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Our File Nos 8,47-20-406 (DAS)

CANADA

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
OVERSEAS HEADQUARTERS

SECRET

BoMBER MAIL

20. LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS,
LONDON. wW.C2.

6th July 1946

The Secretary,

Department of National Defence for Air,
Lisgar Building,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Operations Record Book - No. 405 S8quadron - April, May and
November 1944

1. May the following correctims be made to the
subjeot Operations Record Books, please:

(a) April
9t5‘10th - As there was one hang up, F,540 was correct in re- [/

porting 83 x 1000 M.C. dropped by seven afc. It
is not now possible to identify the particular a/c.

10th/11th - (i) Reason a/c "J" made two runs was 1 x 1000 M.C. L

hung up on first rum. (ii) Amend F.540 bombing

time to read 0347 to 0403 hours. (1ii) Amend F,541
for bombing height of &/c "O" to read 15,500 feet.
(iv)Times for "U™ were Ups 0149 hrs Downs 0531 hrs.

1lth/12th - A/c "V" had 1 x 1000 MG hang up, which accounts for
the 129 x 1000 M.C: noted by F.540 as load dropped.

18th/19th - (i) Times for "W" were Up: 2156 hrs Downs 0056 hrs. (/
(ii) Amend time of attack for "B" (on Noisy-Le-Sec)
to read 2355.34 hrs. (1i1) Bombing times given by
F.540 did not include flare dropping. "Load released"
at 2323 hrs by "Y" referred to flares. Bomb load was
released at 2333 as stated by F.541.

(1) Bomb load for "E" was 14 x 1000 M.C. (ii) Delete
from F.541 for "J" snd "E" the statement "Arrived on
time", Bombing time was 2340 hours and exact bombing
times for three supporters was 2346.30, 2341,07 and )
2343,64; so F.540 statement that "three supporters §
were 11%# minutes late between them" is correct.

(ii1) F.641 should indicate that visual markers brought
T.I.'s back to base, (iv) "2" is designated as Master ‘
Bomber snd Visual Marker but flight colwm gives no
agcoumnt of activities as such. As smoke prevented
identification of target, only instructions given were
"Go for the greens".

(1) Delete from F,540 reference to 420 x 4 1b X" in-
ocendiaries for bomb load on first operation. F.54l is
correct in indicating 50 x 4 1b "X" incendiaries csrried
by two a/c omly, (ii) Although only one a/c reports
flak snd searchlights in F.541, Intelligemce reports
indicate F.540 correct in reporting fighters, flak aad
searchlights. (111; Bombing time for "O" should be
0114.12 hours. (iv) "G" should indicate om Fo541 that

1 x 1000 1b bomb hung up. {v) Amend first bombing time
of ™" to read 0008 hours. General - Amend total number
of sorties specified by F.541 to read 110,




(b) lllz
General - Total operational sorties were 156.
(¢) November

6th - Bomb load for "H" was 1 x 4000 H.C. Minal N/Inst., £~
== 8 x 1000 ANM 65 TD.025, 6 x 500 M.C. T.D.025. /.

18th - (i) Amend F,540 to state 33x500 M.C. were dropped.
(11) Flight colum should indicate &/c "™D" brought
1 x 500 M.C. back to base.

27th - (i) Add to F.540 a/o "0" and "P" as bringing flares

—  back. (4i) Target was Freiburg. (iii) Amend bomb load
of "C" to read 5 x 1000 ANM 659 T™.025, all of which
were dropped as indicated by F.540,

30th - Amend bomb load to read 2 x 1000 ANM 69,1 x 7 Cluster ’2
—  R/Y Store Cap. 6, 1 x 4000 HC Minal N/I, 2 x 1000 MCID. ,

025, 6 x 500 G.P., T™.025.

Thompson )
for A,0.Ce=in-C., R.C.A.F. Overseas
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Our Pile No: S.47-20-405 (D4S)

. .t

13th December 19544
The O0ffioer Command ing,
No. 405 (RCAF) Squadron,
Gransden Lodge,
Sandy, Beds.

Operations Record Book - May and November, 1944

1. In detailing operations such good work is being done by
your diary officer that inconsistencies noted botween F.540 ang
F.541 seem trivial by comparison. While the following points fall
within this oategory, it will be understood that this Headquarters
is just as anxious as the unit to have the 8quadron's permanent
records as aocurate ae it is possible to make them.

\

2. Prom this viewpoint, the following inconsistencies
in the a/m Operutions Record Books are pointed out:

(a) My

i) In some instances the number of operational hours shown
in the daily entries om F.540 do not agree with the
number given by F.541: e.g., in the Ghent attaok,
10th/11th May, F.540 gives 36:32 hrs, whereas F,541
indicutes 33:32; 22nd/23rd, Lo Mans attuck, F.540 gives
40316 hra, and F,541 gives 3}:11 hrs. Other minor
variations oocur 21/22, 22/2%, 24/25, 27/28 und 31st May,/
lst June,

F.540 gives 150 operational sorties while 155 are listed
on F,541,

(b) November

Bomb load as recorded in F.540 coes not ugree with
F.541.

Bomb load of "H" PB.229 1s not given in F.541.
Bomb loads given by F,540 wnd F.541 do not agree,

Bomb loads given by F,540 enc F,541 do not agree, for
Operations "Munster". For operation "“anne Lickel"
F.641 states "V" PB.G653 returned to base with

2 x 500 M.C., wt F.540 says 35 x 500 N.C. were
dropped and F,541 lists 36 x 500 VW.C. as being
carried.,

F.640 states for "Freiburg" (also spelled Freisburg in
F.541) mission that a/o "W", "B" and "g" brought flaces
back. F.541 gives "0" and "P" in adc¢iiion. For
Operations "Neuss", F.540 states 5 x 1000 ANMS59 were
dropped but F.541 lists only 3 x 1000 ANM59 (carried
by "C" PB.183).

(p.t.o.)




30th - For Operations -
3 x 1000 AW
F.541 1ist

. NO ANNS9,

"Duisburg", F,540 states

wore dropped.
"L" and ") und

TMB5 and 2 x 1000 Avus9
8 6 ANM6B5 (ocurried by

v
\

Y. R. Thompson) /¢
for A.0.Ce=1in-C,, R.C.AF., Overseas
‘L Jenking
S(Hls, 1)




