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No. 432 [Leaside] Squadron was the 12th RCAF Bomber Squadron formed overseas, and the first 

to be formed under No. 6 [RCAF] Group Command, 1 May 1943. They flew the Wellington Mk. 

III, Mk. X, and Lancaster Mk. II on strategic and tactical bombing operations. On 11 October 

1943, the squadron was adopted by the Town of Leaside, Ontario, which name would later be 

painted on two of their early Halifax Mk. III aircraft in female nose art.  In the last week of 

January 1944, they began converting to their new Halifax Mk. III aircraft, which would be 

painted with some of the best RCAF nose art in WWII. 

The first two Halifax Mk. III aircraft were test flown by No. 432 Squadron on 7 February 1944, 

and the first operation test flight was flown on 16 February 1944 with five new Halifax Mk. III 

bombers, LW592 “A”, LK761 “B”, LW596 “D”, LW614 “S”, and LW584 “Y”.  The five aircraft were 

detailed on a sea search for a missing aircraft [aircrew] in the North Sea, 13:30 to 16:42 hrs.  

The first Halifax Mk. III operation was flown on 24/25 February 1944 to bomb Schweinfurt, 

Germany, aircraft serial - LW597 “C”, LW594 “G”, LW596 “D”, LW617 “J”, LW582 “M”, LK765 

“H” LK754 “Z” and LW592 “Y” were assigned. In the following weeks, Cpl. Thomas M. Dunn 

R86146, and another ground crew LAC Glen Inch began to paint early RCAF “Leaside” squadron 

aircraft nose art on the new Halifax Mk. III bombers. 

 

 



The first twenty-three Halifax Mk. III assigned to RCAF No. 432 [Leaside] Squadron were: 

LW582  QO-M  FTR [Failed to Return] Aucheres 8 June 1944. 

LW583  QO-L  FTR Haine St. Pierre 9 May 1944. 

LW584  QO-Y  FTR Frankfurt 23 March 1944. 

LW592  QO-A   FTR Montzen 28 April 1944. 

LW593  QO-O  FTR Berlin 25 March 1944 

LW594  QO-G  FTR Haine St. Pierre 9May 1944 

LW595  QO-Q  FTR Hamburg 29 July 1944 

LW596  QO-D  FTR Hamburg 29 July 1944 

LW597  QO-C  FTR Augsburg 26 February 1944 

LW598  QO-K  Spun-in from 800 feet, burnt, Newton-on-Ouse, 9 June 1944. 

LW614  QO-S   Crashed high ground Hacknees, Yorkshire, burnt, 12 April 1944. 

LW615  QO-U  Bounched on landing East Moor, overshot, crashed, 7 May 1944. 

LW616  QO-R  FTR Cambrai, 13 June 1944. 

LW617  QO-J  Overshot landing, Lissett, u/carriage collapsed, 31 March 1944. 

LK643  QO-E  FTR Noisy-le-Sec, 19 April 1944. 

LK682  QO-  FTR Nurnburg, 31 March 1944. 

LK687  QO-  FTR Nurnburg, 31 March 1944. 

LK754  QO-Z  SOC [Struck off-charge] Scrapped – 24 January 1947 

LK761  QO-B  Crashed - Stillington, Yorks, 16 February 1944. 

LK764  QO-Z  SOC scrapped 28 February 1947. 

LK765  QO-H  SOC scrapped 21 December 1946. 

LK766  QO-V  SOC scrapped 11 May 1945. 

LK779  QO-W  FTR Frankfurt, 23 March 1944. 

In the first twenty-three assigned aircraft, fourteen RCAF Halifax bombers were lost on 

operations, five crashed, and only four survived the war to be scrapped 1945-47.  



 

Training flight of No. 432 Squadron Halifax Mk. III aircraft over East Moor in April 1944, taken 

by rear-gunner Sgt. Doug Penny. Doug began his RCAF career in October 1941, but had to wait 

until his eighteenth birthday, officially joined 23 April 1942. First posted to No. 420 [Snowy 

Owl] squadron in North Africa, they returned to England where they lost their original pilot 

flying with another crew. Posted to a place Doug called “Wombleton-in-the-mud” [No. 61 RCAF 

Training Base] where they crewed-up with veteran pilot S/L Maurice William Pettit [DFC] who 

had completed 27 operations in No. 128 Squadron RAF. Posted 13 June 1944, to No. 432 

Squadron, assigned a new Halifax Mk. III serial LW596, QO-D [for Dog] and began their flight 

training.  

 



 

The new crew training at East Moor, March 1944, Sgt. Penny front - second from right. 

 

First nose art painted by LAC Glen Inch on LW596, 11 April 1944. 



The new nose art painting completed on LW596 after her third operation, 11 April 1944, 

snapped by rear-gun Sgt. Doug Penny. The nose artist was LAC Glen Inch from Brampton, 

Ontario, and the new name “The Devastating Dog” has not been completed on this date. The 

first operation on 18/19 March 1944, was flown without nose art. 

 

         

Halifax Mk. III, LW596, Bomber Command Museum.              Halifax Mk. VII, NP692. 



The origianl nose art art appeared on Halifax Mk. III serial LW596 and the replacement Halifax 

Mk. VII serial NP692, both flown by F/L Pettit aircrew. The replica nose art has been painted 

twice on original Halifax skin from serial NA337, by the author. The left panel is displayed at 

Nanton, Alberta, and was signed by Doug Penny in 2003. The right panel was painted in 1998, 

for the Halifax Aircraft Association in Trenton, Ontario, for a proposed RCAF nose art musuem, 

location today unknown.  

 

A rare RCAF photo taken from the rear gun [Sgt. Doug Penny] in “The Devastating Dog” on early 

morning return to East Morr after an operation.  



 

The RCAF nose art was inspired by a 1943 General Motors ad in the American Saturday Evening 

Post magazine.  



Many of these early Halifax Mk. III nose arts were preserved by No. 432 Squadron LAC Russell 

Beach [Engine Mechanic] who photographed eighteen bombers while they were under repair 

in the hangar at East Moor, Yorkshire. [Letter research and photo collection obtained by author 

in 1987] 

 

LAC Russell Beach ground crew No. 432 Squadron. 

This nose art painting by Glen Inch was preserved in a photo by LAC Russell Beach, however, 

the serial number of the Halifax aircraft is still unknown. The humorous nose art in fact displays 

the truth, where a complete generation of Canadian babies went to war, and trained as a team 

to save each others lives.  If the nose art had any connection to a parachute or piggy-back, then 

it should be QO-P, which code only appeared on one Halifax Mk. III serial LW412, a veteran 

that first flew with No. 429 and 431 Squadrons. This aircraft only completed two operations 

with 432, the last 16/17 June 1944, and it should be ruled out. Halifax Mk. VII, NP807, was the 

next Halifax to wear code QO-P, completing 27 operations with No. 432 Squadron from 6 

October 1944 until 13 January 1945, then was transferred to No. 408 on 16 January 1945, 

scrapped 26 May 1945. Halifax Mk. VII, RG454 completed 22 operations with No. 432, wearing 

QO-P, then flew with the RAF postwar. SOC 13 December 1946 and scrapped.   



 

Author replica painting for model builders, possibly wearing letters QO-P. During WWII a large 

percentage of Canadian nose art paintings were molded through the medium of American 

radio, films, and reading material. The use of nose art babies is believed to be Canadian inspired 

from the front pages of Maclean’s and the Toronto Star Weekly magazine publications. 



 



 

The original Halifax Mk. III to wear the code QO-B was “Block Buzzter” [Bee with stinger 

attacking Germany] and she completed 30 operations [Beer Keg] with No. 432 Squadron, the 

last on 6/7 July 1944.  Transferred to No. 415 Squadron where she completed at least nine more 

operations and survived the war. Replaced by a Halifax Mk. VII, serial number NP702, flew 

eight operations beginning 11 July 1944, QO-B failed to return from Hamburg, 28/29 July 44, 

crew of J86745P/O E.A. Clarke, flying their last 30nd aircrew operation.  

 



 

 

Halifax B. Mk. VII, serial NP736, was the first constructed by Fairey Aviation in a batch of 157 

built 1 August to December 1944. Assigned to No. 432 code QO-B she was painted by LAC Glen 

Inch and named “The Babe.” Survived the war and sold for scrap 30 December 1949. 



 

A young generation of Canadians that went to war, so the Babies of 1945 could live in World 

Peace.  

 



 

 

Painted by Glen Inch on Halifax Mk. III, QO-Z, “Zombie” serial MZ585, flew only three 

operations with No. 432 Squadron then transferred to No. 415 Squadron in mid-July 1944. 

Replica painted in 1998, for Karl Kjarsgaard and the Halifax Aircraft Association, Trenton, 

Ontario. 



 

The three operations of “Zombie” were all flown against the V-1 launch site at Biennais, France. 



 

Another American insignia borrowed and repainted from LIFE magazine General Motors 

advertisement in 1944. The Halifax ended her career with RCAF No. 1665 Heavy Conversion 

Unit at Topcliffe, swung on landing and under carriage collapsed, scrapped 1 May 1945. The 

impressive nose art was not salvaged.  



 

Glen Inch also decorated the NCO’s Mess Hall at East Moor with the “Gremlin – on a Double 

Eagle” [RCAF - Zombie] where it remained until late postwar. This image was taken by Ian 

Foster inside the vacant building in the summer of 1981. [It’s possible it still survives in England] 

This American insignia was originally created for the 339th Fighter Squadron, 347th Fighter 

Group, 13th Air Force, flying the new twin-engine P-38 fighter in New Caledonia and 

Guadalcanal, 3 October 1942 until 1 December 1943. Never made official during WWII, the 

official emblem [new design] was not approved until 19 October 1955, featuring a silver 

colored dragon shooting flames of fire.  

It was very common for RCAF nose art to be copied from American inspired 8th Air Force Heavy 

Bomber units flying in England. The “Kaydid” is an American long-horned grasshopper which 

omits a shrill sound which appears to say “Kay-did” “Kay-did” and this possibly became a nose 

art inspired painting in the 93rd Bomb Group in England.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The original nose art “Katy Bug” appeared on the nose of a B-24D bomber, 8th Air Force, 93rd 

Bomb Group, 328th Bomb Squadron based at Alconbury, England, October 1942. On 18 

November 1942, the aircraft crashed and four of her crew were killed.  

 

 



 

Halifax Mk. III, QO-K, serial LW598 was assigned to No. 432 Squadron in mid February 1944, 

flying the first operation 25/26 February 1944 to Schweinfurt, Germany, by pilot R139629 

F/Sgt. D. Maddock. The Halifax completed 10 operations, the last on 22/23 May 1944, flown by 

J85610 P/O W. Fernyhough. The nose art was the same as the American “Katy Bug” painted by 

Canadian ground crew Glen Inch from Brampton, Ontario, appearing in the photo after 

operation #8 on 8 May 1944. The Halifax crashed during a training flight on 9 June 44 and burnt 

at Newton-on-Ouse.  

The replacement Halifax was a Mk. III, serial MZ591, QO-K, which failed to return from an 

attack on Metz, France, 28/29 June 1944, pilot J85610 P/O Walter Fernyhough and aircrew 

were flying their last 30th operation. Only one RAF member of the crew survived, the other six 

Canadians are buried in the Communal Cemetery at Criel, Oise, France. In July 1944, No. 432 

received nineteen new Halifax Mk. VII aircraft with serial NP695 assigned the code QO-K. 

 

The above image was taken after operation #22, flown by J87336 P/O G. Sherlock to bomb 

Brest, Germany, 25/26 August 1944. The Halifax was named “Klueless Kitty” again painted by 

Glen Inch, and she completed forty operations from 1 July until 6/7 December 1944. The nose 

art has a very interesting history which began with RCAF No. 438 Fighter Squadron at RAF 

Station Hurn, England. Canadian Fighter Pilot F/L Ross Reid submitted a request for a 

mischievous looking Wildcat to Walt Disney artists at Burbank, California, and their unofficial 

unit insignia was created by Hank Porter in May 1944. 

 



 

This March 1942 image shows Disney artist Hank Porter at work, with his RCAF “Wildcat” 

Canadian No. 438 [Fighter] Squadron Insignia in the background. The same Wildcat nose art 

insignia was copied and painted on Halifax Mk. VII, serial NP695, flying in No. 432 [Leaside] 

Squadron, named “Klueless Kitty.” The RCAF artist is believed to be LAC Glen Inch [his style] 

but never confirmed.  

 



  

 

Author replica of Halifax NP695 “Klueless Kitty” which had one more ‘lightning-bolt’ whisker 

[three on right side] than the original Disney [Hank Porter] creation.  

 



 

On 6/7 December 1944, “Kitty” was flying her 40th RCAF operation when she was shot down. 

The veteran pilot George Herbert Speirs [25 years] from Mount Forest, Ontario, was on his 47th 

operation and his crew were on their second operational ‘tour’ when shot down. Five of the 

crew survived and became Prisoners of War.  

 

 



 

 

The Hussy [same image] was painted on two different Halifax Mk. III aircraft LK765 and LW686 

which flew with No. 432 Squadron. Above color replica painted for Halifax Aircraft Association 

in 1998. 

 



 

The first Halifax Mk. III, serial LK765 was assigned the code letters QO-H and began operations 

on 24/25 February 1944. This aircraft was painted with a pin-up lady and named “The Hussy” 

by artist Glen Inch, ground crew No. 432 Squadron. The last and seventh operation was flown 

on 24/25 March 1944, then the bomber was used as a trainer until transferred to No. 415 in 

July 1944. Halifax Mk. III, serial LW686 became the replacement aircraft wearing code QO-H, 

and again painted with the same pin-up lady nose art and name “The Hussy” image seen above. 

The first operation was flown on 30/31 March 1944 by pilot W/O J.J. Cooper #776 and the 

twenty-eighth was completed to Bamieres, France, German V-1 site on 27/28 June 1944. The 

Halifax LW686 was transferred to No. 415 Squadron and flew until 8 August 1944, when it 

overshot on landing at East Moor, the under carriage collapsed and she was sent for scrapping.  

 



 

Russell Beach collection. 

Dirty Gerty was a pretty blonde haired English ‘lady of the evening’ wearing a bright red sexy 

dress. Gerty has managed to spill her pint of beer and in the same movement exposed her left 

breast, shocking the barman who appears to be a man of color.  

The aircraft code letter was most likely “G for Gerty” and No. 432 flew four different aircraft 

with those letters. Halifax Mk. III, serial MZ672 was the first assigned and flew only three 

operations beginning 17/18 June 1944. Transferred to No. 429 Squadron, then No. 425 

Squadron, No. 1666 HVU and last No. 1664 Heavy Conversion Unit, survived the war and was 

scrapped 12 February 1947. 

Halifax Mk. VII, serial NP690 began operations with No. 432 wearing code QO-G on 7/8 July, 

flew eight operations that month, and ten more in August. During a routine training flight, the 

Halifax swung on take-off at Linton-on-Ouse, the under carriage collapsed and the bomber 

burnt, 18 August 1944.  

Halifax Mk. VII, serial NP701 was the next in line to wear code “G” on 28/29 August 1944, flying 

twenty-eight operations until 17/18 December 44, lost Duisburg. Germany.  



 

The last Halifax to wear QO-G became Mk. VII, serial PN208, completed twenty-seven 

operations until end of war in May 1945. [Possibly “Dirty Gerty”] scrapped by RAF on 30 

December 1949.  



 

Saucy Sue or Saucy Suzy was another No. 432 Squadron Halifax Mk. III decorated by Glen Inch, 

but little is known about the pin-up art or serial number of her bomber QO-S. The larger 

percentage of RCAF aircraft nose art came from the rigorously trained American ‘fine’ artists 

of the period 1930-45. Because these artists created appealing images of pretty “All-American” 

girls in nude or semi-nude poses, they were called “illustrators.” In 1932, illustrator Earl Steffa 

Moran signed a contract with Brown and Bigelow calendars, and by 1940 millions had been 

sold, which inspired many RCAF bomber nose art paintings. 

 

 



 

When the United States declared war on Japan 8 December 1941, many American artists 

reissued twelve page booklets of the girls they had painted in the 1930s, which were printed 

in 8” by 10” format [above] with catch names “Palette-Able.” Artist like Vaughan Alden and 

famous artist Gil Elvgren printed tens of thousands of their girls, which were mailed to troops 

overseas, and appeared on the nose of many Allied aircraft.  [author collection] 

 



 

Zoe Mozert [above] was known as the pin-up model who “paints ‘Em Too” a reference to the 

fact she posed herself before a mirror and created popular nudes. In 1942, she published both 

calendars and mutoscope pin-up cards for the troops. Hundreds inspired WWII nose art 

including the RCAF. These same American cards and calendars were also mass produced in 

Ontario and Quebec and sold across Canada during the war years. [author collection] 

 



               

 



 

Following the invasion of Europe [D-Day, 6 June 1944] and the result of lack of enemy shipping 

activity in the English Channel, No. 415 [Swordfish] Squadron was transferred to Bomber 

Command and joined No. 432 [Leaside] Squadron at East Moor, Yorkshire, England. All of the 

Halifax Mk. III aircraft, with RCAF nose art, were now transferred to No. 415 Squadron, which 

commenced flying from the same base at East Moor, wearing new code letters “6U.” Trained 

No. 6 [RCAF] Group aircrews were now posted from other squadrons to reform the new No. 

415 [Swordfish] Squadron and training began in twenty-three veteran Halifax Mk. III aircraft 

and many already carried No. 432 Squadron combat Canadian nose art paintings.  



 



 

Eighteen RCAF Halifax Mk. III veteran aircraft were assigned to fly the first No. 415 Squadron 

operation on 28/29 July 1944 to primary target of Hamburg, Germany. The 415 Squadron Battle 

Order contains all the information other than the aircraft nose art. Eleven of these veteran 

Halifax aircraft are ex-432 Squadron and one is shot down, [fails to return] code 6U-Q “Queen 

of Them All.” 

LW595 was constructed by English Electric Company, Preston, 1 to 8 February 1944, a batch of 

27 Halifax Mk. III aircraft serial LW572 to LW598. Eleven of these aircraft were delivered to 

RCAF No. 432 [Leaside] Squadron, at East Moor, Yorkshire, serial numbers: LW576, LW582, 

LW583, LW584, LW592, LW593, LW594, LW595, LW596 LW597 and LW598. Halifax LW595 was 

painted with the code letters QO-Q [for Queen] and assigned to the aircrew of F/L J. Barker 

J24401 for flight testing. This became their assigned aircraft which they flew on their first 

operation to Stuttgart, Germany, 1/2 March 1944. In the next few weeks the crew picked a 

nose art name and pin-up girl for their bomber, which was painted by ground crew R86146 Cpl. 

Thomas H. Dunn, class Fitter II, “M” Flight at RCAF East Moor. Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 23 

December 1912, Tom took hand lettering and show card painting during his High School years, 

and his neat lettering style was easily identified on the fourteen Halifax bombers he painted at 

East Moor in 1944. LW595 became a Squadron favorite as the Canadian nose art “Queen” with 

crown, also wearing the Miss Leaside banner and showing the V for Victory sign. Beginning 1/2 

March 1944, the Halifax completed 34 operations with No. 432 Squadron, the last on 6/7 June 

44 to bomb Coquereaux, France, pilot J8973 F/L D. VonLaufer.  



 

The aircrew of F/O J. Barker completed twenty-three operations flying in ‘their’ Halifax aircraft 

LW595 “Queen of Them All” their last trip being the bombers #33 operation on 4 July 1944. The 

Navigator R147209 Sgt. E. Cooper was interviewed by the author in 1993 and stated – “We 

were a well trained crew, suffered no mechanical problems, were never hit by flak, never hit 

the wrong target, never attacked by an enemy aircraft, and never fired our guns in action.” 

“We felt that ‘Our Queen’ was a good luck lady and she proved that.” After completing her 34th 

operation [6/7 July] the veteran aircraft was transferred to No. 415 [Swordfish] Squadron and 

assigned to a new rookie crew for training. [F/O A.G. Stein] It is believed the original nose art 

remained on LW595, now wearing Swordfish new code letters 6U-Q. 

 



The thirty-four operations painted on LW595 8 July 1944, her career with No. 432 Squadron 

has come to an end. Operations - 1/2 March, 6/7 March, 7/8 March, 9/10 April, 18/19 April, 

20/21 April,24/25 April, 26/27 April, 27/28 April 30 April/1 May 1944, 1/2 May, 7/8 May, 8/9 

May, 11/12 May, 12/13 May 19/20 May, 22/23 May, 27/28 May, 31 May/1 June 1944, 2/3 

June, 5/6 June, 6/7 June, 7/8 June, 12/13 June, 14/15 June, [25th Op. white bomb] 16/17 June, 

17/18 June, 21 June, 23/24 June, 27/28 June, 28/29 June, 1 July, 4 July, and last #34 operation 

on 6/7 July 1944. The crew of F/L D. VonLaufer flew Halifax LW595 to bomb the German V-1 

site at Coquereaux, France, returning to East Moor at 23:47 hrs, her final operation.  

The aircrew of F/O J. Barker were now assigned a new Halifax Mk. VII aircraft serial NP693 

wearing code letters QO-Q. They named their new Halifax Mk. VII “Queen of the Swamp” and 

the nose art lady came from the Vargas Esquire pin-up calendar for November 1944. They 

would fly seven more operations in their new Halifax Mk. VII bomber, and completed their 30th 

[last] operation and end of tour on 28/29 July 1944.  

 

The Hamburg raid on 28/29 July 1944, claimed twenty-two RCAF bombers with one-hundred 

and sixty-one aircrew members who would not return to base in England. The “Queen of Them 

All” was one of the aircraft which Failed to Return.  



 

On 28/29 July 1944, No. 6 [RCAF] Group despatched 234 bombers to attack Hamburg, Germany, 

and 209 attacked the primary target, where twenty-two Canadian aircraft were shot down. 

“Queen of Them All” was flying her first operation with No. 415 Squadron and a rookie crew of 

nine, pilot F/O Arthur George Stein age 25 years, flying their first operation. Only the air 

bomber Sgt. R.A. Harvey R148411 survived the German flak attack and became a prisoner of 

war. The cruel fate of bloody war had claimed the good-luck RCAF Queen named “Miss 

Leaside.” Another Leaside lady named “Lulu’ painted by Thomas Dunn only survived ten 

operations before she was also shot down over Belgium. 

 



 

World War Two became the era of tens of thousands of Pretty pin-up ladies painted in up-skirt 

situations. The top left Gil Elvgren painting titled “On-De-Fence” became an instant hit and 

appeared on many aircraft as nose art. Illustrator Zoe Mozert painted herself jumping a fence 

to escape a charging Bull, both paintings were mass printed as American Mutoscope Card sets 

in 1940-44. 

 



 

This 1944 calendar girl was painted by Italian [American born] illustrator Edward Runci and it 

is believed this inspired RCAF artist Thomas Dunn to create Halifax nose art “Leaside Lulu” in 

March 1944.  



 

The author spent four hours with artist Thomas Dunn [78 years old] in July 0f 1989, and he 

recalled his painting of “Leaside Lulu” came from an American pin-up calendar, and that was 

his inspiration for the nose art. [without the Bull] The Halifax was constructed by the English 

Electric Co. on 5 February 1944, arrived with No. 432 Squadron that same week, assigned the 

code letters QO-L. The new bomber was assigned to the RCAF crew of P/O H. Whaley J18716 

and used for flight testing, until their first night operation on 1/2 March 1944. 



 

The P/O Whaley crew flew “Lulu” on 6/7 March, 15/16 March, 18/19 March, 22/23 March, and 

9/10 April 1944. It would appear they were the crew which picked the nose art lady and name 

“Leaside Lulu’ which was painted by Thomas Dunn during mid-March. Tom received payment 

of five Quid, which in 1944 was $25 Canadian, a lot of beer drinking money in U.K.  

 

 



The last known photo was taken by Russell Beach in the hangar at East Moor showing the ten 

operations completed by Leaside Lulu. The tenth was completed on 22/23 April 1944 by pilot 

Sgt. J. McElheran.  

The last [11th operation] 8/9 May 44, was flown by a new rookie “Sprog” aircrew with pilot 

Thomas Martin from Toronto, taking his crew on their first operation to bomb Haine St. Pierre, 

Belgium. This was a very important communications route for the German Army in 1944 and a 

major railway yard shipping point which was heavily defended. The Halifax bomber was struck 

by flak and three were killed, the body of the RAF Flight Engineer Sgt. Phillip Mellor was never 

found. The RCAF aircrew are buried in the Wevelgen Community Cemetery in Belgium.  

 

 

  



 

 



The life span of many RCAF Halifax nose art could be very short in 1944, as recorded by the 

seven bombers which carried the code letter “C” for Canada. Halifax Mk. III, serial LW597 was 

the first to carry the letters QO-C, flying her first operation on 24/25 February 1944. The aircraft 

‘Failed to Return’ from her second operation to Augsburg, Germany, 26 February 1944.  

 

The pilot was an American who joined the RCAF flying his first operation with a new crew, only 

two had flown combat operations. Attacked by a German night-fighter two were killed and five 

became POWs. The replacement aircraft assigned was LW682, another Mk. III which completed 

four operations 6/7 March, 18/19 March, 25/26 March 26/27 March, then she ‘Failed to 

Return’ from her fifth target Nurnberg, Germany, 30/31 March 1944, four more K.I.A. 

 

 



The first two Halifax aircraft to carry the code QO-C only completed a total of five operations 

before they were both shot down, with six killed in action and eight prisoners of war in 

Germany. There was not even enough spare time to give either aircraft any nose art. For the 

month of April 1944, no aircraft were assigned the code letters QO-C in No. 432 [Leaside] 

Squadron, possibly due to the bad luck superstition associated with the letter C. Between 1 and 

25 April 1944, a batch of 35 new Halifax Mk. III aircraft were constructed by L.P.T.B. [London 

Passenger Transport] at Leavesden, and six were assigned to RCAF No. 432 Squadron, serial 

MZ585, MZ586, MZ588, MZ590, MZ591, and MZ601. Halifax serial MZ590 was delivered to No. 

432 Squadron on 22 April 44 and painted with code letters QO-C, flying her first operation on 

12/13 May to Louvain [Boulogne-Sur-Mer] pilot R156748 F/Sgt. E. Clarke. Thirteen more 

operations followed. 

2.  31 May 44   Au Fevre [Mount-Couple]   J18651 F/O W. Tobias 

3. 15 June 44  Boulogne-Sur-Mer   R166265 F/Sgt. J. Kicak 

4. 16/17 June 44  Sterkrade-Holten   J22256 F/O M. Smith 

5.  17/18 June 44  V-bomb site Oisemnt   R156748 W/O R. Clarke 

6. 21 June 44  V-bomb St. Martin L’Mortier  J16160 F/O D. Best 

7. 23/24 June 44  V-bomb Bientques   J7438 F/Lt. G. Larson 

8. 24/25 June 44  V-bomb Bamieres   J16160 P/O G. Best 

9. 27/28 June 44  V-bomb Forest-Deawy  J85060 P/O R. Card 

10. 28/29 June 44  Metz     J18651 F/O W. Fobias 

11. 1 July 44  V-bomb Biennais   J16160 F/O D. Best 

12. 4 July 44  V-bomb Biennais   J85881 P/O R. Anthony 

13. 5/6 July 44  V-bomb Biennais   J85602 F/Lt. J. Cooper 

14. 7/8 July 44  Caen     J85998 P/O H. Britton 

After completing fourteen operations the Halifax Mk. III was transferred to the newly formed 

No. 415 [Swordfish] Squadron and continued operations. The Halifax was flown by ten 

different Leaside RCAF aircrews, possibly never assigned to any special pilot and crew. At some 

date the aircraft was painted with the name “Miss Canada” and a most famous fully nude 

George Petty pin-up girl [with phone] from March 1941 Esquire magazine. 



 

The twelve 1941 Petty Girls are defined as the best George produced, known as the year of 

grace and introduction of full nudity into Esquire magazine.  George Petty was being paid 

$1,000 per Esquire painting and resold these same girls to clients like Old Gold cigarettes, 

Pontiac and Twentieth Century Fox for $1,200 to $2,000 each. Esquire had no control or 

contract with George Petty and by March 1941 a new artist named Alberto Vargas began 

appearing in Esquire magazine. George knew his days with Esquire were numbered [they 

wanted control of his girls] and maybe that’s the reason the March 1941 Petty Girl shed her 

clothing for the first time. The last Petty girl [nude] gatefold appeared in Esquire magazine 

December 1941, at the same time the United States entered World War Two. 



 

 

The grace of the March 1941 Petty Girl air-brush nude painting with Esquire catch-phrase. 



 

 

Image taken by ground crew Russell Beach around mid-July [fourteenth operation was flown 

7/8 July] when Halifax Mk. III, “Miss Canada” was being transferred to No. 415 [Swordfish] 

Squadron. It clearly shows the power of the March 1941 George Petty nude was just as strong 

after three years of Canada at War.  



          



 

This Russell Beach photo records MZ590 “Miss Canada” [code letters 6U-C] after her first 

operation was flown in No. 415 [Swordfish] Squadron 28/29 July 1944. The crew of F/O J.K. 

Meaghor J26400 flew ‘Miss Canada’ to Hamburg, Germany, where 209 attacked the target and 

twenty-two were shot down. The veteran Halifax nose art [Petty nude] remained and she also 

retained her fourteen operations flown in No. 432, with the new 415 operations appearing on 

a new line of Red Maple Leafs [for night] and white for day trips. The Petty nude completed 

nine more operations, her last on 3 September 1944, where 101 RCAF bombers attacked the 

German airfield at Volkel, Netherlands. German flak struck the Halifax in her bomb bay area 

and her bomb doors were jammed, forcing a return to base with a full bomb load. Due to the 

extensive fuselage repairs the veteran aircraft was transferred to RCAF No. 1659 Heavy 

Conversion Unit and used for training new Canadian aircrews for combat. On 16 May 1945, 

while making a hard landing the aircraft suffered fuselage structural damage and was ordered 

to be scrapped. The war was over, with thousands of RAF bombers being turned into pots and 

pans. It is believed Miss Canada was cut up for scrap at No. 41 Group, No. 45 Maintenance Unit, 

Kinloss, Scotland, where half a dozen No. 415 Halifax bombers came to their end. Today, [2022] 

this remote [protected] site still contains WWII Halifax bomber components, plus Sulphur 

mustard weapons, and fluorescent painted [radium] aircraft instruments.  

 



The next Halifax B. Mk. VII aircraft, serial NP759, assigned to No. 432 Squadron 20 August 44, 

became the fourth painted with the code letters QO-C, later painted with another Canadian 

Baby nose art, called “Canada Kid.” Photos LAC Russell Beach collection. 

 

 



 

Painted by ground crew LAC Glenn Inch and possibly inspired by the cover of the Toronto Star 

Weekly magazine in February 1943. 

 



 

The author has painted this replica RCAF nose art five times and it is always a winner, liked by 

both veterans and a new generation learning for the first time the horrors of air war over 

Germany 1939-45. This simple nose art painting by Glenn Inch captures the full truth of a 

Canadian generation of Kids who proudly joined the RCAF, trained in Canada, went to war in 

England, and never came home again. Thousands still have no known grave, just a forgotten 

name on a cold memorial wall at Nanton, Alberta, where the above replica Canada Kid nose 

art also hangs. Two Canadians and one British flight engineer died in this Halifax aircraft named 

“Canada Kid.” That’s the major reason RCAF WWII nose art needs to be preserved. 



 

Halifax B. Mk. VII serial NP759 was the 24th constructed by Handley Page Ltd. Cricklewood and 

Padlett, 20 August 1944, batch serial NP736 to NP781. Delivered to No. 432 Squadron and 

coded QO-C, flying first operation to Brest, France, on 25/26 August 44, pilot F/O C. Stunden. 

Second operation was flown by F/O D. Best J16169 to Mimoyecques, France, the huge bunker 

of German V-3 cannons directed at London, England, 27/28 August 44 and the next night 28/29 

August, F/O Best took her to bomb Franois, France, with a safe return to base. After this date 

the aircraft was taken out of service, possibly damaged in a training flight accident. It is 

believed during this period of fifteen days the nose art “Canada Kid” was painted on the aircraft 

by LAC Glenn Inch. 

On 10 September 44, Halifax B. Mk. VII serial NP774 entered RCAF combat, the fifth to wear 

the code letters QO-C and completed two operations, R169611 Sgt. A. Stedman to Le Havre, 

France, and 11 September Sgt. Stedman flew to Castrop Rauxel, France. NP774 received the 

code letters QO-Z on 14 September 44 and survived the war, sold for scrap 30 December 1949. 

Halifax Mk. VII serial NP759 returned to operations [aircraft 4th Op.] on 15/16 September 1944, 

Kiel, Germany, flown by Sgt. A. Stedman, coded QO-C and believed to be wearing her nose art 

“Canada Kid” for the very first time. 



5.  17 September 44  Boulogne  J27556 F/O V. Johnston 

6. 25 September 44 Undergo  F/O Best 

7. 26 Sept. 44  Calais   J27556 F/O V. Johnston 

8. 27 Sept. 44  Bottrop  F/O Best 

9. 28 Sept. 44  Bottrop  F/O Best 

10. 30 Sept. 44  Sterkrade  Sgt. Stedman 

11. 6 Oct. 44  Dortmund  F/O Best 

12. 9 Oct. 44  Dortmund  J27545 F/O J. Mills 

13. 12 Oct. 44  Wanne-Nickle  F/O Mills 

14.  15/16 Oct. 44  Wilhelmshaven J86102 F/O D. Frost 

15. 21/22 Oct. 44  Hannover  F/O Mills 

16. 23/24 Oct. 44  Essen   F/O Mills 

17. 25 Oct. 44  Honberg  F/O Mills 

18. 28 Oct. 44  Cologne  F/O Mills 

19. 30/31 Oct. 44  Cologne  F/O Mills 

20. 1/2 Nov. 44  Oberhausen  F/O Mills 

21.  2/3 Nov. 44  Dusseldorf  F/O Mills 

22.  16 Nov. 44  Julich   F/O Mills 

23.  18 Nov. 44  Munster  F/O Mills 

24. 27/28 Nov. 44  Castrop-Rauxel F/O Mills 

25. 30 Nov. 44  Duisburg  J86102 F/O Frost 

26. 2/3 December 44 Hagen   J20939 F/O E.S. Maguire 

27. 4/5 Dec. 44  Karlshaven  F/O Maguire 

28. 5/6 Dec. 44  Soest   J35687 F/O G.E. Peaker 

29. 17/18 Dec. 44  Duisburg  F/O Mills 

30. 24 Dec. 44  Dusseldorf  F/O Mills 

31. 30/31 Dec. 44  Cologne  J89084 F/O L.P. McGuire 

32. 5 January 1945 Hanover  J22024 F/L J.E. Sales 

Failed to return. [Three killed in action and four Prisonors’ of War] 

 

The aircrew of F/O Mills completed fourteen operations in NP759, however it would appear 

the original nose art naming came from the crew of F/O D. Best J16169, who flew her on five 

early operations, during the period the nose art was first painted on the bomber. 



 
The 6th Halifax to wear the code letter “C” became a transfer from No. 434 [Bluenose] 

Squadron, a Mk. VII serial NR145. The aircraft completed three operations and then was 

transferred to No. 415 [Swordfish] Squadron, where she survived the war, struck off charge by 

RAF on 16 July 1945. 

The 7th and last RCAF Halifax to wear the code letters QO-C became a Mk. VII serial PN229 

which completed seventeen operations with No. 432 Squadron until end of war. Sold for scrap 

by RAF on 30 December 1949. It appears the last two Halifax aircraft did not carry any nose art 

name or paintings, at least none have been located. 

 

 

American calendar – “Honey-Moon” 
American Billy DeVorss was a rare self-taught artist, working as a bank teller in St. Joseph, 

Missouri, where he met his first live model, who became his official model and wife in 1933. In 

1940, he produced large 30” by 40” original pastels of his wife for the Osborne and Goes 

Calendar Company, where he illustrated some highly successful pin-up girls. His girls also 

appeared in New York theatres and nightclubs, displaying his graceful lines and daring blend of 

pastel colors.  He applied the pastel colors directly onto his art board, blending them with his 

fingers and completing his work with fine brushstrokes. In 1942, Billy was commissioned to 

paint a nude pin-up for the upcoming 1943 mass produced Brown and Bigelow calendar 

publishing-house in New York. This single pastel nude [wife Glenna] was called “Honey-Moon” 

and became a most famous image in the last two years of war.  

 



  
The 1943 calendar pastel of wife Glenna titled “Honey-Moon” by Billy DeVorss. This calendar 

was given to RCAF artist Cpl Thomas Dunn at East Moor, Yorkshire, England, and became 

Halifax B. Mk. VII nose art “Moonlight Mermaid.” 

 



 

Halifax Mk. VII, serial NP689 “QO-M” was photographed by Russell Beach after her seventh 

operation was completed on 15/16 July 1944, pilot Sgt. Kerr R138409, attacked V-1 site 

Nucourt, France. Possibly the date it was finished by artist Cpl. Tom Dunn. 

  

RCAF fitter LAC Ian Duncan also provided valuable information on Halifax NP689 “Moonlight 

Mermaid” where he served as one of her ground crew. [research photo 1989] 



 

LAC Ian Duncan and his Halifax “Moonlight Mermaid” after 30 Ops. 12 September 1944. 

Halifax Mk. VII, serial NP689 was constructed in a Batch of 43 serial NP681 to NP723, built 16 

June to 30 July 1944. Twenty-seven of these new bombers were assigned to No. 432 [Leaside] 

Squadron, NP689 arrived at East Moor on 25 June 1944. The first operation was flown 28/29 

June 44 by pilot J12339 F/O R. Jack, target Metz, 86 attacked primary and seven were shot 

down, the little Mermaid made it home.   

 



 

Cpl. Thomas Dunn painting the 30th operational wings on NP689, which was after 11 September 

1944, filmed by the National Film Board of Canada. [16 mm film frame from Tom Dunn 1989] 

The full history and operations flown can be found on Preserving the Past, Part II, title – 

“Moonlight Mermaid.”  



 

On 5 March 1945, the little nude Mermaid was nearing her 80th operation, a good-luck bomber, 

and leading all others in safe return to base at East Moor, Yorkshire. 

 



 

 

The East Moor ground crew who helped NP689 set an operational record in Leaside Squadron.  

Left to R – “Pinky” Molinsky, Peter Wilson, W/J. McDonald, [Sgt. in charge] J. Robinson, Ian 

Duncan, L. Lawson, John Bright and Jack Webb. 



 

After leading the squadron in safe operations for ten months, the end of “Moonlight Mermaid” 

came on a day trip to Castrop Rauxel. NP689 was struck by incendiary bombs dropped from 

another Halifax aircraft flying above them. Four of her crew baled out and survived, J41395 F/O 

N. Vachon, J41608 F/O A. Hinchcliffe, R129717 W/O E. Anderson, and the rear gunner R267359 

Sgt. T.D. Scott. The full details can be read online, in short, Sgt. Scott was led to a bomb crater 

with other Hungarian prisoners of war, made to kneel down, and was then shot in the back of 

the head. [Executed by the Gestapo] In postwar, seven German nationals were charged with 

his murder, the Gestapo Chief, Friedrich Otto Adolf Hollborn was hanged at Hamein Prison on 

23 January 1947. P/O Thomas Delmar Scott J95497 was born at Pincher Creek, Alberta, 

murdered by Gestapo age 29 years. Buried in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, 

Germany. The body of British Flight Engineer Sgt. Colquhoun has never been found and has no 

known grave. 



 

 

 

 


