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Aircrait: Lancaster IIT No., ND.352 "T" of No, 405 Squadron

Date of Loss: 10/11th June, 1944 Target: Versailles Rly,
Jimetion

Cause of Loss: Fighter ettack followed by fire,
Position of Loss: Etampes area homewardbound
F/sgt. Gingras P,H, Nid Upper Guaner on 25th Operation
"inder of Crew:

Captain & Pilot: F/Lt., Stronach ILP., on 27th Operation

Nav 7ator: :4

Sk SONNOTS 2 P8 X on about- 25th

W/ {peratar: 5 g “harnhill A operation
Ft/Engineer: :

Air Bomber: F/0 Emery J,L. On 9th Operation

Rear Gunner: F/Set. D'Agenais J. on @bout 25th operation.

Base - Chelnsford - 5055 N 0045 E-=/5000 N 0118 E = Target -
42 N 0210 E = 4815 N 0130 E ~ 4847 N 0100 W = LS4LO N 0230 W -

. The Lancaster, whic! detailed to.act’as a Visual Backer-up, took off
from Gransden Lodsc at about . 245 hours. The outward flight was entirely without
incident and the target was rcached and bombed at zero + 15 fram 3,000 ft. The
target was covered with smolic and about 4/10"cloud but the T.I's werc dropped in
accordance with instructions received from the Master Bamber and the ck apprs.red
to be successful, Light flak was fairly active in the target area, no trc 3
froa it was experionced.

2 Alfter leaving the target the Lancaster ;ct .lear of cloud and climbed
stexlily on a straight course to_about 5-6,000 ft. at a specd of 170-18C knots,

There v ne e but clear ¢. slight and the visibility was excellcnt, About 15
minutes from t ¢ target, whilc still climbing, thc Lancaster was attacked without
any warning by 1 night fighter, The }iid Usper Guiner was keeping a look out astern
at the time and he could sgc that t!'.: Rosr Guwmner was also doing so, Both Gunners
were traversing their turrets contirnally s 3 cecp a watch on both sides, The
infor.ant is therefore confident + k . have come from underneath
although he h.s no direct.evide:ce .nai this wms The Lancaster carried VISUAL
MONICA, ™t the Wireless Operator did not report anyindicetion befare the attack.
The instru-en. had certainly been functioning satisiaccorily on the outward flight,

ire i ining the infarmant received of the attack was the sound of

thee aircraft, Impediately aftcrwards a large fire broke out in the
5 was Tiercest imsediately behind the inboard engine but spread
ig tn the outboard e:izine. At the time he got the impression that
both engir s werc on fire, but in retrospezt he lines to the opinion that the fire
originated in the wing, probably a ta: k, becouse the Lanca ‘ter continued to fly
perfectl” straight in a shallow glidc s lo..  as he remaincd in her, The port wing
did not appear to have becn hit 1
4, The Pilot now geve the order to abandon aircraft which Sgte Gingras
at once acknowledged. FH: was the first member of the crew to do so. He emphasisec
that the attack, the firc and the Captain's order followed one another in extremely
ropid succession ocecupying only a few seconds,

eeses/5




Sgt. Gingras imaediatcly removed his helaet and disconneoted his
1 oxygen supply. rienced sone difficulty in leaving his turre:
me time befare h ntually did so, head first, When he reached
he fusel ] wge Ylinding flame forvard which appeared to £111 the
ole fusclag nd stretch back aluost as far as his turret, He was about to don
S perachute when he heard the Wircless Operator screan twice, He put dovn his
achute and atteapted to make his way forward to his assistance, but the flares
T too fierce and he was farced to turn back ofter a few steps, He picked
arachute and Woved aft to the rear exit, clipping on the parachute as he
wvent al The left hand side fastened easils but the right hand clip would
not at first, He opened the door and iruc iately saw large tongues of
flame and snoke Streaming past the aperture from the trailing edge. of the wing,
He then managed to get the right clip of the parachute fastened and lcft at once
d first.- He saw no sign of the r Gunner before he left, but ho was so
blinded by the flames that it was difficult to distinguish anything,

Gingras pulled at the carrying L the parachutd far a few
C i 2 the ripecord, . When the 'chute
i t space but came to'while still in the air
: about 5-6,000 ft. He did not sée the ground at all
+t but landed confartably on very soft ground in a barlcy ficld in
l.ood of Liarmpes,

W o big fire on theground a few miles off which he
craf't and less than 1Q minutes after he landed he
m in flaaes, He saw or heard noth ng of any other
crew but he is of the opinion that there was ample time for the
Y i1 to bale out beforc he left, especially in view of the fact that
the Lancaster never perforned any unusual manoewvres a

317L4/5
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identified railwey lines. At OOLO hours appreximately,
0. dnstruoted to Bosb Northern TeL Tod; At 004012
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the mariers, Photegreph atteapted. lapded beses .
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«t-0033:12 hokrss - 9 2500 Gy Phyy ard-1-x-500 GPy by y !
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around
g %
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Toet, saw Maint Ted glow suggesting 2 Tel.s through
Sloud, Heerd Deputy MuC, say "Bomb centre of reds and
yelXows®. Qrvitted mnd went down tb 1,000 feets BStill
in cloud.’ Passed over
all, 0049

from 7,500 fest. I x 500 &P,
Up-at first attempt to jettisone. Releabed laters '
bass, 2

Btretus cumilus cleud, base,’ 2000 feet with.
visibility. lead released at 0047 hours from 1
- | foet-on contre of olusters of -yollew Bples.
Mo i, C instructed fo-oome below clouds Made second rune At
W Toughby DoHe 1003 hours; Ma G sa1d "Bund 10 pert of red Telese At 0045
(Sqme as |'x1), hours, M«Co instructed to bomb comoentratien of yellow T,I, s
“Wisus identified 2 reilway trains, Red T.I,s were on
the trelks and medium concentration of yellows spread betwesn
E L oS = ) Ul one e vIown

Macrry o
wny. BaxGood attack. Photogreph attempted. Landed baseds
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v ) )
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and-one white-lying epproximately 50 yards to Emst offiedss |
|Biver seen on run in, Thite T L xppeared to be South of
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ods Landed base.

released at OOL4.:5k hours frem 1
o red Tulim 8 mimrtes before target, heard M, Ci may
|"Basement 2,500 feet®, Went down and saw river and bridges
006 18 T. Lo Tying South East of target area, 0043
1re, hoard M» G say "Bomp red Tol,s®, Much macke over .
ot anl 2 fires, Ab We bombed.on red T.I.s, aircrect hii
Jburat of light flak. Many bomb bursts seen.over town.of ...
Tours, Starbeard fin holed by flak, Photogreph attempted,
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