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SN |
POCKLINGTOX ist. lLb.'tZ 1 Night Sortie (2.00 hrs.] Duals, night landings and flying practice. |
| YISITS AND INSPECTIONS
| 8 RO, ess the Duke of Kent honoured 408 Squadron and Station with |
| his presence in order that he might oarry out a personal inspection of the Squadron.
His Royal Highness arrived at the Squadron in the early afternoon and was welcomed
by the Officer Commanding w/cdr. Pemwiok-Wilson, A.F.C. and Flight Commanders S/Ldr.
Peuquier and F/Lt. MoCormiok, respeotive Commanders of "A® and "B® flights. His
Royal Highness was introduced to the orews in their crew room and spent some - time

in informal chats with some of the airmen. He displayed a keen interest in their |
he exchanged offered his congratulations

to
Appendices

and. expressed. the

in their valiant efforts aginst the enemy. After hie inspection of a typical
airmen's hut he was.able to satisfy his interest in one of the Wellington bombers
used on this Squadron by devoting some time on the tarmac where the accompanying
officers explained the service qualities of. the airoraft.

On completion of his round of inspection his Royal Highness was invited to
the Officers' mess where he enjoyed refreshments and lunch with the Offiocers |
Before leaving for Driffield the distinguished visitor was warm in his
P the efficiency apparent throughout the Squadron and expressed a desire
%o renew his aoquaintance with the Squadron personnel in the not too distant fut .
: Continuous anow with visibility mainly less than 2,000 yards and 1,500
foot ceiling. |

3 Sorties (2.36 hours) Aig Tests and Looal Flying Practioce.
!ugcr: Bvercast with snow in early day then cloud base 1,200 to 1500 feet and
visibility 2 - 4 miles.

No Serties.
!uéu-: Yoderaate snow till 0800 hours and then rain or driszzle until noon.
visibility less than 1,000 yards.

No Sorties.
or: Overcast at 1,200 feet and visibility 2 - 4 miles.until 0900 hours.
Snow followed reducing visibility to less than 1,000 yards.

Feb.'42 !g Eim !.
| T Gloudy bass 2 - 3,000 feet snow showers ne effect on ve ood visi-
‘ bility. Pair at night. ’ ks
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POCKLINGTON 6th.Feb.'42

7th.Feb.'42
8th.Feb.'42

9th.Feb.'42

10th.Feb.'42

No Sorties.’
WELTERE: E
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I out that although weather: conﬂluonl hn favourable to Tlying

ble airoraft of the Squadron,had baen ordered to stand by by Group |
Headquartera in the perioed February 3rd. to February 8th.

Ne Sorth-.
Seme oloud during the day with visibility at 5 miles.Overcast at night

with anow.

: Heavy fall of snow with very poor viaidbility in early dsy. Cloud ditperuud
and very good visibility followed at dusk.

¥o Sorties. e LSS s
m‘ﬂinh oclotd up uu 1600 houra then viaibility degenerating from 2 - 4

.Oooyu'

ix Sorties (6.15 hours) Air teats, Duala;, and Local Flying Practice.
ﬂ_ﬂﬂ; with intermittent slight drizsle. Slight mist throughout day.

Visibility 4 - 6 miles in latter part of day.

Ten Day 8 rthn (6.05 heura) Air tests, Looal Plying Practioce.
1 with good clearance at 2200 hours. Fog unul 0600 hours then

mprovm to 2 - 4 miles visibility.

| 11th.Peb, %42 | FPive Serties (6.15 houra) Air tests , Leoel Plying Practioce.

| #’W for greater part of day with 6 mils visibility.
pe. Order No.75 !-u/c(m-nu-) to Attack LEEAVRE.

C. and-

airscrew of airoraft ®J" 7.8431 while clearing snow in frent of the aircraft.
He badked inte the preopellor at 11.30 heurs and was taken to the heapital with
severe head injuries.

12th.Feb. 42

“:B Marriott, R. was seriously injured when struck by an

SO, OPEUSION LEUVEE
One airoraft nnauu dook area in good visibility. FPlash pinpointed on
quay between BEASSIN DO,MAREE and Western dook 7. Bad out in distriot .noted.Other
;/c ;u unable te find target in 6/10 oloud and jettisoned safe in sea.lS miles
- of CHERBOURG.

| Ne Serties.

666 ACZ2 Marriott,R(RAF) died in York Military hospital at 0345 hours
from head injuries necin& on FPebruary llth. 1942. ”
OPS. ORDER NO. 76

N¥O. 76. Six A/C to Attack BAPTLESHIPS At SEA.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE NO. 3 Over)
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61st. OPERATION BATMLE SHIPS AT SEA o g B. 9.

All ‘airoraft engountered 10/10 cloud and ne Captain saw ses except "B® (5/Ldr.
Fauquier) All 4/C returned with bembs.

ors. 0. 77. Two to Attack BATTLE SHIPS AT SEA.
ZATILE SHIPS 4D SEA

| 62 OPERATIONS BELI SHIPS g SEA.

One A/C olsarly identified one of big ships and dropped bhmbe but had cleuds

| obseure results.Reperted big fire resembling ship, 6 - 7 miles N. N.E. of bombed
ship. Other L/d after firat sighting ship in cloud break dost track of it ana

Jettisened live in target area.Lack of wake and high water at bows indicated that |

ship was travelling at reduced speed.

. |
13th. Feb. '42}

: Cloudy with base drépping from 5,000 to 800 feet. Vieibility peor in
showérs later impreving te 4 - 6 miles.

Four D Sortic-l (3.04 hours) Air Testa.
wo orties(3.20 hours) Night Plying Practice with landinge.
m!ﬂ « 78. Pour A/C (Presher) to attack LEHAVEE.

VEATHER: Little 0loud except at 1800 hours. Visi Y improving from 6 miles at

14th. W.b. ‘42

| Ome of othews

[15th. Feb.'42|
|

1500 hours to 12 miles at night.

63rd. OPERATIONS M

e 4/C spent half an hour leecking fer in 8/10 and 20 oleud and after

being fired upen -mmmduuﬂ.l.x. of CEENBOURG .|
Safe in sea Walle &till anether jettisened live near

C relacsed 28 J;um ) 22 ceast detween

2{&1‘”&-“0““ ted to have fallen in BOUEN, BERNAY,

ta.
(4.06 hours) Alr Tests , Lecal Flying.
EEATHER: Small emeunts of ocleud at 0600 hours becoming overcsst rest of day with
2,400 - 3,000 feet ceiling. VISIBILITY 2 miles at 1600 h
OPS. ORDER NO. 79. Six A/C o attack MANNEETM. 64th, OPERATION

The four Captains whe succeeded in reaching target either dropped their bembs

| ever ‘or near target.Results included vived purple blue flash which lasted nearly

& mintute and big.flash resulting frem 4,000 pounder which left red glow visible
for 15 minutes after leaving get.Two ¢ re 4 with bembs ene of which
reacljed target but could net drop bombs. Ioing forced the other to turn back.

| Three 4/C were cancelled; one of which had an il leakag

{1
(CONTINUED ON PAGE NO. - 4.)OVER
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21th.Feb. '42

22nd.Feb.*42

References
Summary of Events . to
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5 Day Sortiea (( 00 n:-.] Local !lym Practipe. -
m!iﬂ: Sméll’ eméunt 6f oloud in &arly morning bécoming nil at night. Hdbility
2 - 4,000 yds. early m Amproving to 4 - 6 miles.

s-rﬁu (3.05) hrs. Dualas, Local Plying Piraotise.
oudy base 3,000 faet throughout day . Visibility 4 - 6 milés deterio-
 Fating to 2 - 4 miles at 1900 hours. |
|

7 D orties (4.20 hour-) Alr ultl, imtmnt teats, Local Flying Pruntioe- |
M’ dro’ n Lesder J.E. Pauquier (RCAF) aasumed cmand‘
F:umn, vioce Wing Qemmander R.M. Penwick-Wilsen |
A.F.C. (BAF
FLIGHT C! or ~ Piight Lieutenant L.P. Priula (RCAP) "waa"made Aoting
of *A® Flight GN(BCU)Sandron vice Squadron Lauder

J.E. Pauquier. [r
MEATHER: Fair with brighter inetrvala. Ceiling 2- 3000 ft. Vieibility 4 to 6 milen,.

Sorﬁcn (1.26 hrs.] Lecal flying Practice.
¥ Mainly 10/10 at 2~-3000 ft. Visibility 4-6é milea deterierating to 2
mileg later in t-ho evening.

6 D S rﬁ.‘ (5.15 hra.) Air Testa, Loocal Flying Practice.
e (1.00 hrs.) Night Landings.
r.Cloud mainly 10/10 but bnu:m in the evening; bame 2-3000 ft. Vi- ‘

nbmty 6-12 miles. i
Ho Sorties : ‘
loudy with occoesional light anow in the afterncon and evening.Ceiling |
2-3000°ft. falling te 1200 ft. in the evéning and to sutfade in fog towards
midnight. Vigibility 6 miles at first deteriorating to 1.000 teo 2000 yds.
during daylight-and teo less than 1000 yds. in fog towardse midnight.

3 Sorties.(1.05 hrs.) Lecal Plying Practice.
M{& = Wing Commander R.M. Fenwiok-Wilson A.F.C. (RAF) assume
emporary Command of RAF Station Pocklington vice Group Captain |

W.A.D. Brook.
WEATHER: c1nud.y with some driszzle at first and periods of lmt or moderate snow
later.Cloud bDasis I000 te 2000 £t. 2 t0 800 ft. at n-u.vnnnuy
mainly 2 to 4 miles but 1 2000 yds. in heavier snew.
7 D Sorties (3.50 hrs.) Air Tests, Duals, Looal Flying Practice.
ﬂl&: Eﬁuy with periods of light or mederate snow.Cloud base mainly 2-3000
ft.Vieibility 2 te 6 miles but less than 2000 yds. in heavier asnow.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 SX)
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oudy with oocosional snow throughout the day. Visibility generally 3 to

| 23rd.Heb.'42| 2 Dg Sorties (1.15 hra.)Local Flying Practice.
| 6 miles. Cloud base 2 - 3000 ft.

e (1.10 hrs.) Night Landings and Duals.
ght snow ghower in the early morning becoming ocloudy or fair later |
with considerable finr periods. Ceiling mainly 3000 ft. with small olouds.
| during fine periods. Viaidility 1 - 3 miles improving to 30, miles.
8 Day Sorties (7. 10 hra.)} Air Tests and Looal Flying Practice.
\ 0. 8O. Nine A/C to Attaak KIEL DOCKS.
| m: Pair u?.h oonmoml light snow. Near 10]10 oloud in the evening ceiling hbove 2000
[ ft. Vigibility 2 - 4 miles in morning to 6 - 30 miles at night.
| KIEL DOCKS
|

uth.ﬂ‘eh.'tz 6 D Sortiea (7.10 hrs.) Air Tests, Instumeny Tests, Duals, and Local Flying Pnouoo.
i 5&; §o§-§
t A

26th.Feb.'42| 66th. OPERATION KIEL |
In fece 0f tremendoua TI1ak from Kiel harbour five Captains reached target area.One|
stiok which fell just short of floating dock resulted in large fire vigible for 50|

| miles.Red and green explosiond on DEUPSCH WERKE were observed from other bomba.One

| L/c who weports seeing C hit by flak and descend in flamea near HUSUM took photo
showing 4000 pounder exploding on edge of probably SCHLEWIG . Two A/C returned
because icing and dbrought bombs back while another Jlttinned 4000 pounder live

| and turned back. Three 4/C re].nend nickels in Target aswa

| CASUALTY (missing)

* Captained by P/Lt-. nobun 1. missing from the operation. No word was

‘ received after the
The missing Crew we: x J Lt. Roblon. (RAF), W/Cdr. MoAllister(RCAF),

)y
| | 402565 Sgt. Dynn. 1607“ '/S‘t. Philips, lﬁ 146 !/S‘t. Robson, R56087
| | Sgt. Piers.

| No Somc-
| aloudy occassional light asnow. Mainly ].0/10 base 2-3000 ft. Visibility
i | © over 6 miles in snow.
27th.Peb.'42 | No Sorties.
or - #light Lieut: t M k (RCAP)
quadron vice Squadron Leader J.E.Fauquier who auumed
! temporary Command RAF Station Pocklington vice Wing Commander R.M. Fenwiok+
| Wilson A.F.C. peated. |
MEATEER: Fair during day. coim‘ over 2500 ft. visibility from 2-4 miles during

4 temporary

| day ‘te 1800 Yyards at night.
28th.Feb.'42 | 5 Day Sorties(2.30 hra. ) Duh and Looal Flying Practioce.
OF COMMAND « S/Ldr. ¥ 1er(RCAP) ¢ d of the Squadron
X 4

vice P/1R in temp
| NEATHER: Cloudy and misty cuuu from z-aoom in morning to 1000 -1800 ft. 10/10
oloud in evening with 1000 - 2000 yards viaibility.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 OVER)
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ixmmucu STRENGTH OF 4O05(RCA¥] SQUADRON A5 AT THE 1st and 30 ] ng,lSJa.

— - . lat  2Bth
R.6:4.7. nm.cms%urcn. -9 15

(Grd Crew = 2 --= 2

B.CohWs sssscvscesessesessees AINMEL E"ﬂ Crew - 65 -- 8%
(Gra Crew - 217 - 202

evesessssssssscsscsss OFFICERS (Air Crew = 11 -- 12
(Grd Crew .- 1

):379) secsecscscsssessssecee AIRMEN  (41r Crew
(Grd Crew

(
‘ReAedoFe  civiecirictcccccnsnnes "LGEBS: Air Crew

AIBMEN (Air Crew

ReNeZohdeFevevoeovessoessnssesss OFFICERS (ALr Crew
AIRMEN (Air Crew

/)

dlﬁ;ﬁa}d&(‘ s .

No. GM{RQSSgWon.




OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK SUMMARY FEBRUARY 1942,

No, 405 Squadron.

One night sortie, duals, night landings, and flying
practice carried out. H,R.H, the Duke of Kent visited
the San, and spent some time in chatting with the sirmen
and inspecting a Wellington Bomber, Before leaving he
enjoyed refreshments in the Officers' Mess.

Three day sorties, air tests and local flying practice.

No flying., All serviceable a/c ordered by Group H.Q. to
stand by from 3-2 to 8-2,

Six day sorties, air tests, duals and local flying
practice,

Ten day sorties, air tests and local flying practice.

Five day sorties, air tests and local flying practice.
An R.A.F, airman sustained serious head injuries when
he backed into the airscrew of an a/e while he was
clearing snow on the runway.

60-th Operation - two a/c ordered to attack Le Havre,

One was unable to loeate target and jettisoned in sea,
Other a/c straddled dock area in good visibility. R.A.F,
airman, injured on 11-2 died in York Military Hospital.
6lst Operation - six afc ordered to stack Battleships

at sea.. Due to clond all a/c returned with bombs,

62nd Operation - two a/c ordered to attack Battleships
at sea, One a/c identified target and dropped bombs
with unobserved results, Other a/c located target and
then lost it and iettisoned live in target area.

Four day sorties, air tests, two night sorties, night
flying practice with landings,

63rd Operations - four a/c ordered to attack Le Havre.
Two jettisoned 1ive, one jettisoned safe in sea and fourth
dropped' nickels. Seven day sorties, air tests and local

flying.

6/4%h Operation - six a/c ordered to attack Mannheim,
Three a/c cancelled, one due.to oil leakage. Two a/c
returned with bombs, one due to icing and the other
being unable to unload. A/c bombing target reported
vivid purple blue flash and big flash resulting from
4000 pounder which left red glow visible for 15 mins,
after leaving target, Three day sorties, local flying
practice,

Five day sorties , duals, local flying practice.

Seven day sorties, air and instrument tests, local
flying practice. Sqn.,Ldr. J. E, Fauguier R.C.A.F.
assumed Sgn, command vice Wg.Comdr, R, M, Fenwick-Wilson,
AF.C., R.AF,

Two day sorties, local Flying practice,

Six day sorties, air tests and local flyving practice,
one night sortie, night landings.

No flving.




Three day sorties, local flying practice. Wg.Comdr, R.M,
Fenwick-Wilson, A.F.C. (R.A.F.) asaumed temporary command
R.A.F. Station, Pocklington, vice Gp.C. W. A. D. Brock.

Seven day sorties, air tests, duals, local flying practice.
Two day sorties, local flying practice,

Six day and one night sorties, air and instrument tests,
duals, local flying, night landings and duals,

Eight day sorties, air tests and local flving practice.

65th Operation - nine a/c ordered to attack Kieél.Docks.
Two #/c¢ returned with bombs dne to icing and a third
jettisoned 4000 pounder live, Three a/c released nickels
in target mrea , The a/c bombing the target reported

good results observed. One a/c failed to return, nothing
having been heard of it since take-off.

No flying., Flt.Lt. McCormack (R,C.A.F,) assumed temporary
Sqn. command vice Sqn,Ldr, J. E. Fauquier (R.C.A.F.) who
assumed temnorary Station command vice Wg.Comdr. R. M.
Fenwick-Wilson, A.F.C, (R.A.F.) posted.

Five day sorties, dnals and local flying practice.
Sqn.ldr. J, E. Fanquier re-assumed Sqn. command vice
Flt.Lt. McCormaek in temporary command,

STRENGTH ATRCREW GROUND CREW  TOTAL
. R.C.A,F. Officers 16 2 18
" Airmen 56 202 258

R.A.F, Officers 12 1 13
" Airmen 39 229 268
R.A.A.F, Officers 1 nil 1
. Airmen 14 nil 14
R.N.Z,A.F, Officers 1 nil 1
" Airmen 1 nil p &

TOTALS 140 434 574,




