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From 1879 until 1982, July 1st ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ 

5ŀȅΦέ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ tƛŜǊǊŜ ¢ǊǳŘŜŀǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ .ƛƭƭ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ф Wǳƭȅ 

1982, officially name changing [British] Dominion Day to Canada Day. 

On 1 July 1944, Canadians were in their fourth full-year of world war and their flag, [shown 

above] the Red Ensign, was a proud symbol which represented our fighting Canadian Armed 

CƻǊŎŜǎΦ !ǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ά5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ 5ŀȅέ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ 

Canadian Flag, shown being raised by the arms of Army, Navy and Air Force members, was also 

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ LƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ .ŀǘǘƭŜ CƭŀƎΦ D-Day, the invasion of France [6 June 1944] had just taken place 

and over thirty thousand Canadians had already given their lives, with this flag adorning their 

vehicles of war. 

This Canadian Red Ensign emerged as an informal flag which represented Canada in the early 

1870s. The flag was flown at sea and on land, appearing with the coat of arms of the Canadian 

provinces until 1922. It became a strong symbol for Canada during WWII and in 1945, an order 

ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ wŜŘ 9ƴǎƛƎƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŦƭŀƎέ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ƻƴ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƭŀƎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƭŀƎέ 

and Liberal Prime Minister Lester Pearson made the new Red Maple Leaf the official Canadian 

Flag on 28 January 1965. In 2007, the Red Ensign was formally recognized by the government 

ŀǎ ŀ άbŀǘƛƻnŀƭ {ȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀέ mostly to honour the tens of thousands who died fighting 

for this first strong original British/CǊŜƴŎƘ άCanadian symbol.έ 

 

This is an RCAF photo taken at RCAF Rockcliffe, Ontario, 24 July 1945. The newly painted 

[second set of markings] aircraft RCAF Liberator #574, was the first V.I.P. transport aircraft 

converted for Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King, ƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ŀƭƻƻƴέ ōȅ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 

RCAF OŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ IŀƴƎŀǊ vǳŜŜƴέ ώмп aŀǊŎƘ пр - Daily Diary] by the ground crew who 

converted this American bomber. After 24 July 1945, this Liberator flew with both the Red 

Ensign on her nose plus a Red Maple Leaf on a blue roundel fuselage marking. The Port nose 

also carried rare nose art painting of Walt DisneyΩǎ Pluto pulling a Stage Coach, [unofficial] 

insignia of RCAF No. 12 Communications Squadron. This rare one-of-kind RCAF Transport 

aircraft carried two different sets of markings, [26 February 1945 until 1948] which is still very 

confusing to some Canadian historians and aviation model builders. 

 



 

 

William Lyon Mackenzie was the tenth prime minister of Canada, leading the Liberal 

government from 1921 to June 1926, September 1926 until 1930 and again from 1935 to 1948. 

He became the longest serving P.M. governing Canada for 7,800 days.  

 

 



On 6 December 1940, his government passed the Canadian War Exchange Act, which banned 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ψƴƻƴ-ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΩ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƛŎ 

ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀred in comic 

supplements of Canadian printed newspapers.  

In 1940, The United States of America remained a determinedly isolationist nation and did not 

see the World War or Hitler as their problem to solve. American comic book publishers took 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ά¢ǊǳŜέ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ŀǘ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩs involved in WWII fighting Nazi Germany. The leading American pulp comic publisher 

became tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ tǊŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ LƭƭΦΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ 

York City, on Vanderbilt Ave. Today [2023] over one hundred of these American WWII TRUE 

comics can be read free online and many issues preserved our WWII Canadian past in different 

stories.  

 

Issue #12 was published in May 1942 and this contained the full color comic Biography of 

Mackenzie King of Canada. It is believed he never read this issue, as it could not be sold in 

Canada. 

 



 



 









 

The above original six pages may be purchased online for $27.00 [U.S.]. 



²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ YƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩs top three Prime Ministers, head of 

the Liberal Party for twenty-nine years and leader of the country for almost twenty-two years. 

King retired from politics in 1948 and died from pneumonia two years later, on 22 July. He left 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊy achievements, his 50,000-page diary, which amazed 

or ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛƪŜǊ ά²ŜƛǊŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŜΦέ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 

was most complex, he lacked charisma, was very cold and tactless in human relations, had very 

few close friends, never married, and loved his mother to the very end. [Diary ς 8 January 1922] 

Told his mother - ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦέ King was a devout 

Christian, a lifelong member of the Presbyterian Church, and he believed in a heaven and the 

afterlife. His occult interests were kept secret from Canadians during his long years in office 

and only became public after his death. Today his diary, [7,500,000 words] can be read online 

and readers can make their own decision on his communication with the spirits of the dead. 

King communed with many spirits, using séances, and paid mediums of fortune-tellers and 

palm readers, all recorded in his diaries. King claimed he communicated with Leonardo da 

Vinci, Wilfrid Laurie, his grandfather, his dead mother, and two of his dead dogs, Pat and Pat 

Two. In 1946, King made contact with the spirit  of the late President Roosevelt and the two 

old-friends had many late-night chats. These many spiritualist experiences, combined with his 

other superstitions, [numbers, the shape of objects, clouds, and the hands of the clock] helped 

ǎƘŀǇŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅǎ 

experts to read and digest. [This might go on for another thousand years] King was the only 

Western Leader to travel to Germany [27 June to 1 July 1937] and meet with Adolf Hitler, and 

came away impressed with the German leader [a man crush] and positive he would not cause 

world problems. Historians today believe his intense belief in spirits distorted his 

understanding of Hitler until war was declared in 1939. [Diary 1937 ς ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜƭƭ ȅŜǘ ŎƻƳŜ 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƳȅǎǘƛŎΣ ƛƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΦέ 

Some historians also believe King sought personal reassurance from the spirit world, helping 

him form Canadian wartime policies, which were amazingly effective and successful. Most 

historians admire his political skills and for moving Canada away from the British, with special 

attention to Canadian unitȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ άaŀǇƭŜ [ŜŀŦέ ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ  

King also played an important part in Canadian Airline Commercial flying, forming Trans-

Canada Airlines in 1937. On 5 May 1944, King became the first Canadian prime minister to fly 

transatlantic in a borrowed B-24 American Liberator VII, Consolidated C-87 Transport aircraft. 

The following year, he would fly in his own special constructed [American serial #44-10583] B-

24J RCAF #574 ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ {ŀƭƻƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ RCAF No. 12 

Communication Squadron unofficial ƴƻǎŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ tƭǳǘƻ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ {ǘŀƎŜ /ƻŀŎƘΦ LǘΩǎ 

also possible P. M. King talked with his Ǉƛƭƻǘ άPlutoέ the flying dog, but that was never recorded 

in his diaries. 

 



 

 

RCAF No. 12 Communication Squadron ς Lost History 

On 23 February 1909, J.A.D. McCurdy made the first aeroplane flight in Canada, flying the 

ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ 5ŀǊǘέ [fourth American built] a half-mile over the ice-covered surface of Baddeck Bay in 

Nova Scotia. Four more flights were completed the following day, recognized by the Royal Aero 

Club of the United Kingdom as the first heavier-than-air flights by a British subject in Canada. 

[British Army Aeroplane Cody #1 first flew on 16 October 1908] On 2 August 1909, McCurdy 

made four demonstration flights in the Silver Dart at Camp Petawawa, Ontario, [Canadian 

Army] in an attempt to interest the Department of Militia and Defence in the use of the 

aeroplane as a weapon of war. After his fourth flight, the aircraft was destroyed in a heavy 

landing and his second back-ǳǇ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ά.ŀŘŘŜŎƪ bƻΦ мέ was assembled but crashed a few days 

later, on Friday the thirteenth of August 1909. The Army Camp [Petawawa] closed before the 

second aircraft could be repaired, and the short Canadian aircraft testing was over. The 

Canadian officials who witnessed the two crashes were not impressed and repeated efforts 

[1910-12] to have the department form an aviation section were just told ς άƴƻ government 

ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦέ 

In 1919, the Canadian Government, Department of Public Information, [Ottawa] published a 

booklet giving the facts and figures of WWI Canadian Military Report. The first page stated ς 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ мфмпΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ !ǊƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊe was a permanent 

force of about 3,000 men, but no trained reserve, or ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀΦέ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǿŀǊ ƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǎƻƛƭΦέ When Canada went to war with Germany, 

4 August 1914, it had no trained pilots or aircraft in their permanent armed forces.  

 

 



On 16 September 1914, Colonel Sam Hughes, the Canadian Minister of Militia and Defence, 

personally formed a Canadian Aviation Corps, with two officers, one aircraft mechanic and one 

American aircraft from the Burgess-Dunn Company in Massachusetts, USA. Shipped by train to 

Vermont, [to avoid American neutrality law] it was assembled, and flown to Quebec City by 

pilot Clifford Webster of the Burgess-Dune Company. The biplane was loaded on the S.S. 

Athenia on 1 October 1914, and shipped to the dock at PlymouthΣ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

military combat aircraft never flew in England, as the new Canadian Aviation Corps only had 

three pilots and the Burgess-Dunn quickly deteriorated [rotted] in the wet English climate and 

was written off. This first [catch-up] attempt to form a Canadian Aviation Corps by the Minister 

of Militia  and Defence ended in total failure. On 7 May 1915, the short lived [eight months] 

first Canadian Aviation Corps ceased to exist. The Canadian Burgess aircraft contained no 

known markings. 

 

1915 ad from American Aviation Week magazine. 



 

From the very beginning of World War One the two British air services, Royal Flying Corps [RFC] 

and Royal Naval Air Service [RNAS] both turned to Canada for a source of pilot recruits. This 

continued on 1 April 1918, when the two British air services were united and became the Royal 

Air Force. At first the British would only accept trained Canadian pilots, but there were few in 

the hundreds of young volunteers, and even fewer civilian schools in the rapidly expanding 

demand for Canadian trained pilots. [The American Curtiss School of Aviation at Toronto, 

άIŀƴƭŀƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘέ trained 129 Canadian pilots at a cost of $400 for 400 minutes ΨǎŜǾŜƴ ƘƻǳǊǎΩ of 

flying, then they sailed for England] 

 On 18 January 1917, the Royal Flying Corps consulted with Canadian officials and agreed on an 

organization of three RFC Stations for training in Canada. In October 1917, the three were 

organized into a Training Brigade, RFC No. 42 Camp Borden, RFC No. 43 Deseronto and RFC No. 

44 North Toronto. [In total seven schools were opened] The United States entered the war in 

April 1917, [with 135 aircraft on strength] and the British entered into a training scheme where 

early American aero squadrons and personnel would be trained in Canada in return for Royal 

Flying Corps training in snow-free Texas during the winters of 1917-18. In total eight American 

Aero Squadrons were trained by the Royal Flying Corps, 17th Aero, 22nd Aero, 27th Aero and 28th 

Aero Squadrons trained by British Flying Instructors in Canada and the 147th Aero, 77th Aero, 

78th Aero and 79th Aero Squadrons were trained by British Flying Instructors at Kelly Field and 

Waco, Texas. On 11 November 1918, [Armistice signed] the RFC/RAF training organization in 

Canada had graduated 3,135 pilots [over 200 being Americans which is not included in total] 

7,463 aircraft mechanics, with 130 pilots killed in training accidents.  

 



 

 



 

With seventeen aircraft hangars, RFC/RAF Camp Borden became the largest airport in Canada. 



 

 

 

Between 1917-1918, 1,288 Curtiss JN-4C [Canuck] aircraft were manufactured in the factory of 

Canadian Aeroplanes Ltd. at Toronto, Ontario. These RFC/RAF aircraft trainers had a control 

stick, [American model had a wheel] ailerons on the lower wings and a new designed stronger 

tail with fabric on metal tubing. The Canadian RFC trainer aircraft was designated ς ά/ŀƴǳŎƪΦέ 

The seven Canadian RFC schools began operation in May-June 1917 and each school adapted a 

new form of aircraft squadron fuselage identification. The Canadian markings ranged from 

simple single letters, numbers, to badges of animals such as a black cat and Scottish Terrier 

dog. This was a first for Canadian aviation and the author would like to extend a special thanks 

to the many model aeroplane publications and websites which have researched and preserved 

this important creation of Canadian aviation aircraft fuselage markings.  

 

 



 

No. 85 Training Squadron at Camp Mohawk, [Deseronto] Ontario, flew two squadrons with 

fuselage markings of a crest with black cross and the second squadron flew with a black Scottish 

Terrier dog fuselage marking. The rear tail fin was painted light blue on all the Curtiss JN-4C 

aircraft flown at Camp Mohawk. The complete RFC/RAF history of Canadian aircraft markings 

can be found on a number of websites and well researched model aeroplane magazine 

publications. 

 

 

 

 



The total number of Canadians who flew for the British in WWI is unknown due to British 

records which failed to properly identify airmen from other parts of the Empire and the large 

number of Americans who professed to being Canadian during their British enlistment. It is 

today estimated 23,000 Canadians served under the British and at least 1,563 are known to 

have given their lives. The Canadian Military Report published by Ottawa in 1919, records 

21,169 Canadians served in the RFC/RAF mainly as pilots, observers, or pilot cadets, with 20,500 

on strength in the Royal Air Force on 11 November 1918. Canadians served in every battle front 

flying mostly fighters, day and night bombers, flying boats, observation balloons and British 

Army spotter aircraft. These Canadian air achievements are still a largeƭȅ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘέ forgotten 

part of their original Royal Air Force creation and form the present early heritage of the Royal 

Canadian Air Force.  

On 30 April 1918, the Canadian High Commissioner in London, expressed his proposal to form 

a Canadian Air Force in England. On 5 August 1918, the British Air Ministry authorized the 

formation of two Canadian Squadrons, one a day-bomber and the other a fighter squadron, 

which was approved by the Canadian Privy Council on 19 September. bƻΦ м ώbƻΦ ум ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴέ 

RAF] Squadron was formed at Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire, England, on 20 November 1918, a 

scout [fighter] squadron assigned four Sopwith Dolphin aircraft.  

 

Air Classics Quarterly Review 1978, model of the Sopwith Dolphin in No. 1 Canadian markings. 



No. 1 [Canadian] Squadron received their first Sopwith Dolphin aircraft on 18 November 1918, 

serial E4764, F4767, F7076, and F7085. It is believed Dolphin E4764 received the very first 

Canadian Maple Leaf fuselage markingsΣ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀǇƭŜ [ŜŀŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǊƪ .ƭǳŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ΨмΩ 

painted to the rear of the RAF roundel. Photos confirm at least two Dolphin aircraft and the 

Sopwith Snipe [tail fin] carried the White Maple Leaf with Blue #1. The squadron were also 

assigned four S.E.5a fighters serials E5747, E5755, F7982, and F9020, Avro 504K # E4207, Bristol 

F.28 fighter #E4336, Sopwith Snipe # E8213 and two war-prize German Fokker D.VII serial 

6823/18 and 8493/18. These aircraft carried the Red Maple Leaf with white #1. 

 

Library and Archives image showing the Red Maple Leaf on the German war-prize Fokker D. 

VII, serial 8493/18. This complete history of the Canadian Air Force in England, and aircraft 

markings, can be found on a number of model publications and excellent websites. This 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ aŀǇƭŜ [ŜŀŦ ŀǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

Canadian combat aircraft, but it was short lived.  

On 14 June 1919, the Canadian government officially informed England that it was not forming 

a permanent peace-time air force. Orders directed that all flying cease and all aircraft and 

equipment belonging to the Canadian government be dismantled and shipped to Canada. No. 

1 Squadron was disbanded on 28 January 1920, followed by No. 2 Squadron and Wing 

Headquarters on 5 February. The Directorate of Air Services was disbanded on 9 August 1920, 

bringing /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǾƛŀtion force to an end. It was a pure shock to the 20,000 

most outstanding airmen and highly decorated Canadian aircrews in the world. It was like 

finding your best friend in bed with your wife, but life must go on, and the Canadian public had 

no idea they had lost their first combat trained Canadian Air Force.    



On 5 September 1918, plans to form a Royal Canadian Naval Air Service were approved by the 

Canadian government. The new air-arm recruited 81 flying cadets with 60 in training in the 

United States, eight awaiting assignment and the remaining 13 training in the United Kingdom. 

On 5 December 1918, the RCNAS was disbanded and the cadets in training were demobilized. 

aŀƴȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ L ōelieve 

this was just part of early political debate [delays] over the value of a permanent Air Force in 

Peace time, and most of all saving money. 

On 6 June 1919, the government passed the Air Board Act and they were constituted on 23 

June, submitting their recommendations for the organization of the Canadian Air Force on 22 

December. On 31 August 1920, a Canadian Air Force Association was established, with a base 

in each Canadian province. The new C.A.F. was a non-permanent organization, only involved 

in providing a 28-day refresher training course for wartime Royal Air Force officers and airmen. 

Secondly they trained pilots for the Air Board of Civil Operations Branch, which became the 

ά¢ŀȄƛέ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ in Ottawa. The main training base became Camp Borden, Ontario, 

a product of the RFC/RAF training program of 1917-18. After eighteen months of operation, it 

became obvious to the government the new non-professional C.A.F. was not retraining many 

WWI pilots and in fact trained no new Canadian pilots. At last, it was decided to form a 

permanent Canadian Air Force into a single military organization. On 28 June 1922, the National 

Defence Act was passed to incorporate one department, under one minister, [Militia, Defence, 

Naval and Air Board] hƴ м !ǇǊƛƭ мфнпΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ άwƻȅŀƭέ 

was adopted and the Royal Canadian Air Force was born, after at least four failed attempts. 

From 1924 to 1932, the RCAF slowly expanded, then the great depression brought government 

cuts, the air force was slashed by one-fifth, and for the next three years was just able to survive. 

In 1936, it was decided the RCAF should be reorganized as a pure military organization breaking 

free of civil responsibilities, it began to grow and develop as a Canadian Military Air Force, 

forming new squadrons. 

No. 7 [General Purpose] Flight was formed on 29 January 1936, by amalgamating four other 

RCAF flights, Test Flight, two Photographic Detachments [Flights], and the Air Force 

Headquarters General Purpose Flight, [civilian Taxi pilots] which were all based at Rockcliffe, 

Ontario. On 1 February 1937, the squadron was reorganized into just two flights, [Test Flight] 

and [General Purpose Flight]. The General Purpose Flight was for aerial communication, 

however, this was just really for paper work, as the Daily Diary shows it became the RCAF V.I.P. 

taxi flight, which also transported many political V.I.P. members from Ottawa. The squadron 

RCAF pilots flew four Fairchild 71 aircraft serial #634, #638, #641, and #644, plus four Bellanca 

Pacemaker serial #601, #603, #610, and #612.   

 

 

 



 No. 7 [General Purpose] Flight Daily Diary begins on 1 May 1937 and it records five civilian 

registered aircraft on strength, all operated by civilian pilots. Waco CF-AYF [pilot Mr. Fisher], 

Ryan CF-AWY [pilot Mr. Wrathall], Stinson CF-BBI [pilot Mr. Towne], Stinson CF-BAS [pilot Mr. 

Bibby], and Fairchild 34 - Niska CF-AXO [pilot Mr. Schneider]. ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ Ψ¢ŀȄƛέ 

flight took place on 11 June 1937, Hon. Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Brady. Other parties were the 

Mayor of Ottawa, four Alderman from the City of Ottawa, Hon. Ian McKenzie and Hon. 

McClarty. [who used the flight many, many times]. The RCAF Senior officer passengers were - 

Wing Comdr. Godfrey, Commodore Croil, the Minister of National Defence and the most used 

passenger became [future Air Marshall Billy Bishop] and party, which included his wife. This 

ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ w/!C ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ΦLΦtΦ ώ±ŜǊȅ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ tŜǊǎƻƴϐ CƭƛƎƘǘΦ 

In July 1938, the Canadian government purchased a single American Grumman Goose aircraft, 

RCAF serial #917. This was flown to No. 7 Flight [RCAF Rockcliffe] by pilot F/Lt. Trecarten at 

12:45 hrs., 26 July 1938 and taken on charge. This became the main [land or sea] ά¢ŀȄƛέ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ 

used for transporting V.I.P. such as the Duchess of Atholl and party on 9 September 1938. On 

10 September 1939, Canada declared war on Germany, and No. 7 General Purpose Flight 

became RCAF Headquarters Communication Flight on paper. Due to the lack of trained RCAF 

pilots, the squadron [No. 7 Comm. Flight] personnel were transferred to other squadrons to 

bring them up to war strength and the squadron was disbanded on the same date it was 

formed, 10 September 1939. The Flight had no known badge or aircraft insignia. 

On 30 August 1940, No. 12 Communications Squadron was formed at RCAF Rockcliffe, taking 

the nucleus of original senior RCAF officers and aircraft from the disbanded No. 7 

Communication Flight. [ex-No. 7 General Purpose Flight] At first, they flew a variety of old 

aircraft as general air communication and light transport duties, plus ferrying and testing new 

aircraft for the RCAF. They also maintained a practice flight for the Air Force Headquarters 

personnel who were required to update their pilot flying hours every month. [North American 

Harvard, Hawker Hurricane and Avro Anson aircraft were mainly used for practice flights] 

Their RCAF assigned aircraft became a wild mix - Fairchild 71 #647 and 51 #625, two Stinson 

#3486, Fleet Fawn Mk. II #213, Hawker Tomtit #139, Grumman Goose #917, #939, #943, #944 

[ex-U.S. Navy] Goose #386, #383, and #390, Northrop Delta #675, a one-of-a-kind Barkley Grow 

#758, Lockheed Hudson #762, #765, #767, #770, and #774 Boeing 247D, Noorduyn Norseman 

#792 and #3539, three North American IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ #2918, #2922 and #3101, Hawker Hurricane 

#5689 and #5586, Lockheed 10A #1526, #1528, Lockheed 12A #7646, and Lockheed 212 #7642, 

Avro Anson #11895, #11896, #11898, and #11899, Lockheed Lodestar #561, #565 and #567, 

Douglas Dakota #663, and Beechcraft Expeditor #1387, #1388, #1389, #1390, #1391 and #1392. 

Most of the early aircraft were rather plain inside as they were used to transport fright on one 

flight and the next day seats were added for passengers.  

 

 



The Mackenzie King Liberal cabinet, [with a major part played by senior minister Hon. Clarence 

D. Howe] formed Trans-Canada Air Lines on 10 April 1937. It was created using the Crown 

Corporation Canadian National Railway, with some back-room politics, forcing a government 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ-/ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ !ƛǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ aǊΦ 

James Armstrong Richardson from Winnipeg. The Liberal government then purchased their 

first two Lockheed 10-A passenger aircraft, which Mr. Richardson had originally purchased 

from Lockheed in California. [Richardson could no longer fly in Canada, so he was forced to sell 

his two modern Lockheed Electra aircraft to T.C.A.] 

 



 

The first Lockheed 10A [serial #1112] built for Trans-Canada Airlines became CF-TCA, aircraft 

#23, on 1 October 1937. Impressed from the RCAF by the Department of National Defence on 

12 October 1939, this aircraft was assigned to No. 12 Communications Squadron [RCAF #1526] 

from 23 October 1939 until 16 January 1946. [It was loaned back to TCA for a brief period in 

1941] /ƻǾŜǊ ŀǊǘ ŘŜŎƻ ōȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ 9ǊƛŎ !ƭŘǿƛƴŎƪƭŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά/ŀƴŀŘŀ CƭƛŜǎΦέ 

 



 

RCAF photo taken of #1526 at Camp Borden on 10 January 1940. Today she survives and is on 

display at the Canadian Aviation and Space Museum, wearing the wrong period T.C.A. 

ά{ǇŜŜŘōƛǊŘέ insignia on her nose. RCAF #1526 is believed to have also flown with No. 12 Comm. 

Squadron nose art of άPluto pulling a Stage Coachέ, but photos are impossible to locate.  

 

 



No. 12 Communications Squadron flew a rare one-of-a-kind RCAF Barley Grow #758, which was 

taken on strength 22 May 1940. Her first VIP flight was recorded on 24 November 1940. Sold 

to Maritime Central on 20 October 1941, the aircraft was lost at Greenland, registered as CF-

BVM.  

 

The American Lockheed Hudson was a light bomber and coastal reconnaissance aircraft initially 

built for the Royal Air Force in 1939. A military version of the Lockheed 14 transport aircraft. 

 



 

 



In September 1939, and January 1940, the RCAF received twenty-eight Lockheed Hudson Mk. I 

transport aircraft and twelve were assigned to No. 11 Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron, 

formed at Rockcliffe, Ontario, 3 October 1939. Five others were assigned to No. 12 

Communications Squadron at RCAF Rockcliffe and appear above marked in yellow. The serial 

numbers N 73τwere original RAF serials.  

In January 1940, WWI ace and Canadian hero Billy Bishop became head [Director] of RCAF 

recruiting with the rank of first RCAF Canadian Air Marshall. A/M Bishop became a frequent 

flyer, in todays terms, and would have qualified for millions of air miles. No. 12 Comm. 

Squadron Daily Diary records his flights and the Air Marshall flew more than any other RCAF 

senior officer. Billy Bishop also had more photos taken than any other RCAF officer and a few 

recorded rare aircraft histories. 

 

With the most RCAF Lockheed Hudson Mk. I aircraft assigned to RCAF Station Rockcliffe, 

[Ottawa] it is no surprise the Air Marshall was captured in front of many RCAF Hudson aircraft, 

but most serial numbers and code letters were never shown. [angle of photo censored aircraft 

markings, code letters, serial number, by RCAF photographer] 



 

This RCAF image of Air Marshal Bishop was taken in front of Lockheed serial [RAF] #N7360 

ώǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜϐ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ w/!C ІттлΦ ώǿƘƛǘŜ άлέ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƛƴƎϐ IǳŘǎƻƴ aƪΦ L w/!C Іттл 

was taken on strength 31 January 1940 and was assigned to No. 12 Communications Squadron 

in May, for the ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀ ±ΦLΦtΦΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ w/!C ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΦ hƴ мл WǳƴŜ мфплΣ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴ 

time in Ottawa, the Canadian Minister of National Defence, [Hon. Norman McLeod Rogers] 

climbed into RCAF Hudson #770, unaccompanied, he intended to return to Ottawa after his 

speech in Toronto. The pilot was F/O John James Cottier #C1588, [Halifax, Nova Scotia] with 

RCAF flight attendant, AC1 James Edward Nesbitt #R51105 [Saskatoon, Sask.] and AC1 Oscar 

David Brownfield #R51048, radio operator, [Big River, Saskatchewan]. The V.I.P. flight took off 

from RCAF Rockcliffe for Toronto, at 12:15 hrs. the aircraft developed catastrophic engine 

failure. ώǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ newspaper report] The pilot attempted to turn back to RCAF Trenton, 

stalled, and the Hudson nose-dived at high speed into the ground just east of Newtonville, 

Ontario. Norman Rogers was trapped in the fuselage and was burned beyond recognition, only 

a skeleton remained. The tŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊέ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 

eyewitnesses had seen one of the engines on fire. The RCAF accident report discounted the 

possibly of sabotage and ruled in October 1940, cause was pilot error, no fire in engine, bad 

weather, pilot loss of ground reference, wing hit trees. I do not have the newspaper article or 

RCAF official report, so it appears to be just another accident caused by bad weather 

conditions. The only political V.I.P. fatality in the history of No. 12 Communication Squadron.   

 



 

Wing Commander J.L. Plant became Officer Commanding of No. 12 Communications Squadron 

ƻƴ ол !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфплΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ w/!C ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпл ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ άwƻŎƪŎƭƛŦŦŜ 

wŜǾƛŜǿέ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ ²κ/ tƭŀƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƻƎ ƳŀǎŎƻǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ V.I.P. squadron, 

and this possibly led to the creation of their ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ άǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀ ƻŦ tƭǳǘƻ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ 

Western Stage Coach.  


