


There was nothing funny about WWII air war, yet, thirty-one young creative RCAF recruits
could find humor in almost everything they did during basic training at No. 3 “M” Depot,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, from July 1941 to August 1944. Their ‘very own’ Manning

Depot Pin-Up girl became Milton Caniff’s - “Miss Lace.”

R.C.A.F. No. 3 Manning Depot, Edmonton, Alberta.

The early WWII RCAF aircrew selection programme first began at the recruitment centers,
however these soon became overloaded and it was gradually shifted to new constructed
manning depots by 1942. These large reception centres were where new recruits were
funnelled, sifted, tested and during this process civilians became airmen, ready to move

on to their new selected air force trades.

In January 1942, the RCAF had created five large Manning Depots: No. 1 in Toronto,
Ontario, No. 2 at Brandon, Manitoba, No. 3 at Edmonton, Alberta, No. 4 at Quebec City,
Quebec, and No. 5 at Lachine, [near Montreal] Quebec. Most Eastern RCAF [English
speaking] recruits attended No. 1 Manning Depot, at the Toronto Exhibition Grounds,
where over 6,000 were trained. In the West, No. 3 Manning Depot at Edmonton local
exhibition grounds trained over 4,000, the second most RCAF recruits in Canada,
followed by Brandon, Manitoba, and Quebec. The new life at each manning depot [Basic
Training] was usually four to five weeks, where the men were interviewed, tested, and

tested again, lectured and learned to march, “Square-bashing” with long hours spent on



the parade square. He was issued with his first uniform, boots, socks, and all the air force
items which went with it. The recruit learned how to iron clothing, spit-shine boots, polish
buttons, polish and shine floors, clean toilets, arrange everything he owned in proper
order for inspections, and for this he earned $1.30 per day. The famous WWII song

correctly went ... “You’ll never get rich, you-son-of-a-bitch.”

During this selection process, a number of recruits were found to have artistic talent and
a few were selected for special units in the RCAF, where their talent could be put to good
use. Many of these long forgotten Canadian artists displayed their first skill in the local
station news magazines and No. 3 M.D. in Edmonton had the best in all of Canada. This is
a “Show and tell” past history of the thirty-four young men who passed through
Edmonton, Alberta, and left their mark [cartoon history] in the many pages of the local
“Manning Airman” wartime news magazine. These forgotten WWII RCAF cartoon pages

are Canadian military history.
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D.R.0. o, 143 datéd Juns 15, ‘:.glm orfiuiu.u;r notates recrults
taken on strength ie allotted to No. 3 Manning Depot (Temporary)

ﬂnmpﬂ.url Y¥aoea:

_Ho.. -{ﬂ—lj!«l} Flying Officer Beott, 4.3,
Yo. (C-1829) Flying Officer Macdonell, J.A.
¥o. (C=2023 Flying Officer ﬂiﬂhﬁl, C.J.8,

Dapot allotted Mo, 3 (Parachute) Hangar at Station, where orderly
room was sot up under supervision of ﬂring Officer Michol (topether
with Commanding Officers offices etc,)’

Drill and hutmt!nul daties allotted to f/.ﬂ MacDonnell who
also acted in an administration capacity.

A ayllatus of Tralning was drawn up for recruits which inoluded
lectures on discipline and dsportment.

Depot set up as & squadron of four flight edditional recruits A
being allotted to recruit a Ho, 5 flight sach flight belng in charge of
a corporal who also wae in charge of a duty watch taking turne dnily
in. this respect.

Banitary inspections and lectures by '.Hlliml D,i'.'ﬂmr carried out
regularly.

RCAF No. 3 Manning Depot was [Temporary] formed at Ottawa, Ontario, 15 June 1940.

One year later [21 July 1941] the unit was moved to the large exhibition stadium located

in the center of Edmonton, Alberta. [Today home to Commonwealth Stadium]



Flying Officer LeVerne Haley’s private collection (images used with his son's permission in
2014).

https://athabaskang07.wordpress.com/2014/07/04/just-pictures-2|









Upon arrival a new recruit was issued with an RCAF blue cover record book titled —

Helpful Hints for “Acey Deuceys.” Recruits liked to play the two card poker betting game
called Acey-Decey. The first inside page read — “My Life in the RCAF”



"MY LIFE IN THE RCAF"
?o'zswou{

"AIRMEN OF THE R.CA.F.—

This Is your first station, one of many you no doubt will be posted to, The batic training you get here if properly
absorbed will be of untold value to you and it you to take your place in the tremendous team that is the ROYAL CANADIAN
AIR FORCE.

This Book will be a record of your service and a constant reminder to be a good soldier at all times. Keep it up to
date and record your service with the R.CAF.

Regerdless of where you go, No. 3 "M" Depot's good wishes go with you.

Best of Luckl
R. M. SMITH, Group Captain,

Commanding Officer,
MNe. 3 "M" Depot, RCA.F.,
EDMONTON, Alberta,"

Published by the authority of the Commanding Officer, Ne. 3 ""M” Depot, R.C.AF., Edmonton, Alberts.

Designed and developed by Flight-Lieutenant W. J. Hansen, O.C. Reception Wing, No. 3 “M” Depot, RCAF.,
Edmonton, Alberta, June, 1943.
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11404 - T9th Street, EDMONTON

No......

NAME. ...

Upon presentation of this certificate at AIR-FOTO STUDIOS, located one block

south of the Guard Room and Main Gate, the holder is entitled to an appoint-
ment to have one individual photographic portrait made, free of charge, for

inclusion in this Album.
Loar: Oxe Free Srrmive 1o Eacn INpiviouan

AIR-FOTO STUDIOS is a branch of—//%5E3 STUDIOS
Edmonton’s Most Exolusive Portrait @f;oéo_gmpf;zu

TEAR OUT THIS PAGE AND PRESENT AT ABOVE STUDIO
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The booklet information on RCAF “M” Depot [circle] contained photos of the base, plus a

map of Edmonton 1941-42. Street car colors to and from base were also marked on map.

The first use of cartoons for RCAF teaching aids was at “M” Depot, Edmonton, August
1941.




The little RCAF record book also contained five cartoons which were used to educate the
new civilian recruits to the rules and discipline in the air force depot. The artist was
Corporal D.L. Rodger who was a staff instructor at the depot. The use of humor in
cartoons for teaching young students was nothing new, it had been used effectively by

the RAF in England during the first World War.




Flying Officer LeVerne Haley’s private collection

Images used with his son’s permission in 2014

https:/[athabaskangQ7.wordpress.com/2014/07/04/just-pictures-2|




The first FREE issue of RCAF No. 3 “M” Depot magazine “Manning Airman” appeared in
October 1941, a very simple one-page typed newsletter with news, sports, and a small

cartoon header by Cpl. D.L. Rodger, Instructor, editor, art director, publisher.
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March 1942, the first RCAF Coca-Cola ad [$$$] appears and the first small cartoon [right]
by Official RCAF cartoonist LAC Huge Rickard, “Ricky” but his name is not shown. LAC
Rickard began his RCAF career on a drawing board in Air Force Headquarters at Ottawa,
1940, and some of his early cartoons were not signed. | believe this is one of his early
works, [1940-41] two years before the cartoon title “AC2 Joe ErkR” appeared. “”Aero

Flips” was a single cartoon page which appeared in each issue of The Airman magazine.

A new RCAF recruit spent five weeks at “M” Depot in Edmonton and during that time 31

students, 2 corporals and one [Australian] Captain created cartoons for the “Airman.”

AC2 — A.D. Bates

AC 2 - Al Beaton — Alexander Beaton J13842, Rilled 28 May 1943.
AC2 — Beller

AC2 — M.O. Bodle

AC2 - Butterfield

AC2 — Coulson

AC2 — Dick Coulin

AC2 — P. Ewing — Peter Ewing J17210, Rilled 3 January 1944.
AC2 — Gitter

AC2 - Hambleton

Capt. Harrison - [only non-Canadian, from Australia]

AC2 — K.M.
AC2 - Kaye
AC2 — Keate

AC2 — Kavanaugh
AC2 — G.). La Rue
AC2 — ). McLean



AC2 — Bert Nightengale

AC2 -Jock P.

AC2 — L. Potvin

AC2 — M.H. Prizek

AC2 — Richie

AC2 — Rudger

Cpl. — E.A. Rodberg

Cpl. — D. L. Rodger — Art Director, Editor- Publisher The Airman.

AC2 — Sargent — became famous Sgt. cartoonist at RCAF Trenton, Ontario.
AC2 — ). Schell

AC2 —T.S. Sparrow — Thomas Sparrow J89691, Rilled 22 August 1944.
AC2 — Del Stuckby

AC2 — Study

AC2 - Taylor

AC2 — Ted Tiley

AC2 - Willis

AC2 — .M.

These forgotten Canadian cartoonists received no official artistic training, just inherited

drawing talent, and in their spare time produced the best RCAF magazine in all of Canada.
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First known “Aero Flips” cartoon page, likely by Cpl. Rodger, 3 April 1942, Easter.






10 April 1942, artist Cpl. Rodger, and the beginning of an insert called Air Force IKE Says:

which would appear in “Aero Flips” for the next twenty-four months.

Early artwork of AC2 M.O. Bodle [in RCAF basic training] 17 April 1942, “The Airman”
Edmonton. A new recruit spent five weeks in basic training, and if he processed
cartooning talent he was invited to contribute. At least thirty-one drew RCAF cartoons in

over two years.



17 April 1942, art from AC2 Bodle and Art Director Cpl. Rodger. 2™ Air Force IKE Says”



1 May 1942, art by Cpl. D.L. Rodger and another new recruit AC2 C. La Rue.



pa sl

Prizek.

3 June 1942, a new artist has arrived in training, AC2 M.H.D.
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6 June 1942, AC2 L. Potvin.



18 June 1942 Cpl. Dodger.



AC2 Prizek liked to draw the “Petty” pin-girls from Esquire magazine. This is the third
inset cartoon titled AIR FORCE IKE SAYS: - created by Cpl. Rodger, 19 June 42.



19 June 1942, Prizek drew the most famous “Petty Girl” from April 1941 Esquire.



From Esquire magazine April 1941, became the famous B-17F “Memphis Belle”



Mo, these ave TCO [

gy I

19 June 42, page by Cpl Rodger and pin-up by Prizek, another “Petty Girl” top right.



The Esquire magazine October 1938 “Petty” girl appeared in Boudoir with a trademark
white phone. The original caption reads: “I just told the electric company where to head

inl”
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...Defénders of a Faith T

Instruments of an outraged humanity,
they will pursue their task to the end...
Then, the menace removed—let us hope, for
ever—and men made free again to. plan and
live-their lives.in peace and security, they will -
bend their young gtrengths and encrgics to thh

building of a sweeter, saner world, %

' They have annihilated time and distance,
' brought “the ends of the earth". within eany
compass, made possible as never before a °
_practical, workable Brotherhood of Man.
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Please note the RCAF were using the unofficial Maple Leaf on British Roundel in 1942.

Cpl. Rodger art page in July 1942.



Cpl. Rodger 14 August 1942.



T h
21 August 1942, AC2 Butterfield, first erotic female humor. The total all ranks at No. 3 for
August was 2,489, which included 1,842 AC2 recruits in basic RCAF training. Only four
females RCAF [W.D.] were on staff, two were — C27600 M.M. Lowden and C276601 A.C.

Olson.



4 September 1942, artist unknown, likely Cpl. Rodger.



11 September 1942, Cpl. Rodger.
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18 September 1942, Cpl. Rodger.



25 September 1942, AC2 Dick Coulin. No Air Force IKE says, just the life of basic training.



9 October 1942, Cpl. Rodger.
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Halloween 30 October 1942, new artist AC2 Cairns. The old Padre gets an eye-full.
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6 November 1942, Cpl. Rodger and AC2 Cairns.



27 November 1942 Cpl. D.L. Rodger. The Edmonton Q.M. Section staff are named.



November 1942, Australians and Edmonton weather, Capt. Harrison. In November 1942,
23 — [R.A.A.F.] Australian and 106 [R.N.Z.A.F.] New Zealand recruits took basic RCAF
training at Edmonton, “M” Depot.



Blizzard of November 1942, by Capt. Harrison, Australian artist.
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16 October 1942, the first full page training cartoon by official RCAF artist LAC H. Rickard

and first signed by him — “Ricky.”



Saluti
@ aN RIRMAN SALUTES ALL COMA-

~ISSIONED RANKS OF ALL SERVICES,
(INCLUDING WOMENS AUXILIARIES),

oo (

YOU SALUTE AN OFFICER~(EXCEPT BUT DONT OVER-DO IT — (NO SALUTE ALWAYS BE PREPARED 1O SALUTE ..
WHEN YOU ARE BARE -HEADE.O -) IN HOTELS , THEATRE , RESTAURANT £7C)  DONT HAVE YOUR HANDS FULL

YOU SALUTE ALL OFFICERS OFALL GERVICES  YOU MAY HAVE TROUBLE DISTINGUISKING VOU MAY OECIDE 70 ERR ON THE SAFE
AND AUXILIARIES) OF ALL COUNTRIES -THIS  SOME OFFICERS . ACTER BEING  SIDE . BUT A FLAT-TOPPED HAT
DOESNT ALWAYS RATE A SALUTE

CAN BE A BIT CONFUSING AT TIMES— TICKED OFF A FEW TIMES wm

=

vou DONT GALUTE THE OFFICERS  WHAT YOU ALTUALLY SALUTE 16 THE BUT WHEN ITCOMES 10 SALUTING
UNIFORM - AUTHORITY OF THE KINGS COMMISSION IT5 THE OFFICER WHO REALLY
HE HOLDS TAKES -A DERTING -

In 1942, LAC H. Rickard worked from RCAF H.Q. in Ottawa, producing training posters.



Christmas 1942 was a busy time for Edmonton Manning Depot artists — Sgt. Rodger

[promoted] Cpl. Jack McCaugherty, AC2 — Al Beaton, L. Potvin, G.J. la Rue, and Bert

Nightengale.
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AC2 Al Beaton, Christmas 1942. A clever way to slip in a nude lady.



The February pose [far right] was in fact from the 1938 Esquire magazine Petty Girl.
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Thii ‘Special "Aero Flips" Supplement has been compiled from
“former editicns of The AIRMAN, dat:lng back to ti:.e first

" issue of October, 1941, -
. Cartoon credifs: ogt. D.L, Rodger, Cpl. Jack McCaugherty,
&GETE A1 peaton, L, Potvin,. H.H.,Priaak, G.J, LaRue, Dert
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Sgt. Rodger, good cartoon skills.



Art by AC2 Al Beaton — A MERRY CHRISTMAS 1942.
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Xmas 1942 - artist Rodger, BLESS ‘EM ALL, dedicated to living Edmonton officers and

men.
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To A Victorious New Year - 2 January 1943 artist Sgt. Rodger.



15 January 1943, new artist AC2 Hambleton with a different style.




22 January 1943, Sgt. Rodger and Hambleton.



29 January 1943, Rodger and Hambleton.
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5 February 1943, artist Hambleton. AIR FORCE IKE - always drawn by Sgt. Rodger.



“The Wolf” - first appears in issue 5 February 1943.

" *IT WAS SURE—SWELL OF—YOU—TO—GET

'ME—A—DATE TOO!"



Created by Cpl. Leonard Sansone for the American Camp Newspaper Service, it soon
became the best known and read cartoon for all Allied soldiers during WWIL. “The Wolf”
was even clipped and mailed home to family members who could not find the cartoon in
civilian newspapers. When the feature began in Edmonton “M” Depot magazine “The
Airman” [5 Feb. 43] Sansone mailed them a 10 by 12-inch original drawing of the Wolf
wearing an RCAF uniform. This colour original hung with pride in the Airman magazine

office, and inspired many up and coming RCAF artists to the world of military cartooning.




22 February 1943, Cpl. Rodger and new cartoonist AC2 Taylor.
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26 February 1943, Cpl. Rodger and another new cartoonist AC2 Ritchie.
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5 March 1943, Cpl. Rodger and AC2 Ritchie.
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19 March 43, Cpl. Rodger and AC2 Study.
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26 March 1943. Cartoonist AC2 Del Stuckby and K.M.
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9 April 43, Cpl. Rodger.



A few cartoon ladies were very sexy for the times, such as this saucy semi-nude beauty
published 9 April 1943. The cartoon appeared with no words, and needed no words.
Having a sexy girl-friend was the only area where a rookie AC2 could out-rank a Senior

RCAF Officer, with a very controlling [her hand over his] overweight wife. Good cartoon

for recruit moral.
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16 April 1943, Sgt. Rodger and new artist AC2 Sargent.



22 April 1943, sexy mind of another” Wolf” by AC2 La Rue.



23 April 1943, Easter — Sgt. Rodger and cartoonist AC2 Sargent.
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30 April 43, appears to be new cartoonist AC2 Beller, with AC2 Sargent and Sgt. Rodger.
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7 May 1943, Cpl. Rodger and AC2 Sargent. [Sgt. Sargent would later become a famous
RCAF WWII cartoonist at Trenton, Ontario].



h ' p}ﬂt/’

n0| Jononr|32d| [nnonnoo
< {1 A rbalntaln B EEAEE :
ARl N U e e
:; Pl Y s ;.. 1;:' .- 3 he! 1.:, -‘5- =
, ¢ ,'I /| .
=7 == 1

Sgt. Sargent’s RCAF Trenton history and art was published in 1985. It all began at

Edmonton, Alberta, as a rookie in basic training, April 1943.
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14 May 43, new cartoonist AC2 Keate and last for AC2 Sargent.



21 May 43, new cartoonist AC2 Gitter.
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4 June 1943, AC2 Gitter also liked pin-ups.
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4 June 1943, new artist AC2 Ewing.



11 June 1943, more art by AC2 Ewing.
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18 June 1943, not signed, cartoon style of AC2 Ewing.



3 @ LEhl s ] o ¥l s
11’*“' ﬂ"éﬁqt* f 'ﬂ-.f g

: .';" HE{I:-:,“ ! 'fi{iﬁ‘"‘ild;_riﬁ "'h- \h-

WHAT CI/ 2 (&

Do TOU

TH[HK 1.'. il

Sy L : T

roof | A

s\ —
ety A.a...-mwf“
€ Rovr/ 7 SAYS; lfH‘EﬁﬁE
L LoTrSh CLOUSS
disf 2 \ BEFORE You
e - FIND THE

N \ 51L1¢ER-LIHHG &
.. _-. '-' 'I-il-. 3
2 el Sennwnsm; L HAVE

} fm WORK LMEJTGH*GHT:.__

9 July 1943, another recruit arrives AC2 Bates.
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16 July 1943, artist AC2 A.D. Bates.
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30 July 1943, AC2 A.D. Bates.
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In early August the original Cpl. Sansone special RCAF drawing of “The Wolf” was stolen
from the Edmonton office of the Airman magazine. American artist Cpl. Sansone [below]

replied he would send another original to “M” Depot at Edmonton.
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6 August 1943, AC2 ). Scheel cartoon art first appears.
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20 August 1943, AC2 Willis.
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27 August 1943, AC2 Willis.
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“The Wolf” and original “Miss Lace” are back together at No. 3 “M” in Edmonton.
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The total staff at No. 3 “M” Depot at the end of August was 2,489, including 1,842 AC2s
in training. Over 3,000 RCAF troops marched in the Edmonton parade, a most impressive

sight.
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Vel. 2. No. 49A EDMONTON, ALBERTA, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1943

[HRONGS SEE PARADE

Immense RCAF,-RAAF, RAF Spectacle Marks 4th War Anniversary
Thousands See Huge Downtown Parade and Stadium Wings Ceremony

Fovming the largest RCAF sp le' to app i Ed b hdlﬁ,thnﬂayﬂﬁgnldhnhkammpﬂndg
at full strength Thursday evening, September 2, in a tremendouwly: impressive event marking the observance of the end of
the fourth year of war. ; .

' Participating were all local umits, comprising 2 A.0.5., 4 LT.5., 3 “M” Depot and 3 Recruiting Centre. Combined
bund:u!thu:hhnn,4LT.S.mﬂﬂ\?‘nﬂu]ﬁﬂbﬂdu&lguywmmhudhthduhgﬂalhdpmdenﬂﬂh%
Stadium ceremony, to tum in a truly perfor

Lisgtenant Governor J. C. Bﬂwummbmd,)mmgmihﬁfﬂﬂ.ld.Sm:lhmmtpgdmgﬂmg-mddhmnr.nd

mdl.-h.wg ltudenl:l from 2 A.O.5. and 4 LT.5.

i %s and air bomb 's wings were pinned on the tumic of each man by the Lisutenant Governor, after which
mangmwmpmwhgﬂdmﬁummuﬁmwAm{Tmlm These awards,
to Sgt. B. C. RAAF, navigator, and Sgt. C. J. Robinson, RCAF, air bomber, wmmdgbyhpt,w,li (Wop)
May, O.B.E, D.F.C, wuﬂ-hwwnlupmorafzh.n.& on behalf of civilian k of that

Addressing the assembled groduntes prior to the pruentunan of wings,
| His Honor the Lieutenant Governor tald them:

**¥ou nre now sbout £ take your position In the air forees of the British Mn.m.ger 2 A0S, I
Empire, and we, the eitizens of the provines of Alberts, and all Caniida, winh
¥ou God speed mnd the best of everything in the days to come,
f90n behalf of those of us who romain nt home, and members of the
United Nations, we ars proud of you and want you Lo remember thot wo will
think of you often and offer our earneat devotion for your safety and suecess.
**You aro now full fledged members of the Air Foree, and must live up
to all its magnificent traditions, Yon mre men who, we feel sure, will remuin
true to the excellent standards of your
prodecessors who have graduated from
Ne. £ A8, and who have alveady | tion, while W02 B, Hodge, attached to
won homors in  the world al war fshe administrative stnf of 4 LT.8.,
Many happy landings and the wery |gsrved as Parsde Warrant Officer,
beet. of“luck, ** ' All Edmonton appearsd to be
Two planes from the Air Observer| on hand as the 3.,“ column of
Behool voared in over the nesembled | wirmen with their officers stepped
throng of almost eight thousand par-| smartly out on  Jasper Avenue
tHeipants and ll;_“‘:lﬂ“ Just “! “;'IT frem 104th Strest and proceeded
ement of the end-
Iu a singulurly approprists touch to
the subsequent eventa.

| CO.3 "M Depot

B/Ldr, J. F. Bythell, alis of this sta.

down fown to 85th Strect, swing-
u‘lﬂihlﬁ&hkﬂu-udu
inte the Stadium.

GROUP CAPTAIN R. M.
SMITH

| | ¢naign and the

Rank after rank of trim, uniformed
men filed through the gates In an al-
most uwnendieg ling, ta form wp in a
hollow square on the green graes of
the stadium for the hoisting of the
Royal Blandard, When
all were assembled, huge floodlights
from eneh eorner of the field snddenly
leminated the - seene, eréating a
dramatic effot which for sheer im-
Prrnlw_nm left nothing to be de-

%Cap‘tnl.'n B M. Bmith of 3
“H“ t,*’ s Semior Alr Foree
officer, hen.ded the parade which pre-
ceded the Clarke Stadiom event, In

the eapacity of Parnde Adjutant was |

At was with the grentest diffienlty
that «ity polise kept the route cleared
sufiiciently to permit passage of tha
squadrons, with  spectntora  wildly
cheering and constantly surging out:
ward toward the eénire of the streef,
Flight aftor flight they cams, . Aus-
tralians in thelr distinetive, dark uni
forms, Britishers bat recently arrived
from tha Qld Country, and the thou:
sands of Canadians treining at the
three local stations. Equally impres-

sive was the full squadron of RCAF| |

(WD) nirwomen, comprising girla at-

tached to local units and others from

points na far distant- as Calgary.
(Continued on Fage Four)

CAPTAIN W. R. “WOP" MAY,
OB.E., DF.C.
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3 September 1943, Sgt. Rodger and AC2 Willis. “Aero Flips” features a nude lady.
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The first drawing of RCAF Flying Willie Wolf [bottom left of page] appears twice in the 10
September 1943 issue.



10 September 1943, AC2 Willis art. RCAF Flying Wolf appears in the Aero Flips header.
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17 September 1943, new cartoonist AC2 Kaye.
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24 September 1943 Sports Supplement.
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24 September 1943, AC2 Kaye, and Ted Tilly, the “Flying Willie Wolf” appears a third

time.



below] the Wolves Den.

[

The “Flying Willie Wolf” becomes an unofficial badge,




The Wolf” #2 original colour drawing arrives from artist Sansone.
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The new RCAF Wolf drawing arrives from Sansone on 1 October 1943, which was

published with caption —

“All hail again to Corporal Sansone, who came through with this additional original Wolf
drawing, which shall take his place beside Nude with Cheese Sandwich in THE AIRMAN office.
This Wolf, drawn as “Joe Airman” is replete with good conduct stripe, though those have not
been leased since the beginning of the war, and never to Airm—never to wolves. Catch the
patch-pocket bottoms. Perhaps the Corporal is hinting that a first-class Wolf is potential officer

material.

Corporal Sansone sends his greeting with the paw of the Wolf. He signs his letters, Woof! Woof!
We wonder if, perhaps, Corporal Sansone isn’t taking his art so literally that it will be rather
difficult for him to readjust to civilian life. Rumors have him more-hairy every day, and that he is
beginning to pace up and down his New York office on all fours. Getting the proper atmosphere is

alright Corporal Sansone, but be careful, please.”
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The RCAF Airman magazine also ran the cartoon strip Male Call featuring the famous
“Miss Lace” with the first appearing 16 April 1943, titled — Something Hot at the PX [top

strip]. Caniff also sent a special colour drawing of Miss Lace, for RCAF No. 3 Depot.
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Milton Caniff also drew this special ‘second’ original “Miss Lace” colour cartoon wearing
the future RCAF roundel on her chest. This Anniversary drawing for “The Airman” became

a very rare collector’s item 10 September 1943, but I’'m sure it no longer survives.



Caniff Did It Again — Feast your eyes. We salute to Milton Caniff, creator of “Terry and
the Pirates” and, for station newspaper circulation, “Male Call.” He has gladdened our

anniversary and our office with a technicolor version of what is only hinted at here.

The original is so shattering, that in order to get the staff to do any work, our editor
unveils it for only one minute periods, twice a day. The first time, at 08:30 hours, to shock
the boys into action. The second time, at 17:00 hours, is to madden them before turning
them loose for the evening. Caniff’s drawing’s are causing a real revolution in the medical

field, and rapidly replacing the grandular method of rejuvenation.

GENERAL ORDERS by Milton Caniff, Camp Newspaper Service.

NYWUIY, GHL
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The Airman also published this rare strip by Milton Caniff titled — GENERAL ORDERS. This
American strip was not connected to “Male Call” and did not feature the famous Miss

Lace, but Caniff created a look-alike and the strip appeared in Camp Newspaper Service.



This was also mailed to the RCAF “M” Depot at Edmonton, Alberta, and published 9 July
1943.

NE OF THE FIRST DUTIES OF NEW SOLDIERS |5 10 LEARN BY HEART A SENTRYS "GENERAL ORDPERS .. THE FOLLOWING WELPFLL
INTS ARE PRESENTED TO MAKE THE LIET EASIER (1) TO MEMORIZE... |

GENERAL

TO TAKE CHARSE OF THIS POST AND ALL
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY M VIEW.

TO REFORT ALL VIOLATIONS OF ORBEI?E TQ REPEAT ALL CALLS FROM POSTE MORS ;
I AM INSTRUCTED 5D ENFORCE. ., DISTANT FROM THE SUARDHOUSE THAM MY WA TO QUIT MY POST ONDY WHEN PROPERLY RELIEVED, |

|
8/

To Receive oBey, 4D 258 ON 1018 SENTHEL
WHO RELIEVES ME ALL ORDERS £
COMMMEING OFFICER OFFICER O THE DAY,
AND OFFICERS AND NON-COMMISSIOND
OFFICERS OF THE GUARD ONLY. ..

Gbﬁlﬂf BY INSTRUCTIONS, ., 1




Original Milton Caniff art brings $5 - $10 thousand per drawing in today's [2022]

American market. | wonder what a rare WWII Canadian RCAF Caniff signed cartoon is

worth?

Milton Caniff “Male Call” strips were also being used [with permission] as an RCAF recruit

training aid.
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Ranks For The Memory

EQUIVALENT RANKS

Ist LIEUT. [ (siver) LIEUT.(JUNIOR GRADE)
2nd LIEUT. ) (eoD) ENSIGN
IN SUMMER , NAVY, MARINE AND COAST
GUARD OFFICERS WEAR KHAK! — RANK

IS INDICATED BY METAL INSIGNIA
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7/11/43

Published in “Male Call” on 7 November 1943, the RCAF magazine used this one comic

strip block to educate new Canadian RCAF recruits on American Forces rank structure.

Appeared in “The Airman” 6 August 1943, which means this Canadian strip was sent to

Edmonton by Caniff himself, two months before it was published by American Camp

Newspapers.
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1 October 1943, art by AC2 J. McLean, and Jock P. The term P-38 [Bra.] was also a famous
American fighter aircraft, good military humor. The “flying Willie Wolf” appears a fourth

time.
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8 October 1943, art by AC2 Ted Tiley. The RCAF flying “Willie Wolf "' targets a stunning

lady, and becomes a regular drawing feature.
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15 October 1943, J. McLean, Willis, and Ted Tiley. The RCAF Willie Wolf appears for the
last time. The sexy cartoon lady originally published 6 April 1943, reappears a second

time.
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15 October 1943, new artist known as J.M. The famous “Willie Wolf” himself appears.
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[name unknown]

-J.M.

22 October 1943 good pin-up Victory Bond girl art by AC2
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29 October 1943, more cartoon humor by J.M. The silk stocking [windsocR] is very good.
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29 October 1943, Airman Supplement issue drawn by J.M. This will be the last art until

March 1944. [It’s possible this missing supplement art was just never saved]
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F/L.J.H, Bring (01289) and P/0 G.M. Hunter (014264)ootéd us Defending Officers in a
Distrist Court-Martial held at No. 4 I.7.3. today.
i This morning 0.C. Headquarters inapected H.Q. Wing at 0OBOO hours.

The Station dapoe this eveniag attracted olose to 1800 alrmen and their lady friends.

6/C Smith, 8/L R. Key, S/L G.0. Prisur, F/L G.W. LaRoogue and Padre Genest attended the
funeral of Fathér Ryan formerly R.C. padre’'st this station. j

.Today's issue of "Tha Alrman® does not approach ths unusually high standard st by
provious editiona. The supplement continues to maintain & high meral standerd -- unusual
in service publiocations. s

Rapld strides are being made In the oomstruction of the nev stage in the Arena. The stag
full size is belng built at the South end, at a ocost of approximately $2,000. This is a
non-publis fund project.

On 26 November 1943, Canadian cartoons and the normal high standard of publication

in “The Airman” was recorded in the Daily Diary.

“Sea Jou! | iold you this was Arsbial” “But Sargint, can | help it & they got my leondry
mined upl™




American military cartoons were still being published, at the same time the Canadian
cartoon content called “Aero Flips” just stopped. The reasons are still not clear; the last

three cartoons appear in March 1944.
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3 March 1944, cartoons by Cpl. E.A. Rodberg [Staff NCO] and AC2 Coulson.



10 March 1944, art by AC2 Dick Coulson.
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On 9 June 1944, “The Airman” magazine began publication every two weeks and the end

was near.
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No. 3 “M” Depot

Is To Be Disbanded and
| Will Close August 15, 1944

All H;:n-Pullli: Fund Creditors are to present all invoices and final statements
of account to NO. 3 “M” DEPOT, RCAF, Edmonton, Alberta, not later than

10 August, 1944.

I-.,ngl’ulﬂi: Fund Creditors include any having accounts with the following:
Station Fund Central Warchouse Entertalnment Commitiee
Officers’ Mess Coffee Bar Rifle Committee

ﬂﬂrpﬂfl‘l’:m ; Depot Finance Committes,
Alrmen's Canteen Band Committee

On 27 July 1944, all RCAF documents [with cartoons] were sent to No. 1 “M” Depot,
Toronto, Ontario, and Edmonton staff were gone by 31 of July. Organization Order No.
415, dated 15 August, officially disbanded No. 3 “M” Depot, Edmonton, Alberta, 18
August 1944.



The End of Willie Wolf at Edmonton.



This RCAF “M” Depot cartoonist history is dedicated to the hundreds of young Canadian
men who joined the RCAF during WWII, and with limited artistic talent produced unit
badges, published unit news magazines, with cover art, painted full size mural art, pin-up
girls, and most of all decorated combat aircraft with Canadian “Nose Art.” When the war

ended, their artistic wartime record of history was soon forgotten and their creations just

vanished.



