“Long Shot Lou” had a

rare triple life in the
RCAF with two Nose
Art Paintings



Handley Page Halifax B. Mk. Il, serial LW416 was one of 35 aircraft constructed between 29
November and 22 December 1943. Six in the batch were delivered to RAF squadrons, the
remaining twenty-seven were ferried to five Canadian RCAF squadrons No. 415, 420. 424, 425
and 429. Halifax LW416 was assigned to No. 424 [Tiger] Squadron in February 1944 and painted
with code letters QB-L, with call sign “L for Lou.”
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The first operation was flown on 19/20 February 1944, F/O D.L. Crosbie, then 20 February 44
by F/O R.H. Bannihr, 24/25 February by F/LJ. Lawlor, 25/26 Feb. by F/O W.E. Krampe and again
on 7/8 March by F/O Krampe #J24321. The next four trips were flown by F/O Sherwood
#)23409, 13/14 March, 15/16 March, 18/19 March and 22/23 March. On 24/25 March the
Halifax was piloted by F/Sgt. B. Vanier #J135334, and again he flew her on the last operation
to bomb Essen, Germany, 26/27 March 1944.
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On return from this 11" operation, “Long Shot Lou” Halifax LW416 made a crash landing and
was damaged.

472d BOMBARDMENT

The nose art was painted by Mat Ferguson from Calgary, Alberta, and was inspired by an
American insignia used by the 472" Bomb Group, [B-25 training unit] 16 July 1942 until 1 May
1944.



In 1998, a replica nose art was painted by author on original Halifax skin from NA337, which
was recovered from Lake Mjosa, Norway. This aircraft was hit by German anti-aircraft fire on
24 April 1945 and crash landed in the ice cold water 110 kilometers north of Oslo, Norway. Only
the RAF tail gunner Thomas Weightman survived in the freezing water, and became a prisoner
of war. The original skin was donated to Karl Kjarsgaard, Vice-president of the Halifax Aircraft
Association, the project manager who salvaged the WWII bomber and returned it to Trenton,
Ontario, for complete restoration in 1995. These original WWII skin panels from NA337 were
painted with replica nose art and presented to veterans and members who made large
donations for the bomber restoration. Today they are in various unknown private collections
in Canada and United Kingdom.

In April 1944, the original Halifax “Long Shot Lou” was repaired and transferred to RCAF No.
426 [Thunderbird] Squadron and given the code letter OW-L. It is believed the original nose art
was retained and flown by the new squadron. The first operation was flown on 19/20 May
1944 with a total of eight completed, the last on 17/18 June 1944. No. 426 Squadron began
converting to new Halifax Mk. VII aircraft in June and LW416 was transferred for a second time
to No. 420 [Snowy Owl] squadron located at No. 62 Base, Tholthorpe, Yorkshire, England.

At Tholthorpe, Yorkshire, the veteran bomber “Long Shot Lou” was given new code letters PT-
E [E for Easy] and replaced Halifax serial NR135 “E” which went to No. 425 [Alouette] Squadron,
also based at No. 62 [RCAF] Tholthorpe, Yorks.



No. 420 (Snowy Owl) SQUADRON, R.C.A.F.

Badge: 4 snowy owl.

Motto: “Pugnamus finitum™ (“We fight
t a finish™).

Authority: King George VI, March,
1943.

The snowy owl is indigenous to Canada
and hunts by night.

No. 420 Squadron was the fourth R.C.A.F. bomber squadron
formed overseas. It came into being on 19th December, 1941,
at Waddington, Lincolnshire, as a unit of No. 5 Group. Early
in August, 1942, the squadron moved north from Waddington
to Skipton-on-Swale, Yorkshire, simultaneously transferring
from No. 5 to No. 4 Group. Some two months later it moved
still further north to Middleton St. George, Co. Durham, and
on Ist January, 1943, it became part of No. 6 (R.C.A.F.) Group.
In May and June, 1943, came a move to North Africa—eventu-
ally to Tunisia, the squadron’s home for just over three months
of active duty with No. 205 Group during which it attacked
targets in Sicily and Italy. Rejoining No. 6 Group in the U.K.
late in the year, the squadron was located briefly at Dalton
before settling down at Tholthorpe for the remainder of the
European war.

Having originally begun operations with Hampden 1 aircraft,
the squadron, on moving to Skipton, switched to the Wellington
111, which type it retained until converting to the Wellington X
shortly before the move to North Africa. On returning to the
U.K. it acquired Halifax 11I's, with which it operated until the
end of the heavy-bomber campaign in Europe. With four-
engined bombers alone it dropped/laid nearly 7,700 tons of
bombs and mines.

In June, 1945, having just converted to Lancaster X’s, No. 420
flew them home to Debert, Nova Scotia, where, early in
September, the unit disbanded. Three years later “420” was re-
formed as an auxiliary squadron at London, Ontario. It was
equipped first with Harvards, then Mustangs and, finally, in 1955,
with T-33 Silver Stars. On 1st September, 1956, as a result of
revision of plans for the R.C.A.F. Auxiliary, No. 420 (City
of London) (Fighter) Squadron was disbanded.
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The aircrew of Sgt. Jim Tease [photo] were posted to No. 420 Squadron on 12 June 1944.
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Before the ‘sprog’ Sgt pilot Jim Tease was permitted to fly his crew on operations, he had to
complete one trip as “Second Dicky” an RAF term from the early days when bombers had two
pilots. On 14 June 44, Sgt. Tease flew 2" pilot to P/O K. E. Keegan, #)86148, a veteran of 23
operations, in Halifax “K” serial LW421 the sixth bomber to take-off. The target was St-Pol,
France, and 58 RCAF bombers struck the target with all returning to base.
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Above is RCAF Battle Order No. 70, dated 21 June 1944, the target was a V-1 Flying bomb site
at St. Martin, L’Hortier, France, with 204 RCAF bombers despatched, seven were shot down
with 53 aircrew missing in action. This was the first operation flown by the new Tease aircrew,
a never-to-be-forgotten experience facing the realities of war and seeing the death of others
for the first time. Jim Tease strapped himself in his seat and began the familiar pre-flight ritual,
which he had completed countless times in training, but this time it was a real maximum raid
on German targets in France. No. 420 [Snowy Owl] despatched eighteen Halifax bombers and
LW416 was the 5t in line for take-off, and they were airborne at 17:14 hrs.
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Halifax B. Mk. Il serial LW416 was a veteran bomber having now flown 20 operations, and pilot
Tease was asked if he would like to be assigned this aircraft. The choice was made by the
complete aircrew after a two-hour test flight on 23 June 1944. Jim Tease liked the feel of the
aircraft and his crew agreed it would become ‘their’ bomber. Now, the selection of ‘their’ nose
art name and painting was agreed upon and given to the squadron ground crew nose art
painter LAC Jimmy Smith. The bomber code was PT-E with call sign “Easy” and Jim Tease
selected the name “Take Yer Time, I’'m Easy” which was reference to the English girls who were
always eager and willing for a good night of drink and pleasure. The Halifax nose art painting
was created by Jimmy Smith, seen painting his work of art. [Jim Tease image]




The nose art painting was very normal for RCAF aircraft during WWII but what came next was
a first for Canadian squadrons of No. 6 [RCAF] Group in Yorkshire, England. Jim Tease wanted

artist Smith to paint the squadron badge art of the White Flying No. 420 Snowy Owl on his
bomber port side tail fin. [Jim Tease image]




The author interviewed Jim Tease in person at Winnipeg in March 2009 and he stated the five
Red Maple Leaf’s above the Snowy Owl stood for his five Canadian RCAF crew members — Sgt.
John Bridgeman, Bomb/aimer, Sgt. Owen Yack, Mid-upper gunner, Sgt. Don Nicklen, navigator,
WOI Harold Baker, Wireless operator and rear gunner Sgt. Doug Vaughan. His original Flight

Engineer was RAF Sgt. Naish who was replaced by RAF Sgt. Reg Miles on operation #eight, 17
July 1944.



