SECRET.

200M. 7M1 P Led. S1—811

RAF. Form 540 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

See instructi for his form in K.R, and A.C.1., 2
oty zm,"l“m'wé‘i}i’%uid. e Sl o FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1942. : No. of pages used for day
s of (Unit or Formation). 405 R.C.A. F. SQUATRON, EEAULTZU.

Page No. ON&

notes in R.AF. Pod

T References
Place Date ‘ Time Summary of Events to

I=1242/| Yo Serties, s
OPERATION NO. in

f | Anti-Submerine Patrel Ne. 33, Bay of Biscay,
Five of eur o/c cempleted undventful patrels and returned te base without having s

Weatherrw - Lecal showers wi peor te bad visibility.
Ne Serties. ™ =
|_Veather. Fair with very geed visibility, deterierating nerthwards.

CPERATIQN XO. 172

Serties.

Anti-Submerine patroi Ne. 3k, Bay of Biseay. ‘
Three of our -37c completed reutins vatrels and returned to base witheut anythdng umsual to repert,

Feathdr: < Pair 1N Tiome waters Improving tewards west wit squalls,

Ne Sertiss, 2
Jeather:~  Variable, bad at beginning but gradually improving. Visibility never very pood, ’

| Ne. ies. ;
QGPERATION NO. 173

Anti-Submaride patrel No. 35 Bay of Biseay. - ’

Three ef eur a/c carried eut uneventful patrels and returned te bage safely, |

LI |

|

|

Weather:~ Cokd deterieating nertiwards with scattered showers,

| No Sertiss,
PERATION-NO, -7 :

Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne. 36 Bay of Biscay
“Four of @iy &/ TOOk erT eii patrel returned te base witheut having sighted anything umm te repert,

Weather:- Calm with scattered showers,

Yo Serties, 3 ‘
QPERATION 3. 175 ) |

AntivSubmarine patrel Ne, 37 Bay ef Biscay.
Our feur ;5:, returned te base after cempleting reutine patrels. with unaventful i D3

Weather:- Fair deteriotating tewards base with lecal showers and mederate visibility.

One day Sertis, (1:35 heurs) Cress-Ceuntry te R.A.F, Station, TOPCLIFFE,
QPERATTON NO. 176

Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne. 38 Say. of Bisoay.
Feur of our ;e were detailed fer patrols which were cempleted in bad weather and poor visibil:
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Begause of the adverse weather cenditiens eur Captains were diverted te ether landing fialds Lug "PY.(B/0.Calledge),
could net find aerodreme and landed near ADOVER in a plewed field. The a/c was but sli v damaged and the crew
mscaped. uninjured, -
Rather:- Lew cleud with slkght haze and peor vieibility,

Three day serties. (5.55 heurs) Lecal cress-oceuntry flight to R.A.F, SRADISHALL, cruiser ni‘i’ﬂi&tlop and lecal
D Prastice, -
OPERATION NO, 177
Bay of Biscay
carrying eur.their.patrels, "N".(SCT BURTON) - sighted.an. enemy- convey -and after
it was attacked by twe enemy J.U,88's at 12:16 heurs. They were first ghted at
abeut. 1000 Yards en the stb'd quarter ebove, mmmmemm.mwmwmu
600 yards, Our a/c teok evasive actien and P/0 K.R. Pay, the NpR/Gunner epened
wdcbnhmltwywummbem. Enemy &/6 Was observed te
mist, apparently eut ef centrel with smeke peuring eut ef stb'd engine. 1
Sgt A.E. Horne ebserved the ether entny a/e oircle eur ewn until it attacked from the stbfd
8/c breke wmay practically directly abeve. and. swkng back te 1
He again epene:
gained height and ence mere meneeuvered fer pesitien-and attack
i yards and as the enemy passed everhead, tle 1V notided smeke
straight acress the sth*a Qarter lesing heisht. K& 1t assed the
rear turret the R/E B/D Pay, gave a shert burst at 100 yards, altheugh the enemy a/c was already sp
e sew,  Beth gurmers ilsng with ether mambérs of the crew ebserved the enemy a/c hit the sea with
and was lest te sight in o Thnmdumhbdmmtbyﬂwmbor'ofthem‘lnnnsm
these enemy a/c were destr
Weather)- Very lew cleud base but etherwise, fair with ed visibility,

Ne. Serties, .
SPERATION NO. 178
Anti-Submarine Putrol My, 40 sf Bi
Four of sur a/c completed uneventful patrels and sighted nethins umisual te repert,
Teather:< " BEd With &164d alnest 8ea level in many places, alse frequent shewers,

No Sertie: L

Anti-Submerine Patrel No. 41 Bay of Biscay
Pour of eur a/c stccesafully cempleted their patrels witheut having sighted anything umisual “te repert,

Slight drizzle with fsquent squalls, Visibility goed,
INSPECTIONS: =~ Girgup Giptain MeCall of Headquarters Bember Cemmand arrived at this Sqdldl"n this
engineering matters and advise em preblems and eperatisnal diffioulties enceuntpred by eur
The distinguished visiter W1l leave in the morning,
Serties, (3:30 heurs) Cress-osuntry te TOPCLIFFE and Air tests.
OPERATION NO, 180
of

umeventful trips witheut sighting anything umisual |te repert.

xiaibil ity
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Eo Serties.

CPERATION §O. 181
of

Anti~Gubmarine Patrel Ng. Bay of Biscay
Twe 70 earried sut reutine patrels witheut sighting anything.eut ef the erdinary.

Weathers= Very bad with heavy rain and a few clear patches,

No_Serties,
COPERATION. NO. 182

Anti-Sibmarine Patrel Ne. L. Bay of Biscay ‘
Twe of sur a/c detailed fer patrol returned te base having reperted nothing urusual on their r:ripu.

Weather:~ Cleudy te fadr with mederate visibility,

One day Sertie (1:45 heurs) Engine and airframe test,

ERATION N0, 26, :
Anti-Submarine Patrel K Bay ef Bisoay,
Four of our a/c were detailed far patrel duty and three of our Cu

ptains returned te base hnvi;:g ocemploted

Tepert, "F* (Sgt Stewart), expdrienced engine treuble in pert euter engine

and signalled that he was. returning te base. - On arrival at BEAULIEU he received parmissien frem
threugh R/T cenmunicatien te make & right hand circuit and land, He bagan nermal

dure when his

[ landing proce
pert wing was ebserved te Grep when a/¢” Just Béyend seuth $ids ef drems at 700 te 800 foet altituds. A4/0 ssemed
h&wmm-lphﬁwmmithu-dbmptqndmmwbdm-thomnd. Huge glllews of smeke
were visible frei the Oparatiens Hleck and en the arvival ef fire equipment and ambulance the g/o wms almest te-

lest their lives wire:- CAN-RB5406 Sgt Sgewart R.H. (
I577351 Sgt-Capes AuGeHe (WOP/AG); CAN)RI15390
Sgt Rellins R.A. (¥/E). 2
| Weather:s  Hsavy ralf with medsrats visibYTity,

No Serties,
CPERATION NO. 2

Weather:~ Calm with shewers and poer visibility.
Twe day Sertiss. (2:30 heurs) - Air.test-and Tecal Flying practice.
CPERATION NO, 1.

Weather:- Shewsrs and lew cleud with mederate visibility.

ti-Submarine Patrel Np. ‘EME&;
Pour a/6 carrisd eut reutine p ' returned te base after umeventful trips. ‘

tslly destreyed by flames. mm-tmwwmmmn-mvo. These mambers-ef'|the -arew Whe

Sgt|Watsen L.G.(Bamb)
(:ait:): CATRS7068

|

At isSubmarine Patrel No. I EZ O! EE.
Feur of eur a/c cenpleted their patrels end returned te base after uneventful trips,

FRISONER OF- KR+~ Roooraing te Gernan ifsrmation e International Red Cress CAN-R58982 Sgt N.J.Ch Mackie (F/E)
bas been taken prisoner of war after reperted "Missing en Operatisns™ever OSNABRUCK Octeber 6/, .
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ies, (2:10 heurs ) Lecal cress-ceuntry flight and airtest. J

PEATION 5O, 186

Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne. L8 Bay of Biscay. [
Tweof -our-a/c-returned te base after-cempleting reutine patrels and sighting mething urmsual fzo repert.
Veathelp:— - Bad, improving eastward with mederate visibility,

\
Ne Serties, !

GPERATION NO. pi

mmmsy_a_.l.ut 3 Bay ef Biscay
Our 4 a/c cempleted their patrels and returned .te bue -.fbex- uneventful trips.

FUNERALt = Sevem membars ef eur Squadren which lest their lives in a flying socident-en December 15, 1942, were
Taid te rest this afternoen in a very impressive ceremeny. The bedies ef CAN-RB5406 SGT Stewart R

Ryan 357 541927 Sgt Watsen L.G.; 1577351 Sgt Copes K.GsH., TAN-RIISIS0 Sgt Shaw R.G.ks; CANSRIZOTEL

CAN=R57068 Sgt Rellins R.A., were given full military heneurs befere being laid te rest at BOLIDR Em The
cadkets were cevered With individual Unien Jacks and flewers, weme carried by men of the Squadron and 'mi.le each
casket was lewered te its final resting place, the meurnful netes ef. the last pemt,. wor:

sent frem the Officer Camanding, R.A.F. Statien BEAULIEU, Cammanding Offiocer ef this Scu Benier N.C.C.'s
and.the airmen of the Squadren. . AR esoert pawty-mede-up ef percennsl. ef -the Sqiadren a bers-of|-aircrew xccem=
panied the bedies te the qemetery, and the Cemmanding Officer ef the Station and 5 Squas ¢ with the Squadren
AdJutant-attended the-funeral te pay- final-tribute-te-thes-fallen airmen,

Vieather:= Pair with heavy pmxt precipitatien and mederate visibility.

Be Serties,
CPERATION 188
Anti-Sumarine Patrel Yoo 50 .. Bay of Bioay.

Four of our a/c were detailed for patrels which were uneventful L.n, unfortunnth onz our
had engine.treuble--and. orashed. and burl'bd -otrt-neer-BOBBURN-on-the-Isdleof -Wight: -~ Shortl; nfier tak
v received by ying contrel that a four-engine bember had crashed but since ne report _m been repeived by base

- any-ef-our-afe-reperting that—they were in QILCIMty ;3% was sone tine befer S r"fu.ne; which
our a/c had crashed, Cause ef the crash unknewn and since nll members of the
5"ary infermation about i unfertunate accident,
8 ). G-RT3321 F/S. Goarr L {TAV). GAII10706 B/Q, Stollery. Ees. (SQME). 126020 2/0 . Wa:
CAN-RI10223 Sgt Van Brunt M.k, (AG) CAN-RI2497 Sgt Wagner G.; (A/C)EX GAN-: ot
Em SZ3L53. Sgt. Craft 1.

Good except for heavy haze with good visibility.

(35 ninutes) &ir Test.
CPERATTON 110,189
Boy of

intimSubmarine Patrol Ne. 51 Bay eof Biscay
¢ took off for patrel and carried out their duty without sighting anything uneventiu "H" (Sgt

Pleflpine). an.return to ‘besey -ceuld not-find tanding:field and-crash tanded st Bast Batdre vt el 3y b TR
retracted pesitien. Bembs had been Jetus.ned mvmus,,' in the salent, Altheugh the a/c donaged censiderably
[EIT members- o -the orew Essapsd TN,
the:
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2¥w Day Sertiss. . (2:10 heurs) Air Tests.

TEERATION 0,191

| Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne. Bay of Bisoay
Qur M?q_ nhrnd frem patrel witheut having sighted anything umisval te repert,
Wenther:= Centimwus drizzle frem 0900 heurs with peer visibility.

One Day Sertie, (1:10 heurs) . Lecal mu—c-untw frem R.A.P. Statien, FEMBREY te base. -

EERATION NO. 292

Anti-Submerine patrel Fe. % Bay ef Biscay. |
Twe of eur a/c deta. fer patrel returned te base after uneventful trips. |

Weather:- Occasienal shewers with mederate te Pear visibility, |
Twe Day. Serties. (1:55 heurs) . Lecal oress-oeuntry flight frem R.A;F. PORTREATH te base and Air|Tests.

OPERATION 1NO. 193

Anti-Submarine Patrel N.'. Bay of Biscay |
Feur of eur a/c cempleted reutine patrels returning te bass witheut having sighted anyth ng Wususl te reperta
Six menbers of i Squadren whe lest their Tives in a flying accident em December 20, 1342, at COLBURN

with M1l military hemeurs this afternson.

n Adjutant,
N.C.0u's and airmen, te BOIDER CEMETERY,  Here the caskets Severed with Unken Jacks Tlewers,
were lewered te their final resting place while the last pest exheed ever their graves, Wreaths ware sent frem
the Of ficer Cenmanding R.A.F. Statien Beaulieu, Ceimanding Officer ef ‘he Squadren and ths Senier rf.c.o. *s and
Aimen ef the Squadren.
Neather:~ " Heavy rain with medsrate visibility, |

Ne Serties. ’

Squadren was given x heliday en Ths Day while he Offisers of the Squadren played host id the Other Ranks
in a gala aftermsen's entertaiment, the highlight ef whigh was the tasty and celeurful meal provided fer the men,
Everyens had mere than his share ef turkey with all the trimnings, fruit, nuts, eto., and beer was previded in ample
Quantities as a suitable "ohaser”.. . Wing Cemmander AeCoP. - Clayten, DeFuGuy was on hand te extend his best wishes
te the beys 'and te make sure that everyans was happy and quite centented. Our very pepular utant, F/L W.S. Tayler,|
made it his persemal Tespensibility that o S having the tims of His Tife™ with unending es much te the
nm-nt-tﬂubmdu'uvull !.nuwudfup.t--d.

In-the evening, & danse was hald en the Statien te reund off the days entertaimment. Tho exce! lent music and
gm( deceratiens and the happy. crewd cembined te make. this evening a celeurful .and mxiymx enjoyabla - Altheugh
(over)
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keep everyone dancing, I:\‘a.ll respedts
[

Beaulieu |25-12 the girls were en the scarce side, the W.A.A.F.'s in sttendance tried te
| (Cont¥d; the Squadren's secend Xmas preved te be a huge success.
Woather:m....Fine with geed visibility.

| 26=12.4,2 One-Day-Serties{1:80 hours) - Decal -cresswcountry frem RiA.F. Statien ST, EVAL:

OPERATION WO, 19%

Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne. 56 Bgy ef Biscay -
Twe a/c detailed fer patrel cempleted their task without axnything umsual te repert.

Meatheri- Generally. pesr. with bad visibility.

Ne Sertiesy v v ’
OPERATION NO, 195

Anti-Submarine Patrol Ne:: 57, Bay pf Bisoay, v
Our theee a/c cempleted their patrels and en return were diverted te R.A.F, ST, EVAL.
Teather:="""Very Féod Vith Yew cloud and 14ne visibIIity,

ITie Sertiss.

| Ant8-Submarine Patrol No. 57  Bay of Discay,
| we-a/0-returnod-frem nermal roubine patrel-after-uneventful tripsst
’?'cnther:- Intermittent shewers noderate visibility.

OPOLIITS

]M day Serties, (2:35 hours) Local cresscountry flight to R.A STATION TOPCLIFFE and “rem 7, STATION
| BT EVAL. s 8

Anti-Submarine Patrel No. 58  Bay of Disoay
- One-a/c Tebumed-foaa reutine Tatrel witheut having siyhtod anything wmsual be-reports  Tandod-at St EVAL:
Weather:=  Slight shewers with geed visibility,

Three Day Sertiss, (2,20 heurs) Lecal cress-ceuntry im frem STATION TCPCLIFFE and Air

Anti-Submarine Patrel Ne, 59  Bay ef Biscay, .
Pour of our a/c returned frem reutine patrel with nething uneventful te reperts.

Hoatherse.. Gead.with seme lew. cloud but. with good visibllity, -

Eive Day-Sertioss -(6:30 hours) Two cresssceuntry TTights to ST, EVAL and returm Air T I Ty Ing,
Te, 405 R.C,A.F. Squadren, leeks back with pride en the whele year in which it has its share

AgATHET & GMmeh erieny. Despite the severe lesses it has sustained, beth in aircraft an x fi persennel

our_Cemmanders bave always been able te carry eut.all that wms expected. ef .the Squadren.and n been

cenmended upen fer the extent of success it has been able te achieve, The Squadren looks lorward to| the New Year

ﬂth-bp.»lﬁd“nfidmthdmwmdhmthemmrm -

Woather:~ Slight shewers but with good visibility, ‘
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| | ‘
Beaulien !}1—1.?-&21 ‘A:L'vz-n.ft Strength:~  The Squadren has (16) Halifax II #/c and epe Oxferd II a/c en charge..

|
‘ [MRERTGAL STRENGTH OP-NO. 405 R, C.

‘ ke P SQUATRON; AS AT Ist AND 31st IECDMEER; 1942: f
&

o —
ZU" 6"'@)?1«/ e N
(WS Tayler) Frignt Lisuterant,
for Wing Cemmander, Cemman
Ne. 405 R.C.A.F. SQUADRON,




