
Willie the Wolf 

 
[Author collection of Willie Wolf Nose Art on an American B-24 bomber in England 1944] 

Wolves were once present in extraordinary large numbers on the original island of Great 

Britain, and skeletal remains show they were the same size ŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Canadian wolves. The 

species was slowly exterminated from the U.K. through a combination of deforestation and 

active trapping through bounty systems. According to Scottish folklore the last Wolf was killed 

in 1743, and their total extinction continues until present day. There still remains a strong 

resistance to reintroduce the Wolf to Scotland and England, however during the Second World 

²ŀǊ ά²ƛƭƭƛŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƭŦέ ǿŀǎ secretly reintroduced to the United Kingdom and he produced a 

new generation of over two million off-spring, which remain part of their population today.  

 



The American 8th Air Force Historical Society was founded in 1975, by an original Lead B-24 

pilot in the 466th Bomb Group, Lt. Col. John H. Woolnought, USAF, [retired]. That same year, 

the author was a ten-year veteran of the Metro. Toronto Police Force, employed in the print 

room [Dungeon] of the Identification Bureau at 590 Jarvis St. My main duties were 

fingerprinting endless lines of prisoners, learning to classify fingerprints and mastering the art 

of developing photographs in a dark room, hypo splasher. [replaced by the computer] After 

ten years of dealing with the dark side of ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ mankind, the only real enjoyment became 

the few minutes I could spend in the darkroom, all alone, developing my own WWII aircraft 

nose art 35 mm negativesΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ experience 

proved to be a vital starting point in by next forty-six years of aircraft nose art collection and 

preservation of WWII aircraft photos. In a 1975 letter penned to Col. John Woolnought, I 

explained my interest in the subject of 8th Air Force WWII Nose Art, repainting and preserving 

this lost art, and if I could join the 8th A.F. as an associate member. In January 1976, I became 

an Associate [Canadian] member 644A, and shared letters with founder Woolnought. To my 

surprise, I learned Sgt. John Woolnought had become an Air Force photo instructor [hypo 

splasher] at Lowry Field, Colorado, in 1942, and later went to flying school and became a 

Liberator pilot in the 8th A.F. At the time, John was collecting original negatives and photos for 

the future 1978 publication of the first 8th A.F. Album, the story of the Mighty Eighth Air Force 

in WWII. I wrote back, and ask why not start a nose art column in the 8th A.F. Journal, which 

was then published four times each year, and learn more about the reasons for painting this 

art in time of war. I was not prepared for his reply in a following letter. The pilot who founded 

the 8th A.F. Historical Society, was giving this unknown Canadian his own small nose art column 

in the Mighty Eighth Newsletter, preserving their WWII nose paintings. By 1977, John had 

massed a collection of over 6,000 photographs and hundreds of forgotten nose art images. 

Next came the formation of the 8th A.F. Memorial Museum Foundation, to establish and 

maintain a museum plus museum collections of 8th A.F. memorabilia. Another major project 

was the establishment of the 8th A.F. Collection in the Imperial War Museum at Duxford, 

England. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ мфтуΣ ά¢ƘŜ уth !ΦCΦ !ƭōǳƳέ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

with hundreds of nose art photos. By 1980, the 8th A.F. Historical Society had grown to almost 

8,000 members and the photo colleŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ млΣллл ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻƻƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

8th !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ώмфумϐ plus another section devoted to American nose art 

painted in England.  The ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ nose art column in the 8th A.F. News was also growing in both 

content and hundreds of letters received which preserved vital information combined with the 

discovery of many forgotten Americans who painted aircraft in WWII. This information was 

later published in the 1987 book ς ά±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ bƻǎŜ !Ǌǘ άwŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 5ǳǘȅέ ōȅ DŀǊȅ aΦ 

Valant and ǘƘŜ мффм ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ bƻǎŜ !Ǌǘ ²²L ǘƻ ¢ƻŘŀȅέ ōȅ WŜŦŦǊŜȅ 

Ethell and the author.  

 

 



While my nose art column was small in size, I soon realized it was my choice of subject matter 

which produced the most interest and welcome stack of letters with attached original nose art 

photos, which I copied and printed. [learned at Toronto I-Dent. Bureau] This is my original 8th 

Air Force News Journal story which was published in 1982, and it produced an above normal 

amount of letters and nose art connected with άaƛǎǎ [ŀŎŜέ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŦέ and also the slang word 

ά²ƛƭƭƛŜΦέ 

 

Author collection. 

 

 



Love and War represent the two far extremes of our full human experience and combined with 

death and separation, produced millions of wartime love affairs. While conducting over two 

thousand Air Force wartime interviews, almost half of these veterans shared [with the author, 

not his wife] a World War Two sexual relationship which had a profound impact on this man 

for the rest of his life. [Some good, some bad] From 1939-45, over five million British infants 

were born and one-third were illegitimate [ from a non-British biological father]. These babies 

were born to every age group of British mother, and reached their peak in 1945, when 16.1% 

of 1000 births were illegitimate. The high death rate in the Air Force [RCAF, and USAAF] 

provided a powerful incentive to make love at every opportunity, and a large percentage of 

foreign males did just that. Over 22,100 Canadians fathered a child by an English mother, and 

perhaps the most famous became a world known rock and blues guitarist. Sixteen-year-old 

British teenager Patricia Molly Clapton gave birth to a son 30 March 1945, [Eric Patrick Clapton] 

and his father was a Canadian soldier Edward Fryer, who had returned back home at Montreal, 

Quebec. With so many servicemen seeking romantic encounters with British ladies, the slang 

ƴŀƳŜ ά²ƻƭŦέ ƻǊ ά²ƻƭŦ-tŀŎƪέ was soon applied as these soldiers roamed like a pack of Wolves 

seeking sex. If you study American/Canadian teenage slang for the early 1940Ωs you will find a 

number of terms were useŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΦ B.T.O. [Big Time 

Operator], Wolf on a scooter, educated Fox, or just Wolf. The American Forces in England 

created a huge slang of their own and a number of books can be found online if readers are 

interested. The term G.I. for Government IǎǎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ά{ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

{ǘǊƛǇŜǎέ ƛƴ February мфпнΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ DΦLΦ WŀƴŜ ώ²ƻƳŜƴΩs Army Corps], G.I. Joe 

[Common Soldier] and G.I. Jesus [Chaplain]. In January 1942, a ŘŀǊƪ ƘŀƛǊŜŘΣ рΩ мέΣ baby-faced 

Lenny Sansone enlisted in the U.S. Army and after training was posted to Fort Belvoir, Va., 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ά5ǳŎƪōƻŀǊŘΦέ Born in Norwood, Norfolk, near 

Boston, in 1917, Lenny was a graduate of Massachusetts School of Art and became a 

commercial artist in his short civilian life. For a gag, he created a cartoon G.I. soldier with a 

Wolf head, who had a one-track mind [SEX] when it came to women, named άG.I. Wolf.έ When 

the Camp Newspaper Service was created, Pte. Sansone was transferred and his new editors 

saw the obvious possibilities in the cartoon and the title was changed to read ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŦΦέ  

     Cartoonist Pte. Lenny Sansone at Camp Newspaper Service. 



The new cartoon caught on with Allied troops immediately, and was soon syndicated around 

the world appearing in over 1,000 service newspapers including those of the RCAF in Canada 

and England. By 1943, ǘƘŜ ά²ƻƭŦέ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ hundreds of different paintings as 

American aircraft nose art. 

 

 

Author collection. 



 

 

The Wolf even appeared in Spanish on one American B-24 aircraft nose art. [Author collection] 

 



 

Author collection. 

Lenny Sansone was a very talented artist and his cartoon was kept very simple, a well drawn 

sexy looking American Lady, the facial expression on the G.I. Wolf, with a catch line mostly 

reflecting on the subject of sex. This comic art [Wolf chasing a pin-up girl] soon began appearing 

as nose art on many aircraft, and a new trend was being created. 

 



 

 

[Internet free domain image] 

This happy faced Wolf praying dreaming of a nude British lady was called άLos Lobosέ and flew 

with the 449th B.G. Different Wolf nose art also appeared on the port nose of the same B-24 

ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŦέ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ǎǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƘǳƳƻǊƻǳǎ, and at the same 

time, a factual part of wartime European Theatre aircraft nose art. The Australian, New 

Zealand, Canadian, and most of all the [over-paid] Americans were in fact changing the future 

DNA of a new generation [Wolves] being born in the United Kingdom. Today hundreds of 

British citizens are learning of their past [Wolf] roots thanks to modern DNA.  



        

By 1942, American artists George Petty and Alberta Vargas had achieved world fame and public 

recognition, however another American artist named Gil Elvgren was emerging as the most 

loved and respected pin-up painter of the Second World War. In 1937-38 he created a series of 

pin-up paintings and these were reissued in 1942, in a twelve-page booklet form, which could 

be mailed to American soldiers serving overseas. These reissued American pin-up glamour girls 

had a major effect on USAAF aircraft nose art in the United Kingdom, and around the world.  

 

The Gil Elvgren pin-girl began appearing as aircraft nose art and many were being chased by a 

Wolf. The 8th A.F. in England had five B-17 ForǘǊŜǎǎ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά²ƻƭŦ tŀŎƪέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

384th B. G. serial 42-29723, BK-B, seen above. [Author collection] 



 

The simple Sansone cartoon [The Wolf] produced a wide range of nose art which involved all 

the famous pin-up girls of the time. In the 8th Air Force alone nine bombers [B-17 and B-24] 

carried tƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά²ƻƭŦ tŀŎƪέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ²ƻƭŦΩǎ 5ŜƴΣ ²ƻƭŦΩǎ [ŀƛǊΣ ²ƻƭŦƭŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƭǾŜǎ LƴŎΦ, 

which appeared on four known aircraft.  

 

Author collection. 



 

In 1943, two colour photos of waist gunner Frank T. Lusic appeared in front of his B-17F, serial 

42-нфрнпΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ άaŜŀǘ IƻǳƴŘΦέ Today the WWII true sexual meaning has been lost to the 

newest generation of model builders, and it had nothing to do with Little Red Riding Hood and 

the Big Bad Wolf.  

War and Military breeds a different culture all ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƭŀƴƎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ 

The world wide scale of the Second World War inspired thousands of new slang words and a 

large number found their way to aircraft nose art paintings. In 1962, the author joined the 

Canadian Army [Military Police] and began basic training at Camp Borden, Ontario, in early 

July.  Just two weeks into our course, my platoon was ordered by our Drill Staff Sergeant to 

strip naked and line up in front of a Medical Officer, who sat on a chair, beside a box of large 

flat wooden sticks. When your turn came, the officer took out a new stick, and then proceeded 

to pock around your genital organ until he yelled άnext.έ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƘƻǊǘ !ǊƳ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴέ 

and that was the new Army Medical term for my penis. One of my fellow class mates was found 

to be infested with pubic lice and it was soon ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ψ/ǊƻǘŎƘ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘsΩ ŀƴŘ we never 

saw him again. That was my first recruit introduction to postwar Canadian Army slang. 

 



During the first three months of Canadian Army Basic Training all recruits were confined to 

camp area, and no 48 hour passes were issued, you had to earn them. [impossible] This meant 

no drinking, no contact with females and of course no sex. [impossible] The Army slang word 

for your penis was ά²ƛƭƭƛŜέ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƪŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά²ƻƻŘȅ-²ƛƭƭƛŜέ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀƴƎ 

for a penile erection. These male sexual slang words originated in the military during WWII and 

were still very much in use twenty-years later.  

 

Author collection. 

This B-24J, serial 44-40271 flew with the American 14th Air Force during WWII with nose art 

showing a G.I. chasing a flȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŘŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά²ƛƭƭƛŜ aŀƪŜǊΦέ Slowly the slang word Willie 

[for penis] was being added to the Wolf and the aircraft nose art name became very common. 

.ȅ мфппΣ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ ά[Ŝƴƴȅέ {ŀƴǎƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘŀŦŦκ{ƎǘΦ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

appearing in over 1,600 Camp Newspapers in U.S., Canada, and Britain. By now his Wolf had 

caused a major shift in nose art paintings, showing troops and or Wolf chasing nude or topless 

ladies, with slang catch names - Jamaica? [Did you make her?] Heavenly Body, Sack Time, Miss 

Slip Stream, Shackeroo, The Peter Heater, and very common painted Lakanooki. άNookiέ was 

military slang for having sex. 

 

 



 

 

Author collection. 



 

Even the U.S. Navy got into the act painting Wolf-Headed sailors. No matter what art form or 

what name, the Wolf joined the ranks of the Pin-Up girl and Walt Disney characters as possibly 

the third most painted nose art during the last year of WWII. [Author] 

 

In 1944, S/Sgt. Leonard Sansone created a pun style cartoon directed at USAAF aviation aircraft 

nose art, showing his Wolf sexual conquests. [Internet]  



 

While RCAF Canadian artists were equal or even better than some American counterparts, the 

ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ άaŀƭŜ /ŀƭƭέ [with Miss Lace] ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŦέ allowed both to be 

published across Canada in RCAF training newsletter magazines. [Author] 



No. 4 RCAF Bombing and Gunnery School at Final, Ontario, άhōǎŜǊǾŜǊέ published both 

American cartoons ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŦέ ŀƴŘ άaŀƭŜ /ŀƭƭέ each month. 

 



 

 

RCAF artists created many cartoons drawing the aircraft they used in training, like the Avro 

Anson at No. 7 Bombing and Gunnery School at Paulson, Manitoba. American Coke ads also 

featured drawings of Canadians in RCAF uniform and a rare few appeared in French language 

like No. 9 Air Observer School, St. Jean, Quebec, above.  

 


