l
lall operations were cancelled . Cross and local night flying exsrcises were carried out from ‘
[Balderton.
HOIOURS AXD AYARDS,
Extract from London Gasette dated 10th Pebruary, 1942 - The KING has been greciously plesssd to
japprove the following award:- DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL. - N.E.402136 Sergesnt James Phillip
’hnv-, Royal New Zealand Air Force No, 408 (R.C.A.F.) Squadron. Ome night in Jamuary 1942, this

mman was the pilot f an aircraft wiich bombed Emden. The aircraft was subsequeatly attacked and |

f damaged by the fire from two enemy fighters. Sergeant Parrow received a slight wound in the
leg amaaxtag sxit and the remaining mebers of the crew were seriously wuaded. In the face of & |
harsssing situstion, Sergeant Parrow ondered the crew to absndon aircraft. Unaware that his mes- '

had not been mmummmmmuwi

alome in the airoraft, he finally evaded his attackers and set an app: course for
R
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{ Flying & badly damaged aircraft, on a dark moonless night, and with no instruments to aid him,

Parrow 11y d this country where he made a safe landing with the under-carriage
&mtm&ed. By his skill and resolution, he saved both his aircraft and, unknowingly, his wounded
im-._ This aimman has participated in many operstions missions and has always shown courage and |
{ tenscity worthy of high preise. |
Extract of London Gasette dated 13th Pebruary, 1942, -

BAR 70 THE DISTINGUISHED PLYDNG CROSS.

Acting Squadron Leader Arthur Chemberlain PitfClayton, D.F.C., (No. 41664).

DB DISTINGULSIED FLYING GROSS.
Acting Flight Lieutenant Anthony Stanley Mortimer Pim, (60566).
| Pilot Officer Hanlan Donald Richard Leroy Campbell, (87059).

THE DISTDVGUISHED FLYUG MEDAL.
No. 547325, Flight Sergeant Donald Poster.
CAN/R. 68070, Sergeant William Leonard Reinhart
| COMMISSIONS,
366294, Temporsry Flight Sergeant Gibbs, R.F.T., Senior N.C.0, in charge of "C" Flight, was
sppointed to commissioned renk in the Technical Engineering hranch,R.A.F.) w.e,f. 18.2.42, and

was posted to R.A.P. Station Uxbridge.

The following aircrew have slso been appointed to comsisaions (pllot) - N,Z.402237, Sergeant Beavex,
| P RNLEAR ) we.f, £5.2.42,

! (Pilot) N,2.402158, Sergsant Beck, R.C.S.(R.N.Z.AP,) woe.f, 15.2.52.

| (Pilot) N.Z,402136, Sergeant Parrow, J.P, (RN.Z.AF.) w.e.f. §5.2.42.

| (Observer) R.68070, Sergsant Reinhart, W.L., D.RAL, (R.C.AP.) w.e.f. 5.2.42.

i (Observer) R.71765, Sergeant Wood, A.W. (R.C.LE.) w.e.f. 5.2.42.
| (Qbeerver) R.53933, Sergesant Praser, LEE (R.C.AF, ) wee L. 5.2.42.
| (Observer) 919476, Sergesnt Dillon, BB, (R.A.P.) w.e.f. 5.2.42.
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| coMMTSSIONS,
L (W/0P/ad) 928629, Sergeant Lancaster, J.R. (Rl w.e.f. 9.2.42.

| PROMDTIONS,

| B/0. A/F/Lt. W/S.N, Constance, (R.N.Z.A.P.) was promoted to the rank of Acting Squadron leader and
assumed command of "C* Flight w.e.f. 16th Jemuary, 1942.

[ B/0. C.S. Dowie, (R.C.A.F,) was promoted to the renk of Acting Flight Lisutenant w.e.f, 16th

| Junuary, 1942.  B/0. W.B. Brown, (R.C.A.F.) was promoted to the resk of Acting Flight l.tout-mtz

1 w.e.f. 11th Jamuary, 1942.  P/O. R.J. Hardinghan, (R.C.A.F.) was prosoted to the renk of Acting |
Flying Officer w.e.f. 29th August, 1941, as "C* Flight Navigation Officer. P/0. A/R/O. J.C. |
Pisher, has been pramoted to Aoting Flight Licutenant as Squadron Bombing Leader 19th September,

| 1941,
FOSTINGS - AIRCEEN.

Flight Lieutenant Dunlop MacKenszie (Pilot) to 106 Sguadwon w.e.l. 26th Pebruary, 19.2. |
' 754839, Flight Sergeant §anderson, C.S., (Pilot) $to'd506 B.A.T. Flight, Waddington, w.e.f. 19.2.42.
F/0. T.W. Dench, (Air Observer) to R.C.A.F. Headquartsra, supernusary, for loan to Sritish Oberseas
Airways Co-operstion, w.e.f. 3lat Jamary, 1942.
Twelve N.C.0. Airorew were posted from Ne. 16°0.T.U., on the 10th Pebruary, 1942. P/0. D.J.
Williams, (R.C,A.P.) was posted from No, 14 0.T.U. on the 26th February, 1942.
VISITS A0 INSPRCTIONS.

The Squadron wes visited at X,Luffenhin and Balderton on the 1ith Pebrusry, 192, by Flight Lisut-
enant Porster, §.C.A.P.Press Lisiscn Officer. B/0. MoGillivray and Mr. Louis Hunter of the |
Cansdisn Press to interview the crews who had taken part in the attack on the German Battleships |
in their escape through the Straits of Dover.
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Aircrew -~ The health of the Squadron has been generslly good, and the usual oause of illness have
been upper respiratory infection of a minor nature. Two aircrew members, who have been suffering
from chronic bronchitis and P 1y, and who have made four and two
operatiopal trips only, as compared to the 1onof57ull59ﬂ\rlmunlos:ldu- to illne
during the past four or five months, have been to the ap specialists at R.A.F.
Hospital, Reuceby, with & view to reconsidering their physioal fitness for flying duties. Squadran
Leader Burnett, D.F.C., is in R.A.F. Hospital Morgosmbe, following injuries received in a crash |
when returning from operstions on the night of the 15th Jamsry, 1942., and is progressing n-u-rui-
torily. Sergeant W. Millward who was wounded when attacked by an enemy night fighbr over Germsny |
on the night of 2lst Jamary, 1942, is in Preston Hall Hospital, Maidestone, Kent, and is yrlgx‘--*xg
satisfactorily, Sergeant Palmer is in City Hospital, Darby, suffering from pneusonia. |

| Grouna Crew - The incidentg of illness in ground persounel has inoreased. This increase of illness
|

|

|

can be attriduted to the variability and severity of the weather combined with the general living
| conditions at Dalderton. _ It is expected that the living conditions will improve rapidly as a
permanent sewerage systen,amking electricity and other improvements are to be installed shortly.
4s is to be expected as this time of yeer, greater part of the illnesses have been due to upper
respiretory infections of a minor natyre. .
TRADONG PHOGRESS,
| Due to contimued unserviceability of Balderton aergdrome subseguent to the heavy snowfall and thaw,
the trainipg airorew were sent on ten days leave. On the 17th February, 1942, training might and
| day was resumed and satisfactory progress has been made in both day and night flying. Alrcrew
are being given a minilum of ten hours night flylng before being sent on operations. This extrs
training after being posted from an 0.7.U. has proved its -orﬁe by getting airorews and pilots,
in particular, into the operational atmbsphere bf a’ Squadron and giving them a final polish before
being sent over enemy territory. A small amount of air firing practices has alsc been done.
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i ek
(Cont'd)
Pive pilots have completed the Blind Approach Treining Course.
| sngasmaTION.
| The administration of the Squadron and the operational efficiency has been greatly hampered by the

| faot of having an operational flight at North luffenham, Squadron Headquarters, the majority of
| ground persomnel, training siroralt, etc., at Balderton, sircrew and a maintensnce perty for major |
| over-hafils at Syerston. However, the Squadron has menaged successfully to meet all operational “

4 s and do a al amount of training. Ithhoped,dthinamhu-,tobonu4

to operate from Balderton and these difficulties should be eased considerably by the return of our|

detached operational flight,
AIRCRAPT ON CHARGE,
There were twenty-seven Hampden aircraft om this Squadron's charge as of the 28th FPebruary, 1542.
UNIT AS AT FREU, 1
R.C.ALP. (0fficers) Aircrew: 11 Ground Grew: 2 R.C.A.P,
RC.AP, (U.8,A) HQ * ¥ R.C.a.F. - (U.8.A))
2 RAF.

R.AP,
RAP.  (OAN,) Fil R.AP.  (OAN,)
| RNEAP HA RNZ.ALP,

DL SEECTH xS

OPERATIONAL, NON-OPERATIONAL & TRADNING FLYING TIMES - JO. 408 (R.C.AJF.) SQUATRON, BALDERTON
FOR THE MONTH EMDING PEVRUARY2S, 1942,

Operational Flying Hours - (Day) 32.50
- (might) 179.50  212.40
Non-Operational Plying Hours = 55 3
s e o) 260 (]
Flying Tredning Hours - (Day) 57.25 Officer
élwﬂ) Tieed5 No. 408 (R.C.A.P.) Squ

(ur‘-:) Alrorew; }g"

(N.¥, Tiswerman) Wing




