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7J7Appendices )
a3 (Presher Operation). T 4/c attacked the target in 10/10 cloud, and ! Aolibe
experiencing frosty weather. D oks and Weterways were observed through the gaps with the help of
mmt,mmmmummmww-m Flak was not severe until the |
attack was made. One A/0 could not identify the Dooks, and the bombs were jettisoned in the sea. |
a1l A/e dropped NICKELS as briefed, and they are estimated to have fallen in the ST, OuER =
HAZEBROUCK = BETHUNE area
In 10/10 oloud eight A/o completed the operation. Occasional breaks
mde inden cation possible in some cases, and three A/c attacked the target area, three i/c |
attacked the actual Dook areas, and one attagked vioinity XIFFER. One A/c saw red glow through |
ewmw)ehwhn-bu fire, Flak, /L, mmcnnnu;ummrlynoun. Caneras
i ; One 4/0 Q14 not moke a sortie owing to Inter-com: trouble.
& 3 35 hrs:

mm;mummms,wzmmqmm Surface wind moderate

Sorties (9.15 hra:) Air Tests.
%. — Rain and sleet showers all day; oloud 8/10 = 10/10, Visibility 8 - 10 miles.
‘ace wind N'ly 10mph.

8 Sorties.(6.40 hre:) Tests. Flight to DRIFFIELD.
Heal Raid at first, olearing in the aftermoon, fair to oloudy in the eveming, Cloud
3/10 = 8/10 with rather poor visibility. N. surface wind.

A3 Day Sorties. (11,30 hra:) Air Tests. |
- e |

Five orews to attack DUNKIRK.
i intermittent rain; eloud 10/10 to §/10, visibility good, moderate in red-

W 5 Mo d.lorﬂn.hw/wumﬂ,uvdmnA/unMaumwt‘ A7,
3 ¢ these three pinwpointed the DOGK+ area and bombed it; the other ‘

' of n Steep ¢ive during violent evasive action to avoid

5and 6. Two A/c were unable to see any ground

SHFORTH.
tery followed by light rain, with 9/10 - 19/10 oloud. |

Air Tests.

(10,45, hre:) Air Tests.
oudy until 2100 then fine, with a squall at 1700 hrs: Cloud mainly 10/10 at 2500 ft:

&y moderate becowdng good. Wind freshening to 25mph during squall.

m (1420 hra:) Tests, Dual, Solos.
i Order No.52. Two Fresher crews to attack BOULOGNE
tions .Order No.53. Ten orews to attack BERLIN.
Pine with ground £y night, eloud
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% 5 All 10 A/c took off on and five were known to have | Aeb8.
a target area very bad weather, and 10/1 d the sortie prectical
abortive. Four A/c bombed altermative targets whioh included WILHEIMSHAVEN and KIKL. KIEL wos

bombed in clear weather, and the bomb explosions were on the W side of the Harbour. Fhotographs

taken show no notdble results. 0ne i/e D" ( .5555 ) was reported missing from the opération.

A message wns rowdved at 02,3 stating that the operation had been completed at 0228, and from that

time nithing was heard of the 4/o or orew. The oruw was R61068 Sgt: Hassen A.L. J598, F/0 Solheim M.K.
R65229 3gt: Killin ReDey Sgt: Hymam, Sgt: Bell, RS6643 Sgt: MoLeods Guie |

One A/c crash Manded on retwrn, Cate A.Ce

0
j - ST, , _ __|__Appendices _
|
|

| mov;8.

- BOULOGHE. In no cloud, and in good viaibility, two crews attacked the target  Ad9.
in the fuoe of Flak and muy /L. Bursts were seen on and around the Dooks 4 = 6. Iucendiaries
ware soen to take effect on Iook 6. NICKELS were roleased im LONTREUIL area.
Do Jight Sorties (4.10 hrss) Oual, Solos, "Z » Z° landings. |
Weal 'y Pine, with ground frost at night, oloud almost nil, visibility very good, surface wind
Tight Wiy,

10 pay Sorties. (11 hra:) Tests, Two Cross country, Duale

Operations Order MNo. Four Crews to attack HAMBURG. (Blohm & Voas).
W; cloufly, no oloud below 8000 ft: until 1800 hre; theh 8/10 at 6000 = |
't Visibility poor to lere t Wind fresheni to gale with many gusta, |

|

% HAMBURG: hm & Vi Taree A/0 experienced good weather with fair visibility throughout.
Some ¢l encountered, t it was olcar inland over Germany, to ground hase the outlines of Ae 50
the Docks at HAMBURC could not be seen, but the River ELBE was identified, and the orews were satisfiied
$hat they bombed guite close to the actual target. fires
fron these, and i dd, 1 Two L
This A/ i VILH VEN on

sickness of South of
1 EE Sortie { 1 hri) Tooal Flying Practice.
Kea' « Rain during most of the day and much sloud, Visibdlity moderate to poor, Surface wind

13‘?2 mph. with guste.

| Hov;11. | | 30 pay sorties. - (6,10 hrsi) Bimbrook and return, Alr Tests,
| { lué. “Viaibility modorate, poor at night, with fog, Sirface wind moderate.

| Nov; 12 ‘5%5914.:“. (2430 hes: ) Adr Tests. .
| Hea s Much rain and oloud, Visibility improved to modera
: | nighte —

te in the afternoon, poor again at

L
‘ ’Clm. Pain and driszle with visibility less than 2000 yds: all day.
{
& and i Bxtract Crom EvGyhe of Hy/11/44 4~ 755008 Ggt: Twrner w.J. Pilot,

| avarded the Tistingulshea Flying iedal in accordamce with extract Trom tae London Gazetts 24th Oct:
| Aabh: AJLO.  NIAO/A1.

| Seather. Pog until $100 hrs; then 8loudy, with drissle and poor visibility.
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Testas

At -
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e8,

1 Day dorties (9+00 hrs:) Bombing prectice, Duals, Solos, to Ddshforth and return, Air Testa,
% ﬁm Tocal

2 Wight Sorties. Dual, Solos, Landings.

jeathersy  Clo dy, rain in the afternoon and evening. Surface wind 10/15 mph increasing at nigh

sorties. (8.00 hrs:)  Alr Tests. Local £lying, practice.
Weather, C slight rein ig the afternoon, visibility good at first » then poor to moderate. |

22 Day Sortiess (23,25 hrs:) Local flying practice, Duals, Air Tests, Bombing Practice, Instrument

References

Summary of Events | to
Appeqdiceg

(940 hre:)  Adr Tests. Flights from Driffield and to ILinton. |
Iwo arews to attack K. (Fresher) |
n oloud above 2000f't: and good visibility. Surfuoe wind ESE 5/10 mphs Célm at nights

EJEN, (Presher) E = oud mly (-x‘ct::'h.ﬂm
C] 3 |

persistent he second A/c (Capt: Sgt: Pinn) inden
land E of TERMUNTEN and boubs probably fell a mile or 80 +. of BiiN. Flashes were u*.

practice, |

Frisoners of Ware A sigmal from the Air Ministry announced that, according to the Air
Zttachd JADRID. W,

W/Car: Py A« Gilohrist is in Switserland, and Can/R6954 S t:rilot J» 5. raton is 1}: Spain.

Both were realassified”lnterned”, Theye were first and second rilot respectively of iA/c "U" : ifg from
operations over BREST on 2th July 1941,

3 Moderate to good visibility, with nist foming towards addnights

3 ¥ight Sorties (1.30 hrs:) Loonl Plying prectice. ‘
Meathers Thick fog during the whole days Surface wind caliaw

No Sortiess

Heathery

Thick fog followed by rain, and fog later.

E% Sorties. ( 1.05 hre;)  Air Tests.
Weather. roor viaibility lgroving to mederate, but deteriopating again im rain during early

Jo_Sorti
deather. Thick fog until 0800 hra:;, moderate visibdlity later. Jurfuce wind SB. 10/15 mph.
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Poaklington ‘ Fov.23

12 Day Sorties. (8.40 hrs) Air Tests, Flight Tests.

| Heather. Cloudy during day. Visibility, moderate to poor in evening.

| |
| Nov. 2, | Ho sorticss
| | Neather. Oloudy, base 2/3000 feet visibility 2 to 4 miles. Surface wind South, 10 to 15 WP.H

Nov.25 11 Dey sorties. (9.45 hrs.) Locel flying prctice; oross oountry; air tests.

| | %utnun change. Adjutant F/Lt.J.N.Garnesu posted from 405(RCAF)Squadron to No.2 Signals
for adninistrative duties w.e.f. 25.11.41

Reathor. Cloudy with visibility less than 2,000 yards in afterncon. Fog forming at night. ¥ind
| mainly light 3,7,

| Pov. 26 | 3 Day Sorties. (1,15 hrs.) Air Test. s

' | Neather. Fog durin; early morning and visibility poor for rest of day. ¥Wind 8., 10 to 15 M.FP.H.

| Wov. 27 15 Day Sorties, (17.15 hrs.) Air Tests; height test; oross country; local flying practidé.
Adninistretive ol e+ Medical Officer. F/It. H.J.F.Joncas( Attached R.A.F.Station Dighy)
posted from LO5{ROAF)Squadron to 417 Squadron wee.fs 27.1l.41

¥eather. Variable amounts of aloud at 2,000 feet and moderate visibility.

12 Day Sorties. (6.55 hrs.) Alr Tests.
1 Kight Sortie ( 1 hour) Duals; solos.

Weather. Drizsle and poor visibility at first, improving to moderate in morning.

No _Sorties. |
¥eather. Intermittent rain and driszsle with poor visibility. Mist at night with fog forming later.

13 Day Sorties. (15.35hrs.) Air Tests; local flying practice; oross country.
¥eather. dy, base 2,000 feet, and moderate visibility. Idght variable winds.
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DAILY DIARY SUMMARY

No. 405 SQUADRON

NOVEMBER, 1941.

Two a/c carried out bombing attack on Dunkirk. One

a/c identified docks and dropped bombs but results
not observed. Other a/c could not identify target

and bombs were jettisoned in North Sea. Flak was
not severe until attack was made. Nickels were also
dropped in the St. Omer - Hazebrouck - Bethune area,
Eight a/c carried out bombing attack on Hamburg. Three
of them attacked target area, three the actual dock
areas, and one the vicinity of Kipper. One a/c ret-
urned owing to inter-comm. trouble. Red glow which
might have been a big fire seen through the clouds

by one a/c. Flak, S/L's, flares were all very active.
Five a/c made bombing attack on Dunkirk. Two.a/c
pin-pointed the dock area and bombed it, one jettis-
oned bombs N. of the target in a violent evasive action
to avold accurate flak. Bursts were seen across Docks
Noe 5 and No. 6. Two a/c were unable to see any ground
features and jettisoned bombs in sea.w.
Ten a/c made bombing attack on Berlin. Five attacked
the target area in very bad weather. Four bombed altern-
ative targets including Wilhelmshaven and Kiel. In the
latter case bomb explosions were seen on W. side of
harbour. One a/c missing from this operation. At 0243
hours it reported the operation completed at 0228 hrs.
and nothing further heard. Missing crew listed in
Diary. One a/c crashed on retummn, Cat. A.C. Two a/c
attacked the dock area at Boulogne. Bursts were ween

on and around Docks Nos.4 and 6 and incendiaries were
to take effect on No.6. Nickels were also released

in Montreuil area. Flak and many S/L. encountered but
there were no casualties.

Three a/c bombed the docks at Hamburg. In spite of ground
haze the crews were satisfied that they bombed quite
close to the actual target. In two cases bomb bursts
were seen and fires started. Onea/c on return landed at
Linton, its port engine firing on landing. It had
bombed the alternative Wilhelmshaven due to sickness

of Captain.
Extract from P.0.R. of 14-11-41 - R758088 Sgt. Turner,
W.J., pilot, awarded the D.F.M. in accordance with
extract from the London Gazette 24th October - Auths
A.M.0. N1310/41.

One a/c (W/Cdre. Fenwick-Wilson), on a bombing attack
on Emden, found Baltrum Island through a cloud break
and bombed Eta. Some flashes were seen and a persistent
white-green glow near Norden. Another a/c (Sgt. Finn)
ldentified a tongue of Rkand E. of Termunten and bombs
probably fell a mile or so W. of Emden, flashes being
seen,
A signal from Air Ministry announced that the Madrid
Alr Attache had advised that W/Cdre. P.A. Gilchrist is
intermed in Switzerland and Cean.R69544 Sgt. Pilot Paton,
J.3. 1s interned in Spain. They were first and second
pilots respectively of a/c missing from operations over
Brest on 24th July, 1941.

Inclement weather during the latter part of the month
seriously curtailed operations.
Operations Record Book - RAF Form 541 - is attached to
Diary.




