Willie the Wolf
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[Author collection ofWillie Wolf Nose Art on an American-B4 bomber in England 1944]

Wolves were once present in extraordinary large numbers on theginal island of Great
Britain, and skeletaremains show they werdhe samesizel & (i 2CRritadia@wlves. The
species was slowly exterminated from the U.K. through a combination of deforestation and
active trapping through bounty systems. According to Scottish folklore the last Wolf was killed
in 1743, and theirtotal extinction continuesuntil present day. Therestill remains a strong
resistance to reintroduce the Wolf to Scotland and England, however during the Second World
2 NJ a2 Aff AS sackedreitddudedto thd United Kingdomand he produced a
new generation ofover two million off-spring, which remainpart of their populationtoday.



The American8" Air Force HistoricaBociety was founded in 1975, by an original Lea@48
pilot in the 466" Bomb Group, Lt. Col. John M/oolnought, USAF, [retired]. That same year,
the author was a tenyear veteran of the Metro. Toronto Police Force, employed in the print
room [Dungeon] of the lIdentification Bureau at 590 Jarvis SMy main duties were
fingerprinting endless lines of prisoners, learning to classify fingerprints and mastering the art
of developingphotographs in a dark room, hypo splasgi. [replaced by the computer] After

ten years of dealing withthe dark side of¢ 2 NP yharkistthe only red enjoyment became

the few minutes | could spend in the darkroom, all alone, developiny own WWII aircraft
nose art35 mmnegativesp ¢ K2dzZa3K &2dzNJ | dzi K2 NJ Réxpeyede 1Yy 2 6
proved to be a vitalstarting point in by nextforty-six years of aircraft nose artollection and
preservation of WWillaircraft photos. In a 1975 letter penned to Col. John Woolnought, |
explained my interest in the subject of"8Air Force WWII Nose Artepainting and preserving

this lost art, and if | could join the 8th A.F. as an associate member. In January 1976, | became
an Associate [Canadian] member 644A, and shared letters with founder Woolnought. To my
surprise, | learned Sgt. John Woolnought cdhdoecome an Air Force photo instructghypo
splasher] at Lowry Field, Colorado, in 1942, and later went to flying school and became a
Liberator pilot in the 8 A.F.At the time, John was collecting originakegatives andphotos for

the future 1978 publication of the first 8 A.F. Album, the story of the Mighty Eighth Air Force

in WWII. | wroteback, and ask why not star nose art column in the 8 A.F. Journal, which
was thenpublished four times each year, and learn more about the reasons for painting this
art in time of war. | was not prepared fohis repl in a following letter. The piloivho founded

the 8" A F. Historical Society, was giving this unknown Canadian his own small nose art column
in the Mighty Eighth Newsletter, preserving their WWII nose paintindg®y 1977, Johrhad
massed a collection of over 6,000 photographs and hundreds of forgotten nose art images.
Next came the formation of the 8 A.F. Memaial Museum Foundation, to estfalish and
maintain a museum plus museum collections of'@\.F. memorabilia. Another major project
was the establishment of the 8 A.F. Collection in the Imperial War Mseum at Duxford,

EnglandLy G KS & LINAyYyH &GP mditoydzY & ¢KISA yLIdzoft AAKSR |y

with hundreds of nose art photos. By 1980, th& &.F. Historical Society had grown to almost

8,000 members and the photo co@i A 2y ¢l a ySIFENI& wmnXnnn AYl3ISa

gl ANJ C2NODS | SI NbD 2 glis anothddz@dtion ddweddto Ameripanmése art

painted in England Thel dzii Kribd¢Bréicolumn in the 8 A.F. News was alsgrowing in both

content andhundreds of lette's receivedwvhich preserved vital information combined with the

discovery of many forgotten Americans who painted aircraft in WWII. This information was

later published in the 1987 book ¢ + Ay G 3S | ANONI Fi4 b2aS ! NI daw
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Ethell and the author.



While mynose art colunn was small in size, | soon realizédvas my choice of subject matter
which producel the most interest andvelcomestackof letters with attached originahose art
photos, which | copied and printedflearned at Toronto iDent. Bureau]This is myoriginal 8"
Air Force Newslournalstory which was published in 1982, and it produced above normal
amount ofletters and nose art connected with a A & a [ | O $ @nd aiséttie Slangvdrid F
G2 Attt ASDE

THE STORY BEHIND
THE NOSE ART

by Clarence Simonsen
Mr. Milton Caniff was famous for his
cartoon strip, “Male Call,"” featuring
the one and only Miss Lace. Then a 27
year old cartoonist, S/Sgt Leonard San-
sone introduced a shaggy-haired wolf in
G.l. dress and called it ““The Wolf.” In
1943 Sansone took a sly poke at Caniff
with the cartoon shown here. That car-
toon inspired the nose art on ““Lucky 1"
at the 458th BG and on another B-24,
possibly called “Drunkard’s Dream,”” unit
unknown. Does anyone know of other
nose art that used this pose as the
feature?

2 & . .
Coprrght 1941 be Miiten Coniff. Leonsrd Sansone. @‘:
datribured by Camp Newspaser Service 502

Author collection.



Love and War represent the two far extremes of our full human experience and combined with
death and separationproducedmillions of wartime love affairs. While conductingver two
thousandAir Forcewartime interviews, almost half of theseeterans shared [with the author,

not his wife] a World War Two sexual relationship wdh had aprofound impact on this man

for the rest of his life.[Some good, some badfrom 193345, over five million British infants
were born and onethird were illegitimate [from anon-British biological father]. These babies
were born to every age group of British mother, and reached their peak in 1945, when 16.1%
of 1000 births were illegitimate.The high death rate in the Air Force [RCAF, and USAAF]
provided a powerful incentive to make he at every opportunity, and a large percentage of
foreign males did just thatOver 2,100 Canadians fathered a child by an English mother, and
perhaps the most famous beame a world known rock and blues guitarisbixteenyear-old
British teenagerPatricia Molly Claton gave birth to a son 30 March 194fEric Patrick Clapton]
and hisfather was a Canadian soldier Edward Fryaho had returnedoackhomeat Montreal,
Quebec.With so many servicemen seeking romantic encounters with British ladies, the slang
YyIYS a2 Mt el Ofassoonapplied as tlese soldiersoamed like a pack of Wolves
seeking sexlIf you studyAmerican/Canadian teenage slang ftre early 194@ you will find a
number of terms were usRB (2 RS&aONARO6S | YIS BARZBGETIMEF &
Operator], Wolf on a scooter, educated Fox, or just Wolf. The Aman Forcesin England
created a huge slang of their own and a number of books can duenfl online if readers are
interested. The term Q. for Government&d 4 dzS ¢l a FANBRG dzaSR Ay

{ GNA LEeBrdarymgfn v ' yR a22y SELJI yRARy Goths], Gdddd  WI

[Common Soldier] and G.I. Jesus [Chaplain]January 1942aR | NJ K| A daBAaged p Q
Lenny Sansone enlisted in the U.S. Army and after training was posted to Fort Belvoir, Va.,

GKSNBE KS ¢2NJ SR 2y GKS [/ I'Bgrhdin NoBwad LBlodfd®, Nkan 5 dzO{ 6

Boston, in 1917, Lenny was a graduate foMassachusetts School of Art and became a
commercial artist in his short civilian life. For a gag, he created a cart@hsoldier with a
Wolf head, who had a oné¢rack mind [SEXJwvhen it came to women, namedG.l. Wolfé¢ When
the Camp Newspaper Service was created, Pte. Sansone was transferred and his new editors

saw the obvious possibilities inhe cartoon and the titlewas changed toeadd ¢ KS 2 2 T ®¢

Cartoonist Pte. Lenny Sansone at Camp Newspaper Service.



The new cartoon caught on wittAllied troops immediately, and was soon syndicated around
the world appearing in over 1,000 sea newspapers including those the RCAF in Canada
and England. By1943,0 KS &2 2f T¢ 0 S 3hundreds af differedit3aintigs &s/
Americanaircraft nose art.

Author collection.



TheWolf even appeared in Spanish on o#gnericanB-24 aircraftnose art.[Author collection]



“If you've made no plans for tonight, may I
suggest something?” '

Author collection.

Lenny Sansongas a very talented artist and his cartoon was kept very simple, a well drawn
sexy looking American Lady, thacial expresson on the G.I. Wolf, with a catch linemostly
reflecting on the subject of sex his comic art [Wolf chasingpin-up girl] soonbegan appearing
as nose art on may aircraft, and a new trend wabeingcreated.



[Internet free domain image]

Thishappy faced Wolf praying dreaming af nudeBritish ladywas calleddlLos Lobosand flew

with the 449" B.G. Different Wolf nose art also appeared on the port nose of the san4B

' ANONI Fi o ¢CKS STFSOUG 2F G¢KS 2 2énddttheddadi 22y &
time, a factual part of wartime European Theatre aircrafhose art. The Australian, New

Zealand, Canadian, and most of all the [oveaid] Americans were in fact changing the future

DNA of a new generatiofWolves] being born in the United KingdomToday hundreds of

British citizens are learning of their past [Wolf] roots thanks to modern BN



By 1942 American artists Geae Petty and Alberta Vargas haathieved world fame and public
recognition, however another American artist named Gil Elvgreas emerging as the most
loved and respectegin-up painter ofthe Second World War. In 19338 he ceated a series of
pin-up paintingsand these were reissued ih942, ina twelve-page booklet form which could
be mailed to American soldiers serving overseas. These reissued Americampggamour girls
had a major effect on USAAF aircraft nose art in the United Kingdom, and around the world.

The Gil Elvgren phgirl beganappearing as aircraft nose art and many were being chased by a
Wolf. The 8 A.F. in England had fiveB7 Foii N &aa 02Y0SN&E VYyIYSR a22¢F
384" B. G. serial 429723, BKB, seen aboveAuthor collection]



The simple Sansoneartoon [The Wolf] produced wide range of nose art which involveall

the famous pinup grls of the time. In the 8" Air Force alone nine bomberfB-17 and B24]
carried K S y I YS a22t7F wrIR20FQatHiStyzZg SR {oF&Qa [ I ,ANE
which appearedon four known aircratft.

Author collection.
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In 1943, two colour photos of waist gunner Frank T. Lusic appeared in front of 1igmB serial

4241 ppH N Y I YSR Today théWwIl #uzgeRudlineaning has been lost to the
newest generation of model builders, and it had nothing to do withttle Red Riding Hood and
the BigBad Wolf.

War and Military breeds a differentculturallA 0 Q4 26y YR 6AGK Al O2YSa
The world wide scale of the Second WadrWWar inspired thousands of newlang words and a

large number foundtheir way to aircraft nose art paintings. In 1962, the author joined the
Canadian Army [Military Police] and began basic training at Camp Borden, Ontario, in early

July. Just two weeks into ourcourse, my platoon was orderedly our Drill Staff Sergeanto

strip naked and line up in front of a Medical Oé&r, who sat on a chajibesidea box of large

flat wooden sticks When your turn came, the officer took out a new stick, and then proceeded

to pock around your genital organ until he yellamhexté¢ KA & ¢+ a OF ff SR a{ K2 NI
and that was the new Armyedicalterm for my penis. One of my fellow class mates was found

to be infested with pubic lice and itwasoonl yy 2 dzy OSR KS K&OR IvwgheNg G OK / N
saw him again. That was my firseécruit introduction to postwar Canadian Army slang.



During the first three months of Canadian Army Basic Training all recruits were confined to
camp area, and no 48 hour passes were issued, you had to earn tfiempossible] This meant
no drinking, nocontact with females and of course no sejimpossible] The Army slang word

foryourpeniswasi 2 Af t ASé NYRYyYaa8202621 S22 58§ KIKS Ga

for a penile erection. Thesmale sexual slang wordsriginated in the military during WWII and
were still very muchin use twentyyears later.
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Author collection.

ThisB-24J, serial 4410271flew with the American 14 Air Force during WWII with nose art
showing a G.l. chasing &flA y 3 y dzZRS 6 K2 8 NBdwly théiAaigi wiodiWsllie a | |
[for penis]was being added tahe Wolf and theaircraft nose art name became very common.

@ mMpnnI [S2yFNR da[Syyeé¢ {lyazyS KIR 0SSy
appearing in over 1,600 Camp Newspapers in U.S., Canada, and Britain. By now his Wolf had
caused a major shift in nose artgintings, showing troops andr Wolf chasing nude or topless
ladies, with shng catch namesJamaica?Did you makeher? Heavenly Body, Sack Time, Miss
Slip Stream, Sh&eroo, The Peter Heater, andery commonpainted Lakanooki.dNooki¢ was
military slang forhavingsex.
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Author collection.



Even the U.S. Navy got into the act painting Wéleaded sailorsNo matter whatart form or
what name, the Wolf joined the ranks of the Pidp girl and Walt Disney characters as possibly
the third most painted nose art duringhe last year ofMWWII. [Author]

In 1944, S/Sgt. Leonard Sansatreated a pun style cartoon directed at USAAFadian aircraft
nose art, showingis Wolf sexual conquestdinternet]
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“THEY SAID

N

WELL, NOW, YOu
UNDERSTAND —
SMITHERS, You
DONT HAVE To

While RCAF Canadian artists wargual or even better than somé&merican counterparts, the
RSYFYR FT2NJ ! YSNR OJwith Missi ad¢ LI R a & & KSlowkdbbtlftd be
published across Canada RCAFRraining newsletter magazinegAuthor]



No. 4 RCAF Bombing and Gunnery School at Final, Ontarib 6 & S NabBISHe# both
American cartoonst ¢ KS 2 2f Fé¢ leAdmonthl £ S /| f € ¢
The Wolt

Coprright 1945 by Leonard Ssmvone. distriduted by Camp Newspaper Service

) b7y Sansone
R
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“There's something about that soldier | like!”




RCAF artists createdhany cartoons drawingthe aircraft they used in training like the Avro
Anson at No. 7 Bombing and Gunnery School at Paulson, Manitdtmaerican Coke ads also
featured drawings ofCanadians in RCAF uniform and a rare few appeanedrrench language

like No. 9 Air Observer School, St. Jean, Quebec, above.



