
The following is a brief summary of Robert Hutcheon’s wartime 

career followed by the logbook pages for his service with Bomber 

Command. Hutcheon served as an educational officer with the 

postwar air force, retiring with the rank of major. 

WO2 J.E. ‘Zeke’ Pattison was F/Lt Hutcheon’s navigator. Zeke 

managed to save his navigation maps for the crew’s operations 

and they follow Hutcheon’s logbook pages. The flight track details 

and other notes on the maps provide insights into the demands 

placed on a Bomber Command navigator. 

F/Lt ROBERT HUTCHEON and ZEKE’S MAPS 

The crew were: F/O R.E. Hutcheon (pilot), WO2 J.E. Pattison, F/O  

W.J. Wilson, F/S A. Bell, WO2 R.T. Bunt, F/S R.H. Dechamp, Sgt. 

E.P. Howells 





Hutcheon’s father’s wedge cap with 

Royal Flying Corps badge and the lenses 

from his flying goggles 

F/Lt Hutcheon’s flying helmet, goggles 

and oxygen mask 

Robert Hutcheon joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1942 when he was nineteen 

years old. His father had been a pilot with the Royal Flying Corps during the First World 

War. 



Manning Depot in Edmonton 

After enlisting, Hutcheon was sent to Manning Depot in Edmonton. Recruits began their air force 

career with a four to eight week posting to a Manning Depot where they were issued with 

uniforms and learned the basics of military life such as marching drills, physical training, 

cleaning, and performing guard duty. Hutcheon was sent to 7 Service Flying Training School 

(Fort Macleod) and 15 Service Flying Training School (Claresholm) to perform guard duty. 



Following Manning Depot, Hutcheon was posted to an Initial Training School for ten weeks. 

Ground school subjects such as mathematics, navigation, and aerodynamics were studied. 

There was no flying although students did spend some time in Link trainer simulators. Their 

results here would determine his next posting. 



Hutcheon was selected for pilot training and posted to an ‘Elementary Flying Training School’ in 

Prince Albert where he flew Tiger Moth aircraft. Following his EFTS training, he was posted to 

Yorkton where he flew Cessna Cranes, twin-engined aircraft, and eventually received his 

‘Wings’. 



Hutcheon was sent overseas and posted to 24 Operational Training where his crew was formed 

and they trained on an actual warplane, the Wellington Bomber. From there he was posted to 

1664 Heavy Conversion Unit where he learned to fly the four-engined Halifax Bomber. 

Posted to 408 Squadron based at Linton-on-Ouse, Hutcheon and his crew began flying combat 

operations. He completed twenty-four operations. Following ‘V-E Day’ where the logbook notes 

an operation to ‘Piccadilly’, Hutcheon learned to fly the Lancaster Bomber and then returned to 

Canada, flying Lancaster ‘EQ-Y’ (KB905) across the  Atlantic. 

408 Squadron RCAF 































Zeke’s Maps 

J.E. ‘Zeke’ Pattison  RCAF Navigator  



Zeke made this summary of his crew’s operations immediately following the war. The note at 

bottom-left indicates that he gave this to Robert Hutcheon, his pilot. 






































































