
 
FACEY, F/O Harold Richmond (J16440) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.224 Squadron - Award 
effective 24 May 1944 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1944 and AFRO 1660/44 dated 4 
August 1944.  Born in Edmonton, 2 May 1917; home there.  Educated at Queen's Avenue Public 
School and Victoria High School.  Longshoreman, deck hand and salesman before the war.  
Private in the 49th Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, July 1940 to May 1941. Enlisted in 
Edmonton, 12 May 1941 and granted Leave Without Pay. To No.2 Manning Depot, 26 May 
1941. To No.2 ITS, 14 July 1941; promoted LAC, 19 August 1941 and posted that date to No.6 
9C¢{Τ ǘƻ bƻΦп {C¢{Σ ф hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпмΤ  ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ н WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 
Depot, 3 January 1942; to RAF overseas, 23 January 1942. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 
Bournemouth, 10 February 1942.  To No.2 (Pilots) AFU, 13 April 1942.  To No.7 PRC, 23 June 
1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 2 July 1942.  To No.1 (Coastal) OTU, 18 August 1942.  To No.86 
Squadron, 13 October 1942. Commissioned 18 December 1942.  To No.224 Squadron, 21 April 
1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 18 June 1943. Attached to Station Beaulieu, May and June 1943.  
Posted from No.224 Squadron to Repatriation Depot, 2 October 1944. Repatriated 22 October 
1944.  To No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, 30 November 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 18 
December 1944.  To Release Centre, 7 September 1945.  Released 18 September 1945.  Died in 
Oakville, Ontario, 5 June 1991 as per Airforce Magazine of October-November-December 1991.  
RCAF photo PL-28004 (ex UK-7380) and PL-28005 (ex UK-7381), both dated 19 January 1944, 
show RCAF members of No.224 Squadron - F/O F.H. Hackmann (Rocanville, Saskatchewan), 
WO1 G.P., Angus (North Bay, Ontario), WO1 C.F. Holmes (North Bay, Ontario) and F/O H.R. 
Facey (Edmonton).  Photo PL-28007 (ex UK-7383) shows Facey alone. 
 

Flying Officer Facey as captain of aircraft has taken part in a large number of 
operational sorties during which he has made two attacks on enemy submarines, 
one of which was completed in the face of heavy anti-aircraft fire.  The U-boat 
was seriously damaged.  In December 1943 this officer attacked eleven 
destroyers and a blockade runner in the Bay of Biscay.  Despite very heavy anti-
aircraft fire and opposition from enemy fighters he pressed home his attack and 
scored a near miss.  Throughout Flying Officer Facey has completed his allotted 
tasks with keenness and exactitude, setting a fine example of devotion to duty. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9627 has original recommendation drafted 28 February 1944 
when he had flown 35 sorties (400 operational hours). Text was very detailed. 
 

Flying Officer Facey joined No.224 Squadron in April 1943 as a captain with his 
crew, and has been continuously on operations ever since.  He has completed 
approximately 400 operational hours, comprising some 35 sorties. 

 
Flying Officer Facey has had three submarine sightings, two of which were 
attacked. In one attack he straddled the stern of the U-Boat and was awarded 
"seriously damaged".  This attack was carried out in the face of heavy flak. 

 
In December 1943 he attacked with bombs eleven Narvik destroyers and a 
blockade runner in the Bay of Biscay in the face of extremely heavy flak and 
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secured a near miss. As he was going into this attack he was attacked from 
astern by enemy fighters firing rocket missiles at him.  This did not deter him and 
he pressed home his attack in the face of heavy opposition. 

 
In February 1944 whilst investigating a radar contact by Leigh Light, one of our 
own destroyers opened a heavy barrage at point blank range at him, scoring 
several cannon shell hits which severely damaged his tail unit as well as severing 
many of the control wires. He flew his damaged aircraft safely back to base over 
a distance of over 200 miles where a safe landing was effected. 

 
Flying Officer Facey is very keen on operations and has trained his crew to a very 
high standard. On two occasions he has met up with enemy aircraft but through 
good airmanship and an efficient crew has managed to evade combat and 
complete his patrol. 

 
He is a very capable captain and has flow hard and continuously on operations, 
always carrying out the job allotted him [with] keenness and quiet exactitude, 
thereby setting an example to all in the squadron. 

 
The Group Captain commanding Station St.Eval wrote on 12 April 1944: 
 

Flying Officer Facey has well deserved the award for which he is now 
recommended. His leadership and aggressive attitude toward the enemy is an 
inspiration to other officers and Non Commissioned aircrew in the squadron. 

 
This was further approved at the level of No.10 Group (26 April 1944) and Coastal Command 
Headquarters (10 May 1944). 
 
Notes: As of 3 October 1944 he stated he had flown 75 hours 20 minutes on Oxfords as No.2 
(Pilots) AFU plus ten hours on Oxfords while attending No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight 
(May 1942).  Attended General Reconnaissance School, Harrowgate, 29 June 1942 to August 
1942 (times and types uncertain); posted to No.1 (Coastal) OTU, possibly as early as 9 August 
1942 where he flew Hudsons (74 hours 15 minutes).  Then to No.86 Squadron but flew only 14 
hours 35 minutes on Liberators before being hospitalized with appendicitis (December 1942).  
On return to No.86 Squadron he flew a further 12 hours 30 minutes but then sent to No.1 
(Coastal) OTU again for a further Liberator course.  Once posted to No.224 Squadron, he flew 
279 hours 15 minutes on operations, hospitalized again (tonsillitis), flew another 514 hours 15 
minutes, hospitalized again in July 1944 (hernia) and finally returned to No.224 in September 
1944, but flying only three more  hours.  He summed up his flying as 636 hours 15 minutes on 
operations and 372 hours 45 minutes on training (a total of 1,009 hours). 
 
Application for Operational Wing dated 5 October 1944 stated he had flown 636 hours 15 
minutes on operations, 13 May 1943 to 2 October 1944. 
 
Training: Course at No.2 ITS was 15 July to 15 August 1941.  Courses in Mathematics (92/100), 
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Armament (83/100), Signals (75/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (29/40), Drill (76/100), Law and 
Discipline (49/60).  Graded 75 percent in Link. Placed 51st ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ннпΦ ά! ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
airman who is conscientious, can accept responsibility, has plenty of initiative, applies himself 
well and is recommended for a commissioƴΦέ   
 
Course at No.6 EFTS was 20 August to 10 October 1941 (Tiger Moth aircraft, 24.45 dual, 40.30 
ǎƻƭƻΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ тΦнл ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ млΦол ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ άCƭȅƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΤ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƪŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦέ ό{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ [Φ ²ŀƛǘŜΣ с hŎǘƻōer 1941). Ground scholl courses in 
Airmanship (160/200), Airframes (72/100), Aero Engines (74/100), Signals, practical (100/100), 
Theory of Fligh (74/100), Air Navigation (159/200), Armament, oral (154/200). Placed 21st in a 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ осΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǾŜry keen and willing to learn; possesses the correct attitude for 
ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΤ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
 
Course at No.4 SFTS was 13 October 1941 to 2 January 1942; Crane aircraft (45.05 day dual, 
54.30 day solo, 2.20 night dual, 9.40 night solo).  Flew 20.20 on instruments and logged twenty 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǇƛƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ 
high average navigational report.  He learns quickly and applies his knowledge along the proper 
lines in connection with his flying training.  He appears to be slightly nervous, but as he gathers 
confidence with experienec, this fault should disappear, and he will become an above average 
service pilot.  Requires more formation ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ  DǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ 
Airmanship and Maintenance (155/200), Armament, written (69/100), Armament, practical 
(71/100), Navigation (120/150), Meteorology (37/50), Signals, written (44/50), and Signals, 
practical (100/100).  The final assessment of 2 January 1942 placed him 29th in a class of 53. 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǇƛƭ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  
Would probably learn a great deal more if he were not so hot-tempered and stand criticism.  
Presents a nice appearance, initiative and discipline satisfactory, and appears to be popular 
with the other students.  Is inclined to be familiar with his instructor at times, and must be 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
Course at No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight was 16-25 May 1942 - ten hours on Oxford 
aircraft (all beam flying) plus five hours in Link. 
 
Course at No.1 (Coastal) OTU was 20 August to 15 October 1942.  Flew 13.15 day dual, 6.50 day 
as second pilot, 44.40 day as captain, 31.50 on daylight crew training; 2.30 night dual, 2.00 
night as second pilot, five hours night as captain (seven hours night in crew training); two hours 
ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΤ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ мрΦол ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ άYŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
determination in gŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦέ όмм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнύΦ 
 
Assessments: Report from No.86 Squadron, covering period 18 December 1942 to 21 April 
1943 was vague - ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ό²κ/ wΦ5Φ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎύ 
 
Report dated 2 July 1944 was more detailed.  It stated he had joined No.224 Squadron on 14 
!ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ Ŧƭƻǿƴ мΣмнп ƘƻǳǊǎ όосф ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΦ ά! ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
record.  The type of officer who is a very easy going disciplinarian but gets first class results on 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ! ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ōǳǘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿΦέ ό²κ/ ¢ΦbΦ¢Φ 
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McComb).  On 15 July 1944, G/C R.C. Mead added his comment - ά! ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ 
of aircraft but unfortunately not yet developed to be anything beyoƴŘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ 
 
wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻΦр h¢¦Σ нм !ǇǊƛƭ мфпр ǿŀǎ ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ά{ŜƭŦ /ƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 
ŀǎ ά!ǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΦέ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
ά!ōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦέ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ά¢ǊŀŘŜ tǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ά{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ - knows his 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ά[ƻȅŀƭǘȅέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ά!ƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAGUY, F/L Joseph Paul Andre (J15381) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 8 
June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944.  Born 
24 September 1919 in Ancienne Lorette.  Attending Laval University when he enlisted 21 June 
1940 in Quebec City.  To No.1 ITS, 30 June 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 September 1940; to 
St.Catharines Flying Club, 14 September 1940; to No.9 EFTS, 13 October 1940.  Ceased pilot 
training, 22 October 1940.  To No.1 BGS, 24 November 1940.  Graduated and promoted 
Sergeant, 21 December 1940.  To Halifax, 22 December 1940.  To Eastern Air Command, 5 
February 1941. Date of posting overseas uncertain but appears to be about February 1941; 
served in No.75 (New Zealand) Squadron.  Commissioned 1 May 1942.   Attained rank of 
Squadron Leader, 25 September 1944 Repatriated 7 June 1945.  Released 5 September 1945.  
Came to Ottawa with his bride from England, becoming a dedicated public servant,  retiring in 
the position of Deputy Minister Corrections (Commissioner).  Died 9 November 2011 in Ottawa.  
No citation in AFRO.  Mentioned in  Forever Strong: The Story of 75 Squadron, RNZAF, 1916-
2000 by Norman Franks (1991) for incident on 12/13 August 1941, Wellington X9764 (AA-V), 
operating against Hanover.  Pilot P/O Hugh Alfred Roberts (RAAF) crash-landed after rest of 
crew had baled out over England. These included Sergeant Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF 
(Wireless Operator/Air Gunner, injured). 
 
The following from website https://75nzsquadron.wordpress.com/c-a-hone-crew-03-07-41, 
dealing with H.A. Roberts: 
 
3 July 1941 - Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Essen.  Sixteen Wellington aircraft of this Unit 
were detailed to carry out the above attacks. One of these aircraft , W,5621, captained by SGT. 
Reid, failed to return to base. Bombs were dropped by the remaining aircraft and fires were 
started. Heavy and light A.A. fire was intense and accurate, as also were searchlights which 
were working in cones. A few enemy aircraft were seen, but no attacks were made. The 
weather was fine with cloud in some places. There was haze over the target. Navigation was by 
D/R, W/T, astro, loop, map reading: 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic L.7848 AA-V 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 23:15 ς Landed 04:50 
Flight Time 05:35 
 
5 July 1941 ς Bombing Attacks Against Munster.  Twelve Wellington aircraft were detailed to 
carry out the above attacks. All bombs were dropped and the operation proved to be 
successful. Several large fires were observed in and around the target area.. A.A> fire was slight, 
but searchlights were fairly numerous. One of our aircraft was attacked by a Me.109 which 
dived away after out rear gunner had fired two bursts. The weather was fine and clear. 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic L.7848 AA-V 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 23:10 ς Landed 03:55 
Flight Time 04:45 
 
7 July 1941 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic L.7848 AA-V 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 23:10 ς Landed 04:10 
Flight Time 05:00 
 
8 July 1941 ς Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Munster. Seven Wellington aircraft were 
detailed to carry out the above attacks. A mixed bomb load was carried and consisted of 
1000lbs; 500lbs; 250lbs; and incendiaries.  
RJT.131 reports bombs were seen to burst in target area. 
RJT.292 saw bombs burst along railway tracks. 
RJT.356 ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ {Φ.Φ/Ωǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΦ 
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RJT.607 reports that target area was bombed. 
RJT.812 bombed target area. 
Target area was bombed by RJT.972. 
P/O. Scott reports that fires were started in target area. Large fires were seen in target area. A 
number of dummy fires were observed. 
Slight but inaccurate heavy A.A. fire was encountered. Few searchlights were in operation. 
A few enemy aircraft were seen but no attacks made. The weather was fine, but there was 
slight ground haze in target area. Navigation was by D/R, astro, W/T, map reading 
Wellington Mk.Ic X.9628 AA-A 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 23:30 ς Landed 04:00 
Flight Time 04:30 
 
21 July 1941 ς Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Mannheim and Cherbourg. Eleven 
Wellington aircraft were detailed to carry out individual bombing attacks against the above 
targets. A mixed bomb load was carried and was made up of 1000lbs; 500lbs; 250lbs; and 
containers of incendiaries. 
 
CKN.294 reports that bomb bursts were observed. Bursts were observed by CKN.326 
Bombs were dropped in target area by CKN.342. 
The target was attacked by CKN.380 and bombs were seen to burst. CKN.432 attacked the 
docks at Cherbourg and reports hits on North West corner. The target was bombed by CKN.446. 
CKN.530 bombed target area but no results were observed. 
CKN.591 reports that a large fire was started in target area. 
CKN.627 started medium fire slightly south east of target and several explosions were 
observed. 
/YbΦссп ǎŀǿ IΦ9ΦΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎŜƴŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ burst in target area. 
P/O. Scott reports that incendiaries were seen burning. 
Dummy fires were observed. An aircraft was seen to be caught in searchlights over Ostend. It 
was hit by A.A. fire and seen to burst into flames. 
A.A. fire was not very intense. 
Searchlights were active in target area and at parts of route. 
No enemy aircraft were encountered. The weather was fine. Navigation was by D/R, loop, 
astro, map reading, W/T. 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic R.1237 AA-G 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
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P/O John Frederick Fisher, RAFVR 67067 ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 22:40 ς Landed 05:00 
Flight Time 06:20 
 
24 July 1941 ς Daylight Attacks Against Battleship Gneisenau at Brest. Six Wellington aircraft of 
this unit were detailed to carry out daylight attacks against the above target. One of these 
aircraft, N.2854 captained by SGT. Streeter failed to return to base. The bomb load consisted of 
24 500lbs. S.A.P. 
Results were unobserved by DNS.772. 
DNS.329 reports bombs overshot aiming point. Direct hits on sheds or warehouses about half 
mile S.E. of aiming point were observed. 
DNS.411 reports that one and possibly two hits were observed on north end of No.1 graving 
dock. 
Results were not observed by P/). Ashworth. 
S/L. Lucas reports that bombs were dropped in target area. 
Balloons were observed in the harbour. 
A.A. fire was very intense and accurate. 
Enemy aircraft were numerous and our aircraft were attacked. 
The weather was excellent and visibility was good. 
Navigation was by D/R, and map reading. 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic X.3205 AA-L 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Dennis Chadwick Barnett, RAFVR 581260/ 45584 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w 956811 ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 10:55 ς Landed 17:10 
Flight Time 06:15 
 
12 August 1942 ς Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Hanover and Le Havre. Nine Wellington 
aircraft were detailed to carry out individual bombing attacks against the above targets. One of 
these aircraft, SXA.893 captained by P/O. Roberts was attacked over the Zuyder Zee by an 
enemy fighter. Our aircraft was damaged but a good hit was scored on the enemy which turned 
away in a steep dive. When nearing base out aircraft ran out of petrol and the captain 
succeeded in baling out 5 of his crew, but he himself had no time to jump. By the aid of his 
landing light he picked out a fire break in a forestry plantation and landed safely with little 
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additional damage. All bombs were dropped and fires were started. A.A. fire was heavy and co-
operating with searchlights. Search lights were numerous but not troublesome. Thunderstorms 
were encountered on route and there was slight cloud and haze in target areas. 
 
Wellington Mk.Ic X.9764 AA-V 
 
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 ς Pilot. 
Sgt. K.M. Smith, RAFVR 930868 ς 2nd Pilot. 
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 ς Navigator. 
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 ς Wireless Operator. 
{ƎǘΦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ /ŜŎƛƭ ΨaƛŎƪΩ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ w!C±w фрсумм ς Front Gunner. 
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 ς Rear Gunner. 
 
Take Off 21:00 ς Landed 04:15 
Flight Time 07:15 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAIR, Sergeant Alan Kirby (R63688) - Mention in Despatches - No.427 Squadron (AFRO gives 
unit as "Leeming") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 
1600/45 dated 12 October 1945.  Born 19 September 1920.  Home in Guelph, Ontario; enlisted 
in London, Ontario, 28 May 1940 as Aero Engine Mechanic.  To Technical Training School, St. 
Thomas, 12 July 1940. Promoted AC1, 9 November 1940.  To No.5 SFTS, 13 November 1940. 
Promoted LAC, 1 April 1941. To No.6 Repair Depot, 26 July 1941. To No.8 Repair Depot, 23 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпмΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ но aŀǊŎƘ мф42.  To RAF overseas, 1 May 1942. Promoted Corporal, 
1 July 1942.  Promoted Sergeant, 24 July 1943.  Repatriated by air, 23 July 1945.  Released 9 
October 1945.  Died in Guelph, Ontario, 5 August 2015.  DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 
Vol.20628) has recommendation forwarded to No.6 Group HQ, 12 February 1945 when he was 
a Fitter in "B" Flight, No.427 Squadron.  Had served two years in Canada, 33 months in UK. 
 

Coupled with his devotion to duty and ability as a mechanic, Sergeant Fair's 
pleasing personality has done much to promote harmony among his 
subordinates and to gain the confidence of air crews.  Result: excellent 
serviceability.  This NCO is making an outstanding contribution to the war effort 
on this station. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAIRBAIRN, Corporal Donald Bradford (R170776) - British Empire Medal - RCAF Overseas 
Headquarters - Award effective 14 June 1945 (RCAF Routine Order 1127/45 dated 6th July 
1945).  Born in Beamsville, Ontario, 25 May 1913 (RCAF press release announcing award).  
Educated there and Ontario Agricultural College.  Farm commentator for CBC, 1939-1942.  
Enlisted in Toronto, 12 June 1942.  Trained at Queen's University and McGill.  Further trained at 
No.31 RDF (radar) School, Clinton, Ontario, 18 February to 30 May 1943.  Taken on strength of 
RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 5 February 1944.  Corporal, 1 May 1944; Pilot Officer, 23 January 
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1945; released 4 August 1945.  
 

A member of the field radio recording unit since its inception, Corporal Fairbairn 
accompanied Mitchell bombers into aerial action on D Day to broadcast over 
leading international networks Royal Canadian Air Force operations on the 
attack.  Subsequently covering operations right through into Holland and 
Germany, he has taken ever greater responsibilities as sickness, accidents and 
enemy action took a toll of other members of the unit.  He has done an 
extraordinarily productive job far beyond the line of ordinary duty.  He has 
handled the most difficult assignments, combing with his air force duties those 
of a broadcasting system war correspondent.  His daily reports to Canada have 
been concise, accurate and so authoritative that they are regularly used on other 
major networks, bringing to millions of listeners the feats of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 

 
RCAF photo PL-41172 (ex UK-178сс ŘŀǘŜŘ о WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпрύ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ά5ƻƴ CŀƛǊōŀƛǊƴΣ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭΣ 
w/!C ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǊέΦ 
 
RCAF photo PL-41175 (ex UK-17869 dated 3 January 1945) shows Corporal Don Fairbairn (left) 
and Stanley Maxted (BBC) with RCAF recording truck.  PL-41177 (ex UK-17871 dated 3 January 
1945) shows Corporal Don Fairbairn (left) and R.L.S. Newman (BBC engineer).  
 
RCAF photo PL-42606 (ex UK-мфтсоύ ƻŦ нт aŀǊŎƘ мфпр ƛǎ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άtƛƭƻǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 
5ƻƴ CŀƛǊōŀƛǊƴΣ /./Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w/!C ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ [ǳŦǘǿŀŦŦŜ ŀƛǊfield and 
American troops captured near Munchen Gladbach, Germany.  He is standing under what is 
thought to have been a gallows used to discipline Russian Todt workers in the field.  The sign, 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΣ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ Ψbƻ ŜƴǘǊȅΤ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘƛŜǎΩΦ  Lƴ ǘƘe radio van at rear is Larry 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΣ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /./ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΦέ 
 
RCAF Photo PL-пнслу όнт aŀǊŎƘ мфпрύ ǎƘƻǿǎ Cκ[ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ IǳǘŎƘƛƴƎǎ ό¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻύΣ άƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
w/!CΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦέ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ tκh 5ƻƴ CŀƛǊōŀƛǊƴΦ  άŦƻǊmer CBC 
commentator who is seen describing a Luftwaffe airfield which the Americans captured near 
Munchen-DƭŀŘōŀŎƘΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦέ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ǝŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜέ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŜǊƻŘǊƻƳŜΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌecording machine in the 
ǊŀŘƛƻ Ǿŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƛǎ [ŀǊǊȅ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /./ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΦ  ά[ŀǊǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ 
ƪƴƻǿƴ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΦέ 
 
RCAF Photo PL-42819 (5 April 1945) shows P/O Don Fairbairn (right) indicating point of interest  
on a field of a Canadian Spitfire wing in Belgium to E.L. Bushell (Toronto, director of CBC 
programmes) centre, and R.G. Cahoon (Montreal, chief engineer of CBC international service). 
 
RCAF Photo PL-43775 (27 April 1945) shows P/O Don FairbaƛǊƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ άŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƴŜŀǊ ²ŜǎŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
bus transport home. 
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RCAF photo PL-44473 (ex UK-нмфуо ŘŀǘŜŘ т WǳƴŜ мфпрύ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άCƭƛƎƘǘ 
Lieutenant Jack Radford, Toronto, being interviewed by P/O Don Fairbairn, RCAF Radio.  F/L 
wŀŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǊƴ ƻŦŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
navigator blew up on a mission to Schweinfurt.  He tells how he managed to clutch it in his 
hand as he fell and pull the ripcord.  F/L Radford is the eldest son of J.R. Radford, Toronto, 
{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAIRBANKS, F/L David Charles (J9069) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.274 Squadron - Award 
effective 23 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 471/45 dated 16 March 
1945. American citizen, born 12 August 1922. Enlisted in Hamilton, 18 February 1941 and 
posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 2 April 1941. To Dartmouth, , 8 April 
1941; to No.3 ITS, 27 May 1941; promoted LAC, 2 July 1941 and posted that date to No.21 EFTS; 
to No.9 SFTS, 1 September 1941. Graduated and commissioned 21 November 1941. To Central 
Flying School, Trenton, 22 November 1941; to No.13 SFTS, 14 March 1942.   Promoted Flying 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ м hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ну CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпоΤ ǘƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нт aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΤ 
disembarked in Britain, 4 April 1943. To No.17 (Pilots) AFU, 18 May 1943.  To No.58 OTU, 3 
August 1943. Temporary Duty, Takoradi, September 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 21 
November 1943.  To No.2 Tactical Evaluation Unit, 31 December 1943.  To No.501 Squadron, 12 
January 1944.  To No.274 Squadron, 11 August 1944. To No.3 Squadron, 8 January 1945.  
Promoted Squadron Leader, 10 February 1945.   Missing 28 February 1945 (Tempest NV943).  
Safe in United Kingdom, 10 May 1945. Repatriated 6 July 1945.  To No.1 Composite Training 
School, 20 July 1945. To Release Centre, 3 October 1945.  Released 12 October 1945.  Obtained 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Cornell University, June 1950.  Served with No.401 
(Auxiliary) Squadron, 1 September 1951 to 22 October 1952 (service number 105336) in rank of 
Squadron Leader.  Employed by Sperry Gyroscope Company (Field Service Division), in May 
1952 he was sent to No.1 Fighter Wing, North Luffenham to service the AICM radar gunsight.   
Accepted for service with RAF Auxiliary (No.504 Squadron) during his time in England.  With 
No.401 Squadron again, 1 January 1954 to 31 January 1953.  With No.411 (Auxiliary) Squadron, 
1 February 1954 to 1 November 1956.  No squadron leader position available and his work as 
test pilot and executive with De Havilland (Canada) compelled him to request release.  Died in 
Toronto, 9 September 1975.  Photo PL-42441 shows him being interviewed by a BBC 
correspondent, 26 February 1945, while with No.274 Squadron. RCAF photo PL-44219 (ex UK-
21710 dated 26 May 1945) shows two former POWs at Bournemouth: S/L David C. Fairbanks, 
DFC (left) and F/L C.H. Bullock, DFM. For additional details see H.A. Halliday, The Tumbling Sky 
and Summer 1977 issue of Journal of the Canadian Aviation Historical Society.  Medals and 
logbook displayed in RCAF Memorial Museum, Trenton, Ontario.  Credited with the following 
victories (aircraft serials via Chris Shores, Aces High, 2nd edition): 8 June 1944 one Bf.109 
destroyed plus one Bf.109 damaged (No.501 Squadron, Spitfire X4272 coded SD-J); 29 August 
1944, one V-1 destroyed (No.274 Squadron Tempest); 17 December 1944, two Bf.109s 
destroyed and one Bf.109 damaged (No.274 Squadron, Tempest EJ762); 4 January 1945, one 
FW.190 destroyed (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ777); 14 January 1945, one Bf.109 destroyed 
plus one FW.290 destroyed (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ690); 23 January 1945, one Ju.52 
destroyed (shared with another pilot) plus one Ju.88 probably destroyed plus one Ju.88 
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damaged (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ695; probably and damaged claims on aircraft on airfield); 
11 February 1945, one Me.262 destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest NV645; victim was 
actually an Ar.234); 14 February 1945, one Me.262 damaged (No.274 Squadron, NV645); 16 
February 1945, two Bf.109s destroyed (No.274 Squadron, NV645); 22 February 1945, two 
FW.190Ds destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest EJ648); 24 February 1945, one FW.190 
destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest NV943); 28 February 1945, one FW.190 destroyed 
(No.274 Squadron, NV943; he was shot down and taken prisoner in this engagement). 
 

Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has completed a large number of sorties and has set 
a fine example of determination and devotion to duty throughout.  On one 
occasion in November 1944, whilst attacking an enemy locomotive, his aircraft 
was badly hit and turned completely over while at a low altitude. One of the 
petrol tanks was pierced and a fire commenced in one of the wings.  Displaying 
admirable coolness and great skill, Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks succeeded in 
righting the aircraft and set course for home.  The fire in the wing died down but 
not before it had done much damage.  Nevertheless, Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks 
succeeded in reaching base.  This officer has invariably displayed a high degree 
of courage. 

 
FAIRBANKS, F/L David Charles (J9069) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.274 Squadron - 
Award effective 6 March 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 625/45 dated 13 
April 1945.   
 

This officer continues to display a high standard of skill and gallantry.  Within 
recent weeks he has destroyed five enemy aircraft, bringing his victories to eight.  
Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has also effectively attacked many enemy targets on 
the ground.  His keenness and determination have set a high example to all. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9044 has recommendation drafted 17 January 1945 by the 
Commanding Officer, No.3 Squadron, when he had flown 130 sorties (145 hours) of which 15 
sorties (20 hours) had been since his previous award. 
 

Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has carried out many offensive operations and shown 
himself to be an outstanding leader of great skill and determination.  In the face 
of heavy enemy defences he has carried out many difficult sorties, pressing hime 
his attacks to the utmost, destroying and damaging 14 trains as well as barges, 
rolling stock and road transport.  Since being awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, this officer has destroyed five and a half enemy aircraft in aerial combat, 
including two individually on each of two separate occasions.  His energetic and 
courageous leadership has largely contributed to the success of the squadron 
and has been an inspiration to all the pilots. 

 
Wing Commander Booker wrote (20 January 1945): 
 

Since being posted to No.3 Squadron as Flight Commander a month ago, Flight 
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Lieutenant Fairbanks has very obviously inspired his Flight by his magnificent 
flying and leadership.  I strongly suppƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
recommendation. 

 
Also on 20 January 1945 a Group Captain (signature illegible) wrote: 
 

Since the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross on 9th December 1944, this 
officer has continued to lead his flight in a most outstandingly, successful and 
aggressive manner. 

 
Apart from the numerous ground targets destroyed and damaged, he personally 
destroyed 2 ½ enemy aircraft on the 17th December, one on the 4th January and 
a further two on 14th, bringing his score in just over three weeks to 5 ½ 
destroyed, and his total victories to 8 ½ enemy aircraft destroyed.  Strongly 
recommended for the immediate award of a Bar to the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. 

 
This was endorsed by the Air Officer Commanding, No.83 Group (23 January 1945) and by Air 
Marshal Coningham on 27 January 1945. 
 
FAIRBANKS, S/L David Charles (J9069) - Second Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.274 
Squadron - Award effected 7 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 
1453/45 dated 14 September 1945. 
             

Squadron Leader Fairbanks has destroyed fifteen enemy aircraft.  On two 
separate occasions since his last award he has shot down two aircraft in one 
sortie and in less than a fortnight he has destroyed six, including a jet propelled 
aircraft.  As a flight and then a squadron commander he has led many daring and 
highly successful attacks on enemy communications, principally locomotives and 
road transport.  In three weeks seventy-two enemy locomotives and vehicles 
were successfully attacked.  By the excellent example he has set, his initiative 
and fine leadership, this officer has inspired the other members of his squadron 
and all pilots with whom he has come in contact. 

 
Note: Iƛǎ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ IƻƳŜǊ ό/ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅύΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ ά.Ŝ ƛǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀt after 
many years in the air, Captain David C. Fairbanks, DSO, DFC and Bars was buried at sea on 9 
{ŜǇǘ тр ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǎƘΦέ 
 
Report on the action of 28 February 1945 stated - ά{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ CŀƛǊōŀƴƪǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ six 
pilots airborne at 0720 hours on the 28th of February on an armed recce of the Hamm-Munster-
Osnabruck area.  At 0800 hours when the squadron was flying North at 6,000 feet 
approximately nine miles North East of Osnabruck they sighted 40-plus FW.190s and ME.109s 
flying South at the same height. The squadron turned and engaged the enemy and whilst the 
dog fight was in progress, S/L Fairbanks called on his R/T asking for help stating that he had five 
enemy aircraft on his tail. No further information is aǎ ȅŜǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦέ 
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On 8 March 1945, S/L Walter J. Hibbert (No.274 Squadron) wrote to his mother as follows: 
 

Dear Mrs. Fairbanks, 
 

By now you must have received the news that your sin, S/L Fairbanks, DFC and 
Bar is missing from operations.  He had been with the squadron for a year and in 
that time it is easy to get to know a chap with whom one spends all and every 
day.  And because we knew him so well we miss him all the more.  He was the 
most successful pilot of the Wing, having destroyed fourteen and a half enemy 
aircraft, most of them since Christmas.  No wonder the other pilots were keen to 
fly with him, and no wonder they had so much confidence in his leading.  For 
ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCƻƻōέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊ 
there was a dangerous job to be done or we had achieved some big success the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƭŘ Cƻƻō Κ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ Řƻ Κέ 

 
He was missing after taking on six FW.190s by himself and I have never seen a 
party of men so sorry as when we heard the news.  He was loved and admired by 
his men who have asked me to send their regrets and sympathy to you for his 
loss. 

 
A summary of his flying to 31 December 1954 listed the following types: Finch (71.30), Harvard 
(1,050.55), Tiger Moth (4.50), Miles Master (56.20), Spitfire (236.15), Auster (1.15), Tempest 
(147.35), Typhoon (35 minutes), Martinet (30 minutes), Expeditor (5.30), Cessna (36.15), 
Lockheed 12 (2.30), Oxford (5.40), Vampire III (113.25), Vampire X (2.25), Meteor VII and VIII 
(166.05), Meteor NF.XI (2.30), Sabre (7.30), Anson (1.30), Bristol Freighter (5.15), Stearman, 
Cornell and Cub (3.00). 
 
Training: Interviewed 17 February 1941 by F/O C.C. Conover - ά! ƎƻƻŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
ōƻȅǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ  bƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ his hobbies had been 
building model aircraft and using diving equipment. 
 
Attended No.3 ITS, 28 May to 3 July 1941.  Courses in Mathematics (77/100), Armament, 
practical and oral (55/100), Signals (96/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (32/40), Drill (77/100) and 
Law and Discipline (45/60).  Placed 62nd ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ноуΦ  άDƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  {ŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ  vǳƛŜǘ 
ǘŀƭƪŜǊΦ  bŜŀǘΦ  DƻƻŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  ±ŜǊȅ ƪŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŜǊǘΦ  ¸ƻǳǘƘŦǳƭΦ  5ŜǇŜƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘȅǇŜΦέ 
 
Attended No.21 EFTS, 3 July to 1 September 1941.  Fleet Finch aircraft - 28.45 dual, 29.40 solo. 
²ŀǎ рΦнр ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ  [ƻƎƎŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ  άDƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ vǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴέΦ ό!ΦaΦ 
Snowdon, Chief Flying Instructor).  Ground courses in Airmanship (166/200), Airframes 
(59/100), Aero Engines (74.5/100), Signals, practical (100/100), Theory of Flight (92/100), Air 
Navigation (133/200)and  Armament , oral (154/200). Rated 110/200 in Qualities as an Officer.  
άvǳƛǘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ  LƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ DΦLΦ{Φ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŦŀƛǊΦ  ²ƻǊƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦέ (Clyde J. Fitch, Chief Ground Instructor). 
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Attended No.9 SFTS, 1 September to 21 November 1941.  Harvard II aircraft - 34.30 day dual, 
42.30 day solo, 1.15 night dual, 11.15 night solo.  Was 20 hours on instruments; logged 20.15 in 
[ƛƴƪΦ ά{ƳƻƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀōle - ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦέ ό{κ[ WΦ²Φ DƭŜŘƘƛƭƭύΦ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƛǊƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 
Maintenance (152/200), Armament, written (76/100), Armament, practical (76/100),  
Navigation (124/150),  Meteorology (43/50), Signals, written (46/50) and Signals, practical 
(100/100)Φ  ά!ōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ  vǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘΦ  /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  
(S/L D.C. Cairns, Chied Ground Instructor).  Placed second in a class of 52.  Recommended for 
ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦ  ²κ/ 9ΦaΦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƛƭƻt all through his 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  wŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ǎƳŀǊǘΦέ 
 
Attended Central Flying School, 24 December 1941 to 12 March 1942.  Flew single-engine 
primary aircraft (6.00 day dual, 7.05 day solo), single-engine advanced aircraft (15.50 day dual, 
19.30 day solo, 2.00 night dual, 1.00 night solo) and twin-engine advanced aircraft (6.45 day 
ŘǳŀƭΣ мрΦлр Řŀȅ ǎƻƭƻΣ мΦмл ƴƛƎƘǘ ŘǳŀƭΣ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƭƻύΦ   ά! ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΦ tŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ 
little weak.  Tends to become confused if he is interrupted. Acrobatics and instruments good. 
±ƻƛŎŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΦ  {ƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  όCκh 5ΦWΦ 
MacLean).  Ground subjects were Airframes (61/100), Engines (64/100), Airmanship (75/100) 
and Air Navigation (66/100).  Tested 12 March 1942 in a Harvard II by F/L B.A. Casey who 
graded him as follows: Sequence (fair, needs practice), Voice (clear), Manner (interesting), 
!ōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ tƛƭƻǘ ό!ǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ά!ƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿƘƻ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΦέ  wŀǘŜŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ά/έΦ 
 
Retested 21 March 1943, by which time he had flown 765 hours as instructor.  Tested in a 
Harvard by F/L C.R. Mills (Visiting Flight).  Graded as follows: Sequence (brief), Voice (clear), 
Manner (pleasant), Ability to Impart Knowledge (good average), Ability as Pilot (good average - 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŀƪύ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ά! ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ !ΦtΦ мнфΣ 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ оΣ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜύΦ   wŀǘŜŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ά.έΦ 
 
Assessments: ά5ƻŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ  aŀƪŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΤ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ 
ǳǇ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ  LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦέ  ό{κ[ [Φ[Φ aŀƴƎŜŀǳΣ bƻΦмо 
SFTS, 16 August 1942). 
 
ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦέ ό{κ[ [Φ[Φ aŀƴƎŜŀǳΣ bƻΦмо {C¢{Σ о 
February 1943). 
 
άLǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
fellow men.  He has always used this characteristic to the best advantage of the squadron.  An 
extremely keen and enthusiastic pilot and officer.  He has shown himself to be aware of his 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƎƻǳǊΦέ  
(S/L A.H. Baird, No.274 Squadron, 8 January 1945, when he had flown 1,462 hours, 60 in 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά! ŦƛƴŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
daring and skilful pilot.  He possesses a quiet but strong personality and is liked and respected 
ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎΦέ όDκ/ tΦDΦ Wŀmeson). 
 
 * * * * *  
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FAIREY, F/L Walter McNutt (J14324) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.624 Squadron - Award 
effective 17 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 25 August 1944 and AFRO 2231/44 
dated 13 October 1944.  Born in Calgary, 6 August 1911; home in Lloydminster, Saskatchewan.  
Salesman in Winnipeg before the war. Had acquired a Private Pilots License before the war (ten 
hours dual, 49 hours solo).  Enlisted in Winnipeg, 27 September 1940 and posted to No.2 
Manning Depot. Attached Brandon Flying Club, 1 October to 23 December 1940 for instructor 
training.  To No.14 EFTS, Portage la Prairie, 16 January 1941. Promoted Sergeant, 8 February 
1941.  Granted Leave Without Pay, 17 February 1941 and employed as a flying instructor. As of 
19 June 1942 he was posted from No.14 EFTS to No.5 Manning Depot.  Posted to No.6 SFTS, 
5ǳƴƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ му Wǳƭȅ мфпнΦ  DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƻŦ мм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ 
25 September 1942. To RAF overseas, 19 October 1942; disembarked in Britain, 2 November 
1942. To No.15 (Pilots) AFU, 19 November 1942 (Oxfords, 66 hours 45 minutes plus 9.55 at 
No.1512 BAT Flight, 5-18 January 1943).  To No.23 OTU, 9 February 1943 (Wellingtons, 89 hours 
20 minutes).  Promoted Flying Officer, 11 March 1943. To No.1659 Heavy Conversion Unit, 7 
May 1943. (Halifax II and V, 50 hours 20 minutes) To No.1575 Flight, 4 June 1943 (he lists this as 
No.161 Squadron, Halifax V, special duties, 17.20)).  To North Africa, 19 June 1943. To No.624 
Squadron, 22 September 1943 (Halifax II, special duties, 570 hours ten minutes, plus 6.15 on 
Stirling and 25.20 on radar training in Hudsons) .  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 February 1944.  
Promoted Squadron Leader, 5 September 1944. To No.1 BPB (whatever that is), 4 September 
1944.  Embarked from North Africa, 14 October 1944; arrived in Britain, 23 October 1944.  
Repatriated 27 November 1944. To Northwest Air Command, 13 January 1945. To Fort Nelson, 
28 January 1945.  To Release Centre, 21 October 1945.  Released 26 October 1945.  Died in 
Calgary, 22 February 1991. 
 

Now in his second tour of operational duty, this officer has always shown the 
greatest possible determination and has seldom failed to complete an operation.  
Flight Lieutenant Fairey's high standard of courage and ability have been an 
example to all in his squadron. 

 
FAIREY, S/L Walter McNutt, DFC (J14324) - Croix de Guerre (France) - Overseas - Awarded as 
per AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 October 1945.   Public Records Office Air 2/8769 has recommended 
citation (but not unit). 
 

This officer has completed numerous missions over territory occupied by the 
enemy.  His courage and determination are outstanding and during more than 
50 sorties he has achieved a large proportion of success. 

 
Notes: On a form dated 21 November 1944 he stated he had flown 76 sorties and 587 hours 
ten minutes on operations (the last on 1 August 1944).  Total flying overseas had been 923.25 
which included 88.20 on assorted types (Fairchild Argus, Dakota, Ventura, Fortress, Mitchell, 
Baltimore).  Also claimed 1,200 hours in Canada as instructor.  This appears accurate. 
 
Assessed 16 November 1944 when he had flown 2,300 hours (400 in previous six months).  
CƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴΦ ά±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΦ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
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pilot. A first class officer who would dƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦέ  ό²κ/ /Φ{ΦDΦ {ǘŀƴōǳǊȅΣ bƻΦснп 
Squadron). 
 
Assessed 22 May 1945 on recommendation for appointment to Temporary Squadron Leader - 
ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ  Iŀǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  
(G/C V.H. Patriarche, Northwest Air Command Headquarters, Edmonton). 
 
Training: Interviewed 5 September 1940 by F/O F.W. Severin - άDǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
with honours.  Outstanding athlete. Good appearance. Excellent voice and manner. Highly 
recommended. Anxious to serve and has spent $ 450 to qualify, He would like instructional 
ǿƻǊƪ ōǳǘ ǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŎŜ ƛŦ ŜȄƛƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΣέ 
 
Tested as an instructor at No.14 EFTS and one and one-half months work (about 2 April 1941) 
by F/L J.C. Wickett - ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊƛŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
demonsttarions are a little weak.  It is recommended that he be not given a raise in categoy at 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 
Assessed as Instructor, 25 September 1941 at which time he had flown 510 hours instructing.  
Tested on a Tiger Moth by S/L A.J. Shelfoon (No.1 Visiting Flight,  Central Flying School) who 
described him under the following headings - Sequence (very good), Voice (clear), Manner 
(interesting), Ability to Impart Knowledge (high average), and Ability as Pilot (above average). 
ά! ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΣέ 
 
Course at No.6 SFTS was 20 July to 11 September 1942.  Harvard aircraft - 26.50 day dual, 26.25 
day solo, 5.00 night dual, 5.25 night solo.  Was 11.40 on instriments and 15 hours in Link.   
Ground courses in Airmanship and Maintenance (174/200), Armament, written (89/100), 
Armament, practical (93/100), Navigation and Meteorology (129/200), Signals,, written 
(75/100) and Signals, practical (48/50). Placed 11th ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ омΦ άDƻƻŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƛƭƻǘΦ !ōƻǾŜ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
FAIRHURST, FS James Henry (R54953) - Mention in Despatches - No.5 Squadron (Canada) - 
Award effective 14 November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2684/44 
dated 15 December 1944.  Born 24 April 1910. Home in Montreal; enlisted there 31 May 1940 
as Aero Engine Mechanic.  To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 5 July 1940. Promoted AC1, 
31 August 1940. To No.5 (BR) Squadron, 6 November 1940.  Promoted LAC, 1 July 1941. 
Promoted Corporal, 1 February 1943.  Remustered to Flight Engineer, 1 November 1943. 
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 January 1944.  To No.11 (BR) Squadron, 17 October 1944. 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ мс WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпр ό/рнсррύΦ  ¢ƻ άYέΣ но aŀȅ м945.  To Eastern Air Command, 1 
November 1945. To Release Centre, 30 December 1945.  Released 11 February 1946. 
 

This NCO was first flight engineer in an attack against an enemy submarine 
during which he exchanged fire, cleared two stoppages, and continued firing at 
the submarine, thereby preventing its crew from taking full advantage of their 
heavier armament.  His shooting on this occasion was very accurate.  This NCO 
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has at all times shown competence and devotion to duty on operational sorties. 
 
 * * * *  *  
 

FAIRLEY, P/O James Alan (J17088) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.61 Squadron - Award 
effective 3 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 15 June 1943 and AFRO 1338/43 dated 16 
July 1943.  Born 15 December 1915.  Graduate of Ridley College, St.Catharines, Ontario.  Home 
in Toronto; enlisted there 26 February 1941.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 18 April 1941. To No.31 
BGS, 15 May 1941 (non-flying duty).  To No.3 ITS, 20 June 1941; promoted LAC, 25 July 1941 and 
posted that date to No.17 EFTS; to No.8 SFTS, 13 September 1941.  Ceased training, 3 October 
1941 and posted away on 4 October 1941.  To No.4 AOS, 22 November 1941. To Trenton, 24 
February 1942; to No.7 BGS, 28 March 1942.  Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 27 April 1942.   
¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƻ w!C overseas, 15 May 1942.  Commissioned 23 February 1943.  
Repatriated 13 June 1945.  Released 13 September 1945.  Died at Uxbridge, Ontario, 31 May 
мффф ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of 
September/October 1999.  RCAF photo PL-28291 (ex UK-9192 dated 23 March 1944) is 
ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άCκh WΦ!Φ CŀƛǊƭŜȅΣ 5C/ ƻŦ нр 5ǳƴōŀǊ wƻŀŘΣ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ όŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘύ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
went to Buckingham Palace to receive fromthe King the Distinguished Flying Cross.  At the same 
investiture was the navigator of his crew, Flying Officer W.G. Apps, DFC, who trained in Canada.  
The picture shows F/O Apps, his wife on his right, his mother on his left and Flying Officer 
CŀƛǊƭŜȅΦέ /ƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ŧƭƻǿƴ оп ǎƻǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ нло ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ Ǝunner (Public 
Record Office Air 2/8955). 
 

This officer has taken part in numerous sorties against such distant and strongly 
fortified targets as Essen, Hamburg, Cologne, Turin and Spezia.  Throughout 
these attacks his cool courage under heavy anti-aircraft fire has been 
exemplary.  His keen watchfulness has inspired confidence in his pilot and crew 
and thus has contributed much to the successes achieved.  His courage and 
devotion to duty have invariably been highly commendable. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8955 has recommendation drafted 27 April 1943 when he had 
flown 34 sorties (29 successful) over 203 hours 30 hours.  Sortie list and submission as follows: 

18 November 1942 Turin (8.10) 
8 December 1942 Turin (8.15, bombed from 6,500 feet) 
9 December 1942 Turin (8.00, bombed from 6,500 feet) 
14 December 1942 GARDENING (2.25, group recall) 
20 December 1942 Duisburg (9.10, bombed from 10,500 fee) 
21 December 1942 Munich (3.14, unsuccessful, intercom and R/T failure) 
9 January 1943 Essen (2.30, unsuccessful, navigational equipment unserviceable). 
11 January 1943 Essen (3.10, unsuccessful. oxygen failure) 
16 January 1943 Berlin (8.30) 
17 January 1943 Berlin (9.05, photo 9 1.2 miles south of aiming point) 
30 January 1943 Hamburg (6.45; jettisoned case of incendiaries to gain height) 
2 February 1943 Cologne (5.00, saw bombs burst near marker) 
3 February 1943 Hamburg (2.10, unsuccessful, oxygen failure) 
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11 February 1943 Wilhelmshaven (5.00, bombed from 13,000 feet) 
13 February 1943 Lorient (5.25, bombed visually from 13,000 feet) 
14 February 1943 Milan (9.00, photo one miles from aiming point) 
16 February 1943 Lorient (6.10, photo one miles from aiming point) 
18 February 1943 Wilhelmshaven (4.40, bombed from 12,000 feet, photo) 
25 February 1943 Nuremberg (7.20, bombed from 14,500 feet, photo) 
26 February 1943 Cologne (4.50, photo fires) 
28 February 1943 St. Nazaire (6.45, photo, fires) 
1 March 1943 Berlin (6.50, bombed from 15,000 feet; photo 5,000 yards, aiming 

point) 
3 March 1943 Hamburg (5.45, photo fires) 
5 March 1943 Essen (8.45, damaged by flak, photo fires) 
8 March 1943 Nuremberg (7.35, photo aiming point) 
22 March 1943 St. Nazaire (6.40, photo fires) 
26 March 1943 Duisburg (5.05, hydraulics unserviceable) 
27 March 1943 Berlin (6.55, bombed from 17,000 fee, fires) 
29 March 1943 Berlin (7.10, photo fires, hit by flak) 
3 April 1943  Essen (4.55, photo firee) 
4 April 1943  Kiel (5.15) 
8 April 1943  Duisburg (5.40) 
9 April 1943  Duisburg (4.15, hit by flak) 
13 April 1943  {ǇŜȊƛŀ όфΦмрΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ά!έύ 

 
This officer has taken part in 29 successful sorties against such heavily defended 
and far distant targets as Berlin (on five occasions) and Nuremberg as well as 
targets in Essen, Hamburg, Cologne, Turin and Spezia.  Throughout these 
attacks his conduct under heavy anti-aircraft fire has always been exemplary. 

 
His keen watchfulness and the confidence he inspired have enabled his pilot to 
show the keenest offensive spirit, and have materially assisted in the success of 
the sorties.  He is strongly recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
Public Record Office Air 50/191 has a combat report for an action involving him as Mid-Upper 
Gunner and a F/L Ingham as Rear Gunner: 
 

Herewith Air Gunners report in respect of Lancaster C, ED630 Mark III which 
was attacked by an enemy aircraft from underneath on its homeward track 
from Duisburg on the night of 9/10 April 1943. 

 
Aircraft Lancaster C, ED630 whilst engaged on operations to Duisberg on the 
night of 9/10 April 1943, was attacked from underneath.  After leaving the 
target at a position 5нɘ87" North 0пɘ 50" East at a height of 16,000 feet at 2350 
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hours.  The Lancaster was steering a course of 28лɘ M and stepping down from 
20,000 feet, the rear gunner reported that at the moment the enemy aircraft 
opened fire the bomber was at the top prior to making a diving turn to 
starboard flying at an I.A.S. of 150 m.p.h.  The visibility was good being about 
4,000 feet.  There was no searchlight activity before diving or after the attack 
nor were there any star shells or flak or ground lights indicating the bomber 
track.  The rear gunner states that just previous to the diving turn to starboard a 
search had been carried out from a standing position and had revealed no 
presence of enemy aircraft below and he suggests therefore that the enemy 
aircraft was flying underneath the bomber.  Damage to the blade of the port 
inner airscrew and the underside of the port inner engine was sustained.  The 
enemy aircraft was not seen by any member of the crew during its break away 
nor were any further attacks made. 

 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻƳōŜǊǎέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ  IŀƭƛŦŀȄ a½устΣ bƻΦпнт 
Squadron (ZL-G), target Neuss, 27/28 November 1944. This was one of two No.427 Squadron 
Halifaxes lost on this operation (the other was LV945). Airborne at 1656 hours, 27 November 
1944 from Leeming. Soon afterwards the starboard inner engine failed and the Halifax began to 
lose height. Bombs were jettisoned and the crew returned to base, landing on the grass parallel 
to the main runway. Due to damp conditions, the Halifax finished up near the range butts, 
damaged beyond repair. No crew injuries; crew were P/O R.R.McKenney, RCAF; Sergeant 
H.E.Prior; F/O R.E.Bronson, RCAF; F/O D.J.Fraser, RCAF; P/O S.W.Danks; F/O C.Kelway. RCAF; F/O 
J.A.Fairley, DFC, RCAF. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FALCONER, F/L John Robert (J13488) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.7 Bombing and 
Gunnery School - Award effective 14 November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and 
AFRO 2684/44 dated 15 December 1944.  Born 9 November 1911. Enlisted in Montreal, 24 
August 1940.  To Eastern Air Command, 14 September 1940.  To No.1 ITS, 12 October 1940. 
Promoted LAC, 4 November 1940 and posted that date to No.4 EFTS; to No.8 SFTS, 25 December 
1940; promoted Sergeant, 7 April 1941, although he had already been posted to No.1 ANS as of 
4 April   1941.  To No.8 SFTS, apparently  to instruct, 8 June 1941. Commissioned 15 August 
1942. To No.7 BGS, 31 March 1944.  To Release Centre, 6 February 1945.   Released 9 February 
1945.  As of 1947 he was in Saint John, New Brunswick. 
 

This officer has completed over three years as a navigator instructor and has 
displayed outstanding qualities of energy and ability and great devotion to duty. 

 * * * * *  
  
FALLIS, F/O Allan Harry (J16828) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.524 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45 
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dated 29 March 1945. Born in Minnedosa, Manitoba, 4 February 1922; home in Portage la 
Prairie, Manitoba.  Previously served with Manitoba Mounted Rifles, attending summer camps in 
1937, 1938 and 1939.  Enlisted in Winnipeg, 15 April 1941 and posted to No.2A Manning Depot.  
To No.10 Repair Depot, 7 June 1941.  Posted to No.2 ITS, 3 July 1941.  Promoted LAC, 3 August 
1941) and posted that date to No.2 AOS; to No.2 BGS, 25 October 1941; promoted Sergeant and 
ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ  bƻΦм !b{Σ с 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ с WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ но 
January 1942.   Disembarked in Britain, 9 February 1942.  To No.2 (Observer) AFU, 4 May 1942 
(Ansons).  To No.23 OTU, 2 June 1942 (Wellingtons, 75 hours 15 minutes).   To No.218 
Conversion Flight, 19 August 1942.  To No.1657 Conversion Unit, 14 October 1942 (Stirlings, 50 
hours 25 minutes which much include earlier time at Conversion Flight).   To No.218 Squadron, 
16 October 1942 (Stirlings, 159 hours 40 minutes).  Commissioned 3 January 1943.  To No.29 
OTU, 20 March 1943 (Wellingtons, 82.10), .   Promoted Flying Officer, 3 July 1943.  Leave in 
Canada, 10 May 1944 to 3 July 1944.  To No.514 Squadron, 22 July 1944 (Lancasters, 135 hours 
15 minutes).  Repatriated 23 November 1944.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 3 January 1945. To 
No.2 Air Command Headquarters, Winnipeg, 8 January 1945.  To No.7 AOS, Portage la Prairie, 9 
January 1945.  To No.8 Repair Depot, 16 September 1945.  To No.2 Air Command, 20 November 
1945.  Remained in postwar RCAF (19885), reverting to Flying Officer, 1 October 1946.  To 
Station Winnipeg, 1 March 1947.  To No.416 Squadron, Rivers, 10 May 1947.  To Northwest Air 
Command Composite Flight, Edmonton, 17 August 1947.   To No.10 Construction and 
Maintenance Unit, Edmonton, 5 April 1948.  Transferred to Construction Engineer Branch, 3 
March 1949. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1949.   To Station Fort Nelson, 2 August 1949.  
To Rivers, 1 August 1951.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 June 1952.   Awarded Queen's 
Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953, while a Squadron Leader on staff of Canadian Joint Air 
Training Centre.  To No.1 Air Division, Europe, 20 November 1953.   To SHAPE Headquarters, 31 
December 1955.  To AFHQ, Ottawa, 25 June 1957.  Promoted to Wing Commander, 1 April 1959.  
To Toronto (Staff College), 4 September 1962.  To AFHQ, 27 June 1963.   Retired 1 February 
1967.  Died in Ottawa, 4 May 1989 as per Airforce Magazine of October-November-September 
1989. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course 
of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  
Public Records Office Air 2/8830 has recommendation dated 4 November 1944 when he had 
flown 47 sorties (247 hours 35 minutes), 28 July 1942 to 26 October 1944. 
 

28 July 1942 - Hamburg (8.15) 
31 July 1942 - Dusseldorf (5.50) 
6 October 1942 - Bordeaux (7.30) 
21 October 1942 - West Frisians (3.00) 
26 October 1942 - Bordeaux (7.20) 
7 November 1942 - Genoa (8.35) 
10 November 1942 - West Frisians (4.10) 
28 November 1942 - Turin (DNCO, (6.15) 
29 November 1942 - Turin (8.20) 
2 December 1942 - Frankfurt (6.10) 
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7 December 1942 - West Frisians (3.20) 
8 December 1942 - Kattegat (6.45) 
13 December 1942 - ASR, Dutch Coast (5.05) 
17 December 1942 - Fallersluben (5.50) 
20 December 1942 - Duisberg (3.50) 
8 January 1943 - Baltic (7.30) 
14 January 1943 - Lorient (DNCO, 3.50) 
15 January 1943 - Lorient (3.10) 
23 January 1943 - Lorient (5.20) 
3 September 1944 - Lindhoven (3.50) 
5 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.20) 
8 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.05) 
10 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.25) 
11 September 1944 - Kamen (4.20) 
12 September 1944 - Frankfurt (6.40) 
23 September 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.00) 
28 September 1944 - Calais (2.35) 
5 October 1944 - Saarbrucken (5.00) 
6 October 1944 - Dortmund (5.30) 
7 October 1944 - Emmerich (3.45) 
14 October 1944 - Duisberg (4.05) 
14 October 1944 - Duisberg (4.25) 
19 October 1944 - Stuttgurt (5.00) 
21 October 1944 - Flushing (4.25) 
22 October 1944 - Nuess (4.30) 
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.25) 
25 October 1944 - Essen (4.10) 
26 October 1944 - Leverkusen (4.15) 
 
Flying Officer Fallis has taken part in forty-seven operational sorties as navigator 
of heavy bomber aircraft.  These sorties include attacks on all the most heavily 
defended German targets. 

 
He is an excellent navigator and has set a most praiseworthy example by the cool 
and efficient manner in which he has carried out his work and by his genuine 
keenness to take part in operations. 

 
His second tour, which has included attacks against fifteen German targets and 
attacks on important targets in enemy occupied territory, has been completed 
by flying as spare navigator with no less than five different crews. 

 
Flying Officer Fallis is strongly recommended for the award of the Distinguished 
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Flying Cross in recognition of his high standard of skill, courage and devotion to 
duty. 

 
Note: His postwar work in Construction Engineering was marked by many excellent reports.  
The following remarks were written 24 June 1957 by Colonel Leroy Bartlett, USAF, Chief of Air 
Installations Section, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) for services 
rendered 16 January to 24 June 1957: 
 

During the above period, he performed the following duties under my 
immediate supervision: established airfield constryction criteria, prepared 
necessary staff studies to support such criteria, monitored airfield construction 
in the Central area, attended conferences with nations to obtain agreement on 
criteria and implementation of airfield construction and visited Commands and 
nations to assure that criteria were properly followed in airfield construction.  In 
addition, he assisted the Section Chief in administrative and security functions 
and in special staff studies on varied topics. 

 
His manner of performance of duty was superior. 

 
wŜƳŀǊƪǎΥ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ CŀƭƭƛǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ b!¢h ŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ Ƙƛǎ 
general engineering construction knowledge and his ability to accomplish his 
mission effectively have been of the utmost value to the Airfield Installations 
Section.  Based on daily personal observation and intimate knowledge of the 
work done by Squadron Leader Fallis, I consider him fully qualified for promotion 
to higher rank.  Superior attitude, interest and ability have been demonstrated 
both on work which is normal for an officer of his rank, and on work which 
would normally be accomplished by an officer of higher rank. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FALLON, F/O Frank Charles (J29669) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award 
effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13 
July 1945.  Born 8 November 1923.  Enlisted in London, Ontario, 4 August 1942 and granted 
Leave Without Pay.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 14 September 1942. To No.6 ITS, 9 January 1943. 
Promoted LAC, 19 March 1943; to No.1 BGS, 17 April 1943; to No.4 AOS, 10 July 1943.  
DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ нл !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ о {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ  ¢ŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ 
strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 8 October 1943.  Repatriated 19 May 1945.  Released 29 
June 1945.  No citation other than "completed... numerous operations against the enemy in the 
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to 
duty".   Public Records Office Air 2/9070 has recommendation dated 20 February 1945 when he 
had flown 45 sorties (194 hours 35 minutes), 27 May 1944 to 14 February 1945. 
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27 May 1944 - Le Clipon (4.00) 
4 June 1944 - Calais (3.40) 
5 June 1944 - Merville (5.50) 
6 June 1944 - Conde (5.45) 
12 June 1944 - Arras (4.35) 
15 June 1944 - Boulogne (4.10) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.40) 
1 July 1944 - Biennais (4.25) 
4 July 1944 - Biennais (4.15) 
5 July 1944 - Biennais (4.15) 
9 July 1944 - Mont Candon (3.45) 
7 August 1944 - Caen (2.30) 
13 August 1944 - La Pallice (5.30) 
14 August 1944 - TRACTABLE 22 (2.35) 
18 August 1944 - Bremen (4.50) 
25 August 1944 - Russelsheim (6.45) 
26 August 1944 - Kiel (5.10)) 
11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (3.20) 
12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (3.25) 
13 September 1944 - Nordstern (3.20) 
20 September 1944 - Calais (2.05) 
25 September 1944 - Calais (2.10) 
30 September 1944 - Bottrop (3.20) 
6 October 1944 - Sterkrade (3.05 
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (3.20) 
28 October 1944 - Cologne (4.05) 
29 October 1944 - Walcheren (2.05) 
31 October 1944 - Cologne (4.05) 
4 November 1944 - Bochum (3.45) 
6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (3.40) 
11 November 1944 - Dortmund (4.10) 
16 November 1944 - Julich (3.15) 
18 November 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.25) 
12 December 1944 - Essen (4.20) 
21 December 1944 - Cologne (4.05) 
30 December 1944 - Cologne (4.10) 
2 January 1945 - Nuremburg (6.15) 
5 January 1945 - Hannover (4.20) 
5 January 1945 - Rayan (5.00) 
22 January 1945 - Duisburg (3.50) 
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (5.50) 
7 February 1945 - Cleve (3.50) 
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8 February 1945 - Politz (7.45) 
13 February 1945 - Dresden (8.00) 
14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (7.00) 

 
Flying Officer Fallon has shown great keenness for operations.  He has 
participated in many sorties as Bomb Aimer, and his outstanding example has 
helped to maintain a high standard of efficiency amongst the Bomb Aimers on 
the squadron.  Flying Officer Fallon has, at all times, displayed the greatest 
keenness and determination and his example is most commendable.  Flying 
Officer Fallon has always been eager to engage the enemy and his results are 
most gratifying. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FALLON, P/O Henry Richards (J86801) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award 
effective 1 September 1944 as per London Gazette dated 19 September 1944 and AFRO 
2373/44 dated 3 November 1944.  American in the RCAF; born in Bryn Mawr, USA, 31 August 
1924; home there.  To No.6 SFTS, 17 December 1942. To No.3 PAE, 7 March 1943. To No.2 Air 
Gunner Ground Training School, 3 April 1943.  Promoted LAC, 15 May 1943 and posted that 
ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ bƻΦо .D{Φ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ нр WǳƴŜ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ф Wǳƭȅ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
Kingdom, 15 July 1943.  Commissioned 22 May 1944.  Repatriated 23 November 1944.  
Released 6 February 1945.  No citation other than "completed...many successful operations 
during which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 
D.5524 (RG.24 Vol.20667) has recommendation for a DFM dated 2 June 1944 when he had 
flown 29 sorties (188 hours 20 minutes), 15 September 1943 to 24 May 1944. Sergeant at that 
date. 
 

This NCO has been engaged on twenty-nine attacks on enemy targets, many of 
them the most heavily defended targets in Germany.  Throughout his tour as an 
operational gunner he has shown a splendid offensive spirit and by his 
cheerfulness has helped to encourage the rest of the crew, often under most 
trying conditions.  By his skill and unfailing watchfulness as a Mid-Upper Gunner 
he has on several occasions been able to warn his captain of the approach of 
enemy aircraft and to direct evasive action and save the crew from attack.  He 
has spent long periods in the mid-under lookout position and in spite of fatigue 
and discomfort from cold, has carried out his duties cheerfully. 

 
It is considered that this fine example of continual devotion to duty and 
aggressive spirit fully merits the award of the Distinguished Flying Medal. 

 
 * * * * *  
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FALLOON, Sergeant George Hugh (R62201, later C18262) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.75  
Squadron (somehow erroneously reported as No.158 Squadron)- Award effective 12 July 1943 
as per London Gazette dated 13 July 1943 and AFRO 1724/43 dated 27 August 1943.  Born in 
Strasbourg, Saskatchewan, 28 October 1916. Educated in Saskatchewan.  Machine and tractor 
operator.  Enlisted in Saskatoon, 24 June 1940 as Aero Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training 
School, St.Thomas, 14 August 1940. Promoted AC1, 21 December 1940. To No.4 SFTS, 27 
December 1940. Promoted LAC, 21 March 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 December 1941; to"Y" 
Depot, 2 January 1942; to RAF overseas, 7 January 1942.  To No.407 Squadron, 31 January 
1942.  To No.4 School of Technical Training, 11 August 1942. Remustered for Flight Engineer 
duty, 30 September 1942 (promoted Sergeant that date). To No.1651 Conversion Unit, 1 
October 1942.  To No.75 Squadron, 13 January 1943.  Detached to No.1657 Conversion Unit, 10 
May 1943.  Commissioned 5 August 1943 (C18862). To No.7 Squadron, 14 November 1943; 
attached that date to Night Training Unit.  Attached to Loughborough, 27 February 1944.  
Embarked for Canada, 27 June 1944, arriving 4 July 1944.  To No.1 Flight Engineer School, 25 
September 1944. Posted to Station Aylmer, 31 March 1945.  To Release Centre, 20 June 1945.  
Released 28 June 1945.  Photo PL-21859 shows him. Died in Smeaton, Saskatchewan, 28 July 
1992 as per Legion Magazine of May 1993. 
 

One night in June 1943, this airman was the flight engineer of an aircraft detailed 
to attack a target at Le Creusot.  During the operation the aircraft was hit by anti-
aircraft fire and fragments of shrapnel severed the petrol cock control, cables 
and an oil pipe line, which caused a considerable quantity of oil to flow in the 
fuselage.  Sergeant Falloon was unable to operate the petrol cocks or ascertain 
the source of the oil leak without entering the wing.  By means of an axe he 
made an aperture in the side of the fuselage and thus was able to crawl into the 
wing and fulfil his task.  By his initiative and determination this airman 
contributed materially to the safe return of the aircraft. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/4974 has recommendation drafted about 22 June 1943 when 
he had flown seven sorties (33 hours 55 minutes). The submission originated with No.75 (New 
Zealand) Squadron. 
 

Sergeant Falloon has to date taken part in seven successful operational sorties as 
flight engineer. 

 
On the night of 19th June 1943, during an attack on the armament factory at Le 
Creusot, his aircraft received a direct hit by a light flak shell which burst inside 
the port main plane.  The shrapnel severed he petrol cock control cables and an 
oil pipe line, which caused a large volume of oil to flow into the fuselage. 

 
Sergeant Falloon was unable to turn on the petrol cocks as required, and was 
unable to ascertain the source of the oil leak without entering the wing.  In spite 
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of the fact that the aircraft was still in the target area, he decided to cut a hole in 
the side of the fuselage in order that he could crawl into the wing. 

 
Having made a hole in the metal about two feet square with an axe, he crawled 
inside the wing and turned on the petrol cocks, and investigated the oil leak 
which proved to be a punctured gun turret pipe line.  He also examined the 
landing gear for damage including the whole of the tyre for shrapnel cuts. 

 
The safe return of the aircraft to base was undoubtedly due to Sergeant 
CŀƭƭƻƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
it is recommended that he be immediately awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Medal. 

 
The Group Captain in command of Station Newmarket wrote, on 23 June 1943: 
 

The safe return of this aircraft and crew was undoubtedly due to the 
resourcefulness and courageous conduct of Sergeant Falloon.  After being hit, 
the aircraft remained in the target area for 25 minutes endeavouring to pinpoint 
the aiming point from a height of only 4,000 feet.  This was only possible through 
the ability of Sergeant Falloon in reaching the essential petrol cocks in the port 
main plane.  The immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Medal is strongly 
recommended. 

 
Notes: 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ мл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпм ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
department.  He is definitely NCO material and strongly recommended for promotion to 
¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭΦέ 
 
Seriously injured, shock and lacerations, 24 December 1943.  Lancaster III, serial JB735, letter 
ά[έ ƻŦ bƻΦт {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƻǊǘƛŜΣ ƘŀŘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ нлл ŦŜŜǘ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ 
sluggish and pilot (P/O H.C. Williams, RNZAF, 29 sorties) opted to crash land.  Blame on pilot 
(faulty cockpit drill).  No fatalities but all injured.  He reported: 
 

I was thrown forward into the nose of the aircraft and knocked unconscious 
when the aircraft struck the ground and was awakened by the noise from the 
ammunition blowing up to find myself almost surrounded by flames.  I pulled 
myself up through a hole in the roof of the machine and walked approximately 
twenty yards where I fell down in the soft field and a few seconds afterwards 
was half-covered again by parts of aircraft and earth which was thrown about 
when a bomb blew up.  I was able to move a short distance farther where I lay 
down again and remember very little more until December 26th. 

 
Hospitalized four weeks before going to Rehabilitation Centre, Loughborough.  At the time he 
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had flown about 355 hours (138 hours 45 minutes on operations). 
 
Following repatriation, at Flight Engineer School, Aylmer, described as follows, 8 February 1945: 
ά! ǎǘŜŀŘȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘΦέ 
 
RCAF Press Release No. 2454 dated 20 July 1943 reads: 
 

A glare of blue-white light suddenly flooded through a jagged hole in the wing of 
a four-engined bomber.   It lighted for an instant the tense face of a young 
Canadian airman crouched, half-kneeling, half-lying amid a maze of pipe-lines 
and tangled, severed cable. 

 
Then the big bomber lurched and the huge wing was lIfted high at a steep angle. 

 
Sergeant George Falloon, of Smeaton, Saskatchewan, rose with it, then as 
suddenly, bracing his back against the hard rubber cover of a big petrol tank, he 
felt himself and the huge wing falling as the pilot flung the bomber hard to the 
other side. 

 
Severely times the giant wing soared and fell, and the deadly searchlight glare 
flicked on and off.  Then the pilot got clear and, weaving only gently, the aircraft 
still bomb-laden, sped for home. 

 
Behind it were left the flak batteries and searchlights surrounding the great 
armament works of Schneider at Le Creusot, defences which had worked so 
ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΩ ƭow level attack. 

 
But in the wing of the bomber, crouched behind one of the four roaring engines, 
the Canadian flight engineer still worked steadily by the light of his pocket torch. 

 
Completely cut off from his comrades, only the blue glare from below and the 
violent gyrations of the aircraft had told him of the struggle to weave out of the 
target area. 

 
Now he knew that the bomber was on its course for home, but he also knew that 
it was on his efforts out there in the wing that its chances of reaching home 
depended.  Flak had graced his forehead, but thinking nothing of it, he worked 
steadily on. 

 
And when finally oil-drenched and gasping from petrol and monoxide fumes, he 
crawled back into the fuselage he knew that everything was okay.  There would 
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be no bale-ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ ƴƻǊ ŀ άŘƛǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
his comrades or himself. 

 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
initiative and the determination that inspired it that he has been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Medal. 

 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ aŜŘŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ 
won by a Canadian flight engineer. 

 
The aircraft was over the target area, the bomb aimer vainly trying to locate the 
huge buildings of the munitions works through the haze, when the burst of flak 
hit it in the port wing. 

 
Oil began to seep into the fuselage and the cables that control the supply to 
several petrol tanks sagged and hung uselessly down.  An oil pipe-line had been 
cut and the cables to the tanks had been severed by the flak. 

 
While the bomb-ŀƛƳŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ 
raced with the facts and figures of the fuel supply, but above all, stood out 
several vital facts. 

 
Unless the cable-ends connecting with the tanks were reached, the bombers 
would not get home.  And by now, all hope of finding the target having 
necessarily been given up, the bombs would have to be carried back as they 
could not be jettisoned at random over France. 
 

 
At the low altitude at which they were flying, they would have little chance of 
getting back with an uncertain petrol supply and one engine in danger of failing 
through damage to the oil supply.  With the added weight of the bombs, it would 
be impossible. 

 
The fuel supply of a big bomber is a complicated system.  At regular intervals and 
often at other times, petrol must be transferred from one tank to another, and 
even from one wing to another as necessity arises. 

 
If the control-cocks cannot bee reached, the situation is serious, particularly if 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ  ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƭƻǎǎέ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
moved to adjust the loading. 

 
Back on the Saskatchewan farm, he worked with his father and his brothers.  
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George Falloon learned to take stock of a situation quickly and to act upon it 
immediately. 

 
As a flight engineer, he acts quickly too. 

 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣέ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊΣ ŀ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ 
ǿƘƻ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƪƛǇǇŜǊΣ άLΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎέΦ 

 
Then he grabbed a short-handled crash-axe and went to work. 

 
While the pilot weaved the bomb-laden aircraft out of the target area, Falloon, 
working quickly and carefully, removed several sections of a pipe from the side 
of the fuselage then cut through dozens of brackets supporting the carrier for 
the insulated electrical wires. 

 
It was a tedious beginning of the job he had to do, and it took him some time.  
ά[ǳŎƪƛƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ άL ƪƴŜǿ L ƘŀŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ 
ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦέ 

 
Then, while the wireless operator held the cables safely out of the way, he 
swung the crash-axe and cut through the metal alloy skin of the fuselage. 

 
Three sides were cut when he decided to save time by folding back the flap like a 
door, so lying on his back, shoulders braced against the floor of the kite, he 
shoved in the metal with his feet. 

 
It was not a large hole ς about 12 inches by 18, and the Canadian flight engineer 
is a tall broad-shouldered chap, well set-up by the strenuous life of the farm and 
winters spent in lumber camps.  But with a deal of squeezing, he managed to get 
through. 

 
When he came out an hour later, filthy with oil, he was gasping from the petrol 
and monoxide fumes, but several times later during the trip, he went back into 
the wing to make the necessary periodic changes of the tanks.  He later 
confessed that for two day afterwards he was unable to eat, but on the second 
night, he went out with his crew on ops. 

 
During the hour he spent inside the wing, Falloon crawled twelve or more feet 
until he found the source of the oil leak.  To his relief, it turned out to be from an 
auxiliary tank line and not from an engine.  Then, he carefully sorted out the 
cables to the petrol-cocks and, with the contents of each tank clear in his mind ς 
a tough job even for a flight engineer to memorize accurately all those tanks ς he 
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manipulated them to make the necessary changes. 
 

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ-ƎŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƴΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  άLǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƪΦέ 

 
So, rising and falling there amid the searchlight beams and flak, he shone his 
torch on the oleo leg and joints and the huge landing wheel tucked up in its 
recess beneath the wing, turning it slowly round and scanning the tire for 
damage.  Luckily it had not been hit. 

 
The gallant young Canadian flight engineer is of Irish descent, his grandfather 
coming from Armagh to settle in the Eastern Townships of Quebec.  His father 
moved to Saskatchewan, and Falloon was born on the family farm at Strasbourg 
in 1904. 

 
He was married two years ago, before leaving for overseas, and has a little girl 
whom he has never seen.  His wife is now living in Brandon, Manitoba. 

 
Coming overseas as a fitter, Falloon was attached for a long time to the famous 
R.C.A.F. Demon Squadron of Coastal Command.  He remustered as a flight 
engineer a year ago, and has now done eleven operations. 

 
He has had a busy time since his first trip with bombs aboard on the night of May 
23, when Dortmund, in the Ruhr, was the target.  With the exception of Le 
Creusot, Cologne and Hamburg, all his trips have been to the Ruhr, and during 
one busy spell he and his crew were out four nights out of six. 

 
IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ƛƴ ƘŀŎƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
bomber on the night of Le Creusot, though he admits it was a bit out of the 
ordinary. 

 
άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ōŀƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǘǊƛǇǎΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴǎΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ 

 
But his crewmates are more vocal. 

 
άLǘΩǎ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳŜƭƛƎƘǘΣέ said his captain, the New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ΦCΦaΦΣ άōǳǘ ƛǘ 
means everything to a crew to have confidence in the engineer.  We would not 
have gotten home unless George had gone into the wing, and it was his own 
dŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘŀƳƴŜŘ ŦƛƴŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦέ 
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 * * * * *  
 
FALLS, P/O Franklin Meredith (J15734) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.97 Squadron - Award 
effective 6 November 1942 as per London Gazette dated 20 November 1942 and AFRO 
1962/42 dated 4 December 1942.  Born in Montreal, 9 October 1920; home in Outremont.  
Student.  Enlisted in Montreal, 10 October 1940.  To Trenton, 23 October 1940.  To No.1 ITS, 22 
December 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 January 1941; posted that date to No.13 
EFTS; may have graduated 17 March 1941 but not posted to No.8 SFTS until 7 April 1941; 
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 3 July 1941; posted next day to Embarkation Depot.  To RAF 
overseas, 20 July 191.  Commissioned 5 July 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 5 January 1943.  
Repatriated 1 June 1945.  Retired 30 July 1945.  Died in Montreal, early November 2012. Photo 
PL-36380 is a portrait.  RCAF  photo PL-44477 (ex UK-21941 dated 4 June 1945) taken at 
Repatriation Depot in Britain during Federal election overseas; F/O Stan Jennison (Windsor) 
checks his constituency on a master chart; seated are returning officers F/O G.R. Treggett 
(Quebec City) and F/O D.L. Hutchinson (Pine Falls, Manitoba); in background are F/O D.H. 
McLennan (Charlottetown, left) and S/L Franklin Falls, DFC (Westmount). 
 

As captain of aircraft this officer has taken part in many attacks on the Ruhr and 
other targets in Germany, including a low level attack on Danzig.  Recently he 
participated in the daylight attacks on Le Creusot and Milan and one of the night 
attacks on Genoa.  On each occasion he pressed home the attack with great 
determination. 

 
FALLS, S/L Franklin Meredith, DFC (J15734) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.83 Squadron 
- Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and 
AFRO 1704/45 dated 9 November 1945. 
 

As captain of aircraft, this officer has led his crew with skill and determination, 
pressing home his attacks with the utmost vigour, however fierce the opposition.  
Since the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross, Squadron Leader Falls has also 
done excellent work as a deputy flight commander, setting a fine example of 
courage and ability in the performance of all his duties.  In January 1945 he took 
part in a particularly hazardous mission against an oil refinery at Politz, when the 
success of the whole mission was materially assisted by Squadron Leader Falls' 
accuracy as a target marker. 

 
NOTE: On 11 May 1945, on repatriated to Canada via Warrington, he filled out a form stating 
that he had flown 350 operations hours and 700 non-operational hours.  He had flown 56 
sorties (last one on 8 April 1945).  Non-operational flying had been at a Flying Instructor School 
and an HCU.  Flying times on types approximately as follows: Wellington (80 hours), 
Manchester (125), Lancaster (665), Halifax (60), Stirling (65), Oxford (55) 
 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



 * * * * *  
 
FANNING, Sergeant Gerald Glenwood (R88226) - Mention in Despatches - No.44 Squadron 
ό!Cwh ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴƭȅ άhǾŜǊǎŜŀǎέ - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date 
and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born 19 September 1914. Home in Hazel Hill, 
Guysborough County, Nova Scotia; enlisted in Halifax, 14 March 1941 and posted to No.1 
Manning Depot. To No.4 WS, 5 July 1941; promoted LAC, 1 August 1941; graduated 13 February 
мфпн ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ bƻΦо .D{Τ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ ол aŀǊŎƘ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 
Depot, 31 March 1943. To RAF overseas, 30 April 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 30 
September 1942. Promoted WO2, 30 March 1943.  Promoted WO1, 30 September 1943.  
Repatriated 26 September 1944. Retired 15 February 1945. Worked for 27 years for Canada 
Post; also a plumber, fisherman and farmer.  Died in Halifax, 1 May 2004 as per Rootsweb. No 
citation in AFRO. 
RCAF Press Release No. 5549 dated 29 June 1944, rewrite by F/O A.F. Tinsley, transcribed by 
Huguette Oates, reads: 
 

WITH RCAF BOMBER GROUP OVERSEAS:  --- Any ideas W/O Jerry Fanning, 
wireless air gunner from Canso, N.S., had at the start of his operational career 
that Lancaster bombers were sedate, dignified and not given to jitterbugging, 
were rather rudely dispelled on his very first operation. 

 
Droning with a full cargo, including Jerry, over Duisburg, a huge Lancaster was 
the centre of bursting flak on all sides.  But W/O Fanning felt reasonably safe.  
bƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΩǎ ƛǊǊŜǎƛǎǘƛōƭŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦ  .ǳǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ Ŧƭŀƪ ǎƘŜƭƭΦ  Lǘ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŎΩǎ ƴƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǾƛƴŎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝƛŀƴǘ Ŏraft lifted 
majestically upwards, stood on its tail, flopped over on its back, nose backward 
into a dive and then described a second reverse somersault.  All this time, it was 
falling toward the inferno below which was Duisburg.   

 
άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛƴƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
seats by terrific centrifugal force.  The RAF pilot only realized we were upside 
down when the artificial horizon completely disappeared in the instrument of 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀƳŜΣέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ WŜǊǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀrboard wing, under terrific 
pressure, started to crack and buckle, and rivets burst from it.  The Britain pilot 
ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƳΣ άLŦ L ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ LΩƭƭ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŘƻǳōƭŜ 
ǿƘƛǎƪƛŜǎέΦ  !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΣ ǘƻƻΣ CŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ 

 
When the aircraft had dropped from 19,000 to 5,500 feet and the skipper and 
ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘΣ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ 
ǿŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǊ ōƻƳōǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀΣέ WŜǊǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ  {ƻƻƴ ƻƴŜ 
outer engine cut, but the Lanc thundered along well on three.  All machine guns 
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were out of order, everything movable in the cockpit was overturned, and the 
ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎΦ  bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ Cκh YŜƛǘƘ άtƻǇέ 
Benner, DFC, 35-year-old Cobalt, Ontario resident, worked out the homeward 
course with only maps and a string and pencil compass to help him. 

 
Jerry has now completed his operational tour and is a signals instructor at a 
heavy conversion unit of the Group.  Benner is at the same station. 

 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FARB, F/O Herbert Reuben (J14222) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award 
effective 16 February 1944 as per London Gazette dated 29 February 1944 and AFRO 644/44 
dated 24 March 1944.  Born in Pontypool, Ontario, 21 March 1914; educated at Jarvis 
Collegiate, 1927-мфолΦ IƻƳŜ ƛƴ YŀǇǳǎƪŀǎƛƴƎΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ όƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŜύΦ  9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
in North Bay, Ontario, 30 September 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 14 
March 1942 (unclear as to why the delay). Promoted LAC, 8 May 1942. To No.1 AOS, 23 May 
мфпнΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ Σ мм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нр {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΤ 
to RAF overseas, 22 October 1942, disembarking 9 November 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 11 
March 1943.  To No.1 (Observer) AFU, 20 April 1943.  To No.22 OTU, 18 May 1943.  To No.1659 
Heavy Conversion Unit, 9 September 1943.   To No.1664 Conversion Unit, 21 September 1943. 
To No.428 Squadron, 24 October 1943.  To No.61 Base, 10 December 1943.  To No.405 
Squadron, 9 January 1944.  Attached to Night Training Unit, 9-19 January 1944.  Wounded 
30/31 January 1944 (small shrapnel wound in left arm, multiple shrapnel wounds in both 
buttocks). To Gransden Lodge, 6 February 1944.  To No.428 Squadron, 11 March 1944.  To 
No.22 OTU, 8 July 1944.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 11 September 1944.  Repatriated 23 July 
1945; released 14 September 1945.  Died in Toronto, 9 May 1986 as per Legion Magazine of 
September 1986. 
 

This officer was the navigator of an aircraft which attacked Berlin one night in 
January 1944.  On the return flight the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire, and a 
little later was attacked by a fighter.  In the action Flying Officer Farb was 
wounded in the arm and the back.  Although suffering from the loss of blood and 
in much pain, this gallant navigator continued his duties until the mission was 
ended.  He displayed great fortitude, determination and devotion to duty in 
trying circumstances. 

 
Public Record Office Air 50/248 has the Combat Report for his DFC action, 30/31 January 1944.  
Some names and numbers that follow are indistinct on document and should be checked.  Crew 
consisted of J24434 F/O D.E. Biden (pilot and captain), J14222 F/O H.R. Farb (navigator), J23590 
F/O F.S. Carr (bomb aimer), R112893 Warrant Officer L.L. Weaver (WOP), R194854 Sergeant S. 
Hiskesen (mid-upper gunner, trained at No.2 Air Gunner School, Trenton and No.22 OTU), 
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R194089 Sergeant G. Lansey (rear gunner, trained at No.1 Air Gunner School, Quebec City and 
No.22 OTU) and 1677287 Flight Sergeant E. Wilkieson (RAF flight engineer). 
 

Whilǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ олκомǎǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпп ƻƴ .ŜǊƭƛƴΣ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ά5έ 
JB410 of No.405 (RCAF) Squadron was attacked three times by Me.110 on the 
way back from the target at a position 52:45 N 06:45 E heading 270 degrees, 150 
knots I.A.S at height of 18,500 feet, visibility fair, clear. 

 
The enemy aircraft was first sighted at 400 yards, heading astern below, 
immediately after direct hit by flak, causing fire in aircraft, thus so evasive action 
was taken. Enemy aircraft closed in to a range of 150 yards before breaking to 
port quarter down.  The rear gunner fired 100 rounds.  The port outer engine 
was hit causing the rear turret to be unserviceable. 

 
The second attack came from the port quarter up.  Evasive action action taken 
was a corkscrew to port.  The mid-upper gunner fired at 150 yards approximately 
150 rounds. The enemy aircraft fired a three second burst causing the hydraulic 
system in mid-upper to be unserviceable. 

 
The third attack came from the starboard quarter up.  Evasive action taken was a 
corkscrew to starboard.  Enemy aircraft fired a three second burst.  Gunners 
unable to fire due to hydraulic system shot away. 

 
Both air gunners saw tracers enter the enemy aircraft.  Extensive damage done 
to own aircraft.  Navigator and Wireless Operator were slightly injured. 

 
Training: Interviewed in North Bay, 22 August 1941 - άvǳƛŜǘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊŜŘΣ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ ƻŦ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦέ  όCκh DΦ9Φ [Ω!ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜύΦ 
 
Course at No.1 ITS was 16 March to 8 May 1942.  Courses in General Studies (78/100), 
Mathematics (129/150), Armament, practical and oral (72/100), Signals (120/150), Navigation 
(162/200), Aircraft Recognition (100/100), Drill (81/100), Law and Discipline (94/100).  Placed 
ǘŜƴǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ мфΦ ά±ŜǊȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ type. Conscientious in his 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜ ŘŜǇƻǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 
 
Course at No.1 AOS was 25 May to 11 September 1942.  Anson aircraft, 29 hours 55 minutes as 
First Navigator by day, 34,25 as Second Navigator by day, 17.05 as First Navigator by night, 
18,25 as Second Navigator by night.  Marked in Navigation, air work (600/700), Photography, 
air work (77/100), Elements of Navigation (314/500), Magnetism and Compasses (84/100), 
Instruments (38/50), Signals, practical (100/100), Signals, written (44/50), Maps and Charts 
(31/50), Meteorology (77/100), Photography (39/50), Reconnaissance (75/100) and Aircraft 
wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ όффκмллύΦ  tƭŀŎŜŘ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нфΦ άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  bƻǘ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ 
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worker, he has made up for that in  accuracy and consistency, particularly in the air, where he 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƧƻōΦέ   
 
Course at No.22 OTU was 29 May to 9 September 1943. Flew 58.46 as First Navigator by day, 
олΦпл ŀǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ά! ƎƻƻŘ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻr, inclined to be a little careless at times, but 
ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ  D99 нфΦолΦ  ¦ǎŜǎ D99 ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅΦέ 
 
Notes: On repatriation form dated 4 July 1945 stated he has flown 40 sorties (245 hours) and 
216 non-operational hours.  Last sortie was 24 June 1944.  Types experience overseas were 
Anson (34.45), Wellington (127.10), Halifax II (255.05) and Lancaster (52.00). 
 
Application for Operational Wing submitted 11 July 1944 stated he had flown 40 sorties 
(244.40),  18 November 1943 to 24 June 1944.  Broken down as four sorties (24.45) with No.405 
Squadron (8 January to 14 February 1944) and 36 sorties (218.55) with No.428 Squadron (15 
February to 24 June 1944). 
 
Assessments: άIŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²ŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŜƳōer 
ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  Lǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦέ  ό²κ/ ²Φ!ΦDΦ aŎ[ŜƛǎƘΣ bƻΦпну {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ мф 
July 1944) 
 
ά! ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦέ  ό²κ/ WΦYΦaΦ /ƻƻƪŜΣ 
No.22 OTU, 30 June 1945, when he had flown 560 hours of which 18 were in previous six 
months). 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FARLEY, Sergeant Thomas Ernest Hiliary (R96410) - Air Force Medal - No.6 SFTS - Awarded 14 
November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2684/44 dated 15 December 
1944.  Born 14 January 1917. Home in Ottawa. Enlisted there 10 June 1941 and posted to No.1 
Manning Depot. To Trenton, 15 July 1941. To No.1 ITS, 20 August 1941; graduated and 
promoted LAC, 9 October 1941; posted that date to No.10 EFTS; to No.6 SFTS, 6 December 
1941.  Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 27 March 1942. To Trenton, 25 April 1942; 
commissioned 15 May 1942 (J10748).  To No.1 SFTS, 19 June 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 15 
November 1942. To No.20 EFTS, 31 January 1942. To Central Navigation School, 29 April 1942.  
To No.8 SFTS, 25 May 1942.  Dismissed the service, 29 October 1942 (see below for details; the 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ άwŜǘƛǊŜŘ мф hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпоϦύΦ  tŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-enlist  in Ottawa on 4 
November 1943 as Sergeant Pilot. To No.13 SFTS, 14 November 1943. To No.6 SFTS, 7 January 
мфппΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ п !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфппΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ но !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфппΦ  ¢ŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ 
strength of Np.3 PRC, 28 August 1944.  Commissioned 30 March 1945. Repatriated 8 July 1945.  
Retired 31 August 1945. Served at University of Ottawa and in federal government.   Died in 
Ottawa, 1 February 2008.  Medals and memorabilia with RCAF Memorial Museum, Trenton.  
When recommended for AFM it was reported he had  flown 1,314 hours to date, 1,017 as 
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instructor, 429 in past six months. 
 

This NCO is an excellent instructor of long experience.  He has shown skill and 
determination in his duties and has at all times shown the greatest willingness to 
co-operate for the good of his unit both during and off duty hours. 

 
NOTE: Air Force Routine Orders dated 12 November 1943 carried the following item under the 
ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ-aŀǊǘƛŀƭέΥ 
 

1. Flying Officer Thomas Ernest Farley (J10748), an officer of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force serving at No.8 SFTS, Moncton, New Brunswick, was tried by a general 
court-martial on the 7th day of September 1943, and was found guilty on the 
following charges: 

 
(a)  Flying a Harvard aircraft in such a negligent manner as to permit it to strike a 
tree, thereby causing danger of loss of life to his passenger. 

 
(b) Negligently damaging a Harvard aircraft by flying in such a negligent manner 
as to permit it to strike a tree, thereby causing damage to the value of $ 48.75. 

 
нΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Iƛǎ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
sentence, having been confirmed by the Governor General in Council, were 
promulgated to the accused. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARMER, WO Alfred Clayton (R134906) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 February 1944 as per London Gazette dated 15 February 1944 and AFRO 644/44 
dated 24 March 1944. Born in Sault Ste.Marie, Ontario, 13 July 1921. Home in Prue Falls, 
aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΦ tŀǇŜǊƳŀƪŜǊΦ 9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΣ о bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпм ŀǎ ά¢ǊŀŘŜǎƳŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
No.1 Manning Depot. To Trenton, 15 November 1941. Classified as Guard, 5 November 1941. 
To No.3 BGS, 6 December 1941.  Promoted AC1, 3 February 1942. Promoted LAC, 3 May 1942. 
¢ƻ άIέΣ мн aŀȅ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦо .D{Σ му Wǳƭȅ мфпнΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ ну !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜas, 21 October 1942.  Promoted Flight 
Sergeant, 28 February 1943.  Promoted WO2, 28 August 1943.  Commissioned 12 March 1944.  
Promoted Flying Officer, 12 September 1944.  Repatriated 11 November 1944.  Retired 23 
March 1945. Also reported to have flown with No.100 Squadron.  No citation other than 
"...completed...many successful operations against the enemy in which [he] displayed high skill, 
fortitude and devotion to duty."  Public Records Office Air 2/8782 has recommendation dated 9 
December 1943 when he had flown 26 sorties (184 hours), as follows: 
 

11 June 1943 - Dusseldorf 
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12 June 1943 - Bochum 
21 June 1943 - Krefeld 
22 June 1943 - Mulheim 
28 June 1943 - Cologne 
6 July 1943 - GARDENING 
24 July 1943 - Hamburg 
29 July 1943 - Hamburg 
2 August 1943 - Hamburg 
9 August 1943 - Mannheim 
17 August 1943 - Peenemunde 
22 August 1943 - Leverskusen 
22 September 1943  - Hanover  
3 September 1943 - Berlin 
5 September 1943  - Mannheim 
23 September 1943 - Mannheim 
27 September 1943 - Hanover 
29 September 1943 - Bochum 
1 October 1943 - Hagen 
22 October 1943 - Kassel 
3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf 
10 November 1943 - Modane 
18 November 1943 - Berlin 
16 December 1943 - Berlin 
20 December 1943 - Mannheim 
23 December 1943 - Berlin 
 
Flight Sergeant Farmer is a Canadian mid-upper gunner and has now participated 
in twenty-seven operations against targets in Germany and northern Italy, 
outstanding amongst which are Cologne, Milan, Nuremburg, Hanover and Berlin.  
Flight Sergeant Farmer has frequently faced heavy odds in the form of enemy 
fighters, but the same coolness and courage which he has instilled into the 
members of his squadron has been instrumental in extricating his aircraft from 
many perilous situations.  This cheerful confidence has moreover inspired a high 
standard of moral in his crew.  This NCO's fine example fully merits the award of 
the Distinguished Flying Medal. 

 
 * * * * *  
FARMER, W/C Alfred Wells (C14763) - Member, Order of the British Empire - AFHQ - Award 
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 
1946.  See /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ, 1968.  Born in Lake Mary, Florida, 3 October 1903.  Educated 
at University of Toronto (Medical School) graduating 1927, then taking five years post-graduate 
training. Subsequently on staff of Sick Childrens' Hospital.  Maintained private practice in plastic 
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surgery and taught at University of Toronto.  Enlisted 5 October 1942 with rank of Squadron 
Leader.  Served in No.1 Training Command, 8 November 1942 until 1 June 1943, after which he 
was appointed surgical consultant at AFHQ.  Promoted Wing Commander, 1 October 1943. Left 
the RCAF, 30 August 1945 but was appointed a member of advisory medical committee to the 
RCAF and consultant in surgery (1946), remaining on RCAF Reserve.  Awarded Queen's 
Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953 (Group Captain).  Surgeon-in-Chief, Hospital for Sick 
Children, 1956 to 1966;  Surgeon-in-Chief and Consultant to Sunnybrook Hospital, 1966 to 
1976.  Died 31 July 2002.  
 

This officer came to the Royal Canadian Air Force as an outstanding general 
surgeon and a recognized authority in plastic surgery.  Shortly after 
commissioning he was appointed Consultant in Surgery to the Royal Canadian Air 
Force.  He has been responsible for an organization of surgical arrangements 
which has not only ensured the best possible treatment in the shortest possible 
time, but also has reduced the numbers and degree of disabled and pensionable 
cases.  He has been a leading factor in the development of the Medical 
Reconditioning Programme for the physical rehabilitation of all surgical cases.  In 
1943 he visited the United Kingdom and co-ordinated arrangements with 
Canada.  He has been willing to personally treat cases requiring the services of 
his great skill.  His energy and devotion to duty have been exemplary. 

 
Note: Appointed Member, Order of Canada, 23 December 1985 (invested 9 April 1986) with the 
following citation: 
 

Struck by the sight of horribly maimed victims of fires and explosions during 
W.W. II, he developed methods of burn treatment and related reconstructive 
surgery which are in universal use today. During his career as a renowned 
surgeon, administrator and teacher, largely at the Hospital for Sick Children and 
the University of Toronto, he has made varied contributions to the field of plastic 
surgery and is considered to be the father of reconstructive hand surgery in 
Canada. 

 
The following is from a website,  
http://journals.lww.com/plasreconsurg/Fulltext/2003/09010/Alfred_Wells_Farmer,_C_M_,_M
_B_E_,_M_B_,.34.aspx: 
 

Dr. Alfred Welƭǎ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
eras. First, from 1942 to 1945, he was Chief Surgical Consultant to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. Next, he was Surgeon-in-Chief to The Hospital for Sick 
Children, from 1956 to 1966. Last, he was Surgeon-in-Chief and Consultant to 
Sunnybrook Hospital, from 1966 to 1976. When he died on July 31, 2002, he was 
фу ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ 5ǊΦ CŀǊƳŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCŀǊƳέ ƻǊΣ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
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ά!ƭŦƛŜέ ƻǊ ά!ƭέ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΦ 
Farm was born in Florida, one of seven children, of British parents. His father 
graduated from Cambridge University as a lawyer but never practiced law. 
According to Dr. Farmer and his wife, he was an unusual man. Rarely home, he 
spent a great deal of time researching citrus farms in Africa, South America, 
Cuba, and Florida; during later trips, he taught fruit farming. He was a stern man 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƭǳǎǘΦ 5ǊΦ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-to-do family. She was 
a schoolteacher in Britain, spoke both French and German, and was an artist. 
Apparently, one or two family letters have been found that show concern about 
the marriage. Nevertheless, there were seven children, born quite close 
together, including Dr. Farmer, in Florida, where his father had acquired a fruit 
farm of mostly orange trees. Dr. Farmer had wonderful memories of life in 
Florida, including watching alligators in the farm pond catch chickens by the 
ƳƻǳǘƘŦǳƭΦ IŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘΦ άIŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ 
grove in Florida ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-to-
do from Boston took the train to Florida to spend their holidays in their orange 
ƎǊƻǾŜǎΦέ 

 
His father, ever conscious of social status and education, decided to move the 
family to a farm on the outskirts of Boston. They made the very difficult trip by 
horse and wagon with six children. At that time, Dr. Farmer was the youngest 
and a twin. His twin brother died shortly after birth. This move was not 
successful, as his father did not want his children to have a Boston accent. The 
family moved to England next, by which time all the children were in school. 
After a few years, his father decided he wanted a peach farm, saw a place on the 
map known as the Niagara Peninsula, and moved his family to a peach farm on 
the outskirts of St. Catharines, Ontario. 

 
Dr. Farmer had three brothers. Arthur went into the British military and was 
badly wounded at Gallipoli. Richard joined the U.S. Marines, became fatally ill 
with a parasite, and later died in the United States. Robert developed 
tuberculosis at about 15 years of age and died. Farm had three sisters, all of 
whom were very good to him. Aileen was a secretary for a major law firm; Molly 
looked after her mother, the house, and family and became a champion golfer; 
and Freda worked for the Bank of Commerce. 

 
Farm was very successful in high school. He was a medalist and passed all 
possible subjects in grade 13, eighteen in all, excelling in math and sciences. A 
choirboy, he maintained his fine tenor voice throughout his lifetime. One of his 
daughters said that he liked to sing with the family when driving to the farm on 
the weekends. He frequently sang hymns, and later recalled singing the songs of 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊōƻȅΦ IŜ ǊƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ уΩǎ ŀƴŘ пΩǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ on the Henley 
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ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ tƻǊǘ 5ŀƭƘƻǳǎƛŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 
team, a position he continued to play on into medical school at the intramural 
ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊǎƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ CƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ¢Φ hƴŜ Ŏƻǳƭd 
say that he quarterbacked all the way through his academic professional life. 

 
Dr. Farmer had successful summer jobs in medium to heavy industry. One 
summer he served as a tallyman during the excavation of the Welland Canal, 
recording the number of wagonloads removed daily. When he was too young for 
university, he took a job as an office boy with Alcan. He is said to have 
reorganized the whole office during those 2 years. Once he recalled an incident 
that happened when he was sent to pick strawberries at the Laura Secord Family 
farm. After he ate so many strawberries that he became sick, he moved over to 
the asparagus patch, emptied his stomach, and returned to the berry patch to 
pick and eat more. He had a strong desire to enter the business world, but his 
mother very much wanted a doctor in the family; to her wishes he succumbed, 
keeping his business interests as one of his successful hobbies throughout his 
life. 

 
In talking about business, he told of a somewhat related experience. He had 
cared for a NewfƻǳƴŘƭŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ōǳǊƴŜŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 
discharging the boy from a long hospital stay, Dr. Farmer made out the bill for 
$2000 and had his secretary mail it to the family. In due course, a representative 
from the medical insurance compŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ 5ǊΦ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ 
so reasonable. He then handed over an envelope, shook hands, and left. When 
5ǊΦ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ Ŏheck for $20,000! Of 
course, it was returned post haste. 

 
Farm was elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha fraternity before graduating with a 
ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ƛƴ мфнт ŀƴŘ 
completing his doctorate in medicine in 1928. There followed 5 years of 
graduate training starting at Toronto General Hospital and The Hospital for Sick 
Children. The last year of training was arranged by Dr. W. E. Gallie, then Surgeon-
in-Chief of Toronto General Hospital and later the Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine of the University of Toronto. Dr. Gallie saw the need for surgeons 
trained in reconstructive surgery and made arrangements for two young general 
surgeons, Dr. Farmer and Dr. Stuart Gordon, to train in England under Dr. Harold 
Gillies (later {ƛǊ IŀǊƻƭŘ DƛƭƭƛŜǎύΦ 5ǊΦ CŀǊƳŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊΦ DƛƭƭƛŜǎΩǎ 
teachings and left to study at several centers on the continent. In 1932, he was 
appointed to the active staff at The Hospital for Sick Children and the teaching 
staff of the University of Toronto. In 1939, the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada certified him in three specialties, plastic surgery, orthopedic 
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surgery, and general surgery. 
 

From 1942 to 1945, Dr. Farmer served in the Royal Canadian Air Force as Chief 
Surgical Consultant responsible for the organization and direction of surgical 
services. He was awarded the rank of Group Captain. He was also responsible for 
the creation of specialty services within the Army, Navy, Air Force (Royal 
Canadian Air Force), and Department of Veterans Affairs. This led to the concept 
of the joint service use of specialists within the Canadian military. In 1943, in 
preparation for the event of large-scale casualties, with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Royal Canadian Air Force he formed a Plastic Surgery 
Unit at Christie Street Hospital in Toronto. For his work he became, in 1945, a 
Member of the British Empire, received the Coronation Medal, and was 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ н ȅŜŀǊǎ όvI{ύΦ 

 
Dr. Farmer was postwar Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee to the 
Royal Canadian Air Force until the three services were combined. After that, he 
was their orthopedic and plastic surgery consultant. He organized the panel on 
burns and wounds for the Defense Research Board of Canada. For part of this 
time, he was a member of the advisory board on burns for the Shriners of 
America, which was responsible for the centralization and focusing of burn 
treatment in major burn centers in North America. 

 
In 1956, he was appointed Surgeon-in-Chief at The Hospital for Sick Children and 
remained in that position until 1966. His first contribution in that position was to 
reorganize the Department of Surgery into seven divisions: general surgery, 
orthopedic surgery, neurology, urology, cardiac surgery, plastic surgery, and 
research. Next he formed an outpatient surgery facility, the first in Canada, 
ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǎǘŀȅǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
before, he served as Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee of the Ontario 
Society for Crippled Children, which later became the Easter Seal Society. 

 
Dr. Farmer was a visionary. He could see what needed to be done and how to go 
about doing it. He was a rapid decision maker. If a treatment or procedure was 
not working quite right, he was quick to recognize the defect and correct it. He 
had an inquiring mind, which led to surgical innovation. He was a stimulator and 
a facilitator, always with kindness, which was sometimes submerged by his 
outgoing manner and tough exterior. 

 
In 1966, Dr. Farmer was invited by the University of Toronto to set up the 
Department of Surgery and its divisions in its new acquisition, Sunnybrook 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴƴȅōǊƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊύΦ 
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In 1978, the Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons established the A. W. Farmer 
Lectureship. Since then, 24 lectures have been given, each by a leading-edge 
plastic and reconstructive surgeon. 

 
Dr. Farmer was a dexterous and imaginative clinical plastic and reconstructive 
surgeon and made a number of original contributions. In the case of patients 
with avulsion injuries, he pioneered transferring bone from one leg to the other 
in such a way that the bone being transferred never lost its blood supply, and he 
adŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŜŦƻǊƳƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ǎ 
Chief Surgeon, he had the ability to supply the ideal conditions for superlative 
work, to stimulate those working under him, and then to hope they would 
produce. His teaching ability developed many capable plastic surgeons who 
became teachers of the generation that followed. 

 
Dr. Farmer was a founder of both American and Canadian plastic surgery. He was 
a founding member of the American Board of Plastic Surgery, Inc., the certifying 
body for American plastic surgeons, and of the American Society for Surgery of 
the Hand. He was a very early member of the American Association of Plastic 
Surgery, the oldest organized body of plastic surgeons in the world. He was also 
a founding member of the Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons. Many consider 
him to be the father of Canadian hand surgery, now a sophisticated subspecialty. 
His experiments with cellophane as an interposition substance led to 
improvements in tendon surgery, and his concepts of pedicle flaps and free skin 
grafts greatly improved the reconstruction of the burned and severely 
traumatized hand. His research findings and clinical improvements have been 
reported in 64 peer-reviewed publications and resulted in his award of the Order 
of Canada (C.M.). 

 
Dr. Farmer was predeceased by his wife. Together they developed their 
beautifully landscaped farm and Ontario Heritage home at Blue Mountain in the 
Collingwood region of Ontario. They were very proud of their two daughters, 
four grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. Dr. Farmer retired around 
1981, a kind and thoughtful father and doctor, and a great surgeon, teacher, and 
administrator. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARMER, P/O Henry Horatio (J17773) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 8 
June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944.  Born 
in Stratford, Ontario, 4 May 1915; home there.  Upholsterer and feltman. Enlisted in North Bay, 
28 October 1940 for General Duties. To No.5 BGS, 23 December 1940. Promoted Corporal, 8 
January 1941.  Remustered to aircrew, 4 June 1941 when he reverted to AC2; posted to No.1 
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WS, 19 July 1941. Promoted LAC, 22 August 1941. To No.1 BGS, 31 January 1942.   Graduated 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ н aŀǊŎƘ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ Depot, 3 March 1942. To RAF overseas, 19 
March 1942. Commissioned 15 May 1943. Repatriated 8 June 1945.  Retired 5 September 1945.  
No citation in AFRO. 
 
FARMER, F/O Henry Horatio (J17773) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award 
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO 
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945.  No citation other than "completed...numerous operations 
against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, 
courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.2610 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has 
recommendation dated 18 April 1945 when he had flown two tours.  The first was 34 sorties 
(218 hours 40 minutes), 26 October 1942 to 24 July 1943 (including six anti-submarine patrols 
from 26 October 1942 to 11 November 1942 plus an Air/Sea Rescue trip on 13 November 1942; 
gap in operations from then to 16 February 1943); second tour was 18 sorties (121 hours 45 
minutes), 6 December 1944 to 10 April 1945. 
 

This officer, who has already completed one operational tour, has participated in 
eighteen sorties on his second.  He has at all times displayed an exceptionally 
high standard of courage, leadership, skill and determination in performing his 
duties as wireless operator air gunner.  His cheerfulness and devotion to duty 
have been most praiseworthy. 

 
It is considered that Flying Officer Farmer's ability and fine example, combined 
with an aggressive fighting spirit, fully merit the non-immediate award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

The sortie list was as follows: 
 
First Tour: 
 
26 October 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (8.15) 
29 October 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (11.00) 
2 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (9.00) 
5 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (7.15) 
8 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol  (10.55) 
11 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (8.40) 
13 November 1942 - Air/Sea Rescue (3,30) 
16 February 1943 - Lorient (6.15) 
21 February 1943 - Bremen (5.45) 
25 February 1943 - Nuremberg (8.35) 
26 February 1943 - Cologne (4.50) 
28 February 1943 - St. Nazaire (6.00) 
8 March 1943 - Nuremberg (7.30) 
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9 March 1943 - Munich (7.25) 
11 March 1943 - Stuttgart (6.35) 
12 March 1943 - Essen (4.50) 
29 March 1943 - Berlin (4.30 - duty not carried out) 
3 April 1943 - Essen (5.35) 
4 April 1943 - Kiel (5.10) 
26 April 1943 - Duisburg (5.00) 
27 April 1943 - Gardening (3.35) 
30 April 1943 - Essen (4.50) 
4 May 1943 - Dortmund (4.50) 
23 May 1943 - Dortmund (5.05) 
25 May 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.30) 
27 May 1943 - Essen (5.20) 
29 May 1943 - Wuppertal (5.10) 
11 June 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.45) 
12 June 1943 - Bochum (5.40) 
3 July 1943 - Cologne (5.30) 
8 July 1943 - Cologne (5.45) 
12 July 1943 - Turin (10.00) 
15 July 1943 - Bologne (9.30) 
24 July 1943 - Leghorn (7.35) 
 
Second Tour 
 
6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (6.15) 
18 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.15) 
28 December 1944 - Opladen (5.40) 
30 December 1944 - Cologne (5.55) 
2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (6.50) 
6 January 1945 - Hanau (7.10) 
1 February 1945 - Mainz (7.20) 
4 February 1945 - Osterfeld (6.00) 
19 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.00) 
8 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.00) 
9 March 1945 - Gardening, Oslo (7.40) 
11 March 1945 - Essen (6.20) 
13 March 1945 - Wuppertal (5.45) 
14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.05) 
15 March 1945 - Castrop Rauxel (6.05) 
31 March 1945 - Hamburg (5.55) 
4 April 1945 - Merseburg (9.20) 
10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.10) 
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Application for Operational Wing dated 23 April 1945 states that on second tour he had flown 
19 sorties (127 hours), 6 December 1944 to 22 April 1945. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FARQUHARSON, Section Officer (N/S) Elizabeth Rebecca (C5410) - Associate, Royal Red Cross - 
No.3 Manning Depot - Award effective 28 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1943 
and AFRO 1459/43 dated 30 July 1943.  Enlisted in Edmonton, 28 May 1941 as Nursing Sister. 
On staff of No.3 Manning Depot from 9 September 1941 onwards; granted rank of Section 
Officer, 1 September 1942; promoted Flight Officer, 28 November 1942; to Technical Training 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΣ т aŀȅ мфпоΦ  !ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ aŀǘǊƻƴΣ м Wǳƭȅ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ wƻŎƪŎƭƛŦŦŜΣ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфппΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 
Depot, 16 February 1945 but does not appear to have gone overseas and may have been 
posted there to meet returning draughts. Retired 4 October 1945. 
 

This Nursing Sister has rendered most efficient and valuable service and has 
shown extreme devotion to duty in the capacity of senior nurse.  She has 
unselfishly devoted many extra hours to instructing and preparing hospital 
assistants, for examinations and tests, thus increasing their usefulness to the 
service.  She has been most useful in the selection of prospective nurses and has 
been responsible for training a number of these new nurses sufficiently to 
permit them to be employed readily and effectively in hospital work.  
Frequently, during periods of shortage of hospital help, she has voluntarily 
performed many duties not usually required of a nursing sister. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARQUHARSON, F/O Gordon Henry Taylor (J15976) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.416 
Squadron - Award effective 21 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 29 August 1944 and 
AFRO 2373/44 dated 3 November 1944.  Born in Toronto, 10 May 1921.  Home in Corbeyville, 
Ontario.  In Cadet Movement for five years.  Enlisted in Toronto, 28 October 1940.  To No.7 
Equipment Depot, 28 November 1940.  To No.2 ITS, 15 January 1941; graduated and promoted 
LAC, 20 February 1941 and posted next day to No.2 EFTS; may have graduated 22 April 1941 
but not posted to No.32 SFTS until 3 May 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 15 July 
1941.  To Embarkation Depot, 16 July 1941; to RAF overseas, 14 August 1941.  Promoted Flight 
Sergeant on 1 February 1942. Further trained at No.54 OTU.  Posted to Malta, 3 May 1942, 
arriving via aircraft carrier fly-off on 9 May 1942; assigned to No.126 Squadron.  Promoted 
Warrant Officer on 1 August 1942; subsequently commissioned with effect from 1 July 1942.  
Returning to Britain, he was injured in a Liberator crash at Gibraltar, 31 October 1942.  Assigned 
to No.61 OTU, 2 December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 January 1943; promoted Flight 
Lieutenant, 10 April 1944. To No.416 Squadron, 10 September 1943.  Repatriated to Canada, 29 
September 1944, arriving 7 October 1944.  To No.1 Composite Training School, 15 November 
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1944; staff posting to No.6 Repair Depot, 5 January to 17 May 1945; to AFHQ, 18 May 1945.  
Released on 14 September 1945.  Practiced law for 55 years after the war (QC, LSM).  Also with 
RCAF Auxiliary, 11 August 1947.  Died in Peterborough, Ontario, 13 June 2004.  The following 
list of victories is gleaned from Chris Shores, Malta: The Spitfire Year and from Directorate of 
History and Heritage fighter claims cards: 15 June 1942, one BR.20 damaged (actually a Ju.88); 
6 July 1942, one Z.1007 damaged; 11 July 1942, one Re.2001 destroyed (claimed as an 
MC.202); 13 July 1942, one Ju.88 damaged; 28 July 1942, one Ju.88 destroyed (shared with four 
others); 27 August 1942, one Bf.109 damaged (flying Spitfire BP992); 13 October 1942, one 
Bf.109 probably destroyed plus one Ju.88 probably destroyed (separate sorties); 14 October 
1942, one Bf.109 destroyed; 28 June 1944, one Bf.109 destroyed. 
 

Flying Officer Farquharson is a keen and enthusiastic fighter pilot. He has led his 
flight on numerous occasions and has proved himself a good and capable leader.  
He has destroyed at least four enemy aircraft. 

 
 * * * * *  
  
FARQUHARSON, WO John Ernest (R144254 and J90794) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.622 
Squadron - Award effective 27 October 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 
2637/44 dated 8 December 1944. Born 7 April 1917 in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.  
Photographer; home in Toronto; enlisted there 21 November 1941.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 
29 January 1943. To No.1 Training Command, 28 February 1942.  To No.1 ITS, 23 May 1942; 
graduated and promoted LAC, 17 July 1942 but not posted to No.4 AOS until 15 August 1942; 
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 4 December 1942.  To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 27 December 
1942; taken on strength overseas on 4 January 1943. Promoted to Flight Sergeant on 4 June 
1943; commissioned 24 October 1944. Repatriated to Canada 29 November 1944.  To No.1 
Composite Training School, 14 March 1945.  To No.1 Equipment Depot, 22 April 1945.  
Promoted Flying  Officer, 24 April 1945.  To No.6 OTU, 18 December 1945.  Re-engaged for 
Interim Force and posted to Greenwood, 27 February 1946.  To Eastern Air Command 
Communication Flight, 10 March 1946. To No.1 Composite Training School, 10 April 1946. To 
Release Centre,  11 August 1946.  Retired 21 September 1946.  Died 11 October 1968 as per 
DVA letter dated 21 October 1968.  Cited with FS A.C. Cole, RAF (awarded CGM). 
 

In August 1944, Warrant Officer Farquharson and Flight Sergeant Cole were 
navigator and wireless operator respectively of an aircraft detailed to attack 
Stettin.  On the return flight the aircraft was intercepted and severely damaged 
by an enemy fighter.  Although seriously wounded and in great pain, Warrant 
Officer Farquharson continued his navigational duties but was finally persuaded 
to be removed to a rest bed where he was given an injection of morphia.  
Meantime, Flight Sergeant Cole, although injured in the thigh by a piece of 
shrapnel, concealed the seriousness of his wound and took over the task of 
navigating the aircraft back to base.  The English coast was eventually crossed 
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and a landing was made at the first available airfield.  Weak from loss of blood, 
Flight Sergeant Cole was on the verge of collapse and was removed to a hospital.  
These airmen have completed many sorties and their gallantry and devotion to 
duty have been of a very high order. 

 
Public Record Office Air 2/9160 has recommendation drafted by W/C P.Ck. Swales, 3 
September 1944 when he had flown 27 sorties (125 hours 50 minutes): 
 

Warrant Officer Farquharson has now completed 27 operational sorties as 
Navigator, many against long range targets in Germany and his navigation has 
always been of a very high standard. 

 
On one occasion when returning from Germany the two outer engines failed and 
the reduced speed of the aircraft left it far behind the main bomber stream.  By 
skilful navigation Warrant Officer Farquharson cut short the route and avoiding 
all defended areas he was primarily responsible for the safe landing of the 
aircraft in this country. 

 
On the 29th August 1944, his aircraft was attacked by an enemy night fighter and 
badly damaged. Warrant Officer Farquharson was hit by over 60 pieces of 
shrapnel and collapsed over the navigation table.  Although seriously wounded 
and in great pain he was quite conscious and loathe to leave his navigational 
duties.  He was finally persuaded to leave the navigation to the Wireless 
Operator and was removed to the rest bed where his wounds were treated and 
he was given an injection of morphia. 

 
Throughout his operational tour he has always shown determination and 
gallantry in action of outstanding merit for which I recommend the award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARQUHARSON, W/C Ray Fletcher (C35055) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.1 Air 
Command Headquarters - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date 
and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946.  Born in Claude, Ontario, 4 August 1897; attended 
University of Toronto where he subsequently taught.  Conscripted into the Canadian Army on 
15 May 1918, serving in the Canadian Field Artillery (67th Battery) as a gunner. He did not serve 
overseas, and was recalled from the military to complete his medical schooling, graduating in 
1922. Home in Toronto; enlisted in RCAF there 25 August 1943 in Medical Branch and granted 
rank of Wing Commander.  With No.1 Training  Command from then until posted to Britain, 4 
July 1944; returned to No.1 Air Command as of 15 January 1945; released 22 November 1945.  
During the war, he chaired the Penicillin Committee of Canada, which regulated the distribution 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



of penicillin to the armed forces, and was a consultant to the RCAF's Director of Medical 
Services. He was also consulted on medical matters by both the other branches of the Canadian 
armed forces and by various Allied medical groups. He supervised medical experiments 
involving penicillin therapy conducted in Ontario hospitals in 1943ς44, and was temporarily 
appointed Director of Medicine at Christie St. Veteran's Hospital in Toronto. After V-E Day, he 
travelled to Belgium to supervise the administration of penicillin therapy, and later became 
involved in the care and treatment of war veterans.  After the war served with Banting Institute 
and Defence Research Board; awarded Queen's Coronation Medal in October 1953.  Director of 
medicine for Toronto veterans' hospitals from 1945 to 1947, and at the same time served as 
president of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.   He became a member of 
the National Research Council of Canada in 1951,[ and in 1957 was named the director of the 
Division of Medical Research.  In 1958, he chaired a Privy Council Committee tasked with 
producing a report on the state of medical research in Canada; this charge was in response to a 
1957 report by the Association of Canadian Medical Colleges to the Prime Minister, which 
suggested that medical research in Canada was underfunded. While researching his report, he 
visited the Soviet Union in 1959 as part of a contingent representing the Research Council; he 
remarked on the country's apparent emphasis on scientific research, and invited Soviet 
scientists to visit Canada. Farquharson concluded that existing government support for research 
in Canada failed to specifically address medical research as an independent discipline and was 
financially insufficient.  His "Farquharson Report" led to the formation of the Medical Research 
Council of Canada in 1960, over which he presided until his death.  Died in Ottawa, 1 June 1965, 
while attending a conference.  Posthumously inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame 
in 1998. See Wikipedia entry about him. 
 

An outstanding figure in the field of medicine, this officer has given service well 
beyond the ordinary requirements of his position. Chief among his achievements 
have been his chairmanship of the Penicillin Committee of Canada and his 
correlation of consultant services, not only in the Royal Canadian Air Force but 
also of other branches of the Armed Forces and from an international point of 
view.  He arrived in Belgium after VE-Day to observe the practical application of 
penicillin therapy which he has done so much to develop.  For his outstanding 
services to suffering humanity he is deserving of the highest praise. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARQUHARSON, S/L William (C3139) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 14 
June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945.  Home 
in Toronto; enlisted there 25 April 1941 with rank of Flight Lieutenant (Works and Buildings 
trade); at No.4 EFTS until posted overseas, 31 March 1942; promoted to Squadron Leader, 8 
March 1943; repatriated to Canada in April 1945; to Station Edmonton, 13 April 1945. Released 
24 May 1945. 
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 * * * * *  
 
FARRELL, S/L Desmond William (C1462) - Mention in Despatches - No.407 Squadron (deceased) 
- Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 721/45 dated 27 
April 1945. Born in Montreal, 21 September 1915.  Initially educated in Montreal but then 
attended Ampleforth College, England for nine years.  Attended McGill University for three 
years (arts, switching to engineering).  Employed by Canadian Industries Limited (CIL), 1938-
1939 as a Technical Officer.  Enlisted in Montreal, 2 January 1940 (commissioned effective from 
that date).  Wife in Montreal.  To Air Training Command Headquarters, 2 January 1940.  
Attached to Border Cities Aero Club, 2 January 1940.  To Station Trenton, 25 March 1940.  To 
No.1 ITS, Toronto, 23 April 1940; At Camp Borden for uncertain period; to Station Trenton, 13 
August 1940.  To No.12 EFTS, Goderich, 21 September 1940; to Camp Borden again, 11 October 
1940; to No.2 EFTS, Fort William, 11 February 1941.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 September 
1941.  Instructed at Fort William to 15 March 1942 when posted to No.10 SFTS, 16 March 1942 
and served there to 30 December 1942.  Attended No.1 General Reconnaissance School, 
Summerside, 31 December 1942 to 19 March 1943.  Posted overseas 25 March 1943; 
disembarked in Britain on 11 April 1943.  To RAF Station Luivavady (?), 4 May 1943.  To No.3 
(Coastal) OTU, 22 May 1943.  To No.407 Squadron, 30 June 1943.   As of 31 August 1943 his 
Commanding Officer wrote of him, "This officer will make a good flight commander."  Promoted 
Squadron Leader, 19 December 1943.  Killed in action 6/7 June 1944 (Wellington HQ149).  DHist 
file 181.009 D.2620 (RG.24 Vol.20628) has recommendation for a DFC dated 27 June 1944; this 
was turned down at Station Chivenor, 1 July 1944 because it had been submitted after Farrell 
went missing.  He had made attacks on U-boats on 22 December 1943 and 11 March 1944.  
RCAF photo PL-28137 (ex UK-8740 dated 17 March 1944) shows Flight Sergeant H.W. Ridge 
(Hamilton) and S/L D.W. Farrell (Montreal).  Photo PL-28148 (ex UK-8751 dated 17 March 1944) 
shows two pilots of No.407 Squadron - S/L D.W. Farrell (Montreal, left) and F/L Hugh Laidlaw 
(Ottawa, right). 
 

This officer served in this unit for a period of just under thirteen months. He had 
to his credit two attacks on submarines and one sighting.  In his capacity as Flight 
Commander he was an inspiration and help to all junior officers under him, a 
decided asset to the squadron.  Squadron Leader Farrell failed to return from a 
Ranger Patrol on the night of June 6th, 1944. 

 
NOTE: Assessments demonstrate his progress and keenness.  On 4 December 1940, F/L H.A. 
Johnson, No.2 EFTS, described him thus: 
 

A willing instructor but as yet he lacks the experience to properly organize and 
control the training of his pupils.  Professional and all other, relatively below 
average. 

 
By 11 June 1941, F/L Johnson had improved his opinion of Farrell: 
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A thoroughly reliable officer doing a good job and keen on his work; is careful in 
his administrative work.  Is inclined to be shy giving an errobeous impression of 
lacking responsibility. 

 
As of 15 December 1941, S/L (as he now was) Johnson wrote: 
 

Has sound knowledge of flying and training matters.  Extremely loyal.  
Conscientious and reliable.  Executes his duty with thorough method.  Inclined to 
make hasty decisions on seemingly unimportant matters.  Takes his work 
seriously. 

 
Farrell was restless, however, and on 26 January 1942, as Assistant Supervisory Officer, No.2 
EFTS,  he wrote to the Chief Supervisory Officer: 

I respectfully request that I be posted.  It is, in my opinion, in the best interests 
of the Service that I be moved to another Station.  My reasons for this request 
and my preferences are as follows: 

 
I would prefer to be posted Overseas or to an Operational area as I have been 
engaged in training since July 1940.  If this is impossible and my posting is to be 
to another Training Unit, I would wish to be posted to a Service Flying Training 
School. 

 
I have been at Fort William testing elementary pupils in Tiger Moths since 
February 1941.  During this time, except for a few flights in Airspeed Oxfords and 
Cessna Crane aircraft, I have not had the opportunity to fly Service type aircraft.  
The types of advanced aircraft which I have flown are Airspeed Oxford, Avro 
Anson, Harvard Mark I and II, Yale, Lockheed 10 and 12, and Cessna Crane.  On 
account of the character of the surrounding country, I have not been able to 
perform cross country or navigational practice flights. 

 
Since coming to Fort William I have had much valuable experience in 
administrative work and in the general running of a Station and the handling of 
men, but under the new system which is about to come into effect in which 
Thunder Bay Air Training School intends to run their own School, I feel that the 
knowledge and experience gained will no longer be of service. 

 
RCAF Press Release No. 17 dated 19 January 1944 from S/L Tilley described the U-boat attack 
made by F/L D.W. Farrell crew on December 2, 1943, in Wellington N/407. 
 

A Canadian crew from the R.C.A.F. Demon Squadron of Coastal Command 
recently sighted and attacked a fully surfaced U-boat in the Bay of Biscay and 
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later celebrated the event by feasting on a roast chicken as their Wellington 
bomber carried them back to base in England. 

 
F/L Desmond William Farrell, 28-year-old pilot of 3449 Ontario Avenue, 
Montreal, was Skipper of the attacking aircraft which intercepted the enemy sub 
as it was trying to reach the Allied shipping lanes undetected.  It was his first U-
ōƻŀǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜΩŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭΦ 

 
CƭȅƛƴƎ άb ŦƻǊ bŀƴέ ƻƴ ŀ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ ƻŦ .ƛǎŎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
Demon crew took off at dusk and picked up the enemy sub when they were on 
patrol.  Intense enemy flak, coming from four anti-ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ Ǝǳƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōΩǎ 
deck, was encountered during the attack which followed.  But a rough sea, 
experienced at the time, interfered with the aim of the Nazi gunners and the 
Wimpy escaped undamaged. 

 
Farrell, who has been flying with the Demon Squadron since last summer, had 
four other Canadians with him when the attack was made.  They were W.O.I G.A. 
Biddle, 2204 Parent Avenue, Windsor, Ontario, 2nd pilot; F/O A.J. Hoddinott, 
Birds Hill, Manitoba, navigator; F/S C.J. Hall, R.R.3, Kelowna, B.C., WOP-AG; and 
F/L W.H. Brown, 40 Winston Avenue, Amherst, N.S., a WOP-AG who is on his 
second tour of ops, having finished a tour with the Demons in the days when 
they were flying Hudsons on shipping strikes off the Dutch coast.  The third air-
gunner, Sergeant T.A. Webb, London, England, was the only non-Canadian in the 
crew. 

 
When the Wellington got back to base, Hoddinott, the navigator, told how his 
skipper had been the first to spot the enemy sub. 

 
Des Farrell saw what looked to be a white line of phosphorescence straight 
ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ¦-boat all right, and we could all 
ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀƴƎŜΦέ 

 
The Nazi gunners lost no time in opening fire at the Wimpy, and Hoddinott, 
ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŜǊΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƎǳƴΦ  
Farrell immediately took the bomber down for the attack and Webb, who was 
operating the rear gun, reported that the depth charges straddled the sub half 
way between the conning tower and its stern.  It was impossible, however, for 
the crew to observe the exact damage. 

 
The force of the explosions shook the aircraft and all of the Nazi guns were 
silenced a few seconds after the depth charges were released.  The U-boat 
remained on the surface for eight minutes and then disappeared.  No trace of it 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  .ǳǘ άb ŦƻǊ bŀƴέ ƪŜǇǘ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
dropping markers and heading back to base. 

 
W.O.I Biddle, the second pilot, almost electrified his teammates during the 
return flight when he suddenly produced a roast chicken which in wartime 
England is now becoming almost as scarce as a U-boat in the Bay of Biscay. 

 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΣέ IƻŘŘƛƴƻǘǘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΦ  άL ǎŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
cƘŜǿŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ ŀ ŘǊǳƳǎǘƛŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

 
Almost all aircrew who fly with Coastal Command have their pet superstitions 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŘƳƛǘ ƛǘΦ  !ƴŘ !Ǌǘ IƻŘŘƛƴƻǘǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ  IŜ 
always takes a piece of string and ties a white donkey good-luck charm to his tie 
clip before going out on a sub hunting expedition.  Two days before this trip, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǊŜǿΣ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ¦-
boat attack occurred during his 13th patrol. 

 
The successful perŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άb ŦƻǊ bŀƴέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
the R.C.A.F. ground crew entrusted with its maintenance.  LAC C.A. Huntley, of 
Baildon, Sask., was the fitter, and LAC C.T. Bootle, 42 Lawrence Street, Brantford, 
Ontario, was the rigger who made certain that the Wellington was in perfect 
condition before it took off on this particular patrol. 

 
 * * * * *  
FARRELL, F/O James Francis (J44106) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 1 
January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946. Born 
14 May 1918.  American in the RCAF; born 14 May 1918; home in Jersey City, New Jersey.  
Enlisted in Montreal, 20 February 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot.  To No.1 BGS 
(guard), 23 March 1941; to No.1 ITS, 11 May 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 21 June 1940 
when posted to  No.12 EFTS; graduated 8 August 1941 when posted to No.14 SFTS; graduated 
and promoted Sergeant, 24 October 1941). To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 25 October 1941; taken on 
strength overseas, 11 November 1941; promoted to Flight Sergeant at uncertain date and to 
Warrant Office 2nd Class, 1 April 1943; repatriated to Canada in June 1943 and posted to No.1 
h¢¦Τ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ нп bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΤ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфппΤ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ 
No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 5 March 1044; promoted to Flying Officer 24 May 1944; repatriated 2 
August 1945; to United Kingdom, 22 November 1945; repatriated again, 31 March 1946; 
released 12 April 1946. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FARRELL, P/O Leonard (J90896) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.432 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 
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October 1945.  Born 22 November 1923 in Bay du Hord, Newfoundland; home there.  
Lumberman.  Enlisted in Halifax, 16 February 1943 as Airdrome Defence and posted to No.5 
aŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǇƻǘΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ф !ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦм aŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нс WǳƴŜ мфпо ƻƴ 
remuster to aircrew. To Air Gunner Ground Training School, 7 August 1943; promoted LAC, 18 
September 1943 when posted to No.9 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 29 October 
1943.  To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 12 November 1943; taken on strength overseas on 25 November 
1943; commissioned 16 October 1944; repatriated 6 February 1945; promoted to Flying Officer, 
16 April 1945; released 25 April 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous 
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost 
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty".  DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has 
recommendation dated 23 March 1945 when he had flown 34 sorties (162 hours ten minutes) 
between 24 June and 6 December 1944. 
 

This officer has completed thirty-four successful sorties over enemy territory.  
His tenacity of purpose, endurance and fine offensive spirit have contributed 
largely to the success of the crew. 

 
His splendid record and high degree of courage warrant a strong 
recommendation for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross (Non-
Immediate). 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
 
24 June 1944 - Bernieres (3.55) 
27 June 1944 - CƻǊŜǘ ŘΩ9ŀǊȅ όоΦнрΣ Řŀȅύ 
3 July 1944 - Biennais (3.50, day) 
5 July 1944 - Biennais (3.40, day) 
7 July 1944 - Caen (4.10, day) 
12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.15, day) 
15 July 1944 - Nucourt (4.10, day) 
17 July 1944 - Caen (4.00) 
1 August 1944 - Ferme de Forrestel (4.00, day) 
3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.50, day) 
4 August 1944 Bois de Cassan (4.35, day) 
р !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп {ǘΦ[Ŝǳ ŘΩ9ǎǎŜǊŜƴǘ όпΦнрΣ Řŀȅύ 
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (4.40, day) 
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.35) 
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.20) 
14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.15, day) 
15 August 1944 - Brussels (3.45, day) 
16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.30) 
28 August 1944 - Brest (3.30) 
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31 August 1944 - Ile de Cezembre (4.45, day) 
6 September 1944 - Emden (3.50, day) 
9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.45, day) 
15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.35, day) 
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.40) 
25 October 1944 - Hamburg (5.15) 
6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (4.45, day) 
16 November 1944 - Julich (5.00, day) 
18 November 1944 - Munster (5.45, day) 
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (7.05) 
27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.10) 
30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.25) 
2 December 1944 - Hagen (7.25) 
5 December 1944 - Soest (6.20) 
6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (5.35, day) 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FARRELL, P/O Norman Bushell (C26200) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.4 EFTS - 
Award effective 5 May 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1133/44 dated 26 
May 1944. Born in Montreal, 14 July 1910.  Driving instructor (1928-1930), Aircraft Apprentice 
Flying and LaSalle Services, 1930-31, company failed), salesman with Shell Oil (1934-1936) and 
circulation department, Montreal Gazette (May 1936 to enlistment).  Learned to fly at 
Montreal Light Aeroplane Club in 1939 on Aeronca, Fairchild 22 and Rambler Mark I (54 hours 
solo and eleven hours dual).  Interviewed 15 June 1940 at which time it was noted that he was 
ά.ƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘΦέ  9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΣ нп Wǳƭȅ мфпл ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
Trenton.  Graded as a Temporary Sergeant on 17 August 1940 and posted to No.4 EFTS, 
Windsor Mills on the same day as instructor, having been granted Indefinite Leave Without Pay 
to serve as a civilian. Recalled to service, 1 December 1942 and granted rank of Warrant Officer 
Second Class with effect from 17 February 1942; to No.5 Manning Depot, 8 January 1943; to 
No.6 SFTS, Dunnville,  6 February 1943 for training;  commissioned 30 April 1943.  Posted to 
No.3 Flying Instructor School, Arnprior, 14 May 1943; to No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 28 April 
1943; promoted to Flying Officer, 30 October 1943; to No.13 EFTS, St. Eugene, 29 May 1944; 
promoted to Flight Lieutenant, 1 August 1944; released 30 January 1945.  As of award had 
flown 2,836:25 hours, 2,718:10 as instructor, 417:30 in past six months. Returned to Gazette 
after war.  Died in Sherbrooke, Quebec, 5 December 1976. 

This officer has been employed on flying instruction at Elementary Schools since 
1940 and his exceptional ability and conscientious devotion to duty, together 
with his systematic handling of pupils, has reflected his sincerity and whole-
hearted effort in his work.  

 
This began with a recommendation for an AFC from No.4 EFTS, 6 January 1944, by F/L G.O. 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



Palmer.  Flying hours as noted above.  Submission read as follows: 
 

This officer enlisted on June 17, 1940.  Since that time he has attended several 
courses and has won his wings.  He started instructing in 1940 as a Cilian, being 
on indefinite leave without pay from the RCAF.  He has done exceptionally good 
and conscientious work.  He has handled his pupils very systematically.  He has 
trained over 100 pupils and only five of these were ceased training.  He has 
never had a flying accident.  During the period January 1, 1942 to December 31, 
1942, he flew 1,000:15 hours.  He has a sincere and earnest desire to do his duty 
for the war effort to the greatest possible extent. 

 
This was supported on 25 January 1944 by A/V/M Adelard Raymond (Air Officer Commanding, 
No.3 Training Command.  However, at an uncertain date, this was reduced to a Commendation 
by Air Commodore H.L. Campbell. 
 
FARRELL, F/L Norman Bushell (C26200) - Air Force Cross - No.4 EFTS - Award effective 1 January 
1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946.  Governor 
General's Records (RG.7 Group 26, Volume 59, file 190-I, dossier 8) has citation.  When 
recommended he had flown 2,836 hours (as of January 1944), 2,718 as instructor, 417 in 
previous six months. 
 

This officer began instructing in 1940 as a civilian.  He has done exceptionally 
good and conscientious work without a flying accident.  He has handled his 
pupils very systematically and has trained over 100 pupils and only five of these 
were ceased training.  He has a sincere and earnest desire to do his duty and has 
done so with skill and praiseworthy devotion to duty. 

 
Notes: Instructor course had been taken 25 July to 15 August 1940.  Given a Categorization Test 
by S/L William M. Foster, Visiting Flight, Central Flying School, whose report was dated 19 
September 1941. At that time he had flown 1,000 hours solo and 64 hours 50 minutes dual.  
Tested on Finch 4682 and graded in following categories - {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ όάDƻƻŘέύΣ ±ƻƛŎŜ όά/ƭŜŀǊέύΣ 
aŀƴƴŜǊ όά/ƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎέύΣ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ LƳǇŀǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ όά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜέύΣ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ tƛƭƻǘ όά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέύ Ǉƭǳǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ όά¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƛǎ a capable instructor and 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέύΦ  
Graded as Class II Instructor. 
 
Accident at No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 10 December 1941; Finch 1004, night flying practice. 
Aircraft struck deep snow bank while taxying, nosed over, breaking propellor. 
 
Report on course at No.3 Flying Instructor School dated 8 June 1943 stated his course had been 
examined that day on a Cornell.  Course had involved 26 hours solo (day), 1.30 solo (night), 
11.40 duŀƭ όŘŀȅύ ŀƴŘ мΦол Řǳŀƭ όƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ά! ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƛƴŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
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ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 
 
Tested by CFS Visiting Flight, 26 September 1944, at which time he had 3,181 hours total of 
which 2,920 hours were on elementary instructional aircraft.  He had flown Fleet, Tiger Moth, 
Cornell, Harvard and Yale aircraft. 
 

 * * * * *  
 
FARRELL, P/O William Henry (J16461) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.101 Squadron - Award 
effective 7 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 14 May 1943 and AFRO 1078/43 dated 11 
June 1943. Born in Toronto, 14 December 1920 (obituary notice); home in Toronto; educated at 
Riverside Collegiate where he was an outstanding participant in football, basketball and track. 
Enlisted in Toronto 8 January 1941. Trained at No.3 ITS (graduated 9 June 1941), No.13 EFTS, 
No.2 BGS (graduated 15 February 1942), No.3 AOS (graduated 31 December 1942), and No.1 
CNS (graduated 18 March 1943).  Dave Wallace reports that he was posted to the squadron, 30 
September 1942 from No.22 OTU, so his sortie of 12 September 1942 (listed below) was 
presumably with the OTU. Following tour with No.101 Squadron he had a second tour with 
No.428 Squadron; total record was 46 sorties.  Invested with DFC at Buckingham Palace.  
Postwar he attended University of Toronto (BA, Victoria College), 1948, Bachelor of Education, 
Ontario College of Education, 1949).  Subsequently earned a Masters Degree in Education 
(1958). Rejoined RCAF on 17 May 1950 in the Training and Development Field, holding senior 
positions in Air Training Command including Chief of Training Standards.  Retired in rank of 
Squadron Leader, 30 September 1969.  Joined Department of Manpower and Immigration 
(Chief of Staff Training and Development Division) until retiring again in 1984.  Died in Ottawa, 
10 September 2009. 
 

This officer has proved to be an outstanding navigator who has displayed 
exceptional keenness and skill.  One night in December 1942, during an attack on 
Munich, his aircraft was severely damaged by anti-aircraft fire The fine 
navigational skill displayed by Pilot Officer Farrell, considerably assisted his 
captain in flying the aircraft safely back to this country, despite heavy rain and 
low cloud.  On another occasion while on a flight to Berlin his co-operation and 
support again enabled his pilot to return safely though heavy damage had been 
sustained during a combat with an enemy fighter.  By his coolness, courage and 
devotion to duty, this officer has contributed to the successful completion of 
many operational sorties. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8950 has recommendation drafted 23 March 1943 when he 
had flown 30 sorties (202 hours minutes), including a very detailed sortie sheet: 
 

13 September 1942 - Bremen (8.05) - Duty carried out 
20 November 1942 - Turin (8.00) - Target identified and bombed 
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22 November 1942 - Stuttgart (8.10) - Bombed from 5,000 feet; bursts seen 
28 November 1942 - Turin (8.30) - Fires started; bursts seen southeast of aiming point. 
2 December 1942 - Frankfurt (7.45) - Duty carried out; landed on beam in 300 yards 
visibility. 
6 December 1942 - Mannheim (7.20) - Target bombed; heavy flak encountered 
8 December 1942 - Mining (6.00) - Successful trip 
9 December 1942 - Turin (8.00) - Bursts observed in target area. 
11 December 1942 - Turin (7.10) - Target not attacked; appalling weather conditions, 
unable to maintain sufficient height to cross Alps. 
20 December 1942 - Duisburg (4.15) - Successful attack 
21 December 1942 - Munich (8.15) - Flak damage; elevator, trimming tab control 
severed. 
3 January 1943 - Mining (7.20) - Successfully carried out. 
16 January 1943 - Berlin (8.15) - Target bombed 
17 January 1943 - Berlin (8.50) - Combat with Me.110 which was destroyed, but 
Lancaster suffered severe damage. 
23 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.40) - Duty carried out in 10/10 cloud. 
27 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.05) - Successful trip. 
30 January 1943 - Hamburg (5.55) - Target bombed in 10/10 cloud. 
2 February 1943 - Cologne (5.25) - Fires started; good trip 
4 February 1943 - Turin (8.15) - Successfully carried out. 
18 February 1943 - Wilhelmshaven (4.45) - Bombed target area 
21 February 1943 - Bremen (5.00) - Objective attacked 
25 February 1943 - Nuremburg (8.00) - Target bombed 
28 February 1943 - St.Nazaire (6.25) - Very successful trip 
1 March 1943 - Berlin (7.20) - Duty carried out 
3 March 1943 - Hamburg (5.15) - Good show under excellent conditions 
5 March 1943 - Essen (4.30) - Duty completed; heavy flak experienced 
8 March 1943 - Nuremburg (8.15) - Well concentrated effort 
9 March 1943 - Munich (8.05) - Successful sortie 
11 March 1943 - Stuttgart (8.50) - Target bombed 

 
During his tour of operations on Lancaster aircraft with this squadron, Pilot 
Officer W.H. Farrell, a Canadian, has shown outstanding determination to 
achieve the very best results by his keenness and skill as a navigator. 

 
On the occasion of the attack on Munich on the night of 21 December 1942, 
when his aircraft was severely damaged by flak, the superb navigation by this 
officer aided his captain to bring the aircraft safely back to this country despite 
heavy rain and low cloud. 

 
His splendid team spirit and cooperation with his captain was again displayed 
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on the night of the 17th January 1943, when their aircraft successfully returned 
to base following heavy damage sustained as a result of a combat with a 
Messerschmitt 110 over enemy territory. 

 
By his coolness, courage and devotion to duty, this officer has largely 
contributed to the successful completion of many operational flights and his 
fine record of service, and the example he has set fully merits his 
recommendation for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
This document was minuted by the Officer Commanding, RAF Station Holme-on-Spalding Moor, 
Yorkshire on 24 March 1943: 
 

Pilot Officer Farrell has shown outstanding ability combined with a strong sense 
of duty and determination throughout his operational tour.  He has set his mind 
at all times on the task in hand and displayed high qualities of courage and 
initiative.  His cheerful confidence has set a magnificent example and has 
inspired a high morale throughout his squadron.  I regard his devotion to duty 
and fine record of achievement as fully deserving of recognition by the award 
of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
This was duly approved by the Air Officer Commanding, No.1 Group, on 30 March 1943 as a 
recommended for a non-immediate Distinguished Flying Cross. 
 
Dave Wallace provides the following details from the Operational Record Book respecting the 
sorties mentioned in the recommendation to his award: 
 

He went to Munich with F/L Misselbrook in Lancaster W4309 "B" on Dec.21/22. 
Form 541 - Up: 17:15, Down:1:30  " Bombed at 21:20, height of 13,000 ft.. 
heading 315; after the Wurnsee had been pinpointed and an island in the river, 
although a thin layer of cloud obscured the target. Many incendiaries were 
seen to burst in the target area and a built up area was seen west of the aiming 
point. The aircraft was damaged by 'Flak' but returned to base and landed 
successfully in spite of bad weather, the captain reporting a successful trip." 
Form 540 just reports all aircraft returning safely, one landing away from base. 

 
Jan.17/43 Target was Berlin and Misselbrook was again the pilot, aircraft was 
Lancaster I ED321 "K", up: 16:30; down: 1:30. Form 541: "Bombs were not 
dropped and Captain decided to find Baltic port rather than bomb haphazardly. 
Unfortunately attacked by M.E. 110 which set fire to the starboard outer, holed 
one tank and hit the rear part of the fuselage, putting both turrets out of 
action. three attacks were made by M.E. 110 before gunners shot it down in 
flames. Bombs were jettisoned." 
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Form 540: "The aircraft captained by F/L TD Misselbrook was attacked by an 
M.E. 110, three attacks were made and the starboard outer engine was 
damaged in addition to damage to the fuselage. the gunners and Captain 
however fought off the attacks and were able to shoot down the enemy aircraft 
in flames, for which an immediate award of the DFC to F/L Misselbrook and the 
DFM to the rear gunner, Sgt. Harrison, A. were made. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARREN, F/L Joseph Norman (J23013) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.423 Squadron - Award 
effective 19 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 27 July 1945 and AFRO 1672/45 dated 2 
November 1945. Born 31 May 1914 in Saint John, New Brunswick; home there; service station 
attendant. Enlisted in Moncton, 22 November 1940. To No.33 SFTS (guard duty), 6 January 
1941. To No.2 ITS, 9 February 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 March 1941 when posted 
to No.8 EFTS; may have graduated 16 May 1941 but not posted to No.3 SFTS until 27 May 1941; 
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 20 August 1941.  To No.13 Operational Training Squadron, 
21 August 1941; to Western Air Command, 24 November 1941; to No.4 (BR) Squadron, 4 
December 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 20 February 1942.  Promoted WO2, 20 August 
1942.  Commissioned 31 August 1942, Promoted Flying Officer, 28 February 1943.  To No.160 
(BR) Squadron, 5 May 1943.  Date of posting overseas uncertain; possibly May 1944 .  Promoted 
Flight Lieutenant, 28 August 1944.  Repatriated no later than 6 September 1945.  Retired 9 
November 1945.  RCAF photo PL-33686 (ex UK-15417 dated 29 September 1944) is captioned 
ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ƻŦ ŀ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŧƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
ƳƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΣ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ !ƛǊ 5ƻƎ Ψ9ƭƳŜǊΩΣ Ƙŀǎ 60 operational hours in.  Sitting on 
the bows in a launch with the white mouse are the navigator, captain and second pilot, F/O P.A. 
Simpson of Ottawa, F/O J.N. Farren of Saint John, New Brunswick, and F/O S.B. Hawthorne of 
Renfrew, Ontario.  And the mouse is usually crawling around the insides of a battle dress tunic 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǊƳΦέ 
 

Flight Lieutenant Farren has completed two tours of operational duty during 
which he has taken part in numerous sorties and has participated in two attacks 
on enemy submarines.  These attacks were made in September and December 
1944 and were completed with skill and precision and with good results in both 
cases.  At all times this officer has displayed a fine fighting spirit and great 
devotion to duty. 

 
RCAF Press Release No. 4515 dated 7 November, 1944, transcribed by Huguette Oates, reads: 
 

WITH RCAF IN COASTAL COMMAND:  -- The safety of an important Allied 
convoy was threatened when a Nazi submarine recently succeeded in reaching 
the North Atlantic shipping lanes undetected.  But the U-boat, before it got a 
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chance to do any damage, was hunted down and attacked by an RCAF 
Sunderland flying boat crew led by F/O J.N. Farren, 248 Guilford Street, Saint 
John, N.B.  The convoy was unmolested.  

 
The enemy sub was only a few miles away from the convoy when it was first 
sighted by the 30-year-old Maritime skipper.  The subsequent attack was 
carried out in daylight with the Canadian crew able to depth-charge their target 
unopposed by Nazi anti-aircraft fire. 

 
It was the first time F/O Farren had ever attacked a U-Boat and eight other 
members of the RCAF were in his crew in the engagement.  Helping to score 
this latest success for Coastal Command were F/O Charles Strobl, Winnipeg 
(480 Mathison Avenue), 1st pilot; F/O R.A.W. Simpson, Ottawa (221 Queen 
Street), navigator; F/O S.R. Hawthorne, Renfrew, Ontario (220 Arnprior Street), 
WOP-AG; P/O R.W. Markley, Milton, Ontario (Main Street), WOP-AG; WO2 S. 
Semenchuk, Cudworth, Saskatchewan, WOP-AG; F/S G.F. Tait, Dilke, 
Saskatchewan, 1st fitter; Sergeant C.E. Goobel, Spruce Grove, Alberta, and 
Sergeant J.W. MacDonald, Wallaceburg, Ontario (340 Wellington Street), both 
air-gunners. 

 
! ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ 5ƻƴŀƭŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
Northern Ireland, the RCAF crew headed out over the North Atlantic on a 
routine anti-sub patrol.  F/O Farren spotted the U-Boat.  Although an 
immediate attack was carried out by the Canadians, the U-Boat submerged 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
releases.  Three warships, part of the escort protecting the convoy, soon 
arrived to join in the hunt.  No further trace of the sub was seen although F/O 
Farren circled the area for some time.   

 
Farren and his Canadian crew fly for Coastal Command as members of an RCAF 
flying boat squadron commanded by W/C P.J. Grant, of Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARREN, F/L Joseph Norman (J23013) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.423 Squadron - Award 
effective 19 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 27 July 1945 and AFRO 1672/45 dated 2 
November 1945. Born 31 May 1914 in Saint John, New Brunswick; home there; service station 
attendant. Enlisted in Moncton, 22 November 1940. To No.33 SFTS (guard duty), 6 January 
1941. To No.2 ITS, 9 February 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 March 1941 when posted 
to No.8 EFTS; may have graduated 16 May 1941 but not posted to No.3 SFTS until 27 May 1941; 
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 20 August 1941.  To No.13 Operational Training Squadron, 
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21 August 1941; to Western Air Command, 24 November 1941; to No.4 (BR) Squadron, 4 
December 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 20 February 1942.  Promoted WO2, 20 August 
1942.  Commissioned 31 August 1942, Promoted Flying Officer, 28 February 1943.  To No.160 
(BR) Squadron, 5 May 1943.  Date of posting overseas uncertain; possibly May 1944 .  Promoted 
Flight Lieutenant, 28 August 1944.  Repatriated no later than 6 September 1945.  Retired 9 
November 1945.  RCAF photo PL-33686 (ex UK-15417 dated 29 September 1944) is captioned 
ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ƻŦ ŀ {underland flying boat squadron in Ireland always fly with a white 
ƳƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΣ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ !ƛǊ 5ƻƎ Ψ9ƭƳŜǊΩΣ Ƙŀǎ сл ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴΦ  {ƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
the bows in a launch with the white mouse are the navigator, captain and second pilot, F/O P.A. 
Simpson of Ottawa, F/O J.N. Farren of Saint John, New Brunswick, and F/O S.B. Hawthorne of 
Renfrew, Ontario.  And the mouse is usually crawling around the insides of a battle dress tunic 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǊƳΦέ 
 

Flight Lieutenant Farren has completed two tours of operational duty during 
which he has taken part in numerous sorties and has participated in two attacks 
on enemy submarines.  These attacks were made in September and December 
1944 and were completed with skill and precision and with good results in both 
cases.  At all times this officer has displayed a fine fighting spirit and great 
devotion to duty. 

 
RCAF Press Release No. 4515 dated 7 November, 1944, transcribed by Huguette Oates, reads: 
 

WITH RCAF IN COASTAL COMMAND:  -- The safety of an important Allied 
convoy was threatened when a Nazi submarine recently succeeded in reaching 
the North Atlantic shipping lanes undetected.  But the U-boat, before it got a 
chance to do any damage, was hunted down and attacked by an RCAF 
Sunderland flying boat crew led by F/O J.N. Farren, 248 Guilford Street, Saint 
John, N.B.  The convoy was unmolested.  

 
The enemy sub was only a few miles away from the convoy when it was first 
sighted by the 30-year-old Maritime skipper.  The subsequent attack was 
carried out in daylight with the Canadian crew able to depth-charge their target 
unopposed by Nazi anti-aircraft fire. 

 
It was the first time F/O Farren had ever attacked a U-Boat and eight other 
members of the RCAF were in his crew in the engagement.  Helping to score 
this latest success for Coastal Command were F/O Charles Strobl, Winnipeg 
(480 Mathison Avenue), 1st pilot; F/O R.A.W. Simpson, Ottawa (221 Queen 
Street), navigator; F/O S.R. Hawthorne, Renfrew, Ontario (220 Arnprior Street), 
WOP-AG; P/O R.W. Markley, Milton, Ontario (Main Street), WOP-AG; WO2 S. 
Semenchuk, Cudworth, Saskatchewan, WOP-AG; F/S G.F. Tait, Dilke, 
Saskatchewan, 1st fitter; Sergeant C.E. Goobel, Spruce Grove, Alberta, and 
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Sergeant J.W. MacDonald, Wallaceburg, Ontario (340 Wellington Street), both 
air-gunners. 

 
! ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ 5ƻƴŀƭŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
Northern Ireland, the RCAF crew headed out over the North Atlantic on a 
routine anti-sub patrol.  F/O Farren spotted the U-Boat.  Although an 
immediate attack was carried out by the Canadians, the U-Boat submerged 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
releases.  Three warships, part of the escort protecting the convoy, soon 
arrived to join in the hunt.  No further trace of the sub was seen although F/O 
Farren circled the area for some time.   

 
Farren and his Canadian crew fly for Coastal Command as members of an RCAF 
flying boat squadron commanded by W/C P.J. Grant, of Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FARRIS, F/L Loran Wendell (J29517) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.156 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45 
dated 29 March 1945. Born in Chipman, New Brunswick, 3 March 1918; home in Sydney, Nova 
Scotia.  Enlisted in Truro, Nova Scotia, 18 June 1942.  To No.5 Manning Depot, 12 July 1942.  To 
No.9 SFTS (guard duty), 19 August 1942.  To No.1 ITS, 24 October 1942; graduated and 
promoted LAC, 30 December 1942 but not posted to  No.5 AOS until 11 February 1943; 
graduated and commisǎƛƻƴŜŘ нл !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ о {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΤ ǘƻ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
Kingdom, 12 September 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 20 February 1944.  Promoted Flight 
Lieutenant, date uncertain.  Repatriated 9 February 1945.  Retired 11 April 1945. Died in 
Barbados, 19 January 2002, No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against 
the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage 
and devotion to duty."  Public Records Office Air 2/8831 has recommendation dated 17 
November 1944 when he had flown 42 sorties (154 hours 35 minutes). 
 

9 April 1944 - Lille 
10 April 1944 - Laon 
11 April 1944 - Aachen 
20 April 1944 - Cologne 
22 April 1944 - Laon 
5 May 1944 - Montdidier 
11 May 1944 - Hasselt 
22 May 1944 - Orleans 
27 May 1944 - Aachen 
31 May 1944 - Tergnier 
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6 June 1944 - Houlgate 
8 June 1944 - Fougeres 
9 June 1944 - Le Mans 
23 June 1944 - Coubronnes 
2 July 1944 - Oisemont 
7 July 1944 - Vaires 
10 July 1944 - Nucourt 
11 July 1944 - Gapennes 
15 July 1944 - Nucourt 
19 July 1944 - Rollez 
23 July 1944 - Donges 
24 July 1944 - Stuttgart 
7 August 1944 - Caen battle area 
8 August 1944 - Foret d'Engloss 
11 August 1944 - Somain 
14 August 1944 - Falaise 
16 August 1944 - Kiel 
26 August 1944 - Kiel 
31 August 1944 - Lumbres 
5 September 1944 - Le Havre 
9 September 1944 - Le Havre 
10 September 1944 - Le Havre 
11 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen 
12 September 1944 - Scholven 
13 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen 
6 October 1944 - Sterkrade 
7 October 1944 - Cleve 
14 October 1944 - Duisburg 
19 October 1944 - Stuttgart 
23 October 1944 - Essen 
25 October 1944 - Essen 
28 October 1944 - Cologne 
 
Flight Lieutenant Farris has now completed 42 operational sorties with the 
Pathfinder Force, 35 of which have been Marker sorties.  Many German targets 
are included in this total. 

 
This officer is a navigator of outstanding ability.  He has flown many sorties on 
Master Bomber duties, during one of which the aircraft was hit and damaged 
by predicted flak.  Flight Lieutenant Farris has, however, always carried on with 
his duties cooly and undeterred by the hazard around him.  His efficiency and 
courage have made him a valuable member of his crew. 
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He has always shown a devotion to duty of a high order, and I recommend him 
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAST, FS Alvin Peter (R101037 and J18383) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.156 Squadron - 
Award effective 6 August 1943 as per London Gazette dated 13 August 1943 and AFRO 1849/43 
dated 10 September 1943.  Born in Laird, Saskatchewan, 26 January 1917; home in Langley 
Prairie, British Columbia.  Labourer.  Enlisted in Saskatoon, 15 May 1941 and posted that date 
to No.1 Manning Depot.  To No.1 SFTS, 9 June 1941 (guard duty); to No.4 WS, 3 August 1941; 
promoted LAC, 4 September 1941; to No.4 BGS, 20 December 1941; graduated and promoted 
{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ мф WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ bƻΦом h¢¦Σ у CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпнΤ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ŘŀǘŜ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΤ ǘƻ w!C 
overseas, 27 February 1942.  Commissioned 15 July 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 15 January 
1944. Repatriated 1 May 1944. To No.2 WS, 12 June 1944.  To Release Centre, 30 November 
1945; released 29 January 1946.  Died at Aldergrove, British Columbia, 9 December 2006 as per 
wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of November/December 2007. 
Photo PL-21640 refers. 
 

Flight Sergeant Fast is a wireless operator of outstanding ability and it has been 
due, in no small measure, to his skill that many of his missions have been 
successful.  He has taken part in operational sorties, many of them of long 
duration and over very heavily defended enemy territory.  Amongst the targets 
attacked have been Cologne, Wuppertal, Dortmund, Duisburg and Spezia. 

 
Public Record Office Air 50/221 has Combat Report for 11/12 June 1943.  Crew were F/L G.L. 
Mandeno (captain, awarded DFC), FS Atkin (navigator), FS Fast (WOP), Sergeant Chapman (FE), 
P/O Saunders (BA), Sergeant Foybec (MUG) and FS Knight (rear gunner).    Lancaster X/156 
(ED829), target Munster. 
 

On the night of 11/12 June 1943, aircraft Z/156, Captain F/L Mandeno, was 
detailed to attack Munster, marking and illuminating the target by means of 
Special Equipment.  The aircraft was airborne at 2326 hours and it was found 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !{L ǿŀǎ ǳƴǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
proceed with the sortie, the navigator calling out the reading of his ASI at 
regular intervals.  Evasive action was consequently not as effective as it might 
have been, and at position 51.37 N 06.40 E, 0148 hours, 19.500 feet, Course 
095 Magnetic, speed 140 knots, an Me.110 was encountered. 

 
The Me.110 was first sighted, identified and reported by the tail gunner on the 
starboard quarter, 15 degrees below, and making a climbing attack at an 
estimated range of 400 yards.  The tail gunner gave directions to turn starboard 
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and the captain complied, turning with 45 degree bank, rate two turns.  Fire 
was opened simultaneously by both aircraft, the tail gunner of the Lancaster 
giving two two-second bursts, the enemy aircraft giving a four second burst of 
amber coloured tracers from four positions in the nose, judged to be cannon 
fire.  This fire from slightly less than 400 yards was accurately placed, coming up 
under the starboard tail plane and into the fuselage of the Lancaster, injuring 
the mid-upper gunner, one shell entering his turret on the starboard side and 
taking his  earphones and microphone attachment and damaging his left-hand 
master grip. 

 
The enemy aircraft broke his first attack at what was judged to be 100 yards, 
and breaking away and above to starboard, making a complete circuit and 
positioning himself for a second engagement, again under 15 degrees, this time 
slight to port off stern, range 400 yards.  The same evasive maneouvre was 
attempted by our aircraft, this time to port.  Fire was first opened by the 
Lancaster tail gunner in a four-second burst.  Return fire in one short two-
second burst delivered at an estimated range of 200 yards.  This burst also 
made contact with our aircraft, hitting the underdar blister and entering the 
port bomb doors. 

 
The Me.110 again broke the attack at the same range as before, this time 
upward and to port of our aircraft and was last observed disappearing on the 
port quarter. 

 
The tail gunner is certain that the enemy aircraft was hit in both attacks.  A gray 
smoke coming away from the port engine on tge breakaway after the first  
attack and was noted again in the second, this time in greater volume. The 
ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
extremely fast. 

 
All the tail guns were in operation throughout the attacks and it is estimated 
that 200 rounds were expended. 

 
Air 50/221 also has the following Combat Report for 16/17 June 1943.  Crew were F/L G.L. 
Mandeno (captain, awarded DFC), FS Atkin (navigator), FS Fast (WOP), Sergeant Chapman (FE), 
P/O Saunders (BA), S/L Everson  (MUG) and FS Knight (rear gunner).    Lancaster X/156 (ED829), 
target Cologne. 
 

On the night of the 16/17th June 1943, Lancaster III Z/156 was detailed as a 
Marker on the raid against Cologne.  On the homeward journey, at position 
51.00 N 04.20 E, 0243 hours, 18,000 feet, course 295 M, an enemy aircraft, 
subsequently identified as an Me.110, was sighted by the tail gunner 15 
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degrees below, dead astern, making a climbing attack.  The enemy aircraft 
opened fire and approximately 400 yards range. Firing bright yellow trace from 
cannon from cannons and machine gun in a four second burst.  Fire was 
accurate in damaging port elevator and starboard tail plane, puncturing 
starboard engine inner petrol tank and port inner engine.  Tail gunner 
attempted to open fire at 400 yards but found guns inoperative due to their 
being frozen up.  Mid-upper gunner gave direction to the captain for 
emergency starboard.  The captain, having seen trace passing above, had 
already commenced  diving turn in that direction.  Enemy aircraft closed to a 
range of approximately 250 yards and at this distance became visible to Mid-
upper gunner who opened fire with a two second burst before the enemy 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ōǊƻƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘΦ  9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎe 
prevented any strikes being observed.  Enemy aircraft turned away to port in a 
steep turn 20 degrees upwards and was last observed flying away from the 
Lancaster, crossing from port to starboard astern, range 200 yards.  Lancaster, 
having completed an orbit to starboard, continued on course having lost 
approximately 1,000 feet in height.  Enemy aircraft was not seen again.  Its 
closing speed is commented on as being extremely fast. 

 
Accident Report, 23 March 1944, No.22 OTU, Wellesbourne, Wellington LN481 (XN-J), 1245 
hours, circuits and landings.  Crew was J6390 F/L B.M. Adilman (later killed), C175 W/C E.M. 
Mitchell (RCAF pupil), J18383 P/O A.P. Fast (WOP/AG, screened Canadian) and J1848 F/O J.L. 
Fontaine (AG, screened Canadian).  They had done a few circuits ("a few landings") and four or 
five overshoots   Adilman was instructing in single engine flying and feathering.  Feathered 
starboard propellor and then it would not unfeather. Adilman made a single-engine landing.  
Minor damage and no injuries. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAULDER, F/L John Murray (J22749) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award 
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45 
dated 23 February 1945.  Born 22 July 1920 in Cockermouth, Cumberland, England (letter from 
Douglas G. Faulder dated 22 June 1997).  Home in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.  Former militia 
service (King's Own Rifles, Bandsman, 2 May 1938 to 17 October 1939).  Enlisted in Regina, 29 
October 1940 as Airframe Mechanic. To No.1 Manning Depot, 30 November 1940.  To Technical 
Training School, St. Thomas, 6 December 1940. To No.5 BGS, 14 May 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 
October 1941.  Remustered to aircrew and posted on 4 January 1942 to No.7 ITS; to No.6 EFTS, 
14 March 1942; to No.4 SFTS, 23 May 1942; graduated and commissioned 11 September 1942.  
To No.31 GRS, 25 September 1942; to Western Air Command, 4 December 1942; to No.32 OTU, 
р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпн όIŀƳǇŘŜƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘύΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ 
17 April 1943.  Embarked from Canada, 27 May 1943; disembarked in Britain, 4 June 1943 and 
posted to No.3 PRC. Detached to ACOS (whatever that is), 5-31 July 1943; detached to No.4 
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EFTS, 6-22 October 1943 (five hours on Tiger Moths). To No.23 OTU, 26 October 1943 (90.15 on 
Wellingtons).  To No.61 Base, 18 February 1944 where he attended Battle School and converted 
at No.1666 Conversion Unit to Lancasters (37.50).  To No.408 Squadron, 28 March 1944 (228.25 
on Lancasters and Halifaxes).  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 11 September 1944.  To No.86 OTU, 
30 September 1944. To No.82 OTU, 15 October 1944.  Repatriated 15 January 1945. To No.2 Air 
Command, 26 January 1945.  To No.6 Release Centre, Regina, 21 March 1945.  Retired 23 
March 1945.   Member, 20 Saskatchewan Armoured Regiment, 24 June 1949 to 9 May 1951. 
Rejoined RCAF as a pilot on short service commission, 10 May 1951 (38906). To FIS Trenton, 17 
September 1951. Deemed unsuitable as an instructor owing to nervousness over spinning. To 
No.2 ANS, Winnipeg, 12 January 1952 as staff pilot. To Recruiting Unit, Regina, 5 July 1954.  To 
AFHQ (Air Member for Personnel Division), 18 August 1955.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 July 
1956.  To No.129 Aircraft Acceptance and Ferry Flight, Calgary, 29 August 1959.  Retired 9 
November 1964.  Died at Qualicum Beach, British Columbia, 15 November 1993 as per Legion 
Magazine of February 1994.  RCAF photo PL-35036 taken on his repatriation with Jean 
Dickenson (Canadian soprano) and his war bride wife; ge had tripped on railway platform 
running to meet her and ended up in hospital with a twisted ankle, although he had gone 
through 35 sorties without a scratch. No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and 
devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against the enemy."  DHist file 181.009 
D.1633 (RG.24 Vol.20603) has recommendation dated 4 September 1944 when he had flown 30 
sorties (137 hours five minutes), 9 April to 30 August 1944. 
 

Flying Officer Faulder has completed a very large number of operations against 
the enemy.  On many of these sorties he penetrated deep into Germany to 
bomb such heavily defended targets as Friedrichshafen and Karlsruhe.  
Throughout his tour, this officer has displayed a fine offensive spirit and great 
keenness to participate in all operations against the enemy.  On all occasions he 
pressed home his attack with great determination and seldom returned 
without an excellent picture of the aiming point attacked. 

 
Flying Officer Faulder by his cheerful determination and operational ability has 
set a splendid example to this whole squadron.  Therefore, I recommend that 
he be awarded a non-immediate Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
 
9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.12, second pilot) 
24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.36, second pilot) 
27 April 1944 - Friedrichshafen (8.38) 
1 May 1944 - St. Ghislain (4.09) 
9 May 1944 - Calais (3.13) 
19 May 1944 - Franceville (4.20) 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.52) 
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31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (3.55) 
12 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.18) 
14 June 1944 - St. Pol (3.34) 
15 June 1944 - Cologne (3.55) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.15) 
23 June 1944 - Bientques (3.45) 
24 June 1944 - Bamieres (4.20) 
26 June 1944 - CƻǊŜǘ ŘΩ9ŀǿȅ όпΦлрύ 
4 July 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.05) 
5 July 1944 - Siracourt (3.50) 
7 July 1944 - Caen (4.15) 
17 July 1944 - Caen (5.00) 
20 July 1944 - [ΩIŜȅ όоΦолύ 
5 August 1944 - {ǘΦ [Ŝǳ ŘΩ9ǎǎŜǊŜƴǘ όрΦмлύ 
7 August 1944 - Caen (3.25) 
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (4.55) 
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.50) 
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.00) 
12 August 1944 - Montrichard (5.25) 
15 August 1944 - Brussels (4.00) 
25 August 1944 - Brest (5.05) 
28 August 1944 - Ile de Cezembre (4.15) 
30 August 1944 - Ile de Cezembre (4.30) 
 
This appears to be incomplete.  On repatriation he stated he had flown 35 sorties (164.50) and 
last sortie Was 12 September 1944; also recorded 196.40 non-operational hours overseas.  His 
application for Operational Wing (19 September 1944) claimed 34 sorties (158.45), 9 April 1944 
to 12 September 1944. 
 
Notes: Incident on 10 January 1944, No.23 OTU, Wellington NE701.  Apparent engine failure 
through disintegration of parts.  No injuries.  Crew included Warrant Officer R.C. Harvey 
(navigator) who was later commissioned and awarded DFC. 
 
In stating his flying times (27 September 1950) he listed the following: Tiger Moth (94.30), 
Crane (167.40), Oxford (8.10), Anson (43.30), Hampden (72.20), Wellington (90.15), Lancaster 
(218.45) and Halifax (47.35). On 14 October 1950 his application to join the postwar RCAF was 
rejected because of age.  This was reversed in May 1951. 
 
RCAF Press Release No. 8074 dated 4 January, 1945 from:  F/O George Sinclair reads: 
 

WITH RCAF IN BRITAIN: -- A bomber operation, on which he safely crossed the 
enemy coast on the return leg to base without having experienced any danger, 
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turned out to be the worst flight of his tour for Flight Lieutenant J.M. Faulder, 
DFC, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan (614 Ominica Street East). 

 
Now passing through an RCAF repatriation depot on his way home, F/L Faulder 
said he had been bombing a target at Bourg Leopold in Belgium and had just 
left the enemy coast behind him when a Ju88 dived to attack him.  Faulder 
threw his aircraft into a violent corkscrew and evaded the German, but in a few 
minutes the Junkers again came in to attack.  For the entire journey across the 
North Sea, the determined German dogged the bomber, making ten attacks 
before giving up when the English coast was reached. 

 
Still a keen flyer after hundreds of hours with the RCAF, F/L Faulder would like 
to join a civil airline upon leaving the service. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAULKNER, FS Albert Rice (R53088) - British Empire Medal - Eastern Air Command 
Headquarters - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 
82/46 dated 25 January 1946.  Born 15 July 1906.  Home in Aurora, Ontario.  Enlisted in 
Toronto, 6 November 1939 as a Cook (reclassified Chef, 1 June 1943). To Technical Training 
School, St. Thomas, 5 January 1940; promoted AC1, 29 February 1940; promoted LAC, 29 May 
1940; promoted Corporal, 15 August 1940; to No.4 BGS, 11 November 1940; promoted 
Sergeant, 5 February 1941; promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 August 1942; to Shellburne, 24 
November 1943; to No.1 Naval Air Gunnery School, 1 December 1943; to Eastern Air Command 
Headquarters, 3 February 1944; to Release Centre, 25 March 1946; released 5 April 1946. 
 

The high standard of morale at the barracks for this command may be 
attributed in large measure to the efforts of Flight Sergeant Faulkner.  This non-
commissioned officer has been in charge of Messing for the Officers, Sergeants 
and Other Ranks Messes on this unit for over a year.  He instructs and 
supervises his own staff and works many hours beyond the normal call of duty.  
In five years service in Eastern Air Command he has gained a record of 
outstanding meritorious service. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAULKNER, WO Victor Herbert (R127997) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.158 Squadron - 
Award effective 1 September 1944 as per London Gazette dated 19 September 1944 and AFRO 
2373/44 dated 3 November 1944.  Born 20 December 1922 in Toronto.  Home there. Enlisted 
Toronto, 26 August 1941.  Posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.3 PHU, 15 December 1941; to 
No.3 WS, 14 March 1942; promoted LAC, 15 April 1942; to No.3 BGS, 24 October 1942; 
promoted Sergeant, 22 January 1943; to "Y" Depot, 5 February 1943; to RAF overseas, 8 March 
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1943.  Further trained at No.10 OTU and No.1658 Conversion Unit; commissioned 12 October 
1944 (J90401); repatriated 22 October 1944; to No.4 BGS, 24 November 1944; to Mountain 
View, 2 February 1945; to Release Centre, 22 March 1945; released 27 March 1945.  Died in 
Winnipeg, 8 February 2007. No citation other than "completed...many successful operations 
during which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty."  Public Records 
Office Air 2/9276 has recommendation dated 15 June 1944 when he had flown 29 sorties (177 
hours 58 minutes operational flying time). 
 

25 July 1943 - Essen (4.40) 
27 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.04) 
29 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.54, attacked by Ju.88s on three occasions; no damage) 
2 August 1943 - Hamburg (5.41) 
9 August 1943 - Mannheim (7.10) 
10 August 1943 - Nuremburg (7.03) 
17 August 1943 - Peenemunde (7.30) 
22 August 1943 - Leverkusen (6.07) 
23 August 1943 - Berlin (7.47) 
27 August 1943 - Nuremburg (4.32) 
15 September 1943 - Montlucon (7.04) 
16 September 1943 - Modane (7.36) 
22 September 1943 - Hanover (5.49) 
23 September 1943 - Mannheim (6.55)  
27 September 1943 - Hanover (5.36) 
4 October 1943 - Frankfurt (8.21) 
11 November 1943 - Cannes (9.31) 
18 November 1943 - Mannheim (8.04) 
15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (8.17) 
30 March 1944 - Nuremburg (4.06, early return, navigator sick) 
9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St.Georges (5.23) 
20 April 1944 - Ottignes (4.07) 
22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.06) 
24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.47) 
27 April 1944 - Aulnoye (4.20) 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.38) 
2 June 1944 - Trappes (5.10) 
6 June 1944 - Chateaudun (5.37) 
7 June 1944 - Versailles (4.03) 
 
On the night of 29/30 July 1943, this Non-Commissioned Officer was rear 
gunner in an aircraft detailed to attack Hamburg. It was a night of intense 
fighter activity and Ju.88s made no fewer than three separate attacks on his 
aircraft. From his position in the rear turret this Non-Commissioned Officer 
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coordinated perfectly with his colleague in the mid-upper turret and combat 
manoeuvre was given so effectively to his captain that the night fighters failed 
to effect even one strike on the aircraft. Then on his third operational sortie, 
Warrant Officer Faulkner revealed high qualities of coolness and courage in the 
face of the enemy's fire, and throughout the remainder of his tour, which totals 
29 trips, he has confirmed the high opinion then formed of his qualities. 

 
Keen, efficient and courageous, he has been an excellent influence in his 
section, and has always been willing to give of his best in the training of new 
men.  His example and conduct at all times have been magnificent.  For his 
outstanding record on operations and his unfailing devotion to duty at all times, 
it is recommended that he be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
Public Record Office Air 50/222 has the following Combat Reports: 
 
29/30 July 1943: Halifax II Series IA, D/158 (HR780); target Hamburg; 0047 hours; position 5пɘ 
13" North 0уɘ 50" East; height 18,000 feet; I.A.S. 155 m.p.h.; heading 113.  Weather, no cloud or 
moon; ground haze.  Searchlight activity prior to attack.  Monica indicated aircraft in the 
vicinity; IFF off; flak during attack.  The Mid-Upper Gunner was Sergeant D.R. Courage (RAAF) 
 

1st Attack: Mid-Upper Gunner sighted Ju.88 on starboard quarter up range 100 
yards carrying no lights.  Mid-Upper Gunner ordered a diving turn to starboard 
and opened fire with a three-second burst from 400 yards to 250 yards as Ju.88 
passed over own aircraft from starboard quarter up to Poet Beam up where it 
broke away and was not seen again.  There was no searchlight activity during 
combat.  No damage to bomber or casualties to crew. No damaged claimed to 
enemy aircraft, Mid-Upper Gunner fired 150 rounds. 

 
2nd Attack: Time 0115 hours; position 5оɘ 33" North, 1лɘ 00" East; height 18,000 
feet, I.A.S. 155 m.p.h.; Heading 171 T.  Weather, no cloud, no moon.  Ground 
haze.  Searchlights active prior to attack. 

 
No warning was given by Monica; I.F.F. off.  There was flak - close proximity 
during combat. 
Mid-Upper Gunner sighted one Ju.88 at 800 yards on starboard beam level our 
course, not carrying lights.  As enemy aircraft commenced to turn in at 700 
yards, Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to make a diving turn to starboard.  
Enemy aircraft passed over our aircraft and broke away on the port quarter up 
at. 600 yards.  Enemy aircraft then turned and made another attack from fire 
[?] port quarter up.  Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to corkscrew with 
initial turn to port.  Enemy aircraft followed through and both gunners fired a 
short burst simultaneously at 300 yards and closed at about 200 yards.  Enemy 
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aircraft broke away on starboard beam downward and was not seen again.  No 
searchlight activity during attack.  Enemy aircraft did not open fire.  No damage 
claimed to fighter.  Mid-Upper Gunner fired 200 rounds; Rear Gunner fired 100 
rounds. 

 
3rd Attack: Time 01365 hours; position 5оɘ 48" North, 0уɘ 32" East; height 
13,000 feet, I.A.S. 175 m.p.h.; Heading 304 T.  Weather, no cloud, no moon.  
Ground haze.  No searchlights activity prior to attack but Monica indicated 
aircraft in the vicinity.  IFF off.  Very little flak at time of attack. 

 
Mid-Upper Gunner first sighted Ju.88 on starboard bow up at 500 yards passing 
across track of own aircraft to port bow up.  Enemy aircraft came in to attack 
from port bow up 700 yards and was immediately joined by another Ju.88 
which appeard to turn into attack with first enemy aircraft from port beam at 
same range.  Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to make a diving turn to port.  
As first enemy aircraft passed over our aircraft Mid-Upper Gunner opened fire 
at about 500 yards and closed at 350 yards.  This enemy aircraft broke away on 
starboard beam and was not seen again.  During attack Mid-Upper Gunner lost 
sight of second enemy aircraft which was also not seen again.  Enemy aircraft 
did not open fire.  No searchlight activity during attack.  No damage to bomber 
or injuries to crew.  No damage to fighter claimed.  Mid-Upper Gunner fired 
100 rounds. 

 
27/28 September 1943: Halifax II Series IA, (LW244); target Hanover. Position, target area; 
Time 2213; height 18,500 feet.  Speed 206; heading 112 T.  Weather clear. Searchlights very 
active.  No previous warning of attack and Monica was unserviceable.  IFF was off.  Flak 
moderate. The Mid-Upper Gunner was Sergeant H. Barrett. 
 

Mid-Upper Gunner reported sighting of aircraft, identified as Ju,88 without 
lights on starboard beam at a range of 800 yards and firing at own aircraft.  
Rear gunner at the same time sighted two more aircraft, identified as Ju,88s 
without lights, one dead astern at a range of 600 yards and the other one on 
the port quarter up at a range of 400 yards.  All three aircraft were firing at the 
same time and the Mid-Upper Gunner reported that his turret was hit and 
unserviceable after firing a short burst.  Rear Gunner gave pilot combat 
manoeuver to corkscrew at the same time firing at the aircraft which was dead 
astern.  The guns in the rear turret then ceased firing due to stoppages, two of 
which were later cleared by the Rear Gunner.  Combat manoeuver to corkscrew 
was continued and all enemy aircraft were lost to sight.  Own aircraft was not 
coned during attack but searchlights were active.  Mid-Upper Gunner was hit by 
machine gun fire in right arm and Rear Gunner was hit in the right leg and 
suffered graze.  Damage to own aircraft consisted of port and starboard 
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elevators, starboard mainplane and fuselage riddled.  Hits were claimed by Rear 
Gunner on one enemy aircraft. 

 
Own aircraft landed away at Marham and number of rounds fired not known. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAUQUIER, W/C John Emilius (C1399) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award 
effective 29 July 1942 as per London Gazette dated 4 August 1942 and AFRO 1413/42 dated 4 
September 1942.  Born 19 March 1909 in Ottawa.  Attended Ashbury College, Ottawa, 1919-
1928. Home in Toronto.  Served in Royal Highlanders of Canada, 1929 to 1931.  He was owner 
and operator, Commercial Airways, 1933-1937; owner and manager of Pro Products of Canada, 
1937-1939.  Enlisted in Toronto, 1 November 1939 as Pilot Officer and Temporary Flying Officer. 
To Station Camp Borden, 6 November 1939.  Attended Intermediate Flying Training course, 14 
November 1939 to 10 February 1940. Took Flying Instructor Course, 3 January to 6 February 
мфпл ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ά.έΦ  ¢ƻ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴΣ нл WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфплΦ  ¢ƻ /ŀƳǇ .ƻǊŘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 
12 February 1940.  Authorized to wear RCAF Wing, 19 February 1940. Took Advanced Flying 
Training course, 14 February to 2 March 1940.  To No.1 SFTS, Camp Borden, 16 June 1940. To 
¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴΣ ¢ƻƻƪ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CƭȅƛƴƎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпл ŀƴŘ ǊŀǘŜŘ ά!нϦΦ 
Promoted  Flight Lieutenant on 1 November 1940. To Station Trenton again, 22 November 
1940.  Flying Instructor course at Trenton, March 1941 and reclassƛŦƛŜŘ ά!-мΦέ ¢ƻ !CIvΣ мф !ǇǊƛƭ 
1941.  To Embarkation Depot, Halifax, 16 June 1941.  To Overseas, 18 June 1941.  To Central 
Landing Establishment, 7 July 1941.  To No.22 OTU, 16 August 1941. To No.405 Squadron, 20 
September 1941.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 13 December 1941.  Promoted Wing 
Commander, 23 March 1942. To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 8 August 1942, serving there to 
24 October 1942.  To No.6 Group Headquarters, 24 October 1942, serving there to 18 April 
1943.  To No.405 Squadron, 18 April 1943, serving there to 21 January 1944; promoted Group 
Captain, 1 August 1943.  To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 26 January 1944. To Station East 
Moor, 8 February 1944.  To No.6 Group Headquarters, 22 March 1944.  To No.62 Base and 
promoted Air Commodore, 28 June 1944.  To No.6 Group Headquarters again, 15 September 
1944.  Reverted to Group Captain and posted to No.617 Squadron, 28 December 1944. To RCAF 
Overseas Headquarters, 14 May 1945. To No.8 Aircrew Holding Unit, 4 June 1945. Repatriated 6 
October 1945.  To No.1 Air Command, Trenton, 17 October 1945.  Retired 4 December 1945.  
RCAF photo PL-31688 (ex UK-13566 dated 14 August 1944) shows him being invested by the 
King.  RCAF photo PL-32515 (ex UK-13798 dated 23 August 1944) shows him talking to the King; 
PL-32637 (ex UK-13759 dated 26 August 1944) is another view with the King.  PL-37203 with 
mother on repatriation, October  1945; also in PL-31382 and 31383; PL-31384 is  Fauquier and 
Slemon; PL-31385, Fauquier and G/C D.D. Millar.   RCAF photo PL-40162 (ex UK-16731 dated 21 
November 1944) shows (left to right), A/V/M C.M. McEwen (AOC No.6 Group, Air Commodore 
J.L Hurley (present commander, No.62 Base), Air Commodore A.D. Ross (former commander of 
base), and Air Commodore J.E. Fauquier (former commander, No.62 Base, holding official crest 
of base newly presented).  RCAF photo PL-40163 (ex UK16732 dated 21 November 1944 shows 
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(left to right), A/V/M C.M. McEwen (AOC No.6 Group, Air Commodore J.E. Fauquier (former 
commander, No.62 Base), Air Commodore J.L. Hurley (present commander, No.62 Base, holding 
official crest of base newly presented) and Air Commodore A.D. Ross (former commander of 
base).  See Tom Coughlin, The Dangerous Sky: Canadian Airmen in World War II, Miles 
Constable website http://www.constable.ca/caah/fauquier.htm  and lengthy obituary notice in 
Toronto Globe and Mail of 4 April 1981.  Died in Toronto, 3 April 1981 as per Airforce 
Magazine, Summer 1981.  Medals held in Canadian War Museum (AN 1985-0003-001). 
 

Throughout the many sorties in which he had participated this officer has 
displayed the highest quality of courage and leadership.  His ability and grim 
determination to inflict the maximum damage on the enemy have won the 
admiration of the squadron he commands.  Wing Commander Fauquier took 
part in the two raids on Essen when a thousand of our aircraft operated each 
time.  He is an exceptional leader. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9591 has recommendation drafted 5 June 1942 when he had 
flown 19 sorties (114 hours 31 minutes) by a Group Captain whose signature is illegible: 
 

Wing Commander Fauquier has now completed 19 sorties against the enemy 
and has shown the highest qualities of courage, leadership and determination.  
His ability, selflessness and grim determination to destroy the targets he sets 
out to attack have excited the admiration of the squadron he commands and 
this has stiffened the determination of all the aircrews to find and attack their 
targets, whatever the scale of opposition. 

 
Wing Commander Fauquier personally led his squadron on the two raids of the 
ά¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ tƭŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
following night, he again went out although physically and mentally tires after 
organising and leading the two previous operations.  For his courage, 
selflessness and high qualities of leadership, I recommend that he be given an 
immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
Air Vice-Marshal Tarr (Air Officer Commanding, No.4 Group) added his remarks on 7 June 1944: 
 

A born leader. Wing Commander Fauquier has shown the greatest courage 
during his entire operational tour  and by his skill, energy and fine example has 
brought his squadron up to a high operational standard.  I very strongly 
recommend him for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
FAUQUIER, W/C John Emilius, DFC (C1399) - Distinguished Service Order - No.405 Squadron - 
Award effective 31 August 1943 as per London Gazette dated 17 September 1943 and AFRO 
2198/43 dated 29 October 1943. 
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This officer is a first-class leader whose skilful and courageous example has 
proved most inspiring.  His sterling qualities were well illustrated during an 
operation against Peenemunde one night in August 1943, and again a few 
nights later in an attack against Berlin.  Wing Commander Fauquier has 
displayed boundless energy and great drive and has contributed, in a large 
measure, to the high standard of operational efficiency of the squadron he 
commands. 

 
FAUQUIER, G/C John Emilius (C1399) - Bar to Distinguished Service Order - No.405 Squadron - 
Award effective 19 March 1944 as per London Gazette dated 31 March 1944 and AFRO 921/44 
dated 28 April 1944. 
 

This officer has commanded the squadron with notable success during the past 
nine months.  He has frequently taken part in sorties against distant and well 
defended targets including several attacks on the German capital.  He is a 
forceful and gallant leader whose outstanding ability and unswerving devotion 
to duty have been reflected in the fine operational work performed by the 
whole squadron.  Group Captain Fauquier has set an example of the highest 
order. 

 
FAUQUIER, A/C John Emilius, DSO, DFC (C1399) - Mention in Despatches - No.6 Group - Award 
effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 337/45 dated 23 
February 1945. 
 
FAUQUIER, G/C John Emilius, DSO, DFC (C1399) - Second Bar to Distinguished Service Order - 
No.617 Squadron - Award effective 1 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 
1147/45 dated 13 July 1945. 
 

Since assuming command of the squadron in December 1944, this officer has 
taken part in almost all the sorties to which the formation has been committed.  
Early in February 1945, Group Captain Fauquier led the squadron in an attack 
on the U-Boat pens at Poortershaven.  Photographs obtained showed that the 
bombing was accurate and concentrated.  Since then, this officer has 
participated in a number of sorties during which the railway viaduct at 
Bielefeld, a railway bridge over the river Weser and a viaduct over a flooded 
meadow near to Ardbergen bridge were all rendered unusable by the enemy.  
By his brilliant leadership, undoubted skill and iron determination, this officer 
played a good part in the successes obtained.  He has rendered much loyal and 
valuable service. 

 
FAUQUIER, A/C J.E., DSO, DFC (C1399) - Chevalier of the Legion of Honour (France) - AFRO 
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485/47 dated 12 September 1947 and Canada Gazette dated 20 September 1947 
 
FAUQUIER, A/C J.E., DSO, DFC (C1399) - Croix de Guerre avec Palm (France) - AFRO 485/47 
dated 12 September 1947 and Canada Gazette dated 20 September 1947.  External Affairs file 
άCǊŜƴŎƘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ - tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ /ŀǎŜǎέ ό[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ 
RG.25, Box 4140) has the following citation which is peculiar in that the text bears little relation 
to his actual operations: 
 

Air Commodore Fauquier was Commanding Officer of operational units of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force which aided Free French Forces by supplying them 
with weapons, clothes and medical supplies. His efforts were responsible for 
the evasion of capture and escape of Allied airmen from Occupied Territories. 

Note: ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻΦплр {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜŎƻǊŘ .ƻƻƪΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
incomplete as of transcription on 22 December 2010.: 
 
Posted in 20 September 1941. 
 
10 October 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά²έ - Sergeant Williams, F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Donkin, Sergeant 
WŀƳŜǎΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ¢ŀǘǊƻΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ .ƻǳǊƎŜŀǳΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ 9ǎǎŜƴΦ  άtƻŎƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
Operation Order No.39.  Five crews detailed.  Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 2 x 250 (.025), two 
{Φ.Φ/Φ  !ƭƭ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ bƛŎƪŜƭǎΦ  Ψ²Ω ŀƴŘ ΨvΩ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΦ  ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōŀŘΥ уκмл ǘƻ млκмл 
cloud over the target areas with some breaks.  Between 0229 and 0305 from heights of 12,000 
to 15,500 feet all our aircraft attacked the target area and bursts were observed.  Some bombs 
ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊ ƛŎƛƴƎΦ  ΨvΩ ό{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘύ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ 9ǎǎŜƴΦ ΨDΩ ό{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ {ǳƎƎƛǘǘύ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ while 
returning by an electrical discharge which burned the trailing aerial but caused no other 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦέ 
 
12 October 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άIέ - S/L Bisset, F/L Fauquier, Sergeants Roy, Francis, Forbes, 
Pickard - target Nuremburg (1942-лопмύ άtƻŎƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ hǇŜǊŀǘion Order No.41.  Seven crews 
detailed. Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 1 x 250 (.025), twoS.B.C..  N-G-Q-R to carry cameras; W-
X-A Nickels.  Weather good on the trip with some haze on the target area.  Between 23330 and 
2359 hours, from heights 6,000 to 14,000 feet; only two aircraft attacked the target - ΨIΩ ό{κ[ 
bƛǎǎŜǘύ ŀƴŘ Ψ!Ω όtκh CǊƛȊȊƭŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƎŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
and marshalling yards; lights from the first were reflected onto the railway tracks to the north 
and two pillars of smoke reaching up to about 5,000 feet were seen and fires were visible 100 
ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦ   hǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ΨvΩ ƧŜǘǘƛǎƻƴŜŘ ōƻƳōǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
unidentified town near Aschaffenburg, the port engine cut out and there was no power on the 
return journey.  The river bend S.E. Altdorf and a locality believed to be Augsburg Machine 
Works was attacked; large fires were seen in this area, and also gutted factory buildings.  A 
photograph was taken by S/L Bisset and forwarded to Group Headquarters.  Of the remaining 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ 
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20 October 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target Emden.  F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Vautour, P/O Gibson, 
Sergeant Curtis, Sergeant Shaw, {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ tƛŎƪŀǊŘΦ  άtƻŎƪƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ hǊŘŜǊ bƻΦпрΦ  ¢ǿƻ 
crews detailed.  Bombload 1 x 1,000, 4r x 500, 2 x 250 (.025), two S.B.C. (No M.L.D.).  Weather 
7/10 cloud and haze made pinpointing difficult at 2045 hours, from 12,500 feet.  Only aircraft 
ά.έ (F/L Fauquier) made the attack and was not undul inconvenienced by flak, which was not 
with searchlights but on the barrage system.  IFF was used at one second intervals and aircraft 
was not caught by searchlights.  Bombs were believed to have fallen south of the river Ems, 
ƛƴŎŜƴŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǘŜΦέ 
 
31 October 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target Hamburg (1735-2307) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott, 
tκh DƛōǎƻƴΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ¢ŀǘǊƻΣ {ŜǊƎŜŜŀƴǘ {ƘŀǿΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΦ άtƻŎƪƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ hǊŘŜǊ 
No.49.  Nine aircraft detailed.  Bombload: 3 x 500, 1 x 250 M.L.D., 6 S.B.C. (360 lbs).  Aircraft G-
D-L-Q-P-U to carry cameras.  Weather 10/10 cloud for most of the trip, haze over target.  
Between 2036 and 2148 hours from heights 10,000 to 15,000 feet.  Seven aircraft attacked the 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  Ψ9Ω ǇƛƭƻǘŜŘ ōȅ tκh CǊƛȊȊƭŜΣ ΨDΩ ǇƛƭƻǘŜŘ ōȅ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ {ǳƎƎƛǘǘΣ Ψ[Ω ōȅ Cκ[ aŎ/ƻǊƳŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ.Ω όCκ[ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊύ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŘƻŎƪ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ IŀƳōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƳōǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊŜŀΦ  LƴŎŜōŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨDΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴǊoth of aiming point but in most cases results 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ  Ψ²Ω {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ΨvΩ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ψ5Ω {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ Iŀǎǎŀƴ 
attacked the area but cannot be said to have bombed the actual target, though saw a red glow 
through clouds which might ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƛƎ ŦƛǊŜΦ  ΨvΩ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ōƭǳŜ 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŜǾŀǎƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ  ΨtΩ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aŎ[Ŝƴƴƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƳ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ  /ŀƳŜǊŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
7 November 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target Berlin (2307-0803) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott, 
P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew.  Ten aircraft detailed but 
ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ άƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻƳōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōŀŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ млκмл Ŏƭƻud with few 
breaks.  Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 1 x 250 (.025), two S.B.C.  Fauquier, unable to find 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΣ άōƻƳōŜŘ YƛŜƭ ƛƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǿŜǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊΦ  
Incendiaries were seen turning from white to red.  The aircraft was heavily damaged by flak 
when caught by searchlights, but escaped, and port wing and tailplane were damaged by steel 
ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭŜǎ ƻƴ Iǳǘǘƻƴ /ǊŀƴǎǿƛŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜΦέ  hƴŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ 
 
22 December 1941 - detailed for operations but two crews (including Fauquier) cancelled (not 
explained in ORB). 
 
28 December 1941 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άCέ - Target Emden (1645-2120) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott, 
P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew. - άtƻŎƪƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
Order Mo.66 - Five aircraft detailed.  Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 2 x 250, 25 B.C.   Weather - 
Perfect over the target and snow showed up every visible feature in the moonlight.  A most 
successful attack on the target which was clearly identified.  Between 1854 and 1905 hours, 
from heights 12,000 to 16,000 feet, four aircraft bombed the docks.  Searchlights and flak 
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seemed to lack strength and purpose.  Two large fires were seen by one aircraft; sticks were 
dropped on the docks west of them and on railway bridges.   Nickels were dropped as briefed 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴ hƭŘŜƴōǳǊƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ΨCΩ όCκ[ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊύ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŀǊǊǎǳƳ ŀƴŘ Ψ¦Ω όCκ[ aŎ/ƻǊƳŀŎƪύ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ 
Emden and Ternmingten immediately oveǊ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀΦέ  hƴŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ 
 
7/8 January 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target St. Nazaire (1706-2236) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant 
{ŎƻǘǘΣ tκh DƛōǎƻƴΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ¢ŀǘǊƻΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ .ŜŀǊŜΣ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊΦ  άtƻŎƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
Operational Order No.68.  Five aircraft deǘŀƛƭŜŘΦ  .ƻƳōƭƻŀŘΥ ŦƻǳǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΤ Ψ.ΩΣ 
Ψ±ΩΣ ΨvΩΣ ΨbΩΤ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ Ψ·Ω ŀƴŘ ΨbΩ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ bƛŎƪŜƭǎΦ  м Ȅ мΣлллΣ п Ȅ рллΣ н Ȅ нрл ¢Φ5Φ ΦлнрΣ н Ȅ {Φ.Φ/Φ  
Weather - 3/10 cloud and ground haze over France.  Only in one case were dock features 
discernable.  Four aircraft from heights of 5,000 to 15,000 feet bombed the target area.  Bomb 
bursts were observed and incendiaries added to four or five small fires already burning on 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǿŜǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀΦ  Ψ·Ω ό{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴύ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ dock features and 
attacked in a glide from 5,000 feet.  Bomb burst in the dock area were followed by a blue 
explosion from a dock building.  The rear gunner (Sergeant Spencer-Mathews) machine-gunned 
ŘƻŎƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ Ψ±Ω ό{ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊύ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōƻƳōǎ ōŀŎƪ owing to wireless generator and 
ŀƴƻƳŜǘŜǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎΦ Ψ.ΩΦ ΨvΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIΩ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  bƛŎƪŜƭǎ 
were dropped as briefed in the triangle Ploermel-Vannes-St. Nazaire.  No casualties. 
 
17/18 January 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Bremen (1712-2306) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant 
Scott, P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew. No.405 detailed 
eight aircraft, one of which was reported missing.  There was thick cloud over the North Sea 
ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ άWέ όCŀǳǉǳƛŜǊύ ŜȄǇŜǊienced clear weather. Results were uncertain except for him, as he 
reported dropping his 4,000-ǇƻǳƴŘŜǊ άƛƴ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀέΦ 
 
21/22 January 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Bremen (1722-2325) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant 
Zimmerman, Sergeant Gardner, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Beare, Sergeant Brough.  Nine aircraft 
detailed nbut only four bombed primary, including Fauquier with a 4,000-lb bomb which he 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ άǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  hōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ŦƭŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ƭŀƴŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀǎǘΦέ 
 
26/27 January 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Hanover (1718-2346) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant Fast 
(?), Sergeant Gardner, Sergeant Allen,  Sergeant Beare, Sergeant Montgomery.  He had a 4,000-
lb bomb.   Unable to find primary, he recognized Bremen and dropped his bomb in built-up area 
N.W of ŎƛǘȅΦ  άCƭŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ  9ƴƎŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŀǎƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŦƛǊŜΦέ 
 
31 January-1 February 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Brest (1716-2350) - S/L Fauquier, W/C 
McMaster, Sergeants Gardner, Tatro, Beare, Spencer-Mathews.  Five aircraft detailed; his was 
the only one with a 4,000-lb bomb.  Unable to pinpoint Brest and brought his bomb home. 
 
14/15 February 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target Mannheim - his sortie was cancelled. 
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17 February 1942 - Fauquier assumed command of No.405 Squadron.  This was significant, 
coming as the squadron became largely RCAF.  Strength as follows: 
 
1 February 1942 - 9 RCAF officer aircrew, two RCAF officer ground crew, 65 RCAF NCO aircrew, 
217 RCAF ground crew, 11 RAF officer aircrew, one RAF officer ground crew, 69 RAF NCO 
aircrew, 265 RAF NCO ground crew (total 293 RCAF, 340 RAF). 
 
29 February 1942 - 16 RCAF officer aircrew, two RCAF officer ground crew, 69 RCAF NCO 
aircrew, 202 RCAF NCO ground crew, 12 RAF officer aircrew, one RAF officer ground crew, 39 
RAF NCO aircrew, 229 RAF NCO ground crew (total 289 RCAF, 281 RAF). 
 
18 February 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ά.έ - Target battleships at sea (1356-1726) - S/L Fauquier, 
Sergeants Hill, Gardner, Tatro, Beare, P/O Andrews.  Enemy ships not found 
 
3 March 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Renault Works, Paris - ten aircraft detailed and nine took 
part but his trip cancelled, altimeter unserviceable. 
 
9/10 March 1942 - ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ άWέ - Target Essen (1949-0148) - S/L Fauquier, Flight Sergeant Hill, 
Sergeant Gardner, Flight Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Beare, P/O Andrews.  Three aircraft 
(including his) carried 4,000-lb bombs; others had 2 x 1,000, 2 x 500, 4 x 250.  All carried Nickels 
and cameras.  WeathŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ рκмлΣ ǘƻǇǎ ŀǘ тΣллл ŦŜŜǘΦΦ  ά!ƭƭ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
captains were able to pinpoint water features and our aircraft were able to reach target greatly 
assisted in identifying Essen by the large number of flares so effectively dropped by aircraft of 
earlier sections reaching target.  A very successful attack was carried out. // Captains found five 
ƻǊ ǎƛȄ ōƛƎ ǊŜŘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƻƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦ  ΨWΩ ό{κ[ 
Fauquier) who later became involved in Ipswich balloon barrage and probably cut ballon adrift, 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƳōǎ ƻƴ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΦ Ψ!ΩΣ ΨbΩ ΨwΩ ŀƭƭ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƳōǎ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴ 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ΨbΩ όCƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ .ŀƭǘȊŜǊύ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŜƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƳƻƪŜ 
immediately south-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ YǊǳǇǇǎΦ Ψ²ΩΣ ΨaΩ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƳōǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŀǎƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ Ŧƭŀƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ΨbΩ ώ.ŀƭǘȊŜǊϐ ŀƴŘ ΨWΩ 
ώCŀǳǉǳƛŜǊϐ ƘŀŘ ƳƛƴƻǊ Ŧƭŀƪ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀƛƭŜǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻƳō ŘƻƻǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ψ²Ω ώP/O Taylor] 
ƘŀŘ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ  Ψ·Ω όCƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aƻǊǊƛǎύ ōƻƳōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘ-
west of town.  Oxygen supply and gyro defective.  Searchlights in target area exceeding 
numerous with cones up to 30.  Heavy flak was described only as moderate (though 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎύ ōǳǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ŧƭŀƪ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜΦ  ΨWΩΣ Ψ!ΩΣ Ψ²Ω ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƭŀǎƘƭŜǎǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ 
ǎƘŜƭƭ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨWΩ ŀƴŘ ΨwΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘǳƳƳȅ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  мр ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƛŎƪŜƭǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǎ 
instructed at briefing, estimated to havŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴ wǳƘǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ 
 
1 April 1942 - Should restart 1942 notes here. 
 
24 July 1943 - IŀƭƛŦŀȄ ά9έ - Target Hamburg (2201-0325) - C1399 W/C J.E. Fauquier, DFC, J8817 
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S/L P,G. Powell, DFC, J4780 S/L G.T. Pearson, DFC,  J10021 F/O J.G. Lowther, J17751 P/O J.R. 
Sipple, J15167 S/L J.H. Clark, DFC, 52286 P/O L.R. King, DFC.  Squadron detailed 15 aircraft (all 
ǎŀŦŜύΦ  Iƛǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƻǊƳ рпм ǊŜŀŘΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
cloud in target area.  Load was released at 0106 hours from 15,000 feet between two red 
Target Indicators.  Target could not be identified visually.  Aircraft returned to base 
ǳƴŘŀƳŀƎŜŘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ IŀƳōǳǊƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅκ!ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпо ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀƛŘǎ όƻŦ 
which there were four).  In these, No.405 SquŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
 
24/25 July 1943 - 15 aircraft detailed, 14 bombed, one early return; no losses. 
 
27/28 July 1943 - 14 aircraft detailed, 13 bombed, one early return, no losses 
 
29/30 July 1943 - 14 aircraft detailed, 12 bombed, two early returns 
 
2/3 August 1943 - 16 aircraft detailed - five bombed primary, two attacked targets of last 
resort, six jettisoned bombs without finding a target and three missing. 
 
17 August 1943 - IŀƭƛŦŀȄ άWέ - Target Peenemunde (2114-0441) - C1399 W/C J.E. Fauquier, DFC, 
J8817 S/L P,G. Powell, DFC, R76463 Flight Sergeant E.H. Anthony, J10021 F/O J.G. Lowther, 
J17751 P/O J.R. Sipple, J15167 S/L J.H. Clark, DFC, 52286 P/O L.R. King, DFC.  Squadron detailed 
12 aircraft; one missing.  His report in Form 541 readΥ ά±ƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀ 
with full moon and nil cloud.  Target was identified visually.  Whole target area was under visual 
observation from 0011 hours to 0055 hours.  Load was released at 0055 hours from 8,000 feet.  
!ƛƳƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘ Ψ.Ω ǿŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ  !ƛƳƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘ ΨwΩ ǿŀǎ 
ƎǳǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎŜŀ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ !ƛƳƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘ ΨCΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΦ  !ƛƳƛƴƎ 
tƻƛƴǘ Ψ9Ω ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ ŦƭŀƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Φ  .ƻƳō ōǳǊǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
outlining the whole peninsula.  Good fires enveloped all buildings.  The Target Indicators carried 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦέ 
 
Assumed command of No.405 Squadron, February 1942.  Relinquished command, August 1942 
on return to Canada, at which time the squadron paid the following tribute: 
 

Johnny leaves an envious record behind him...a record that not only will be an 
inspiration to those who will succeed him but one which will ever exist in the 
spirit of the squadron itself.  His daring exploits and undaunted leadership more 
than justified his recent award of the DFC. 

 
Various Notes: In application dated 18 September 1939 he stated he had already flown about 
2,000 hours - wheels, skiis and floats - on Moth, Rambler, Avian, Waco, Fairchild and Bellanca 
aircraft. 
 
wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƭȅƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΥ άCƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ  9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦέ ό{κ[ 
D. Edwards, 10 October 1940). 
 
Report on his Flying Instructor assessment, 20 March 1941, at Central Flying School, Trenton, 
indicated that his flying times were as follows: Single Engine, Solo - 480.15; Single Engine Dual - 
31.55; Twin Engine Solo - 79.15; Twin Engine Dual - 5.30.  He had been instructing at the Central 
CƭȅƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ рлл ƘƻǳǊǎύΦ ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŀǘ /C{ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦέ ό{κ[ DΦ5Φ aŀŎŀƭƭƛǎǘŜǊύΦ 
 
Selected Assessments: ά!ōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦ  Iŀǎ a capacity for work and can be 
depended upon to get a job done. Has a pleasant personality and a sterling character, 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŀōǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦέ ό¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴΣ ф 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфплύΦ 
 
ά9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƭȅƛƴƎ {chool.  An A-1 instructor 
who could always be relied on to organize and carry out a job effectively.  Well liked by those 
who worked under him. Requires additional administrative experience in the Service to round 
ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ ό{κ[ DΦtΦ 5ǳƴƭƻǇΣ /C{ ¢renton, 29 May 1941). 
 
ά²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ψ!ƛǊ LΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƳŜ ŀǘ bƻΦс 
DǊƻǳǇ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦέ όDκ/ /ΦΦ {ƭŜƳƻƴΣ 
SASO, No.6 Group Headquarters, 11 March 1943). 
 
ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦέ όDκ/ {Φ²Φ.Φ aŜƴŀǳƭΣ нн 
July 1943). 
 
ά! ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ  /ŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ όDκ/ DΦtΦ 5ǳƴƭƻǇΣ нс !ǇǊƛƭ мфппΣ ƴƻǘing that he had flown 1,500 hours, of 
ǿƘƛŎƘ мнс ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  !κ±κa 5Φ/Φ¢Φ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦέ 
 
ά!ƛǊ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ bƻΦсн όw/!Cύ .ŀǎŜ ƻƴ нуth June 1944.  He 
has had a brilliant operational record, having commanded No.405 (RCAF) Squadron in No.8 
Pathfinder Force Group for the duration of his second tour.  This officer has also had command 
of RCAF Station Eastmoor and held the position of Wing Commander Operations at this 
Headquarters prior to posting into his present appointment.  Air Commodore Fauquier is much 
above the average in his ability to fly, command and operate modern aircraft and is fully 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎŜΦέ  ό!κ±κa /ΦaΦ aŎ9ǿŜƴΣ bƻΦс DǊƻǳǇΣ ом !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
1944). 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAUROT, F/L Vincent Joseph James (J15479) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.226 Squadron - 
Award effective 8 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 11 August 1944 and AFRO 2101/44 
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dated 29 September 1944.  Born 1 January 1917 in Niagara Falls.  Home there.  Educated Mt. 
Carmel College, Ottawa.  Offered services to RAF in 1938 (education insufficient at that time).   
Enlisted Niagara Falls, 22 July 1940.  To No.7 EFTS (non-flying duties), 28 July 1940.  To No.2 ITS, 
31 August 1940; promoted LAC, 22 October 1940; to  No.1 EFTS, 22 October 1940; to No.2 SFTS, 
11 December 1940; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 21 February 1941. To Embarkation 
Depot, 4 March 1941; to RAF overseas, 25 March 1941.  To No.17 OTU, 22 April 1941. To 
No.226 Squadron, 31 July 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 September 1941.  Commissioned 1 
May 1942.  To No.1659 Conversion Flight, 19 October 1942.  To No.74 Wing, Calibration Flight, 
10 June 1943.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 27 September 1943 on reposting to No.226 
Squadron (but see sortie list). To Repatriation Depot, 29 February 1944.  Repatriated to Canada, 
12 March 1944.  To No.5 OTU, 21 April 1944 as Mitchell instructor.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 
1 April 1945.  To Station Suffield, 16 December 1945.  Reverted to Flight Lieutenant in postwar 
RCAF, 1 October 1946 (service number 19605).  To AFHQ, 25 August 1947 for special duties.  To 
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, 2 October 1947.  To AFHQ, 23 December 1947.  Promoted 
Squadron Leader. 1 June 1950.  To Air Transport Command Headquarters, Rockcliffe, 28 August 
1950. To Air Transport Command Headquarters, Lachine, 10 August 1951.  To RCAF Staff 
College, 9 September 1953.  To Recruiting Unit, Vancouver, 27 June 1954.  To AFHQ for duty in 
Indo-China, 2 August 1957.  To No.5 Air Division, Vancouver, 3 August 1958.  To Station Namao, 
25 September 1961.  Retired 19 July 1964.  Died in North Vancouver, 24 September 1987 as per 
British Columbia Vital Statistics. 
 

During his first tour of operations this officer completed several low level 
shipping attacks.  Now on his second tour he has continued to display 
outstanding courage and determination and under his leadership the crew have 
achieved many successes. 

 
NOTE:  Public Record Office Air 2/9633 has recommendation drafted 3 December 1943. The 
form itself indicates had flown 30 sorties (73 hours 15 minutes), but the sortie sheet itself 
shows 31 trips. 
 

9 August 1941 - Circus to Gravelines (1.15) - Bombs dropped 
10 August 1941 - Dunkirk (45 minutes) - Low level to Dunkirk Harbour, from Manston, 
attacking shipping; bombs dropped. 
12 August 1941  - Circus on Le Trait (1.00) - No bombs dropped. 
7 September 1941 - Operation of shipping (2.50) - Bombs dropped 
11 September 1941 - Operation of shipping (3.00) - Bombs dropped. 
15 October 1941 - Circus to Le Havre (3.15) - Bombs dropped. 
9 March 1942 - Sea search, dinghies (2.00) 
14 March 1942 - Le Havre (2.00) - Armed M.C. [merchant cruiser ?]; cloud over harbour; 
bombs dropped. 
15 March 1942 - Channel Islands (3.00) - A.M.C. [armed merchant cruiser ?]; not found; 
bombs not dropped. 
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25 March 1942 - Circus, Lille (30 minutes) - Recalled; bombs not dropped. 
27 Apriil 1942 - Circus on Flushing (1.50) - Bombs dropped. 
17 May 1942 - Circus on Boulogne (2.00) - Bombs dropped. 
31 May 1942 - Sea search, dinghies (1.30) - 35 miles from Dutch coast. 
5 June 1942 - Circus on Ostend (1.45) - Bombs dropped. 
20 July 1942 - Kuhlmann Chemical (2.00) - Low level, leading; bombs dropped. 
17 May 1943 - Ramrod to Dunkirk (1.40) - Four minutes from coast, turned back due to 
weather. 
18 August 1943 - Ramrod to Flushing (1.45) - Two minutes from coast, turned back due 
to weather. 
19 August 1943 - Ramrod to Lens (1.55) - Bombs dropped. 
28 September 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (1.30) 
15 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (1.45) 
20 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (4.00) 
21 October 1943 - Ramrod to Rouen (2.25) - Power station target; turned back three 
miles from French coast due to weather. 
24 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (2.15) 
24 October 1943 - Ramrod to Schipol, Holland (1.50) - Bombs dropped. 
5 November 1943 - Ramrod, Mimoyecoves (2.00) - Bombs dropped. 
10 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (1.55) - Leading six; bombs dropped. 
11 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (2.00) - Leading six; bombs dropped. 
19 November 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (3.00) 
25 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (1.55) - Leading six; bombs dropped. 
25 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (2.00) - Leading six; bombs dropped. 
26 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cherbourg (4.25) - No fighter cover; turned back. 
 
This officer has completed one tour of operations, including several low level 
shipping attacks, and is now in the middle of his second tour. He has proved 
himself to be an exceptional leader during high level formation sorties, and has 
always pressed home his attacks with the greatest determination, thereby being 
a source of inspiration to the other members of his squadron. 

 
The Station Commander (signature illegible) added, on 11 December 1943: 
 

This young officer is doing extremely well in every respect. His first tour was 
completed during a period of heavy losses. After excellent work at Operational 
Training Unit during his rest, he is now an outstanding captain and leader in his 
squadron. His experience and example have been of inestimable value to the 
numerous fresh crews in the squadron. His leadership is such that there is 
competition amongst crews for a position in his formation, which he leads 
remarkably well with the sole object of hitting the enemy as hard and frequently 
as possible. His level headed courage, his fine example and the service he has 
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given and is giving, deserve recognition in the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. 

 
On 20 December 1943, Air Vice Marshal Basil Embry wrote: 
 

I endorse this recommendation. This officer sets a high example to his squadron 
and well deserves the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
This was further endorsed by the Air Marshal (signature illegible) commanding Allied 
Expeditionary Air Force (1 January 1944) and by Air Chief Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory, Air 
Commander-in-Chief, Allied Expeditionary Air Forces (31 May 1944).  The delay between 
recommendation and gazetting is remarkable, as is the delay between 1 January and 31 May 
1944. 
 
Accidents: On 3 October 1941, No.226 Squadron, Long Kesh aerodrome, Blenheim Z7292. 
ά!ŦǘŜǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-point landing I ran about 100 yards at which point ran over the slight 
ǎƭƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ Ψ.Ω ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŜŘΤ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘΦ 
I slowly started to swerve off the runway, struck the soft shoulder.  The starboard wheel 
dropped into a sump [swamp?], the nose dug in as well as the starboard engine and [illegible].  
¢ƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΦέ  !ƛǊŦǊŀƳŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ repair 
but engines salvageable. 
 
At 1800 hours on 19 September 1943, Mitchell FV902, returning from sortie to Lens, five miles 
over the English coast the starboard engine cut and fire was seen coming from air intakes. 
Feathered the engine and made a single-engine landing at Kings North.  Crew were himself, 
139615 F/O D.G. Farquhar (navigator), 141758 P/O G.H. Lees (WOP/AG), 919436 Flight 
Sergeant F. Perrian (Air Gunner) and Lieutenant Commander Breedveld (Dutch co-pilot). 
 
Notes: Letter dated 8 March 1944 stated he had flown 41 sorties with No.226 Squadron 
(Blenheims, Bostons and Mitchells).  Non-operational tour with No.74 Wing had meant flying 
Spitfires and Hurricanes on RDF duties (41 trips or the equivalent of 20 sorties).  Service had 
included shipping strikes and low-level bombing in Channel ports. 
 
Application for Operational Wing: document submitted 17 May 1944, listing the following,  all 
with No.226 Squadron but not all agreeing with sortie list in DFC submission: 
 
5 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping strike, ships in convoy (1.15) 
10 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping strike, ships in convoy (45 minutes) 
12 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, Le Trait docks (1.00) 
7 September 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, ships in convoy (2.50) 
11 September 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, ships in convoy (3.00) 
15 October 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, docks and ships (3.15) 
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9 March 1942 - Boston - Sea search, lost dinghy, Dutch coast (2.00) 
14 March 1942 - Boston - Shipping, armed merchant cruiser (2.00) 
15 March 1942 - Boston - Shipping, armed merchant cruiser (3.00) 
25 March 1942 - Boston - Circus, Lille, recalled (30 minutes) 
27 March 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, power station, Ostend (2.00) 
24 April 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, docks at Flushing (1.50) 
17 May 1942 - Boston  - Ramrood, docks at Boulogne (2.00) 
31 May 1942 - Boston - sea search, lost dinghy (1.30) 
5 June 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, power station and docks (1.45) 
27 June 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, docks at Boulogne (2.20) 
20 July 1942 - Boston - low level Ramrod, Kuhlman Chemical Co. (2.00) 
* * * * *  
17 August 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Dunkirk docks (1.40) 
18 August 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Flushing docks (1.45) 
19 September 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Lens power plant (1.55) 
28 September 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (1.00) 
15 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (1.45) 
20 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (4.00) 
22 October 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, power station (2.15) 
24 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (2.15) 
24 October 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, aerodrome, Holland (1.50) 
5 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket guns (2.15) 
8 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacement (2.00) 
10 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, coastal guns (1.55) 
11 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, staff headquarters (2.00) 
19 November 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (3.00) 
25 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacements (1.55) 
25 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacements (2.00) 
26 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Cherbourg rockets (3.25) 
20 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne rocket (2.20) 
22 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne (2.35) 
23 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Dieppe (2.25) 
30 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Abbeville (2.20) 
5 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Rouen (2.50) 
6 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Abbeville (2.35) 
7 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne (2.50) 
25 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, St, Omen (1.50) 
 
Types Flown: A list dated 14 February 1957 gave his types as follows: 
 
Fleet Finch (68.55) 
Yale (12.10) 
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Harvard (66.30) 
Blenheim I (8.10) 
Blenheim IV (150.10) 
Boston (82.35) 
Tiger Moth (13.45) 
Master (45 minutes) 
Hurricane (77.25) 
Hornet Moth (21.15) 
Spitfire (4.00) 
Mitchell (768.35) 
Mosquito (20 minutes) 
Taylor Craft (55 minutes) 
Liberator (2.25) 
Anson (78.50) 
Beech (126.25) 
Norseman (4.05) 
Dakota (102.35) 
North Star (33.40) 
Piasecki (2.40) 
Canso (1.30) 
Stirling (30 minutes) 
Kittyhawk (3.15) 
 
Near the end of the war a document summarizing his flying listed the following: 
 
No.1 EFTS, Malton, Ontario: 24 October to 11 December 1940: Finch II: 27.35 dual, 22.00 solo 
plus 4.25 in Link 
 
No.2 SFTS, Uplands: 12 December 1940 to 21 February 1941: Yale aircraft: 4.15 day dual and 
4.45 day solo; Harvard aircraft: 34.40 day dual, 38.30 day solo, 1.45 night dual, 4.15 night solo 
plus ten hours in Link. 
 
Overseas Flying, 31 July 1941 to 30 July 1942, No.226 Squadron, Blenheim and Boston aircraft, 
35.15; dates for Mitchell not listed but hours flown on type were 56.40 operational. 
 
No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, July to December 1944: two hours by day solo on single-engine 
aircraft, 180 hours solo by day on multi-engine aircraft, 30 hours night solo on multi-engine 
aircraft. 
 
No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, January to June 1945: one hour 50 minutes at night at first pilot, two 
hours ten minutes at night as second pilot (single engine aircraft) - 8.25 as first pilot on multi-
engine aircraft, 4.35 as second pilot and two hours dual on multi-engine aircraft. 
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RCAF Detachment, Suffield, July to December 1945: 20.10 by day on single-engine aircraft; 150 
hours 30 minutes by day as first pilot on multi-engine aircraft, 31.20 by night on multi-engine 
aircraft. 
 
Selected Assessments: ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ Cƭȅƛng Officer Faurot showed very high 
qualities of enthusiasm, skill and leadership.  While mentally far more suited to operational 
ŦƭȅƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦέ όCκ[ 5Φ ¢ǊŀŎȅΣ bƻΦтп ²ƛƴƎ /ŀƭƛōǊŀǘƛƻƴ CƭƛƎƘǘΣ нс 
WǳƴŜ мфпоύΦ  ά! ƪŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴǘhusiastic officer who worked hard during the year he was with the 
ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦέ ό²κ/ /ΦCΦ tŜŀǊŎŜύΦ 
 
άIŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭǎΦ  wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ CƭȅƛƴƎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ǎǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ bƻΦр h¢¦Φέ ό{κ[ /Φ5Φ Banwell, 4 April 1944). 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǇǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǘƻǳǊǎ 
of daylight operations and has had previous experience as flight commander on an operational 
squadron.  He is a most efficient instructor ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŀƴƪΦέ 
(W/C W.H. Malkin, No.5 OTU, 21 July 1944). 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ όaƛǘŎƘŜƭƭǎύ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  IŜ 
has always carried on his duties in a very efficient manner. Strongly recommended for 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ !ŎǘƛƴƎ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ όtŀƛŘύΦέ  ό²κ/ IΦ aŀƭƪƛƴΣ bƻΦр h¢¦Σ ом aŀǊŎƘ 
1945) 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ Iƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
beginning  of the course indicated familiarity with service matters in general.  His exercises 
were submitted in a very neat fashion and were usually completed in a competent manner.  At 
times he experienced some difficulty in determining the relevancy or otherwise of material in 
some exercises.  He displayed keen interest in all phases of the course and was especially 
prominent in sports activities.  In syndicate exercisers he participated actively and was 
responsible for much of their successful completion.  He was assessed Average in service 
writing, ƭŀǿΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ w/!C ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦέ όнт 
October 1946, No.1 Composite Training School assessment) 
 
ά[ƛŀƛǎƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ - This officer has been assessed only on his specialist duties performed at 
DIDand not on his professional capabilities.  Without previous experience in Headquarters 
administration he has rapidly become conversant with inter-service routine.  He is clean-cut, 
keen and intelligent, has a pleasant personality and is a good mixer. Is stable financially and 
spiritually.  Displays a great interest in sports both as a participant and as spectator.  While 
successful in the role of Liaison Officer it is considered that he could with equal success perform 
ǘƘŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘΦέ  (Lieutenant-Colonel H.A. Decellier, 
AFHQ, 20 October 1948). 
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ /ƘƛŜŦ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
Lachine. He has received considerably less than the normal direction which a CadO should have.  
In a situation where he was serving either a new Commanding Officer, an Acting Commanding 
Officer, or a Commanding Officer whose main time was spent receiving air training, most of the 
administrative responsibility for Station Lachine fell on his shoulders.  From the observations 
which I have been able to make in the short time he worked for me, I feel that he did a 
remarkable good job, all things considered.  I know that there was a clash of personalities 
between this officer and W/C Douglas, the previous Station Commander.  My inclination is to 
support S/L Faurot in any instance where this clash in viewpoint may be reflected in 
assessments on S/L Faurot.  In my opinion he worked willingly and hard and well deserves 
credit for much which has been achieved in the growth of Station Lachine. In view of the short 
space of time that he was under my command, it is recommended that promotion considered 
be based on previous assessments but that account be taken of the fact that a personality clash 
did exist between this officer and the previous Station Commander. My impression is that he is 
ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ǊŀƴƪΦέ ό²κ/ 9ΦwΦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀŎƘƛƴŜΣ нм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
1953). 
 
ά{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ CŀǳǊƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻƴ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŦŀǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜd from 
normal RCAF employment.  He has, however, proved himself to be willingly adaptable.  
Squadron Leader Faurot is by nature friendly and gregarious.  He will go out of his way to merit 
the friendship of others. He is perhaps a little over-sensitive in this regard.  He is tactful and 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ  {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ CŀǳǊƻǘΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
smart-looking officer.  This officer is ast his best when given an independent task which will 
keep him busy. He has his own ideas of how a job should be done and applies himself 
ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΦ IŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊƛƭȅΦέ όƘŀƴŘ-
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ a//5Σ {ŀƛƎƻƴΣ WǳƴŜ мфруΣ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά[ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-Colonel W. 
Wobber, Assistant aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΣέ ƻƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴέύΦ 
 
ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ CŀǳǊƻǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ Ƨƻō Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
management of the RCAF contribution to the British Columbia Provincial National Exhibition. 
Last year he was chairman of the tri-service committee.  He has considerable enthusiasm for 
this task and the effectiveness and success of the Armed Forces Display is largely due to his 
efforts, sometimes rather at the expense of other service duties.  This officer presents a good 
experience, enjoys meeting strangers and is suitable for public relations, air cadet work or in a 
ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦέ  ό²κ/ ²ΦaΦ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ мм !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфсмύΦ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAUX, Sergeant Allan Walter (R52194) - Mention in Despatches - Linton-on-Ouse - Award 
effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1600/45 dated 12 October 
1945.  Born 23 March 1916.  Home in Toronto. Enlisted 18 November 1939, London as Aero 
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Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 12 January 1940.  Promoted AC1, 
нф CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфплΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ [!/Σ м WǳƴŜ мфплΦ  tƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άwέ όwƻŎƪŎƭƛŦŦŜ ΚύΣ ол WǳƴŜ мфплΦ  
tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ м Wǳƭȅ мфпмΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нт 
March 1943.  Repatriated to Canada, 18 June 1945 for Tiger Force preparations.  To No.8 OTU, 
19 June 1945.  To Station Greenwood, 31 July 1945.  Served there until 4 September 1945.  
Released 7 September 1945.  Died 6 October 2005 at Perth-on-Tay, Ontario as per Royal 
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ and Legion Magazine of March/April 2006. AFRO gives 
unit only as "Overseas"; DHist file 181.009 D.1725 (PAC RG.24 Vol 20607) has list of MiDs this 
date with unit. DHist file 181.009 D.1719 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20606) has recommendation 
forwarded 3 February 1945 stating he was then a Fitter IIE and had served 42 months in 
Canada, 21 months overseas. 
 

This NCO is a fine outstanding man.  His work as an NCO and tradesman has 
been of the highest calibre.  On numerous occasions aircraft have taken off on 
operations due to the ability of this NCO.  He is like and respected by all those 
with whom he works. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAWCETT, W/C George Maurice (C1563) - Member, Order of the British Empire - AFHQ - Award 
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 
1946.  Born in Calgary, 1 March 1909; educated at University of Manitoba.  Canadian Pacific 
deckhand, July to December 1925 and March 1926 to February 1927; Cadet and Radio Officer 
with Canadian Pacific Steamships, February 1927 to August 1931. Indo-China S.N. Company 
(Hong Kong), September 1931 to March 1934 (third and second mate).  Reuters Limited, Hong 
Kong, May 1934 to February 1936 (radio station installation and operation). Employed from 
May 1936 onwards by RCA Victor, Montreal as Radio Engineer; Associate Member of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers since 1934.  Enlisted in Montreal, 29 December 1939.  To No.1 WS, 
Trenton, 15 January 1940; to No.1 WS, Montreal, 22 February 1940 . To No.120 Squadron, 
Jericho Beach as Signals Officer, 25 March 1940.  To be Station Signals Officer for Patricia Bay, 
June 1940.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 November 1940.  Attached to RAF overseas, 12 
December 1940 to 22 May 1941 (radar courses at No.1 Radar School, Yatesbury to January 
1941 followed by attachment to Air Ministry while obtaining operational radar experience).  
While there he participated in three operational sorties in No.172 Squadron Whitley aircraft 
from RAF Station Limavady (eight hours each, April 1941) and two in No.210 Squadron 
Sunderlands, Station Oban (March 1941, 12-hour flights - employed in dual role of Observer 
and Special Assistant on newly installed radar equipment under instructions from Air Ministry.   
To Station Rockcliffe, 22 May 1941.   To Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 24 June 1941 
όǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŀŘŀǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘύΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦмн ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ нф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпм όά/ŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎέύΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ м CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
мфпнΦ   ¢ƻ !CIvΣ мс bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпн όά9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ in various engineering appointments including 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέύ   tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ м !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ 
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Retained in postwar RCAF as Wing Commander.  To RCAF Staff College, 21 March 1947. To 
AFHQ, 21 September 1947 (Director of Development, Armament, Radio Photography).  To 
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, 10 December 1947 (Chief Signals Officer).  Promoted Group 
Captain, 1 January 1950.  To Air Material Command Headquarters, 2 March 1950 (Senior 
Telecommunications Officer).  To AFHQ, 15 August 1952 (Officer in charge of RCAF Section, 
Pinetree Project).  Received Queen's Coronation Medal, 4 November 1953, when he was back 
at AFHQ.  To Air Material Command Headquarters, 21 October 1954 (Senior 
Telecommunications Staff Officer).   Retired 11December 1962. Died in Victoria, British 
Columbia, 13 January 1977 as per British Columbia Vital Statistics. 
 

This officer displayed keen initiative in the development of radar equipment for 
use in the Royal Canadian Air Force.  His excellent judgement and diligence 
exercised in the establishment of such systems have resulted in increased 
effectiveness of operational squadrons in this country.  By his complete devotion 
to duty and willingness to accept any responsibility, this officer has set a fine 
example for all personnel with whom he has served. 

 
IŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ мм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпо ōȅ ²κ/ ²Φ!Φ !ŎǘƻƴΣ άCƻǊ 
ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ w/!C ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦέ  Iƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
AFHQ/AMAE/DRE.  Supported by A/V/M A. Ferrier (11 September 1943) but did not reach 
Priority List for New Year 1944 awards. 
 
Recommended again (this time for an OBE), 1 March 1944 by W/C H.A. Robinson, A/DREE, as 
follows: 
 

This officer displayed keen initiative in the development of radar equipment for 
use in the Royal Canadian Air Force.  His excellent judgement and diligence 
exercised in the establishment of such systems have resulted in increased 
effectiveness of our operational squadrons in this country. 

 
This was supported by Ferrier but again did not reach Priority Lists. 
 
Selected Assessments: ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 
abundance of sound experience. He is a hard worker, clever ans has a retentive mind. Has many 
years experience at sea and is familiar with the West Coast. Recommended for Flying Boat 
{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘΦ IŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΦέ  ό{κ[ IΦ.Φ 
Godwin, Chief Instructor, No.1 WS, Montreal, 18 March 1940). 
 
A letter on file (31 January 1942, G/C R.E. McBurney, D of S to AMAS, regarding his suitability 
for accelerate promotion, bears upon radar development in Canada: 
 

1. This officer was one of three officers who were specially selected because of 
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their outstanding qualifications, both technically and otherwise, to attend a 
special course on RDF in England in 1940.  These officers proved so outstanding 
that Air Ministry arranged special courses for them, far exceeding the usual 
instruction given to the average radio officer. 

 
2. Upon his return to Canada, Flight Lieutenant Fawcett gave immediate 
indication of his initiative, leadership and outstanding technical ability.  After 
investigating the NRC Research programme being conducted for the RCAF, the 
position of the United States on RDF equipment and the production capabilities 
of Research Enterprises Limited, this officer strongly advocated that the RCAF 
should proceed with the immediate production of a Canadian prototype of the 
latest RAF CHL receiver.  He considered the NRC development would take longer 
than forecast.  This was done and, as a result, we are now in production on 
equipment which can be used, whereas the Research programme will not be 
completed for several months yet. 

 
3. I consider that this officer has shown, throughout his career in the RCAF, 
continued evidence of above average ability, reliability and judgement, and 
strongly recommend his accelerated promotion to Squadron Leader.  The 
position to be filled by him upon completion of his development work at R.E.L. is 
that of Radio Officer at Western Air Command Headquarters, which calls for a 
Squadron Leader. 

 
Evaluation of 19 July 1943 by W/C W.A. Acton - άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ w5C 
ground engineering, this officer has recently assumed responsibilities for airborne RDF 
engineŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAWCETT, P/O Herbert Andrew (J86875) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.139 Squadron - 
Award effective 27 October 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2637/44 dated 
8 December 1944.  Born Yorkshire, 12 November 1922.  Home Ramsey, Hertfordshire (also 
given as Huntington, Quebec).  Enlisted in Montreal 9 October 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 9 
October 1941. To No.31 BGS, 10 November 1941.  To No.5 ITS, 21 December 1941. Promoted 
LAC, 27 February 1942. To No.20 EFTS, 14 March 1942;  graduated 22 May 1942 and posted 
next day to No.3 SFTS; graduated 11 September 1942 and promoted Sergeant.  To No.3 AOS, 30 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ р WǳƴŜ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ¦ƴƛted Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Commissioned 
1 June  1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 6 September 1944.  Repatriated to Canada, 5 August 
1945.  Released 13 September 1945, retiring to Huntingdon, Quebec. 
 

One night in September 1944, Pilot Officer Fawcett was detailed to attack Berlin.  
During the bombing run the aircraft was illuminated by searchlights and 
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subjected to heavy anti-aircraft fire.  Despite this, Pilot Officer Fawcett 
maintained a steady run.  His aircraft was hit, however, and sustained much 
damage.  The hydraulic system was put out of action and the port engine 
rendered useless.  Nevertheless, this pilot turned for home and eventually flew 
his damaged aircraft to an airfield in this country and effected a safe landing with 
the undercarriage retracted.  This officer has completed very many sorties, 
fourteen of them against the German capital.  He has invariably displayed 
outstanding courage and devotion to duty. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9160 has recommendation drafted 15 September 1944 when 
he had flown 53 sorties (183 hours 15 minutes).  Sortie list (all on Mosquitos) and submission as 
follows: 
 

22 March 1944 - Berlin (4.40) 
24 March 1944  - Berlin (5.10) 
29 March 1944  - Kiel (3.45) 
8 April 1944  - Essen (2.55) 
10 April 1944   - Hanover (3.10) 
11 April 1944   - Hanover (4.05) 
17 April 1944   - Cologne (2.40) 
18 April 1944   - Berlin (4.35) 
21 April 1944   - Cologne (2.35) 
22 April 1944   - Dusseldorf (3.00) 
24 April 1944   - Dusseldorf (2.25) 
26 April 1944   - Essen (3.10) 
28 April 1944   - Hamburg (3.40) 
1 May 1944  -  Ludwigshafen (3.25) 
3 May 1944  -  Ludwigshafen (3.35) 
6 May 1944  -  Ludwigshafen (3.10) 
8 May 1944  -  Osnabruck (3.00) 
10 May 1944   - Ludwigshafen (3.20) 
12 May 1944   - Brunsbuttel (3.15) 
14 May 1944   - Cologne (2.20) 
26 May 1944   - Ludwigshafen (3.15) 
27 May 1944   - Dusseldorf (2.20) 
28 May 1944   - Ludwigshafen (3.30) 
30 May 1944   - Leverkusen (2.25) 
3 June 1944  -  Ludwigshafen (3.35) 
5 June 1944  -  Osnabruck (2.55) 
6 June 1944  -  Ludwigshafen (3.20) 
9 June 1944  -  Berlin (4.15) 
11 June 1944   - Berlin (4.35) 
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14 June 1944   - Gelsenkirchen (2.40) 
16 June 1944   - Sterkrade (2.30) 
22 June 1944   - Hamburg (4.00) 
28 June 1944   - Saarbrucken (3.15) 
30 June 1944   - Homberg (2.30) 
5 July 1944  -  Sholven (2.30) 
16 July 1944   - Homberg (2.30) 
18 July 1944   - Berlin (4.20) 
20 July 1944   - Hamburg (3.20) 
21 July 1944   - Berlin (4.40) 
23 July 1944   - Berlin (4.40) 
25 July 1944   - Stuttgart (3.40) 
27 July 1944   - Stuttgart (4.00) 
28 July 1944   - Hamburg (3.40) 
6 August 1944   - Cologne (2.35) 
10 August 1944  - Berlin (4.20) 
11 August 1944  - Berlin (4.30) 
13 August 1944  - Hanover (3.25) 
14 August 1944  - Berlin (4.15) 
17 August 1944  - Mannheim (3.20) 
18 August 1944  - Cologne (2.50) 
6 September 1944  - Hamburg (3.30) 
9 September 1944  - Brunswick (3.30) 
11 September 1944  - Berlin (4.40) 
 
On the night of the 11/12th September 1944, this officer was the captain of an 
aircraft detailed to attack Berlin in the role of marker with special equipment. 

 
Whilst on the bombing run the aircraft was coned by searchlights and hotly 
engaged  by the flak defences of this heavily defended target.  Undeterred, Pilot 
Officer Fawcett carried on with his bombing run taking no evasive action in order 
to ensure the accuracy of his marker Target Indicators.  However, just as he was 
about to open the bomb doors a burst of heavy flak hit the aircraft damaging it 
seriously and putting the hydraulic system and port engine out of action. Pilot 
Officer Fawcett attempted to open the bomb doors using the emergency 
method but this had no effect so he was faced with a long flight back to this 
country on one engine and still with his bomb load on board.  By skilful piloting, 
Pilot Officer Fawcett succeeded in bringing the aircraft back to this country 
although at one time it appeared as if he would have insufficient petrol owing to 
one of his tanks being holed.  He arrived over the coast with 20 gallons of petrol 
left and decided to make an emergency landing at Woodbridge.  On arrival there 
he received permission to land and attempted to lower his undercarriage by the 
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emergency method but found that this also had been put out of action. 
 

He was then faced with the decision as to whether to crash land the aircraft with 
the bomb load still on or to bale out.  He decided to crash land the aircraft and 
this he did on he grass overshoot portion of Woodbridge. 

 
Pilot Officer Fawcett has now carried out 53 sorties with this squadron, many of 
these in the role of marker with special equipment.  Fourteen of these sorties 
have been against Berlin. 
For the outstanding courage and devotion to duty displayed by this officer in the 
above circumstances I strongly recommend the immediate award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FAWCETT, F/L Roswell John (J22867) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award 
effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13 
July 1945.  Born Toronto, 21 May 1918;  home there; accountant, ex-RCA.  Enlisted Toronto 11 
March 1942.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 12 April 1942; to  No.1 ITS, 1 August 1942; graduated 25 
September 1942 when promoted LAC;  to  No.1 BGS, 26 September 1942; graduated 20 
November 1942 and next day posted to No.8 AOS; graduated and commissioned 8 January 
мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ но WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоΤ ǘƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нр WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ 
Flying Officer, 8 July 1943.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 8 January 1945.  Repatriated 18 June 
мфпр ŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ά¢ƛƎŜǊ CƻǊŎŜέ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΦ ¢ƻ 5ŜōŜǊǘΣ мф WǳƴŜ мфпрΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ strength of 
that station to 10 September 1945.  Retired 16 September 1945.  Rejoined RCAF in rank of 
Sergeant, 27 May 1952 (Signals, 47448).  No citation other than "completed...numerous 
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost 
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty".  DHist file 181.009 D.2610 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has 
recommendation dated 21 January 1945 when he had flown 32 sorties (183 hours 40 minutes), 
22 October 1943 to 15 October 1944.  This tour has some large gaps - no sorties between 22 
November 1943 and 21 January 1944 or between 6 June and 27 August 1944. 
 

This officer, as Air Bomber in heavy bomber aircraft, has participated in thirty-
two attacks against enemy targets, many of which have been against the heavily 
defended areas of industrial Germany, including three attacks on the capital of 
the Reich.  He is a most competent, skilful and efficient air bomber who has at all 
times shown great devotion to duty and has ensured that his attacks were 
delivered where they were calculated to do the maximum of damage.  On all 
occasions he has shown a cheerful co-operation with his crew and with his 
section leader to whom he was of great assistance.  By his example of cheerful 
devotion to duty he has inspired his crew and the other air bombers of the 
squadron... 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
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22 October 1943 - Kassel (7.00) 
3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.10) 
18 November 1943 - Mannheim (7.25) 
19 November 1943 - Leverkusen (6.25) 
22 November 1943 - Berlin (8.00) 
21 January 1944 - Magdeburg (7.35) 
15 February 1944 - Berlin (7.30) 
2 March 1944 - Meulen les Mereaux (5.15) 
22 March 1944 - Frankfurt (7.05) 
24 March 1944 - Berlin (7.30) 
9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.35) 
10 April 1944 - Ghent (4.25) 
18 April 1944 - Le Bourget (5.50) 
20 April 1944 - Mons (4.30) 
22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.40) 
24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (7.00) 
10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.05) 
19 May 1944 - Le Clipon (3.00) 
24 May 1944 - Aachen (4.55) 
27 May 1944 - Bourge Leopold (5.05) 
31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (5.05) 
5 June 1944 - Merville-Franceville (4.45) 
6 June 1944 - Conde sur Noireau (6.10) 
27 June 1944 - Marquis (3.30) 
28 June 1944 - La Rochelle (6.30) 
15 September 1944 - Oslo (6.25) 
24 September 1944 - Calais (4.10) 
27 September 1944 - Sterkrade (4.40) 
4 October 1944 - Oslo (6.50) 
12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.55) 
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50) 
15 October 1944 - Wilhelshaven (5.50) 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAWTHORP, F/O Donald Arthur (J29737) - Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 with Palm (deceased) - 
Awarded 17 July 1948 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 455/48 dated 23 July 1948.  
Born Cornwall, Ontario, 8 October 1922.  Home there; ex-Northern Electric.  Enlisted in 
Montreal, 15 August 1941.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 31 August 1941. Posted to RCAF Base 
Trenton, 26 September 1941; to No.5 ITS, 10 November 1941. Promoted LAC, 2 January 1942. 
To No.14 EFTS, 3 January 1942. To No.11 SFTS, 29 March 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 17 July 
1942. To No.1 Flying Instructor School, 16 August 1942.  Deemed to be poor instructor material 
and recommended for Staff Pilot duties.  To Station Mountain View, 5 October 1942 and 
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ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ bƻΦс .D{Φ  /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ мм WǳƴŜ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ нп CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфппΦ  
Embarked from Canada, 10 April 1944, being taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, that 
day.  Disembarked in Britain, 18 April 1944.  To No.5 (P) AFU, 23 May 1944. To No.57 OTU, 19 
September 1944. To No.83 Group Service Unit, 11 December 1944.  To No.421 Squadron, 22 
December 1944.  Killed in action with No.421 Squadron, 11 March 1945, Spitfire RK910.  
Returning from a sortie and just after crossing Allied lines he radioed that his engine had 
stopped.  The squadron had just begun a descent into cloud and had to continue until breaking 
clear at 2,000 feet.  He appears to have lost control (possibly panicked) while trying to fly on 
instruments in the cloud and crashed.  The Accident Investigation Report turned up evidence of 
the engine being in dreadful condition - an accident waiting to happen.  S/L W.B. Boggs (Chief 
¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ bƻΦмнт ²ƛƴƎύ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŘǎ ƘŀŘ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 
and that the supercharger was completely unserviceable, due to worn bearings, and that the 
induction system was full of fine aluminum dust from the supeǊŎƘŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƛƴƎΦέ  .ǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ 
Belgium.  At the time of his death he had flown 1,225 hours 20 minutes (100 hours on Spitfires 
and 70 hours in previous six months) and was described by his Commanding Officer (S/L J.D. 
.ǊƻǿƴŜύ ŀǎ άōŀǊŜƭȅ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΥ фсллл wƻȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ 
Fawthorp (RCAF overseas) and Nursing Sister Jesse Ann Fawthorp (No.12 Canadian General 
Hospital) as well as two other brothers and one other sister. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FAY, Flight Sergeant Arthur Edward (R61629) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.78 Squadron - 
Award effective 21 January 1943 as per London Gazette dated 5 February 1943 and  AFRO 
757/43 dated 30 April 1943.  Born 26 December 1920.  Home in Lebret, Saskatchewan.  
Student.  Enlisted in Regina, 21 June 1940.  To No.2 ITS, 30 June 1940.  Promoted LAC, 17 
August 1940; to No.1 WS, 18 August 1940; to No.2 BGS, 20 December 1940; graduated and 
promoted Sergeant, 20 January 1941.  To Embarkation Depot, 30 January 1941; to RAF 
overseas, 2 March 1941.  Shot down 11 August 1942 but evaded capture and returned to 
Britain via Gibraltar on 7 November 1942.   To Home Establishment, 9 December 1942 for 
retraining as pilot. To No.2 ITS, 22 January 1943. To No.15 EFTS, 3 April 1943. To No.4 SFTS, 29 
May 1943.  Qualified as pilot and commissioned 17 September 1943. It is unclear as to further 
movements and retirement, but rejoined RCAF as a pilot on short service commission, 21 
October 1950 (service number 33297).  Died 30 January 2002 in Westbank, British Columbia as 
ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of November/December 
2002. No citation - "member of aircraft crew...displayed great gallantry and determination in 
attacks against targets in enemy occupied territory."  Ian Tavender records, in The 
Distinguished Flying Medal Register for the Second World War (London, Savanah Publications, 
2000) the following recommendation as found in Public Record Office Air 2/4937; Fay was 
reported as having flown 23 sorties (126 hours). 
 

Flight Sergeant Fay was the Wireless Operator/Air Gunner in an aircraft which 
took off from Middleton St.George at 2100 hours on 11th August 1942 to bomb 
Mainz. After completing the operation, the aircraft was attacked and the crew 
were forced to bail out.  Flight Sergeant Fay showed determination and courage 
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in evading capture and eventually arrived safely back in this country.  I 
recommend the award of the Distinguished Flying Medal. 

 
Public Record Office WO 208/3311 has his MI.9 report of evasion based on interview of 8 
November 1942; he had left Gibraltar and arrived at Portreath on 7 November 1942. 
 

I took off from Middleton-St.George at 2100 hours on 11 August 1942 to bomb 
Mainz.  After completing the operation we were attacked on the way back.  I had 
to bale out at 0230 hours, landing north of Heyst-Opden-Berg (Belgium), 14 
miles east-northeast of Malines.  The rest of the crew were:- 

 
WO Lunan (pilot) ώ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ ²h ²Φ9Φ [ǳƴŀƴΣ w/!CΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘϐ 
Sergeant Dickenson (second pilot) 
Flight Sergeant Jupp (navigator) [Transcriber: FS L.C. Jupp, RCAF, POW] 
Sergeant Howes (bombardier) [Transcriber: FS J.K. Howes, RCAF, POW] 
Flight Sergeant Wyatt (tail gunner) and 
Sergeant Scotland (engineer). 
Local inhabitants reported that three were killed and three taken P/W. 

 
I landed in open country with a slightly twisted ankle.  After hiding my parachute 
and Mae West I walked off northwards about two miles into a wood, where 
some children discovered me at about 1000 hours.  They fetched their parents, 
who brought me food and found me a better hiding place.  During the following 
night they took me into their house out of the rain.  Meanwhile they arranged 
for a school teacher who spoke English to visit me at 2300 hours.  I went off with 
this man on a bicycle to a farm where I stayed for two days, after first recovering 
the parachute on the way. 

 
I was then brought into contact with an organisation through which I returned to 
the United Kingdom. 

 
Public Record Office WO 40/258 has an AI (K) report dated 11 November 1942 noting that he 
had trained at No.19 OTU.  The aircraft was Halifax T1061, taking off from Middleton St. George 
at 2100 hours to attack Mainz.  Attacked by a night fighter and crashed twelve miles northeast 
of Malines.  Fay was Wireless Operator. 
 

The target was reached without incident and the bombs dropped from 6,000 
feet exactly on ETA.  Very little flak or searchlight interference was experienced 
over the target. 

 
The aircraft was routed to return via Holland, and some time after leaving the 
target while at 10,000 feet was suddenly caught by a large concentration of 
searchlights and a lot of flak starting.  It was assumed that they were somewhat 
off track, and had inadvertently flown over Cologne. 
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¢ƘŜ ²κht ŀǎƪŜŘ άDέ DǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƛȄΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ²ht ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛll 
sending the signal, three heavy shells burst simultaneously under the aircraft.  
The port inner engine immediately stopped and caught fire.  The port outer 
engine stopped.  The inter-com became unserviceable, as also the lighting.  The 
nose of the aircraft was smashed in.  The radio was hit by splinters and became 
unserviceable.  Some electrical equipment started to burn.  The bomb aimer was 
wounded in the leg.  In addition to which the pilot said he thought the rudders 
had been shot away.  All the crew immediately got ready to bale out. 

 
The fire inside the aircraft was put out, and the pilot operated the fire 
extinguisher to the engine, and the fire died down.  The aircraft lost height to 
2,000 feet but still the pilot kept going.  From time to time the port outer engine 
started for a short while but produced no power.  With the nose of the aircraft 
smashed in, it was devilishly cold and unpleasant. 

 
The pilot managed to keep going with only the two starboard engines 
serviceable, and as height was being maintained, it looked as though he might be 
able to bring the aircraft home, but after 20 minutes, a night fighter attacked 
from in front and below and damaged the port wing.  The pilot still carried on 
and about five minutes later the night fighter again attacked from the same 
position, and raked the fuselage. 

 
Flight Sergeant Fay was standing near the pilot and as far as he knows, no one 
was wounded, but the aircraft must have been further damaged as the pilot 
instructed him by signs to warn the crew to bale out. 

 
Flight Sergeant Fay handed the pilot his parachute, and after telling the 
Navigator and the Bomb Aimer who were in the front to jump out, he warned 
the Engineer, who was changing over the petrol cocks, and after passing word to 
the Rear Gunner, Flight Sergeant Fay baled out by the rear parachute exit at 
about 1,000 feet, the second pilot standing immediately behind him ready to 
jump.  By this time the port wing was well alight. 

 
Flight Sergeant Fay landed twelve miles northeast of Malines and slightly twisted 
his left ankle. 

 
The aircraft crashed and blew up about three miles southeast of where he 
landed, and he assumes that it had been uncontrollable and turned through 180 
degrees. 

 
Flight Sergeant Fay buried his parachute and Mae West under some refuse in a 
ŦƛŜƭŘΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ άōƻȄέ ŀƴŘ άǇǳǊǎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ 

 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



Before takeoff he checked the IFF and TR.1335 detonators, and saw that these 
were in order, and assumed they would have detonated when the aircraft 
crashed. 

 
Flight Sergeant Fay was loud in his praise of the way that Warrant Officer Lunan 
managed to fly the aircraft after it had been so severely damaged.  As far as he 
ƪƴƻǿǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ²ŀǊǊŀƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ [ǳƴŀƴΩǎ нсth operation. 

 
While in Belgium he came in contact with a man who had been working on the 
Antwerp aerodrome, who told him that at the time of the Dieppe raid 78 fighters 
took off during the day from Antwerp/Deurne aerodrome.  Of these, 42 
returned, only two of which were undamaged. 

 
In Brussels he watched Evere aerodrome from a point of vantage between the 
18th and 25th August, and noticed that a Ju,88 came in to land every day between 
15/1600 hours. 

 
In the morning he saw no activity at all, but in the afternoon aircraft were towed 
out by tractors apparently for compass swinging and such-line routine jobs. 

 
He heard that petrol was delivered by lorry once a week to Brussels/Melsbrook.  
This was followed by two or three days of aerial activity, which died down until 
the next weeks petrol was delivered. 

 
In Brussels in the Royal Park area, more or less opposite the Chinese Tower, 
there was some apparatus mounted on top of a house.  He saw it was covered 
with camouflage netting, and understood that it was for aircraft detection. 

 
In Spain, Sergeant Price [?] was caught by the police and interrogated at Irun, but 
not on technical or service matters, although he admitted being RAF. 

 
In the internment camp at Miranda, he was interrogated the day after his arrival, 
and after he had been warned by Pilot Officer Watson that this would happen.  
He was asked his squadron number, if he had been taken prisoner by the enemy 
and escaped, to which he said, yes; how the aircraft was shot down; remainder 
of crew; assistance received in France, etc, but gave no information.  No attempt 
was made to bully him. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FEE, S/L John Clark (C773) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.412 Squadron - Award effective 24 
August 1942 as per London Gazette dated 11 September 1942 and AFRO 1653/42 dated 16 
October 1942. Born Toronto, 23 May 1915.  Home Calgary.  Employed by International Nickel 
before becoming Gentleman Cadet, Royal Military College, 1937 (with Birchall and Carpenter).  

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



Enlisted as P/P/O, 5 July 1937.  Trained at Trenton and Camp Borden (wings on 20 May 1938 at 
Trenton).  To No.1 (F) Squadron, 1 June 1938. Promoted to F/O, 5 July 1938. Proceeded with No.1 
(F) Squadron to Calgary, 22 August 1938.  Made the last Siskin flight by the unit, 27 February 
1939.  To No.115 Squadron Detachment, Montreal, 1 March 1939.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant,  
15 January 1940.  Qualified as A.2 Instructor, Central Flying School, Trenton, 7 June 1940.    To 
No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, Quebec, 17 June 1940 to assist in formation of school.  On 29 July 1940 
wrote to Air Officer Commanding, No.3 Training Command, stating, "I would be of more use to 
my country as a Fighter Pilot than as an officer engaged in administrative duties." To No.4 SFTS, 
Saskatoon, 21 November 1940.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 March 1941.  As of 8 April 1941, 
while at No.4 SFTS, described as having "proved by his ability and work to warrant the highest 
category [as an instructor]".  He had by then flown 700 hours as an instructor.   To No.16 SFTS, 
Hagersville, 8 August 1941 as Chief Flying Instructor.  A note in file states that during his period 
of instructional work "he repeatedly stated his dislike for instructional work on which he was 
engaged and desired an overseas posting.  Nevertheless he earned the confidence and respect 
of all ranks and was invariably reported as being loyal, sensible and dependable.  At No.16 SFTS, 
Hagersville, he left each of three courses up to or ahead of schedule and with no accidents."  
Posted overseas, 28 November 1941.  To No.53 OTU, 16 December 1941.  Initially overseas with 
No.41 Squadron (damaged a Bf.109 near Le Havre on 4 May 1942; damaged an E-Boat and small 
flak ship, 21 May 1942).  On 16 June 1942 he was assessed by G/C C.H. Appleby as follows: "A 
very sound, hardworking and loyal officer in whom I place great faith.  He has had a wide service 
experience."  At that time reported to have flown 1,498 hours (153 hours in previous six months). 
Took command of No.412 Squadron, Merston, 29 July 1942.  On 19 August he led the squadron 
on three trips over Dieppe, twice engaging FW.190s.  Became W/C (Flying) of Kenley Wing, 27 
November 1942 and granted rank of Wing Commander, 1 December 1942.   On 4 December he 
became detached from squadrons when hood frosted over.  He ordered wing to re-assemble 
over Boulogne after they had been broken up by German fighters.  While heading towards 
Boulogne he saw four FW.190s on tail of a Spitfire, chased them off and claimed one "probably 
destroyed").  Led wing on unproductive morning sweep, 17 January 1943. Killed in action 17 
January 1943 while leading another sweep; bounced by FW.190s that shot down Fee and his 
wingman. RCAF photo PL-2279 taken at Windsor Mills; PL-2280 shows him with Windsor Mills 
adjutant, F/O C.G. Jeffrey. PL-10739 is a portrait photo. 
 

This officer is a fine pilot and skilful leader.  By his outstanding ability he has 
been mainly responsible for the high standard of fighting efficiency of the 
squadron he commands.  He has completed a large number of sorties including 
some during the combined operations at Dieppe.  Squadron Leader Fee has at all 
times set a most inspiring example. 

 
FEE, W/C John Clark (C773) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - Canadian Fighter Wing - Award 
effective 25 January 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 February 1943 and AFRO 373/43 
dated 5 March 1943. 

This officer, both as a squadron commander and a wing leader, has taken part in 
a large number of operational sorties.  He has always shown exceptional 
enthusiasm to engage the enemy and remarkable coolness when under fire.  
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Wing Commander Fee is a brilliant leader who has set a splendid example of 
courage and determination. 

 
NOTE: On 17 November 1942 he damaged Spitfire AD470, category AC, at which time he had 
300 hours on Spitfires and 1,630 hours on all types.  Operational sortie, returning to Gatwick 
after being forced down by bad weather.  Approaching aerodrome he missed it in fog on first 
attempt and retracted undercarriage before second attempt.  Did not hear horn or observe any 
warning lights.  Belly landed with undercarriage up.  Port wing damaged, propellor broken, air 
cooler and radiator damaged.   G.C R.L.R. Atcherley (Station Kenley) wrote: 
 

Squadron Leader Fee is now the Wing Leader.  I suggest that penalising him for 
this incident would undermine his prestige.  There was mitigating circumstances 
- but the accident was primarily due, in my opinion, to a "lack of method.". 

 
I feel this accident may have served a useful purpose if it convinces the senior 
pilots of this Wing that sound flying can only be relied upon when prompted by 
habit as opposed to instinct. 

 
As the last RCAF pilot to fly a Siskin, his assessment as of 2 December 1938 is interesting.  He 
was noted as having joined No.1 (F) Squadron on 1 June 1938, as Adjutant and pilot, and in the 
year had flown 136 hours 20 minutes (Fleet and Siskins) plus 11 hours 15 minutes as passenger. 
"Very keen on flying and flies with confidence and care. Needs more practical experience and 
seasoning in administrative duties.  Is suited temperamentally for Fighter Squadron duties." (S/L 
E.G. Fullerton). 
 
RCAF Press Release No. 751 dated 10  SepteƳōŜǊ мфпн όŀǳǘƘƻǊ άCƻǊǎǘŜǊέύ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
 

He was a Wing Commander last fall, is a squadron leader now, but to Squadron 
Leader John Clarke Fee, D.F.C., there is no indication of  back-slipping in his Air 
Force career.  To him, diminished ranks reads like a progress report.  It has given 
him the opportunity to lead a Royal Canadian Air Force fighter squadron from 
one of the most active stations in England, in contrast to being Wing Commander 
and Chief Instructor, at a flying training school back home. 

 
άYƴƻōōȅέ CŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ άƻǇǎέ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
short period, he has crowded a tremendous amount of action.  The reason --- he 
ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ wΦ!ΦCΦ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǘ 
ǎǇƻǘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /hannel, just at the time when the long sustained 
άǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘŜŘΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ 
Fee made up for lost time, and he set about combat work with endless vigor.  He 
was flying under then Squadron Leader Petrus H. Hugo, D.S.O., D.S.C., and Bar, 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎǊŀŎƪ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘƭȅ 
operational zone. 
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So well did Fee catch on with the squadron that a month after his arrival he 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ IǳƎƻΩǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ  IǳƎƻΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ 
work resulted in his promotion to Wing Commander, and taking over the wing in 
which the squadron operated.  Fee became the second Canadian to lead the 
unit, Squadron Leader Elmer Gaunce having once been its c.o. 

 
άhƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ IǳƎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CŜŜΣ ά!ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ 
ƻƴƭȅ нр ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  IŜΩǎ ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǘ ǳǇ ŦƭŀƪǎƘƛǇǎ 
with Hurri cannons.  The squadron had accounted for 148 planes during the war 
up until the time I left it, Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦέ 

 
LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ CŜŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ άƻǇǎέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
fact that he participated in 48 sweeps during his first three months.  He had 
lengthened that number to over 70 by the end of the summer.  One of the best 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ CŜŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ άƻǇǎέΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ 
on a big formation of Me109Es, and engaged them in a terrific sky duel.  They 
knocked down seven German aircraft that day ς and without a loss to 
themselves. 

 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΦ  L Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǉǳƛǊǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ L Ƙƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƛǊΣέ 
admitted Fee, smilingly.  The thick-set, dark-haired squadron leader admitted 
nervousness before stepping into that fight, despite his long Air Force 
experience, which dates back pre-ǿŀǊΦ  άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
going into a boxing ring, or a hockey game.  I felt a little nervous and tense at the 
ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ {ǇƛǘŦƛǊŜΣ L ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

 
Fee took over from S/L Hugo in April, and immediately felt at home, despite the 
fact that he was the only Canadian on the squadron.  His pilots included 
Australians, New Zealanders, Englishmen, Dutchmen, Czechs, South Africans.  He 
had an American Flight Commander.  He led them in many sorties, and had all 
sorts of excitement. 

 
Most thrilling of all his encounters was the day his squadron served as escort to 
Hurri-bombers during a low level attack on Abbeville, France.  They did a big job 
in blasting an enemy-occupied aerodrome, and came back feeling it was a job 
well done. 

 
ά²Ŝ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ ǘƻ !ōōŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȊŜǊƻ 
ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CŜŜΦ  ά²Ŝ Ŏǳǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŜǊƻŘǊƻƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ƙƛǘ 
Abbeville, and really raised plenty of trouble.  I went through the dispersal area 
and station headquarters, and gave them all I had in shooting them up.  I think 
our boys did a really fine job, and I think we left the place in quite a shambles.  
We shot up two aircraft on the ground.  One of our boys even claimed that he 
knocked off the cook.  In consideration of the fact that Abbeville is one of the 
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most heavily defended aerodromes in France, I think we did an exceptionally fine 
job.  One goes past objects so fast when flying at almost ground level that it is 
ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΦέ 

 
There were lots of Jerries around that day to give the R.A.F. Squadrons trouble, 
but the fighters and Hurri-bombers went in so low that the Huns in the sky did 
not see them. 

 
ά²Ŝ ǎŀǿ WŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǳǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀŜǊƻōŀǘƛŎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǳǎΣέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
FeŜΦ  άhƴŜ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƛƴΦ  L ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ 
country road, and flew over a couple of old ladies in black dresses who dived into 
a nearby ditch in their fright.  At other points, I passed over farmers who 
apparently had different ideas on the subject.  They just held their ground and 
ǿŀǾŜŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΦέ 

 
Fee had taken over a Royal Canadian Air Force squadron before the big Dieppe 
show came along.  His switch had come when his squadron was posted overseas.  
At the last moment, the posting was cancelled. 

 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǿŘΣέ CŜŜ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘΦ  ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘƛŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǎǘƻƻƎŜ ƧƻōǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ŀ ŦŜǿ Iǳƴǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
and there, and figured as escorts for the Hurri-bombers going in on Dieppe at 
nought feet.  We had some action with FW190, getting some head on shots, but 
the boys were generally disappointed in view of what prevailed with most of the 
ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦέ 

 
Escorting Bostons on daylight raids into enemy-occupied territory has provided a 
lot of tense action for Fee and his pilots.  It was a lot of high speed fun, and 
invariably, they had to fight their way home.  They often brought back home 
souvenirs of their action, fuselage and wings showing shrapnel and fighter 
cannon scars. 

 
Standing patrol at the base ǿƘŜǊŜ CŜŜΩǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ 
represents no casual outing.  It always holds promise of action along that narrow 
section of the Channel, where occupied France stands out plainly in the distance.  
There is always the possibility of Fock-Wulfe 190 or Messerschmitt 109s 
suddenly dropping out of the clouds, or a bomb loaded Ju88 making a hit and 
run attack on one of the many towns which fringe the South Coast.  Fee recently 
had the opportunity to lead an American fighter wing into action, and got quite a 
kick out of that. 

 
Had there not been a crying need for well-trained instructors at the outbreak of 
the war, Fee would probably have gone into action two years earlier, and figured 
in the Battle of Britain.  He was identified with an auxiliary squadron which 
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served as the nucleus for the famous No. l Canadian Fighter Squadron. 
 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƴȅ ōŀŘ ƭǳŎƪ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CŜŜΦ  ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΣ 
and I went to Camp Borden for nine months as an instructor, and then plenty 
more instǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ 

 
Fee, who comes from Sudbury, Ontario, was educated there, and later enrolled 
at Royal Military College.  His wife lives in Calgary.  During his three years at. 
R.M.C., he played outside wing of the football team, and left wing on the hockey 
team.  On graduation, he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force --- at a time when 
war was very close to being a reality.  He trained at Trenton, and then joined the 
No.1 Fighter Squadron under S/L Elmer Fullerton ς now Group Captain Fullerton. 

 
In the Spring of 1939, Fee was posted to the No. 115 Auxiliary Fighter Squadron, 
as adjutant, also serving as instructor.  It was composed largely of prominent 
young civilian fliers in Montreal, and became one of the first Canadian units to 
go overseas.  It was too early to designate Fee as a fighter pilot, however.  
Instructors were at a premium, and preliminary steps in the laying of the 
foundation for the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan had been made.  
¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ CŜŜΩǎ ǎƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΧΦ ŀ ƭƻƴƎΣ long while it so happened. 

 
When an elementary flying training school was opened at Windsor Mills, 
Quebec, in the late summer of 1940, Fee headed in that direction.  He was chief 
supervisory officer there for six months, with rank of Flight Lieutenant.  Then he 
pushed on to the Prairies, where the B.C.A.T.P. was expanding tremendously.  He 
became a Squadron Commander at the service flying training school at 
Saskatoon.  With another six months in the training plan back of him, he got a 
posting to Ontario.  This time it was Hagharsville, another service flying training 
school.  He had stepped up to chief instructor, and with it went promotion to 
Wing Commander. 

 
Like so many instructors in Canada, his main ambition was to get overseas, and 
go operational.  That opportunity came in November, 1941.  It was not before he 
had put in over 800 hours as an instructor and supervisor, latterly principally 
engaged in check-up work, making progress tests, and keeping a supervisory eye 
on things generally.  He had flown with hundreds of pilots who were to beat him 
overseas.  Many of them had already made a very definite mark for themselves 
by the time he left Canada.  Fee got to England as co-pilot on a Liberator. 

 
Even he, with all his wide experience, was not yet qualified to come to grips with 
the enemy.  He went to an Operational Training Unit to find out what it was all 
about.  It did not take him long to pick up the tricks of a new trade. 

 
IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ IǳƎƻΩǎ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǎǎ ōǊŀƛŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭŜŜǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƻǊƴ ŀǘ 
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HagharsvilƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƘƛƳΦ  bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƳΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ 
leader supernumary, to be as important as a rookie sergeant pilot, when he first 
ǿŜƴǘ άƻǇǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  ! ƳƻƴǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
himself leading that highly rated squadron. 

 
A purple and white diagonally striped ribbon on his tunic tells the story.  Fee has 
what it takes, fighter pilot as well as flying instructor. (For picture, refer to U.K. 
2397). 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FEE, F/O Kendall Russell (J18452) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.428 Squadron - Award 
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO 
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945.  Born 4 June 1913, Swift Current, Saskatchewan; home there 
(drug clerk).  Enlisted in Winnipeg, 5 August 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot.  To No.5 
Personnel Holding Unit, 31 August 1941. To No.39 SFTS (guard), 5 December 1941. To No.2 ITS, 
17 January 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 14 March 1942 but not posted to No.3 AOS 
until 28 March 1942; grŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ ом Wǳƭȅ мфпнΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ м !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
1942.  To RAF overseas, 20 August 1942.  Promoted Flight Sergeant, 31 January 1943. 
Commissioned 4  June 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 4 December 1943.  Repatriated with 
No.428 Squadron, 10 June 1945.  Retired 9 September 1945. No citation other than 
"completed... numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] 
invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 
D.1941 (RG.24 Vol.20612) has recommendation by S/L R.W. Swartz dated 20 April 1945 when 
he had flown 17 sorties (123 hours 30 minutes) of a second tour (4 February to 13 April 1945). 
 

This officer has displayed great courage and determination coupled with 
exceptional skill and ability as a navigator.  His tenacity of purpose and ability to 
concentrate on a particular problem under any circumstance with no regard to 
personal comfort or well-being has made him invaluable to his pilot. 

 
His ability and unselfish devotion to duty have been an inspiration to all. 

 
During his two tours of operations he has participated in many sorties on difficult 
targets and his efforts and fine navigating have contributed in a large measure to 
the operational success of his crew and the squadron as a whole. 

 
The second tour sortie list was as follows: 
 
4 February 1945 - Bonn (7.00) 
7 February 1945 - Hassun (6.55) 
13 February 1945 - Dresden (10.15) 
20 February 1945 - Dortmund (7.25) 
21 February 1945 - Duisburg (7.10) 
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7 March 1945 - Dessau (9.15) 
11 March 1945 - Essen (6.40) 
14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.20) 
15 March 1945 - Hagen (7.05) 
20 March 1945 - Heide (5.30) 
22 March 1945 - Hildeshein (6.25) 
25 March 1945 - Hanover (6.30) 
31 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.00) 
4 April 1945 - Merseburg (9.20) 
8 April 1945 - Hamburg (6.05) 
10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.30) 
13 April 1945 - Kiel (6.05) 
 * * * * *  
 
FEE, F/O William Burdette (J9247) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.98 Squadron - Award 
effective 28 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 July 1943 and AFRO 1582/43 dated 13 
August 1943. Born in Swift Current, 14 May 1918.  Home there. Enlisted King's Own Rifle Corps, 
1940.  Joined RCAF in Regina, 10 March 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.1 ANS 
(guard), 10 April 1941.  To No.2 ITS, 8 June 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 July 1941 
when posted to No.15 EFTS; graduated 12 September 1941 and posted next day to No.4 SFTS; 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘΣ р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ с 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΤ ǘƻ w!C 
overseas, 7 January 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 October 1942.  Promoted Flight 
Lieutenant, 5 December 1943.  Repatriated 24 January 1944. To No.2 BGS, 10 March 1944.  
Retained rank of Flight Lieutenant in postwar RCAF (26332); promoted Squadron Leader, 1 
January 1952.   Died in White Rock, British Columbia, 31 March 2006. 
 

In June 1943 this officer captained one of a formation of bombers detailed to 
attack an industrial target in Belgium.  Shortly before reaching the objective the 
bomber was engaged by enemy fighters.  One engine was hit and caught fire 
while other equipment was damaged which caused the bomb doors to fall open 
and remain hanging.  Flying Officer Fee continued with the formation, however, 
but was losing height.  The enemy made two more attacks in quick succession 
and the bomber sustained severe damage making it difficult to control.  In spite 
of this Flying Officer Fee succeeded in flying clear and course was set for home.  
On the return flight the bomber lost height steadily but displaying fine 
airmanship Flying Officer Fee flew the damaged aircraft to this country and 
effected a successful crash landing at an aerodrome near the coast.  In harassing 
circumstances this officer displayed courage, skill and determination of a high 
order. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/4974 has recommendation drafted 13 June 1943 when he had 
flown six sorties (28 operational hours). 
 

Flying Officer Fee was captain of Mitchell FL167 that had been detailed to attack 
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Langerbrugge power stations in Belgium on the 10th June 1943.  He was detailed 
to fly in No.4 position of six aircraft. 

 
At a time approximately two minutes before reaching the target, the aircraft was 
attacked by enemy aircraft.  The first attack set fire to the starboard engine, 
partially dislocated the electrical and hydraulic systems, jettisoned the bombs 
and left the bomb doors hanging open, and also left the top gunner without a 
sight.  Flying Officer Fee feathered the starboard propellor and continued with 
the formation, but losing height. 

 
A second attack by enemy aircraft badly damaged the port engine and the flaps 
were also badly damaged.  The port motor then developed a runaway propellor.  
As the fire in the starboard engine had subsided, Flying Officer Fee unfeathered, 
and the motor, although erratic, picked up.  He then feathered the port propellor 
as more drag than assistance appeared to be coming from the motor. 

 
Another attack developed shortly after, and all the port control cables, including 
the trimming devices, were severed.  With the assistance of his navigator, Flying 
Officer Moss, the pilot was able to regain control and to take evasive action from 
flak near the enemy coast.  They then set course for home, the aircraft being 
kept on an even keel by both pilot and navigator applying full pressure on the 
starboard rudder pedal. 

 
The aircraft was losing height steadily and at one stage the remaining members 
of the crew were ordered to their ditching stations. Flying Officer Fee, however, 
so successfully piloted the aircraft, as to make the English coast at about 700 
feet, and set course for Manston. 

 
On the approach to Manston the starboard motor began to cut through lack of 
petrol but, with the assistance of Flying Officer Moss, Flying Officer Fee was able 
to control the aircraft and carry out a successful crash landing on Manston 
aerodrome.  All the members of the crew were unhurt. 

 
I consider that Flying Officer Fee set an outstanding example as a captain of 
aircraft, and showed coolness and courage of an extremely high order.  His 
piloting was of such a high standard that this combination of coolness, courage 
and pilotage enabled him to save the lives of his crew, and to get his aircraft back 
to this country. 

 
I therefore strongly recommend that Flying Officer Fee be considered for the 
immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
On 16 June 1943, the Officer Commanding, Station Foulsham, added his remarks: 
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The fine team spirit, general efficiency and airmanship displayed by the aircrew 
during the air combat and subsequent flight over the sea to home territory, are 
lŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CŜŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŜǿ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  Iƛǎ 
resourcefulness, skill and courage of a high order, under hazardous 
circumstances, are a fine example to other flying personnel.  I concur with the 
recommendation for immediate Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
Subsequently the recommendation was supported by A/V/M B.E. Embry (Air Officer 
Commanding, No.2 Group, 18 June 1943) and the Air Officer Commanding, Tactical Air Force 
(22 June 1943).  Final approval was given by Air Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory, Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Fighter Command (26 June 1943). 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FEIGHT, F/L Cleon Blake (J13022) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 14 June 
1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945.  American 
in the RCAF; born 3 January 1919 in Burley, Idaho; home in Long Beach, California.  Enlisted 
Vancouver 6 August 1941 and posted to No.2A Manning Depot.  To No.3 Manning Depot, 22 
August 1941. To No.7 SFTS (guard), 13 September 1941. To No.4 ITS, 22 November 1941; 
graduated and promoted LAC, 24 January 1942 when posted to No.5 EFTS; to No.7 SFTS, 11 
February 1942 (almost immediate  graduation from EFTS); graduated and commissioned, 31 
July 1942; to No.31 GRS, 28 August 1942. ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мп bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΤ ǘƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нм 
November 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 31 January 1943.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 21 
July 1944.  Repatriated 23 October 1945.  Retired 30 October 1945, to live in Long Beach again.  
Died in Salt Lake City, 10 October 2000. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FELLER, S/L Jacob (C3972) - Mention in Despatches - Leeming - Award effective 14 June 1945 as 
per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945.  Home in Ottawa; 
enlisted in Toronto 16 November 1940 with rank of Flight Lieutenant.  At No.16 SFTS as of 6 July 
мфпмΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нт {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ н hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w/!C hǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ 
Headquarters that date. Was reported to be Medical Officer to No.429 Squadron in early 1943.  
Promoted Squadron Leader, 21 May 1944.  Repatriated 14 June 1945.  To Rockcliffe, 25 July 
1945.  Retired 31 October 1945.  RCAF photo PL-32295 (ex UK-14603 dated 7 September 1944) 
ƻǎ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άtƛƭƻǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ IŜǊōŜǊǘ [ŀǊƛǾŜŜΣ [ƛƻƴ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƎǳƴƴŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ Ŧƛnished 
his tour of operations, gets a check-over from S/L Jack Feller of Ottawa, senior medical officer 
as an RCAF Bomber Group station.  Looking on are F/L Neil S. Gordon of Ottawa and Flying 
Officer Jessie Young, an RCAF nursing sister from Acton, Ontario.  S/L Feller and F/L Gordon 
ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ /ƛǾƛŎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ bƻ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !Cwh ƻǊ 
biographical file.  DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 Vol.20628) has recommendation forwarded 
1 February 1945 to No.63 Base HQ.  At that time he had served 23 months in Canada, 29 
months overseas, and was Station Senior Medical Officer. 
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Squadron Leader Feller has been Medical Officer at this unit for thirteen months 
during which period he has shown himself to be outstandingly efficient in his 
duties.  His conscientious devotion to duty has been very noticeable, entailing 
long hours of work and many extra assignments.  His interest in the health of the 
Station personnel is more than professional.  He has taken an active participation 
in many phases of Station life and in all respects is an outstanding officer. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FELLINGHAM, F/O Arthur Bernard (C37957) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.7 
Bombing and Gunnery School - award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that 
date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946.  Born 2 May 1912. Home in Vancouver. Worked in 
Flin Flon mines and played hockey there before the war; enlisted in Flin Flon, Manitoba, 7 April 
1941.   To No.2 Manning Depot, 28 May 1941.  To Trenton, 31 January 1942.  To Rockcliffe, 4 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦт .D{Σ aŀǊŎƘ мфпнΦ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ŘŀǘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΤ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ 
reportedly with RAF units in India; repatriated 23 November 1945; to No.8 Release Centre, 1 
December 1945; released 12 January 1946.  Lived in Port Coquitlam to 1953 and Kamloops 
thereafter (Trans-Mountain Oil Pipelines).  Died in Vancouver, 2 March 2007. 

This officer has completed 14 months service as staff pilot at this unit and has 
flown 700 hours on schedule exercise work, both Bombing and Gunnery without 
damage to an aircraft.  He has set an excellent example in his devotion to duty. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FELLOWES, Fl/O Barbara Isabel (V30083) - Mention in Despatches - Linton-on-Ouse - Award 
effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 418/46 dated 18 April 
1946.  Enlisted 22 October 1941 and posted to CWAF Training Depot.  At AFHQ, 9 August to 4 
October 1942; commissioned 1 February 1942; promoted Flight Officer, date uncertain; to 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ±ƛŜǿΣ нп WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоΤ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇot, Halifax, 8 October 1943; to No.3 Personnel 
Reception Centre, Bournemouth, 21 October 1943; repatriated 5 September 1945; released 16 
October 1945.  Unit identified in AFRO as "Overseas". McEwen papers (CWM) with list of 
recommendations with MiD recommendations for 1 February to 31 July 1945 identifies unit.  
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENTIMAN, S/L Arthur Edward (J5789) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.424 Squadron - Award 
effective 15 March 1945 as per London Gazette dated 23 March 1945 and AFRO 765/45 dated 
4 May 1945.    Born 30 March 1918 in Ottawa;  home there.  Attended Hinton Avenue Publlic 
School to 1932 and Ottawa Technical High School, 1932 to 1936.  Worked as a photographer, 
1936-1937 and Mint Craftsman, Royal Canadian Mint, 1937-1940.  Enlisted Ottawa 15 August 
1940.  To No.2 Manning Depot, Brandon, that date. To Sea Island, 23 September 1940. To No.2 
ITS, 21 December 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 January 1941 when posted to No.2 
EFTS; may have graduated 29 March 1941 but not posted to No.7 SFTS until 8 April 1941; 
graduated and commissioned 21 June 1941.  To No.1 ANS, 22 June 1941. To No.7 SFTS, 27 
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August 1941.  Promoted Flying Officer, 22 June 1942.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 March 
мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мс Wǳƭȅ мфпоΦ 9ƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣнс !ǳƎust 1943.  Disembarked in 
Britain 1 September 1943.  To No.20 (Pilots) AFU, 26 October 1943.  Attached to No.1521 Beam 
Approach Training Flight, 28 December 1943 to 11 January 1944.  To No.82 OTU, 15 February 
1944, Attached ACRS (whatever that is), 4-18 May 1944.  To No.31 Base, 31 May 1944. Attached 
to No.1664 Conversion Unit, 1 June to 1 July 1944.  To No.424 Squadron, 1 July 1944.  Promoted 
Squadron Leader, 30 August 1944.  To No.63 Base Headmasters, 3 January 1945.  Repatriated 
15 February 1945.  To No.1 Air Command, Trenton, 26 February 1945. To No.3 Release Centre, 
Rockcliffe, 28 March 1945.  Retired 28 March 1945.  Died in San Diego, California, 19 April 1993.  
RCAF photo PL-40241 (ex UK-15840 dated 17 October 1944) shows him alone; caption says he 
worked in the Royal Mint before enlisting.  Photo PL-40244 (ex UK-15843 dated 17 October 
1944) shows him giving a wave before take-off  in a Halifax. 
 

Squadron Leader Fentiman has completed many sorties against strongly 
defended targets, always displaying fine leadership and great determination.  In 
October 1944, he was detailed to participate in a mine-laying mission.  Shortly 
after leaving base, Squadron Leader Fentiman encountered adverse weather.  
Dense cloud with extreme icing prevailed, preventing the normal manipulation 
of the controls.  Despite this handicap this officer pressed on and released his 
mines.  Squadron Leader Fentiman's initiative and exceptional airmanship 
coupled with his coolness and courage in the face of danger have always been 
most praiseworthy. 

 
DHH file 181.009 D.2611 (Library and Archives Canada RG.24 Volume 20627) has the original 
recommendation by W/C R.L. Bolduc dated 18 December 1944 when he had flown 30 sorties 
(158 hours). 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ά!έ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳadron, was detailed on a 
precision target in Oslo Harbour on the night of October 28th, 1944. 

 
Shortly after leaving base, Squadron Leader Fentiman encountered adverse 
weather which persisted for the duration of the trip.  Dense cloud with extreme 
icing conditions prevailed which prevented normal manipulation of controls.  
Despite this handicap, Squadron Leader Fentiman pressed on to the primary 
target, hoping to be able to drop the mines visually as briefed.  Due to the 
extremely bad weather the primary target was not visible so he proceeded to 
the alternative, being by this time so iced up that he had to turn with his engines 
as the controls were solid.  He successfully mined the alternative target on 
instruments and returned safely to a diversion  base. 

 
Squadron Leader Fentiman gas completed 30 sorties and has always displayed 
the highest qualities of leadership and determination. 

 
For his great personal initiative, his exceptional airmanship, coupled with his 
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coolness and courage under the worst possible conditions, I unhesitatingly 
recommend Squadron Leader A. Fentiman for the immediate award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
Notes: Application for operational wing dated 19 February 1945 stated he had flown 32 sorties 
(178 hours 20 minutes), 1 July to 28 December 1944. 
 
Repatriation form dated 1 February 1945 stated he had flown 32 sorties (178 hours 20 
minutes), the last on 28 December 1944.  He had also flown 234 hours ten minutes non-
operational.  Types flown overseas were Oxford (91.45), Wellington (78.50) and Halifax 
(241.55). 
 
Assessments: ά¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǘŀƭƪŀǘƛǾŜΦ  /ŀǇŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ 
ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎΦέ  ό{κ[ !Φ!Σ IŀǊŎƻǳǊǘ-Vernon, No.7 SFTS, 15 December 1941) 
 
ά!ƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎted in his work and competent in all phases of it.  
IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ  ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎΦέ ό²κ/ wΦ 5ŀǾŜƴǇƻǊǘΣ bƻΦт {C¢{Σ мр WǳƴŜ мфпнύ 
 
άIŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ  Lǎ 
capable, energetic and very ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ  Cκ[ wΦ!Φ 
Bennett, No.7 SFTS, 7 July 1942) 
 
ά! ƘƛƎƘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ ό{κ[ 5Φ 
Gordon, No.7 SFTS, 14 September 1942) 
 
ά! ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ who displays excellent ideas - hard worker.  Recommend for promotion 
ǘƻ  !ŎǘƛƴƎ CƭƛƎƘǘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘΦέ  όCκ[ ²ΦbΦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΣ bƻΦт {C¢{Σ ол WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоύ 
 
Assessed 24 May 1943 by S/L W.B. Hodgson, Central Flying School Visiting Flight.  By then he 
had logged 32 hours single engine dual, 50 hours single engine solo, 34.45 twin engine dual and 
флсΦпл ǘǿƛƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǎƻƭƻΦ  άDŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ - Single engine flying average.  Lots of 
small points neglected.  Single engine landing, undershot and did a very low ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦέ  
Regarding Instruments - άLΦCΦ ¢ŀƪŜƻŦŦ ƘŜƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ LΦCΦ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇƻƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  !ƛǊƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜέΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ά[ƻǿ 
!ǾŜǊŀƎŜέΦ  wŜƳŀǊƪǎ - ά{ǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ Ƨƻō ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ in re-arousing the 
enthusiasm of this officer.  He has been with this unit ever since graduating from EFTS except 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ Ƙƛǎ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΦέ 
 
ά! ƘƛƎƘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ aŀȅ ōŜ 
goiƴƎ ǎǘŀƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǳǘ ƻŦ Řǳǘȅ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ό{κ[ 5Φ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ bƻΦт {C¢{Σ но WǳƴŜ 
1943) 
 
Training: LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ нл WǳƴŜ мфпл ōȅ Cκh 9Φ[Φ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΦ  άIŜŀǾȅ ǎŜǘΣ ŎƭŜŀƴ Ŏǳǘ ŎƘŀǇΦ ±ŜǊȅ ŀƭŜǊǘΣ 
aggressive. Has qualities fitted for aircrew. Very off handish manner and obviously in need of 
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ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  bƻǘŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ Řǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ фл 
minutes as passenger at the Ottawa Flying Club. 
 
Course at No.2 ITS was 24 December 1940 to 24 January 1941.  Courses in Courses in 
Mathematics (69/100), Law/Discipline (85/100), Armament, practical and oral (74/100,  Drill 

(90/100). Scored 80/100 in Visual Link.  Placed 35th ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ муоΦ  άDƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ DƻƻŘ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘȅǇŜΦ aŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƭƻǿΣέ 
 
Course at No.2 EFTS was 28 January to 29 March 1941.  Tiger Moth aircraft - 32.05 dual, 50.05 
ǎƻƭƻΦ  άYŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜΦ  !ǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅΦ !ǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΦέ ό²ΦWΦ aŎCŜŜύΦ  Ground courses in Airmanship (187/200), Airframes (90/100), Aero 

Engines (95/100),   Signals,  practical (100/100), Theory of Flight (94/100), Air Navigation 

(144/200).  Graded 140/200 in Qualities as an Officer.  Placed 11th ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нрΦ ά!ōƻǾŜ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ  tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 
 
Course at No.7 SFTS was 10 April to 21 June 1941.  Anson aircraft - 31.15 day dual, 32.45 day 
ǎƻƭƻΣ оΦол ƴƛƎƘǘ ŘǳŀƭΣ сΦор ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƭƻΦ  ²ŀǎ мпΦмр ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ нл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŎƪȅΦέ όCκ[ CΦIΦ tŜŀǘŎŜύΦ  /ƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƛrmanship and 
Maintenance (169/200), Armament, written (89100), Armament, practical (80/100), Navigation 
ŀƴŘ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎȅ όмсоκнллύΣ {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ όмпоκмрлύΦ tƭŀŎŜŘ ƴƛƴǘƘ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ оуΦ ά±ŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŜ ǘȅǇŜ - 
good student - ǿƻǊƪǎ ƘŀǊŘΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENTON, P/O Harvey Wesley (J16787) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award 
effective 1 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 14 September 1943 and AFRO 
2322/43 dated 12 November 1943.  Born Ottawa 13 December 1919.  Home there.  Attended 
Glebe Collegiate in Ottawa and American Institute of Bakery in Chicago.  Enlisted in Ottawa, 24 
February 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 27 May 1941.  To No.5 ITS, 8 August 1941; graduated 
and promoted LAC, 27 September 1941; to No.22 EFTS that date.  To Trenton, 22 October 1941.  
To No.10 AOS, 22 November 1941; to No.6 BGS, 27 February 1942; promoted Sergeant, 11 April 
мфпн ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ bƻΦн !b{Φ   ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мн aŀȅ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ ом aŀȅ 
1942. Commissioned 4 January 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 4 July 1943.  Promoted Flight 
Lieutenant, 1 June 1944.  Repatriated 17 September 1944. To AFHQ, 19 October 1944.  Retired 
24 May 1945.  Postwar worked and managed Fenton Bakery in Ottawa and later founded Eades 
and Fenton Real Estate.  Died in Ottawa, 17 September 2008. RCAF photo PL-26665 (ex UK-
8444 dated 3 March 1944) taken after investiture at Buckingham Palace - F/O R.J. Williams, 
DFM (Birkenhead, England), F/O L.M. Holtby, DFC (Hawksbury, Ontario), F/O G.S. McMenery, 
DFC (Hamilton), F/O H.W. Fenton, DFC (Ottawa) and P/O R.H. Welch, DFM (Belleville). RCAF 
photo PL-26667 (ex UK-8446 dated 3 March 1944) taken after investiture with Lieutenant S.W. 
Wood (Ottawa) and Miss Louis Macdonald (Canadian Red Cross Services). RCAF photo PL-26669 
(ex UK-8450 dated 3 March 1944) taken after investiture at Buckingham Palace -P/O R.H. 
Welch, DFM (Belleville),  F/O G.S. McMenery, DFC (Hamilton), F/O L.M. Holtby, DFC 
(Hawksbury, Ontario), F/O H.W. Fenton, DFC (Ottawa). 
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This officer, as navigator, has taken part in attacks on some of the enemy's most 
heavily defended targets such as Duisburg, Essen and Cologne, and by his 
exceptional skill and devotion to duty has contributed much to their success.  His 
courage and cheerfulness have made him a most valuable member of aircrew. 

 
Note: As of 21 September 1943, G/C J.E. Fauquier was suggesting home leave for four members 
of a crew before they began an instructional tour.  These were J17117 P/O G.S, McMeneny (46 
sorties), J16787 P/O H.W. Fenton (45 ½ sorties), J17565 P/O L.W. Holtby (46 sorties) and 
R115098 Flight Sergeant H.R. Welch (44 sorties).  Request turned down - άtŀǘƘ CƛƴŘŜǊ 
personnel will be required to complete a tour of non-operational duties before becoming 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENTON, S/O Jessie McPherson (V30542) - Mention in Despatches - Station Gander - Award 
effective 14 June 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 1127/45 dated 6 July 
1945.  Home Toronto.  Enlisted there 9 April 1942 and classified as Clerk/Accounts.  To No.6 
Manning Depot, 10 April 1942. To Technical Training School, 9 May 1942. To No.13 SFTS, 19 
June 1942.  Promoted AW1, 11 July 1942. Promoted LAW, 11 October 1942.  Promoted 
Corporal. 1 January 1943.  Promoted Sergeant, 20 July 1943.  To Composite Training School, 16 
September 1943. Commissioned 17 September 1943. To Eastern Air Command, 28 October 
1943. To Newfoundland, 7 November 1943.  To No.1 Radio and Navigation School, 16 May 
1945.  Retired 5 January 1946. 
 

In her capacity as Non-Public Funds Accountant Officer, Section Officer Fenton 
has cheerfully and voluntarily devoted long hours of overtime to her exacting 
duties. Her courageous and consistent desire to help others has been a source of 
great morale building among all members of the Women's Division on this 
isolated station and her unflagging interest in all station activities, even to the 
detriment of her health, has provided an example to all those coming in contact 
with her. 
 

 * * * * *  
 
FENTON, W/C John Hoystead (C2042) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.1 ACHQ - 
Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 
January 1946.  Born in Ballinclea, Ireland, 7 November 1904; educated College of St. Columba 
(1915-1924) and Dublin University (1924-1928,  degree in civil engineering).  Was in Canada 
before the war, employed in survey and engineering work,.  For one year was doing 
underground survey at Red Lake, Ontario.  He was five years with Ontario Department of 
Highways, working Ottawa to Sault Ste. Marie.  He also listed building a breakwater (Port Dover 
area - home there. Worked for Toronto Harbour Commission, April 1938 to January 1939 
(Malton and Toronto Island Airports). Enlisted in Hamilton, 15 May 1940 in Works and Buildings 
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Branch.  To No.4 Training Command Headquarters, 3 June 1940.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 
May 1941.  To No.3 Training Command, 8 March 1942. Promoted Squadron Leader, 15 May 
1942. Promoted Wing Commander, 1 December 1942.  To No.1 Air Command, 15 January 1945. 
To Eastern Air Command, 31 January 1945. To RCAF Staff College, Toronto, 13 March 1945.  
Returned to Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 13 May 1945 when it became No.10 
(Maritime) Group.  Remained in postwar RCAF as a construction engineer, retaining rank of 
Wing Commander (21046).   To AFHQ, 17 March 1947. Promoted Group Captain, 1 November 
1948.  To Northwest Air Command, 22 September 1949 (it became Tactical Air Group).   To 
No.30 Air Material Base, Lincoln, to command, 15 September 1953.  Awarded Queen's 
Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953. To AFHQ, 31 March 1956.  Retired 27 March 1959.  Died at 
Lac du Bonnet, Manitoba, 26 December 1992 as per Legion Magazine of April 1993. 
 

This officer, by his indefatigable, energetic and thorough organizing and 
technical ability has in no small measure helped in the successful completing of 
many construction projects of the Air Training Plan.  His wealth of administrative 
ability coupled with his keen devotion to duty has been exemplary. 

 
First recommended for OBE, 11 September 1943 by W/C L.G. Sneath, No.3 Training Command: 
 

His indefatigable, energetic and selfless devotion to duty, coupled with his 
organizing,  technical and administrative have materially helped in the successful 
completion of construction projects of the Air Training Plan. 

 
This was endorsed by A/V/M A. de Niverville, No.3 Training Command, but did not reach 
Ottawa Priority List. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENTON, F/L Thomas Charles (C4449) - Mention in Despatches - Mediterranean Air Command - 
Award effective 17 September 1943 as per London Gazette of that date 28 and AFRO 2198/43 
dated 29 October 1943.  Home Melfort, Saskatchewan.  Enlisted in Toronto 24 February 1941 in 
Works and Buildings Branch; posted to Eastern Air Command. Flight Lieutenant as of 15 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нн aŀǊŎƘ 1942.  To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 31 March 
1942. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 August 1943.  Repatriated 28 October 1944.  To Prince 
George, 4 December 1944.  To Scoudouc, 12 December 1944. To No.1 Release Centre, 24 
January 1945.  Retired 29 January 1945. 
 
FENTON, F/L Thomas Charles (C4449) - Mention in Despatches - Mediterranean Air Command - 
Award effective 14 January 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 874/44 dated 21 
April 1944. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENTON, F/O William Innis (J19673) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.420 Squadron - Award 
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effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45 
dated 23 February 1945.  Born 7 March 1921 in Ladner, British Columbia.  Home there, grocery 
clerk.  Enlisted Vancouver 21 April 1942 and posted to No.3 Manning Depot.  To Calgary, 5 June 
1942. To No.4 ITS, 1 August 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 9 October 1942 but not posted 
to No.5 EFTS until 24 October 1942; may have graduated 18 December 1942 but not posted to 
No.3 SFTS unǘƛƭ ф WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ ол !ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 
Depot, 15 May 1943; embarked from Halifax, 4 June 1943; disembarked in Britain, same date 
(must be some error); posted from No.3 PRC to No.15 (Pilots) AFU, 29 June 1943.  Attached to 
No.1511 Beam Approach Training Flight, 10-17 August 1943; to No.22 OTU, 5 October 1943.  
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 30 November 1943.  To No.61 Base, 25 January 1944.  Commissioned 
20 January 1944.  Attended Dalton Battle School, February 1944. Attached to No.1666 
Conversion Unit, 12 February to 20 March 1944.  To No.420 Squadron, 20 March 1944. 
Promoted Flying Officer, 30 July 1944.  To No.22 OTU, 13 September 1944.  Attended No.3 FIS, 
27 December 1944 to 7 February 1945 for course on flying instruction (Oxford aircraft).  
Repatriated 31 July 1945.  Retired 4 October 1945. Died in Delta, British Columbia, 18 June 
1980, age 59.  No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the 
execution of air operations against the enemy."  DHist file 181.009 D.1730 (RG.24 Vol.20607) 
has recommendation dated 12 September 1944 when he had flown 36 sorties (159 hours five 
minutes) in tour from 22 March 1944 to 25 August 1944. 
 

Flying Officer Fenton during his tour of operations with this squadron has 
displayed a fine offensive spirit and a high degree of courage, skill and initiative.  
On many occasions when he was detailed for operations, though many of the 
targets were heavily defended, Flying Officer Fenton never once failed to reach 
his target and press home his attack with a determination which was an 
inspiration to his crew and his cheerfulness under the stress of these operations 
set a fine example to all.  For his fine record of achievement, his tenacity and 
strong sense of duty, it is recommended that this officer be awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
 
22 March 1944 - Frankfurt (6.10, second pilot) 
20 April 1944 - Lens (4.10) 
22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.05) 
8 May 1944 - Haine St. Pierre (3.50) 
9 May 1944 - Calais (3.10) 
10 May 1944 - Ghent (3.45) 
12 May 1944 - Louvain (4.35) 
22 May 1944 - Le Mans (3.35) 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (3.35) 
31 May 1944 - Querqueville (4.00) 
2 June 1944 - Neufchatel (4.15) 
5 June 1944 - Houlgate (5.05) 
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6 June 1944 - Coutances (4.10) 
8 June 1944 - Mayenne (5.35) 
10 June 1944 - Versailles Matelot (5.35) 
12 June 1944 - Cambrai Junction (4.25) 
14 June 1944 - St. Pol (3.55) 
15 June 1944 - Boulogne (2.40) 
17 June 1944 - Rouen area (4.10) 
4 July 1944 - Biennais (4.00) 
5 July 1944 - Biennais (3.00) 
7 July 1944 - Caen (4.35) 
12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.00) 
15 July 1944 - Nucourt (4.50) 
17 July 1944 - Caen area A.1 (4.10) 
20 July 1944 - Ferme de Forrestel (3.50) 
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.30) 
31 July 1944 - Oeuf en Ternois (4.15) 
5 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.45) 
5 August 1944 - {ǘΦ [ƛŜǳ ŘΩ 9ǎǎŜǊǊŜƴǘ όпΦплύ 
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (4.25) 
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (4.50) 
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.35) 
14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.30) 
16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.20) 
25 August 1944 - Brest (5.05) 
 
Notes: Application for Operational Wing submitted 26 August 1944, claiming 36 sorties (159 
hours five minutes), 20 March to 26 August 1944. 
 
On repatriation (4 July 1945) he wrote he had completed 37 sorties (195 operational hours) 
plus 765 hours 20 minutes non-operational.  Last tour had been instructing.  Types flown were 
Tiger Moth (30.30), Cessna (100), Oxford (150), Wellington (400) and Halifax (250). 
 
Assessed at No.22 OTU, 8 July 1945 as having flown 930 hours (186 in previous six months).  
5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ DƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦέ 
Overseas Training: Course at No.15 (Pilots) AFU was 20 July to 5 October 1943; longer than 
usual due to sickness. Flew Oxfords (5.00 day dual to first day solo, 33.45 total day dual, 23.45 
day solo of which 3.00 formation and 5.35 on instruments; one hour night dual to first night 
solo, five hours total night dual, 17.00 night solo plus ten hours BAT training - 11.30 total in 
[ƛƴƪΦ άDƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ǉƛlot who shows attention to detail, initiative and versatility. Would like to 
be an instructor but was not considered as having sufficient natural aptitude.  He should prove 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦέ 
 
Course at No.22 OTU was 5 October 1943 to 25 January 1944. Flew Wellington III aircraft - 5.30 
day dual to first day solo, 12.55 total day dual, 11.00 at controls with a captain by day, 30.55 at 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



controls alone by day; 5.35 night dual to first night solo, 13.05 total night dual, 32.00 night with 
another captain, 36.55 night pure solo - 25.10 on instruments and 17.30 in Link.Dis five day and 
four night cross-ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ bƛŎƪŜƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎΦ ά!C¦ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ 
and above average as a pilot.  A very steady type who looks like making an excellent ops 
captain. An NCO of a high standard who handles his crew well and leaves nothing undone to 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪŜŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ b/hΩǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƭƛƎƘǘΦ 
Carried out a very good nickel sortie.  RecommeƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ όhŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
illegible, dated 25 January 1944). 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FENWICK, P/O Harry Elmore (J15790) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.81 Squadron - Award 
effective 10 February 1943 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1943 and AFRO 410/43 
dated 12 March 1943.  Born Transcona, Manitoba, 21 December 1920.  Attended high school at 
Leamington Collegiate, 1934-1940.  Raised by his father (mother apparently abandoned family 
when he was a child).  Labourer in seasonal work at H.J. Heinz,  Leamington, 1938 and 1939.    
Enlisted Windsor, Ontario 19 November 1940 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot, Toronto.  To 
No.1A Manning Depot, Picton, 10 December 1940.  To No.5 Equipment Depot, Moncton, 1 
January 1941.  To No.1 ITS, Toronto, 28 March 1941; promoted LAC, 4 May 1941; taken on 
strength of No.7 EFTS, Windsor, Ontario, 5 May 1941; taken on strength of No.6 SFTS, 
Dunnville, 4 July 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 13 September 1941.  Taken on 
strength of "Y" Depot, Halifax, 15 September 1941. To RAF Trainee Pool, 3 October 1941.  Taken 
on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 21 October 1941.  To No.52 OTU, 18 November 1941.  
To No.81 Squadron, 10 February 1942.  Commissioned 3 September 1942.  Wounded 14 
November 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 3 March 1943.  Repatriated to Canada via Rockcliffe, 
25 August 1943.  To No.1 OTU, Bagotville, 24 September 1943.  To "Y" Depot, Lachine, 1 April 
1944.  Embarked from Halifax, 29 April 1944.  Disembarked in Britain, 7 May 1944.  To No.401 
Squadron, 22 May 1944.  Killed in action 21 June 1944.  Family apparently living in Sioux 
Lookout when he was killed.  Victories as listed in Chris Shores, Aces High, 2nd edition (all flying 
Spitfires with No.81 Squadron): 9 November 1942, one Ju.88 proably destroyed plus one Ju.88 
damaged; 16 November 1942, one Bf.109 damaged; 17 November 1942, one MC.202 
destroyed; 18 November 1942, one Bf.109 destroyed; 25 November 1942, one Bf.109 
destroyed plus one damaged; 6 November 1942, one Re.2001 destroyed (shared with another 
pilot), one Re.2001 damaged, one Bf.109 damaged; 31 December 1942, one Bf.109 damaged; 2 
March 1943, one Bf.109 probably destroyed (shared with another pilot); 6 March 1943, one 
Bf.109 damaged (flying BS511); 14 March 1943, two He.111s probably destroyed plus one 
He.111 damaged (flying EN210); 23 April 1943, one Bf.109 destroyed (flying EN187).  RCAF 
photo PL-15900 (ex UK-3929 dated 18 May 1943) , shows A/V/M Curtis talking to P/O Doug 
Husband; P/O Harry Fenwick, DFC of Sioux Lookout listens.  Left foreground is G/C G.R. Hicks, 
DFC (former commercial pilot in Canada) and right foreground is S/L Colon Gray, DFC and Bar, 
CO of the Spitfire squadron to which Fenwick and Husband belong.  RCAF photo PL-15902 (ex 
UK-4083 dated 28 May 1943) shows A/V/M Wilf Curtis talking to P/O Harry Fenwick, DFC 
(centre) and F/O Bill Olmstead (Hamilton).  RCAF photo PL-15904 (ex UK-4085 dated 28 May 
1943) shows A/V/M Wilf Curtis talking to P/O Harry Fenwick, DFC and RCAF press officer, F/L 
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John Clare; in the rear is G/C Hicks, described as a former commercial pilot in Canada. 
 

Pilot Officer Fenwick has participated in a very large number of sorties.  He has 
always displayed great determination to achieve success and has destroyed four 
enemy aircraft. 

 
Assessment dated 15 August 1942, signed by S/L R. Berry, described him as "above average" in 
flying abilities. 
 
Damaged Spitfire X4659 ("Repairable") at Cliffe Pypard, No.52 OTU, 15 December 1941.  He 
reported: 
 

I took off to practice cloud flying, aerobatics and forced landings.  I flew in a 
southerly direction and after doing some cloud flying I turned on to a reciprocal 
course but missed the aerodrome.  I then attempted to get a homing but failed 
and eventually landed at Bottisham aerodrome, where I was refuelled.  I 
obtained permission to take off but was instructed to land if it got dark before I 
reached Aston Down.  When near Swindon I decided that it was too dark for me 
to reach Aston Down so I landed at Cliffe Pypard.  When landing the aeroplane 
bounced; I opened the throttle to go round again but the port wing dropped and 
the aeroplane crashed. 

 
CO of No.52 OTU noted that Fenwick had not been carrying a map (which might have 
prevented his getting lost).  The crash itself was an error of judgement and logbook endorsed. 
 
Damaged Spitfire EN191, Category AC, 1000 hours, 3 February 1943 at Tingley following day 
interception.  Port tyre punctured by a spike on runway, burst, swerved off runway into soft 
ground and went up on nose.  No blame attached and no injuries. 
 
Upon repatriation to Canada he filed a summary of his overseas flying (dated 28 August 1943) 
giving flying times as follows: Miles Master: 20 hours; Spitfire: 400 hours; Fleet Finch: 60 hours; 
Harvard: 144 hours.  He noted he had flown 42 hours at No.52 OTU and 400 hours with No.81 
Squadron (250 operational). 
 
Assessed 1 February 1944 by F/L F.B. Foster, No.1 OTU, as follows: 
 

An excellent instructor who during much of his tour here has been in command 
or second in command of a Flight.  Strongly recommended for immediate 
promotion to rank of Acting Flight Lieutenant. 

The first report of his loss (Form 765) stated he had been shot down at 2100 hours, 21 June 
1944, west-southwest of landing strip B.6, France, on Spitfire NH207 (reported to have flown 37 
hours; Merlin engine had run 40 hours 25 minutes).  His flying time was given as 615 hours ten 
minutes (all types) and 436 hours on Spitfires.  Squadron Leader L.M. Cameron summarized 
events as follows: 
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A. Chasing a Hun Fighter over Allied territory. 

 
B. Came out of cloud after the Hun.  His aircraft should have easily been 

recognized. 
 

C. This was quite an experienced pilot who already held the DFC.  He was 
Red 4 on a normal squadron patrol of our lines as cover to the Army.  The 
squadron went up through the cloud (Base, 1,000 feet) after Huns 
reported, and F/O Fenwick chased a Hun underneath cloud and was 
closing rapidly on him when our ground gunners opened up ans shot him 
down. 

 
I strongly recommend that no ground gunners be allowed to open fire on 
any aircraft in daylight unless they are being attacked, as our source of 
good pilots is diminishing. 

 
To the above, W/C K.L.B. Hodson (No.126 Wing) wrote: 
 

I concur with Squadron Commander. 
 
A more thorough investigation was held on 5 July 1944 (Form 412, signed off on 9 July 1944).  
This heard evidence of the Spitfire had been under fire from the ground even before it entered 
cloud.  Although it tended to blame allied anti-aircraft fire, no blame was allocated.  However, a 
Supplementary Inquiry was held (signed off on 27 July).  A FW.190 had been about earlier and 
had been fired on, but Allied gunners denied shooting at an aircraft at 2100 hours.  The second 
report concluded: 
 

There is no conclusive proof that F/O Fenwick's aircraft was fired at by Allied A.A. 
and every possibility that it was engaged by enemy flak.  I therefore concur with 
the finding of this court. (Signed by Air Commodore D.A. Boyle, AOC No.83 
Group). 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, P/O Douglas Coutts (J16467) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - 
Award effective 7 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 14 May 1943 and AFRO 1078/43 
dated 11 June 1943.  Born in Saskatchewan, 8 February 1921.  Home in Weyburn.  Enlisted 
Regina, 14 October 1940.  To No.1 Training Command, 9 November 1940. To No.1 ITS, 4 
January 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 3 February 1941 when posted to No.1 AOS; 
graduated 26 April 1941 and posted next day to No.1 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 9 
June 1941 although his posting to No.1 CNS was effective 7 June 1941; graduated 8 July 1941 
whŜƴ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦом h¢¦Σ н !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпмΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпмΦ  
Commissioned 17 October 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 17 April 1943. Promoted Flight 
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Lieutenant, 20 April 1944. Repatriated 23 March 1945. Retired 7 May 1945. 
 

Since joining this squadron, Pilot Officer Ferguson has displayed skill, courage 
and determination and throughout his tour of duty has been of great assistance 
to his captain.  By his coolness in the most adverse situations he has led his pilot 
to targets, which have included Berlin, Cologne, Essen and Turin, with great 
efficiency and keenness.  His skill and determination in action have been an 
inspiration to his crew. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8950 has the original recommendation drafted 12 March 1943 
when he had flown 30 sorties (168 hours 45 minutes) as follows: 
 

15 April 1942 - GARDENING, St.Nazaire (6.25) 
19 April 1942  - GARDENING, Tershelling (5.40) 
22 April 1942 - GARDENING, Rosemary (5.30) 
24 April 1942 - Rostock (7.30) 
7 May 1942 - GARDENING, Mipplefarte (7.00) 
30 May 1942 - Cologne (6.00) 
1 June 1942 - Essen (5.20) 
5 June 1942 - Essen (6.00) 
20 June 1942 - Lille (NICKEL, 4.50) 
24 June 1942 - St.Nazaire (5.20) 
2 July 1942 - Bremen (3.35) 
14 July 1942 - GARDENING, Tershelling (4.15) 
19 July 1942 - Molline (Intruder, 3.25) 
24 July 1942 - GARDENING, Dutch Coast (3.40) 
25 July 1942 - GARDENING, St.Nazaire (4.25) 
29 July 1942 - Saarbrucken (6.20) 
5 August 1942 - GARDENING, Lorient (5.00) 
2 September 1942 - Karlsruhe (7.25) 
2 September 1942 - GARDENING (4.20) 
7 September 1942 - GARDENING, Lorient (6.00) 
21 January 1943 - GARDENING,  Frisians (4.05) 
3 February 1943 - Hamburg (6.20) 
4 February 1943 - Turin (10.15) 
18 February 1943 - GARDENING  Frisians, (4.15) 
19 February 1943 - Wilhelmshaven (4.35) 
25 February 1943 - Cologne (5.05) 
1 March 1943 - St.Nazaire (5.25) 
2 March 1943 - Berlin (7.30) 
5 March 1943 - Essen (5.05) 
8 March 1943 - Nuremburg (9.30) 
 
Since coming to this squadron in April 1942, Pilot Officer Ferguson has carried 
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out sorties on targets in Germany against the heaviest enemy defences. These 
operations included sorties to: GARDENING (12), Essen (2), Bremen (1), Karlsruhe 
(1), Wilhelmshaven (1), Nuremburg (1), Rostock (1), NICKEL (1), Moline (1), 
Hamburg (1), Berlin (1), Cologne (2), St.Nazaire (2), Saarbrucken (1), Turin (1), 
Essen (1). 

 
He has led his pilot into targets with a great determination and cool judgement 
and thus brought back several pictures of the target showing a fine record of 
achievement. Throughout his tour, he has been a very efficient navigator and his 
skill and determination in action has been an inspiration to other members of his 
crew. 

 
This was minuted on 22 March 1943 by G/C C.R. Dunlap, Officer Commanding, Station Leeming: 
 

Pilot Officer Ferguson has shown great skill, courage and determination, and 
throughout his tour has been a great aid to his captain by his coolness during 
adverse conditions. His efficient navigation has prove to be an inspiration to his 
crew mates and I heartily endorse this recommendation for the award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
On 29 March 1943 A/V/M G.E. Brookes, Air Officer Commanding, No.6 Group, added his 
remarks: 
 

A good type of junior officer and doing excellent work. Recommend the award of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, W/C James Kenneth Wallace (C4085) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.1 
Composite Training School - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date 
and AFRO 1127/45 dated 6 July 1945.  See /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ, 1968.  Born 18 March 1907 at 
Tamsui, Formosa as per RCAF Press Release reporting award.  Educated at University of Toronto 
(BA, MA, MD, 1932, specializing in Biology). Assistant professor at University of Toronto.  
Enlisted in Toronto, 3 February 1941 in Medical Branch; initial posting uncertain.  Granted rank 
of Flight Lieutenant, 3 May 1941. Promoted Squadron Leader, 15 January 1942. To AFHQ, 24 
January 1943.  To No.1 ITS, 5 August 1943. Promoted Wing Commander, 1 April 1944. To No.1 
Composite Training School, 8 January 1945. Retired 24 September 1945. After the war he 
returned to teaching and became Professor of Pharmacology and Head of that department at 
the University of Toronto.  Died in Toronto, 13 December 1999, as which time his awards were 
listed as MA, MD, MB9Σ Cw{/Σ ŀƴŘ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ  /a! ƻōƛǘǳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀŘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ άIƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
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work included developing an understanding of uterine contractions during childbirth. During 
the war, he helped develop an oxygen mask for pilots that did not freeze at high altitudes. He 
was one of the few aviation medicine researchers to be awarded the MBE. After the war he 
developed an interest in addiction medicine; along with Dr. Gordon Bell, he worked to develop 
a new drug, Temposil, to treat alcoholism. "Ferguson and Bell began to experiment with a 
compound that included cyanamid," the National Post reported. "They tested it on themselves 
ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƳŀǊǘƛƴƛǎΦϦ  hŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōȅ wΦWΦCΦ .ŀǎƪŜǘǘΣ άWŀƳŜǎ 
Kenneth Wallace Ferguson: A Life in Canadian Medicŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέΣ  Annual Report of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, 1996 (Volume 29), page 105 to 108.  
 

Wing Commander Ferguson has made an outstanding contribution to the safety 
and efficiency of aircrew in the design of the Royal Canadian Air Force oxygen 
mask. This mask was the first to eliminate the serious hazard produced by 
blockage of the oxygen supply from freezing.  Several of the distinctive features 
of the mask are incorporated in oxygen equipment at present used by the Royal 
Air Force and the United States Army Air Force.  Wing Commander Ferguson has 
also made valuable contributions to the development of other oxygen 
equipment by fundamental studies on respiratory physiology and the effects of 
high altitude.  In addition, he has been responsible for the direction of research 
at No.1 Clinical Investigation Unit, Toronto, on the design of protective clothing 
and emergency equipment for aircrew and the physiological effects of low 
pressure, cold, heat and noise.  This officer's contribution to the service has been 
outstanding and of immeasurable value. 

 
NOTE:    Awarded Order of Ontario (OOnt) in 1999 while living in Thornhill, Ontario.  His citation 
shows the important research role he has played in Canadian medicine: 
 

Dr. James Ferguson, of Thornhill, is considered an important figure in the history 
of medical research in Canada. His prolific medical career includes the discovery 
of the utero-pituitary reflex, later called the Ferguson Reflex. During World War 
II, Dr. Ferguson helped develop a Canadian oxygen mask which was not prone to 
freezing. From 1955 to 1972, was the Director of Connaught Medical Research 
Labs, during which he oversaw the development and production of a polio 
vaccine. 

 
RCAF Press Release 3779 dated 11 August 1944 deals with a project that involved F/L F.E.J. Fry 
(MBE) and W/C J.K.W. Ferguson (MBE) - an oxygen regulating valve.  See entry for Fry for 
details. 
 
 * * * * *  
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FERGUSON, F/O John Ambrose (J17623) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.428 Squadron - Award 
effective 9 October 1945 as per London Gazette dated 19 October 1945 and AFRO 1822/45 
dated 7 December 1945.  Born 28 June 1923, Port Arthur, Ontario.  Home there, clerk. Enlisted 
in Winnipeg 14 June 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot.  To No.2 ITS, 20 August 1941; 
graduated and promoted LAC, 8 October 1941 when posted to No.8 EFTS; graduated 6 
December 1941 when posted to No.7 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 10 April 1942.  
¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мм !ǇǊƛƭ мфпнΤ ǘƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ ол !ǇǊƛƭ мфпнΦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴed 19 May 1943.  
Promoted Flying Officer, 19 November 1943.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, date uncertain.  
Cited with Sergeant John H. Edwards (RCAF, bomb aimer, awarded DFM).  Events described 
were on 29/30 May 1943 (both POW after raid on Wuppertal, Wellington LN424; shot down on 
his 13th sortie).  Safe in United Kingdom, 15 May 1945.  Repatriated 8 July 1945.  To No.8 
Repair Depot, 20 July 1945. To No.5 Release Centre, 18 September 1945.  Retired 21 October 
1945. Served in postwar militia and Citizenship Court Judge.  Died 19 September, 1998. NOTE: 
middle of citation reads badly - either a minor misprint or poor drafting makes the grammar 
poor. 
 

Throughout many operational sorties, this officer and airman have displayed 
courage and devotion to duty.  On one occasion in May 1943 they were captain 
and air bomber respectively of an aircraft detailed for an attack against 
Wuppertal.  Whilst en route to the target their aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft 
fire and Flying Officer Ferguson was wounded in the head by shell fragments.  As 
he was in a semi-conscious state for about twenty minutes, during which time 
Sergeant Edwards took over the captaincy of the aircraft which was circling 
Dusseldorf and being subjected to heavy anti-aircraft fire.  When Flying Officer 
Ferguson regained consciousness he found the aircraft had been very severely 
damaged.  Nevertheless, with the assistance of Sergeant Edwards, he continued 
to the target which was successfully bombed.  During the homeward flight the 
crippled aircraft rapidly lost height and, while still over enemy territory, the port 
engine failed completely.  By superb airmanship, Flying Officer Ferguson 
managed to keep his aircraft airborne until all the members of his crew had been 
able to leave it successfully by parachute.  Immediately after, the aircraft struck a 
hill and this officer, who was severely injured, was taken prisoner of war. 

 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻƳōŜǊǎέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘΦ  
Wellington LN424 (NA-E) of No.428 Squadron, target Wuppertal, 29/30 May 1943.   LN424 was 
one of two No.428 Squadron Wellingtons lost on this operation; the other was HE319. Airborne 
at 2234 hours, 29 May 1943 from Dalton. Abandoned, except for the pilot, after being set on 
fire. With his crew safely evacuated, Sergeant Ferguson crash-landed. Crew (all POW) were 
Sergeant J.A.Ferguson, RCAF, Flight Sergeant  J.Dywan,  RCAF, F/O G.F.Tallman, RCAF, Sergeant 
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J.H.Edwards, RCAF, Flight Sergeant D.C.Smith,  Sergeant J.G.Sylvester,  RCAF. Flight Sergeant 
Dwyman was held in Camps L6/357, POW No.126, with Sergeant Edwards (commissioned 
during captivity), POW No.452 and Flight Sergeant  Smith, POW No.251. Sergeant Ferguson in 
Camps 9C/L6/L3, POWNo.42776, commissioned  during captivity.  Sergeant Sylvester in Camps 
L6/L4, POW No.260; F/O Tallman in Camp L3, POW No.1507. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, LAC John Donald (R164232) - Mention in Despatches - No.436 Squadron (AFRO 
gives unit only as "Overseas") - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that 
date and AFRO 418/46 dated 18 April 1946.  Born 22 October 1922.  Home in Windsor, Ontario.  
Enlisted there 10 June 1942 as Airframe Mechanic.  To No.5 Manning Depot, 5 November 1942; 
to Technical Training School, 17 December 1942.  Promoted AC1, 31 March 1943.  To No.164 
ό¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘύ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ м !ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ [!/Σ м Wǳƭȅ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ но !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфппΦ  
Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 29 August 1944. Promoted Corporal, 1 November 1945.  
Repatriated 15 February 1946. Released 28 March 1946. Rejoined RCAF as Airframe Mecchanic, 
17 March 1949 with rank of Corporal (80029). No citation.  DHist file 181.009 D.1769 (RG.24 
Vol.20610) has recommendation dated 9 June 1945: 
 

This airman has proven himself to be a superior tradesman.  It was to a great 
extent due to his unceasing efforts and devotion to duty that the serviceability of 
the aircraft of this unit was kept at a high level during the first trying months of 
operations.  It is strongly recommended that the service rendered by this airman 
be recognized by the award of "Mention in Despatches". 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, G/C John Henry (C119) - Officer, Order of the British Empire - No.2 Equipment 
Depot - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/45 
dated 25 January 1946.  Born in Glasgow, Scotland, 20 August 1906; attended University of 
Manitoba.  Enlisted at Camp Borden, 6 June 1927 as Provisional Pilot Officer, summers 6 June to 
31 August 1927 and 4 June to 31 August 1928.  Confirmed as Pilot Officer, 4 June 1929 and 
taken in strength of Camp Borden that date.  He failed to qualify for pilot, and accepted the role 
of a Stores Officer.  To Headquarters, Ottawa, 31 May 1930.  Promoted Flying Officer, 4 June 
1930.  To Station Vancouver, 19 February 1932.  To Headquarters, Ottawa, 19 November 1934.  
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 April 1936.  To No.1 Depot, Ottawa, 1 October 1937.  To Courses 
Abroad Establishment, 24 March 1939 when attached to RCAF Overseas Liaison Office; 
attached to No.3 Maintenance Unit, RAF Milton, 15 May 1939 to 11 March 1940 and RAF 
Heywood, 12 March to 23 July 1940 and RAF Stafford, 24 July to 25 August 1940.  Promoted 
Squadron Leader, 1 September 1939.  Technically on strength of RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 
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15 May 1940 onwards, even when serving with RAF units.  Took up duties with RCAF Overseas 
Headquarters26 August 1940 as Senior Supply Officer.  Promoted Wing Commander, 1 
December 1940.  Repatriated via Rockclffe, 17 September 1941. To No.3 Training Command, 
Montreal, 4 November 1941.  To Station Calgary, 17 December 1941. Promoted Group Captain, 
15 July 1942.  To No.2 Equipment Deport, 31 July 1942.  To Materials Command Headquarters, 
Uplands, 17 September 1946. Retained rank of Group Captain, 1 October 1946.  To No.1 Supply 
Depot, Weston, 16 August 1949.  To No.11 Supply Depot, Calgary, 5 November 1950.   Awarded 
Queen's Coronation Medal, 25 October 1953.  Retired 23 December 1953. Died 15 February 
мффм ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion 
Magazine of June 1991. 
 

This officer has been in command of this Equipment Depot since 1942, before its 
move from Calgary to Vancouver.  Having to train an almost entirely 
inexperienced staff and constantly handicapped by lack of accommodation, he 
has succeeded in making it one of the most efficient Depots in Canada, which 
has had a marked bearing on the overall efficiency of the Command.  Group 
Captain Ferguson's hard work, cheerful disposition and tact have been an 
inspiration to those under him and a great aid to his superiors in the 
performance of their duties. 

 
Recommendation raised 10 September 1945 as follows: 
 

Group Captain J.H. Ferguson, C119, has been in command of No.2 Equipment 
Depot since prior to its move from Calgary to Vancouver in 1942, before its move 
from Calgary to Vancouver.  Having to train an almost entirely inexperienced 
staff and constantly handicapped by lack of accommodation, he has succeeded 
in making No.2 Equipment Depot one of the most efficient Depots in Canada.  
The efficiency of this Depot has had a marked bearing on the overall efficiency of 
the Command.  Group Captain Ferguson's hard work, cheerful disposition and 
tact have been an inspiration to those under him and a great aid to his superiors 
in the performance of their duties. 

 
 
 * * * *  *  
 
FERGUSON, Sergeant Maurice Angus (R97493) - Mention in Despatches - No.52 MFH - Award 
effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March 
1945.  Born 15 July 1922. Home in Hamilton; enlisted in Trenton, 16 November 1940 as Nursing 
Orderly. Promoted AC1, 14 February 1941. Promoted LAC, 16 May 1940.  Promoted Corporal, 1 
WǳƴŜ мфпмΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ м 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ м aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ w!C 
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overseas, 31 March 1943. Repatriated 23 October 1945.  Retired 4 December 1945.  Pay card 
ǎƘƻǿ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ άaŀǳǊƛŎŜ CŜǊƎǳǎƻƴέ όƴƻ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƴŀƳŜύΦ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, F/O Percival Edward Hefferman (J40181) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - 
Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1478/45 dated 21 
September 1945.    Born 17 October 1918 in Harcourt, New Brunswick.  Enlisted in Moncton, 11 
August 1941.  To No.5A Manning Depot, 5 September 1941.  To No.5 Manning Depot, 7 
October 1941. To No.3 ITS, 23 November 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 19 January 1942 
when posted to No.17 EFTS; graduated 25 April 1942 when posted to No.8 SFTS; graduated and 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ мп !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ну !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦмнф όCƛƎƘǘŜǊύ 
Squadron, 12 September 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 14 February 1943. To No.128 
(Fighter) Squadron, 7 April 1943 but then appears to have been switched the same day to 
bƻΦмол όCƛƎƘǘŜǊύ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦмнт όCƛƎƘǘŜǊύ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ мн Wǳƭȅ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ŘŀǘŜ 
uncertain. Commissioned 23 December 1943. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 20 
January 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 23 June 1944.  Repatriated 2 August 1945.  To 
Composite Training School, 21 Septemberr 1945.  To No.124 Squadron, 1 November 1945. To 
Air Navigation School, 20 November 1945.  Retired 19 March 1946.  Living in Harcourt, New 
Brunswick in 1947. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
 
FERGUSON, S/L Robert Ross (J7584) - Mention in Despatches - Central Gunnery School - Award 
effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 337/45 dated 23 
February 1945.  Born in Winnipeg, 15 May 1917 (13 May 1917 according to Wikipedia entry). 
IƻƳŜ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ {ŀƴΣ όvǳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜύΣ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΦ  {ǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΤ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
Regina, 17 October 1940.  To Trenton, 10 November 1940.  To No.1 ITS, 21 February 1941; 
graduated and promoted LAC, 27 March 1941; posted that day to No.2 EFTS; graduated 26 May 
1941 when posted to No.10 SFTS; graduated and commissioned, 25 September 1941.  To 
Embarkation Depot, 26 September 1941. To RAF Trainee Pool, 15 October 1941. Served with 
No.410 Squadron Promoted Flying Officer, 25 September 1942.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 3 
December 1942.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 25 January 1943.  Repatriated 3 November 1944. 
Retired 10 March 1945.  Completed degree studies at University of Saskatchewan.  Died in 
Regina, 19 September 2006.  No citation. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, F/O Ross McMillan (J28917) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - 
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Award effective 6 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 January 1945 and AFRO 
508/45 dated 23 March 1945.  Born 21 May 1923, Scotsguard, Ontario.  Home Erin, Ontario.  
Labourer.  Enlisted in Hamilton, Ontario 6 April 1942 and posted to No.5 Manning Depot.  To 
No.8 SFTS (guard), 23 May 1942. To No.3 ITS, 15 August 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 10 
October 1942 but not posted to No.11 EFTS until 7 November 1942; graduated 8 January 1943 
and posted next day to No.8 SFTS; ceased training and posted to No.5 Manning Depot, 18 
February 1943; to No.9 AOS, 20 March 1943; graduated and commissioned, 6 August 1943.  To 
ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нл !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ нр !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ с 
February 1944.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, date uncertain.  Repatriated 5 June 1945. To No.1 
Air Command, 20 June 1945. To No.1 WS, 29 July 1945.  To Release Centre, 27 August 1945; 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ну !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпрΦ 5ƛŜŘ т !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлло ƛƴ 9ǊƛƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ 
tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of November/December 2003.  RCAF photo PL-31918 (ex 
UK-14053 dated 18 August 1944) shows W/C A.F. Avant (left), commander of Bison Squadron, 
receiving report from F/L Lou Neilly (Guilford, Ontario, on right) and F/O Ross Ferguson of Erin, 
Ontario (centre) following raid on Brunswick.  No citation other than "completed...numerous 
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost 
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.2609 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has 
recommendation from W/C A.F. Avant dated 13 October 1944 when he had flown 27 sorties 
(136 hours) from 27 May to 3 October 1944. 
 

This officer as navigator has completed a very large number of sorties against 
targets in France and Germany with notable success.  On all occasions he has 
displayed fine fighting spirit and his coolness under fire has been most 
praiseworthy.  By his accurate navigation, often under hazardous circumstances, 
he has contributed largely to the success of his missions.  His cheerfulness and 
eagerness to come to grips with the enemy have been most commendable.  He 
has been most helpful in his section training and inspiring newer navigators. 

 
It is considered that this officer's fine operational record, fortitude and devotion 
to duty fully merit the award of the DFC. 

 
Sortie list for this award as follows: 
 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (5.25) 
31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (4.20) 
4 June 1944 - Calais (3.55) 
5 June 1944 - Merville (4.20) 
6 June 1944 - Conde sur Noireau (6.00) 
8 June 1944 - Mayenne (5.25) 
14 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.00) 
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15 June 1944 - Boulogne (3.45) 
16 June 1944 - Sautrecourt (4.00) 
14 July 1944 - Anderbelck (3.35) 
18 July 1944 - Mondeville (4.25) 
18 July 1944 - Wesseling (5.20) 
20 July 1944 - Grand Bois (3.35) 
23 July 1944 - Donges (5.55) 
25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (9.00) 
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (4.45) 
31 July 1944 - Coquereaux (4.20) 
9 August 1944 - Le Neuville (3.50) 
12 August 1944 - Brunswick (5.35) 
13 August 1944 - Aisy (4.10) 
15 August 1944 - Gardening, La Rochelle (6.55) 
18 August 1944 - Connantre (6.40) 
28 August 1944 - Fresnay (3.40) 
15 September 1944 - Gardening, Oslo 6.25) 
24 September 1944 - Calais (4.10) 
27 September 1944 - Sterkrade (5.40) 
3 October 1944 - Gardening, Oslo (6.50) 
 
FERGUSON, F/L Ross McMillan, DFC (J28917) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 
Squadron - Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 
1945 and AFRO 1704/45 dated 9 November 1945. 
 

This officer has now completed two tours of operations, participating in attacks 
against many heavily defended targets, including Stuttgart, Essen and 
Merseberg.  The fine spirit shown by this officer, both in the air and on the 
ground, has been a splendid example to all navigators in the squadron.  Since the 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross, he has enhanced his already 
distinguished operational record.  His courage under fire, combined with his 
ability and efficiency, has always been outstanding. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, P/O Stephen (J92240) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 
October 1945.  Born 23 March 1915, Manchester, England.  Home Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
furnaceman.  Enlisted Hamilton, 28 December 1942.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 16 February 
1943. To No.4 WS, 2 April 1943. To Technical Training School, 2 April 1943. To No.2 Air Gunner 
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Ground Training School, 23 June 1943. Promoted LAC, 16 October 1943 when posted to No.3 
.D{Τ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ нс bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ŘŀǘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΤ 
taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 20 January 1944. Commissioned 18 October 1944. Repatriated 8 
April 1945.  Retired 19 May 1945.  RCAF photo PL-32916 (ex UK-15113 dated 20 September 
1944) shows Warrant Officer Johnny Joyce (WAG, Lamaque, Quebec, left) and Flight Sergeant 
Steve Ferguson (Niagara Falls) leaving their Halifax bomber following daylight raid on Le Havre.   
RCAF photo PL-40045 (ex UK-16350 dated 11 November 1944) has following caption: 
άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀƭƭΣ CƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΩǎ IΦwΦ {ƘŀǊǇŜ ό/ŀƭƎŀǊȅΣ ƳƛŘ-upper gunner), G.J. 
Brain (Toronto, rear gunner) and Steve Ferguson (Niagara Falls, mid-upper gunner) spend off-
duty hours applying the paint at the RCAF Bomber Group Goose Squadron base airfield in 
.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦέ bƻ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ϦŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦΦΦƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to 
duty".  DHist file 181.009 D.2818 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has recommendation dated 23 March 1945 
when he had flown 34 sorties (181 hours 45 minutes) between 1 August 1944 and 3 March 
1945. 
 

Pilot Officer Ferguson, as mid-upper gunner on four-engined bombers, has 
completed a tour of operations against the enemy.  His last nine sorties had to 
be put in as a spare gunner, but in spite of the length of his tour, this officer 
constantly displayed a fine fighting spirit and a keen sense of duty.  He 
participated in attacks on many heavily defended targets including Hanover, 
Magdeburg, Stuttgart and Cologne.  In view of his excellent example and fine 
operational record, Pilot Officer Ferguson is strongly recommended for the 
award of the Non-Immediate Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
 
1 August 1944 - Ferme de Forrestel (4.00) 
2 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.35) 
3 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.20) 
4 August 1944 - {ǘΦ [Ŝǳ ŘΩ9ǎǎŜǊƻƴǘ όпΦорύ 
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantelly (5.20) 
9 August 1944 - Forett de Nieppe (3.50) 
11 August 1944 - Montrichard (5.20) 
27 August 1944 - Mimoyecques (3.25) 
28 August 1944 - [ΩIŜȅ όоΦорύ 
30 August 1944 - Ile de Cezembre (5.25) 
9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.00) 
8 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.50) 
11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (5.00) 
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15 September 1944 - Kiel (6.00) 
26 September 1944 - Calais (4.20) 
27 September 1944 - Duisburg (4.25) 
28 September 1944 - Cap Gris Nez (4.05) 
15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.45) 
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.35) 
28 October 1944 - Cologne (6.25) 
1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (5.30) 
6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (5.00) 
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (6.40) 
26 November 1944 - Neusse (5.10) 
24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.35) 
2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (8.00) 
5 January 1945 - Hanover (5.30) 
16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (6.25) 
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.00) 
7 February 1945 - Goch (6.05) 
8 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10) 
9 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10) 
13 February 1945 - Bohlen (9.10) 
2 March 1945 - Cologne (5.10) 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, Corporal Wallace Sanford (R199590) - Overseas - Mention in Despatches  - 
awarded as per London Gazette date 1 January 1946 and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946. 
Born 9 May 1918.  Enlisted in Windsor, Ontario, 30 June 1941 as Master Motor Mechanic 
(Transport) and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.5 SFTS, 13 August 1941. Promoted AC1, 
15 October 1941. To Mountain View, 11 January 1943.  Promoted LAC, 1 April 1943.  To No.1 
{C¢{Σ но {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦм /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ мф aŀȅ мфппΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ но 
August 1944.  Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 29 August 1944.  Promoted 
Corporal, 1 December 1944. Repatriated 8 May 1946.  Retired 29 May 1946. Died 21 May 2001 
ƛƴ hƪŀƴŀƎŀƴ CŀƭƭǎΣ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
Legion Magazine of November/December 2001. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERGUSON, F/L William Thomas (C2643) - Air Force Cross - No.165 Squadron (since moved to 
No.168 Squadron)- Award effective 21 April 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 
802/45 dated 11 May 1945.  American, home at McAllen, Texas.  Enlisted in Ottawa, 26 August 
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1940 and commissioned as Flying Officer.  With Ferry Command as of 10 November 1941. To 
No.9 BGS, 13 April 1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 9 August 1942. To No.12 (Transport) 
Squadron, 12 May 1943.  To No.165 (Transport) Squadron, 17 August 1943. To No.7 Release 
Centre, 16 April 1945; retired 18 April 1945.  Had flown 1,818 flying hours when recommended. 
The card is very indistinct and he may have gone to No.168 Squadron as early as 17 August 
1943 (in which case the No.165 Squadron posting is questionable).  This required a check of the 
two squadron diaries. 
 

This officer, as captain of heavy transport aircraft, has constantly shown skill and 
determination of a high order.  As a flight commander his keenness and interest 
in those under him has been responsible for raising the efficiency of his flight to 
a very high level and the unflagging zeal with which he has performed his duties 
has set a splendid example to all those serving with him. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERNIE, F/O James Kay (J35761) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.415 Squadron - Award 
effective 5 April 1945 as per London Gazette dated 13 April 1945 and AFRO 824/45 dated 18 
May 1945.  Born 2 September 1915, Scotland.  Home Toronto.  Clerk.  Enlisted Toronto 25 June 
1942.  To No.5 Manning Depot, 19 November 1942. To No.31 SFTS (guard), 21 January 1943. To 
No.1 ITS, 6 February 1943; graduated and promoted LAC, 16 April 1943 but not posted to No.4 
!h{ ǳƴǘƛƭ м aŀȅ мфпоΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ мт {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ м 
October 1943; taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 21 October 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 17 
April 1944. Served in No.432 Squadron before No.415.  Repatriated 15 January 1945. Retired 15 
March 1945.  Died in Beeton, Ontario, July 1999; see Toronto Star of 15 July 1999. No citation 
other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he 
has] invariably displayed the utmost courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.1750 
(PAC RG.24 Vol.20608) has recommendation dated 21 December 1944 when he had flown 31 
sorties (146 hours 15 minutes): 
 

This officer has navigated his aircraft to many heavily defended German targets 
under adverse conditions.  Highly skilled and always enthusiastic for operations, 
he has also been most helpful in ground training.  Strongly recommended for the 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross (Non-Immediate). 

 
Note: In crew of Halifax NA582, 10/11 September 1944, target Le Havre. Aircraft hit by flak but 
returned to base safely, no injuries.  Crew were as follows: Pilot - P/O F. M .Forbes RCAF 
(J86509); Flight Engineer - Sgt R A Afford RAF (1867640); Navigator - P/O James Kay Fernie RCAF 
(J35761), of Toronto, Ontario, Canada; Bomb Aimer - Sgt Stanley Earle Morris RCAF (R184868), 
of Toronto, Ontario, Canada;  Wireless Operator/Air Gunner - F/Sgt D A Vitarelli RCAF 
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(R136141), of Peterborough, Ontario, Canada; Mid Upper Gunner - Sgt C Lovie RCAF (R186485);  
Rear Gunner - Sgt John Caldwell Johnstone Scarf,  RCAF (R200775, later J90970), Fort Erie, 
Ontario, Canada;  Dorsal Gunner - Sgt Richard Cecil Morrison RCAF (R121748), of Beverly, 
Alberta. Canada). 
 
During the evening of 2 November 1944 many of those named above were flying Halifax MZ882 
on operations to Dusseldorf when the aircraft was attacked by a Junker Ju88. Sgt Afford was 
injured in the back during the attack, the rear turret was badly damaged and the rear of the 
aircraft was set on fire. The air gunners returned fire and damaged their attacker. F/O Forbes 
was able to keep control with the help of two of his crew holding onto the elevator controls and 
landed at Woodbridge airfield at 21.10hrs with serious damage. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERNIHOUGH, F/O Ross John (J388737) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award 
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO 
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945.  Born in York, Ontario, 5 May 1913; home in Hamilton 
(fountain manager); enlisted there 5 August 1942.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 30 August 1942. To 
No.14 SFTS (guard), 21 January 1943. To No.5 ITS, 3 April 1943; graduated and promoted LAC, 
12 June 1943 but not posted to No.1 AOS until 10 July 1943; graduated and commissioned, 26 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΤ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ bƻΦн !ƛǊŎǊŜǿ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
мс WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфппΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ мм CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфппΦ  ¢ŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ bƻΦо tw/Σ р 
March 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 26 May 1944.  Repatriated 5 August 1945.  Retired 28 
September 1945.   RCAF photo PL-43038 (ex UK-20245 dated 9 April 1945) shows three 
navigators of No.408 Squadron on completion of first operational tour - F/O Ross Fernihough 
(Hamilton, Ontario), Warrant Officer A.F. Hearnden (Ottawa) and F/O John Sargent (New 
Hazelton, British Columbia). 
 

Flying Officer Fernihough's outstanding ability, coolness and courage have 
earned him the admiration of his fellow crew members.  His efficiency has been 
responsible for the completion of many successful operations.  He has acted as 
deputy navigator leader in a satisfactory manner.  His navigational skill has 
enabled his aircraft to return safely to base on numerous occasions, when it has 
been menaced by enemy anti-aircraft fire and fighters. 

 
The original recommendation is found in DHH file 181.009 D.2618 (Library and Archives Canada 
RG.24 Volume 20627); drafted by W/C F.R. Sharp, 17 April 1945 when he had flown 35 sorties 
(218 hours 50 minutes): 
 

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.40) 
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9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.05) 
12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.50) 
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.30) 
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50) 
23 October 1944 - Essen (6.20) 
25 October 1944 - Homberg (4.55) 
28 October 1944 - Cologne (6.40) 
30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.15) 
1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (5.40) 
2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.50) 
6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (5.00) 
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (5.55) 
26 November 1944 - Neuss (5.15) 
30 November 1944 - Duisburg (5.55) 
2 December 1944 - Hagen (7.00) 
4 December 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.50) 
6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (6.10) 
18 December 1944 - Duisburg (5.55) 
24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.15) 
29 December 1944 - Trois Dorf (6.25) 
2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.25) 
16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (6.25) 
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.00) 
4 February 1945 - Bonn (6.00) 
7 February 1945 - Goch (6.10) 
9 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10) 
13 February 1945 - Bohlen (9.10) 
14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (8.30) 
27 February 1945 - Mainz (6.50) 
1 March 1945 - Mannheim (7.20) 
2 March 1945 - Cologne (5.50) 
14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (6.20) 
15 March 1945 - Hagen (6.35) 
22 March 1945 - Dorsten (5.50) 
 
Flying Officer R.J. Fernihough (J38737) has recently completed a tour of 
operations on four-engined bombers.  Throughout his tour, this navigator 
repeatedly has won  the admiration of fellow crew and squadron members for 
his outstanding ability, courage and ingenuity.  On numerous occasions when his 
aircraft was menaced by enemy flak and night fighters, he repeatedly proved 
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himself a strong, steadying influence, keeping his pilot completely informed as to 
position no matter how extensive the evasive action.  His accuracy in navigation 
more than once has won the praise of fliers, even exclusive of his own crew.  
Flying Officer Fernihough has also acted as Deputy Navigation Leader in a highly 
satisfactory manner. 

 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
award of the Non-Immediate Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERNYHOUGH, P/O Walter (J85610) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.432 Squadron (deceased) 
- Award effective 27 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 25 January 1946 and AFRO 244/46 
dated 8 March 1946.  Born Clyde, Alberta 19 March 1923.  Home Victoria, B.C.  Enlisted 
Vancouver 10 March 1942 and posted to No.3 Manning Depot, Edmonton.  To No.7 ITS, 
Saskatoon, 21 June 1942; promoted LAC, 14 August 1942 but not posted to No.6 EFTS, Prince 
Albert until 13 September 1942; to No.4 SFTS, Saskatoon, 8 November 1942; graduated and 
promoted Sergeant, 5 March 1943.  Posted on 20 March 1943 to "Y" Depot, Halifax; embarked 
27 March 1943; disembarked in Britain, 4 April 1943. To No.15 (P) AFU, 1 June 1943.  Attached 
to No.1511 Beam Approach Training Flight, 6-12 July 1943.  To No.22 OTU, 10 August 1943.  To 
No.62 Base, 6 November 1943.  To No.1679 Conversion Unit, date unclear.  To No.432 
Squadron, 12 December 1943.  Commissioned 31 March 1944.  Killed in action 28/29 June 1944 
(Halifax MZ591); buried in France. 
 

Pilot Officer Fernyhough, as pilot and captain of aircraft, completed numerous 
operations against the enemy in the course of which he has invariably displayed 
the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty. 

 
NOTE:  DHist file 181.009 D.1516 (RG.24 Vol.20601) has recommendation dated 26 June 1944 
when he had flown 30 sorties (175 hours ten minutes), 25 November 1943 to 16 June 1944.  
Sortie list and submission as follows: 
 
 25 November 1943 - Sea search (4.25) 

16 December 1943 - Berlin (6.47) 
20 December 1943 - Frankfurt (6.18) 
29 December 1943 - Berlin (2.34, duty not carried out) 
1 January 1944 - Berlin (7.17) 
5 January 1944  - Stettin (8.38) 
27 January 1944 - Berlin (8.12) 
28 January 1944 - Berlin (7.28) 
30 January 1944 - Berlin (6.15) 
16 February 1944 - Sea search (3.00) 
24 February 1944 - Schweinfurt (8.00) 
1 March 1944 - Stuttgart (7.40) 
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15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (8.30) 
18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.30) 
30 March 1944 - Nuremberg (8.00) 
9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.18) 
18 April 1944 - Noisy le Sec (5.00) 
20 April 1944 - Lens (4.35) 
24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.30) 
26 April 1944 - Essen (4.50) 
27 April 1944 - Montzen (4.15) 
1 May 1944 - Ghislain (4.00) 
7 May 1944 - Valerie en Caux (3.45) 
19 May 1944 - Le Criplon (3.20) 
22 May 1944 - Le Means (4.50) 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.15) 
2 June 1944 - Neufchatel (3.25) 
6 June 1944 - Coutances (4.00) 
8 June 1944 - Mayenne (5.35) 
12 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.10) 
14 June 1944 - St. Pol (3.30) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade Holten (4.40) 

 
Under a calm and quiet manner this officer has always maintained a fine 
offensive spirit in action which has inspired confidence in his crew and in other 
crews in his flight.  Many of his 30 operational sorties have been over heavily 
defended targets in Germany such as Frankfurt, Essen, Berlin (five times), 
Stuttgart and Schweinfurt. His exceptional qualities of leadership, his fine record 
of achievement and his devotion to duty warrant a strong recommendation for 
the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻƳōŜǊǎέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎƻǊǘƛŜΤ IŀƭƛŦŀȄ a½рфмΣ bƻΦпон 
Squadron (QO-K), target Metz, 28/29 June 1944. Airborne at 2217 hours, 28 June 1944 from 
East Moor to bomb the rail yards. Shot down by a night fighter, crashing at Chevrieres (Oise), 18 
km NE of Creil, where those killed are buried in the town's Communal Cemetery.  Crew were 
P/O W.Fernyhough, DFC, RCAF (killed); P/O J.Hembry (killed); P/O J.V.Musser, RCAF (killed); P/O 
H.J.Kennedy, RCAF (killed); P/O P.B.Woolfenden (POW); P/O E.McEwan, RCAF (killed); F/L 
J.I.Williams (killed). 
 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERRELL, Sergeant George (R117536) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.103 Squadron - Award 
effective 2 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1943 and AFRO 1459/43 dated 30 
July 1943.  American in the RCAF.  Born 14 October 1914 in Trenton, New Jersey.  Home in 
Belleville, New Jersey.  Electrician.  Enlisted in Montreal 12 July 1941 and posted to No.1 
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Manning Depot.  To No.4 WS, 27 September 1941. Promoted LAC, 29 October 1941. To 
Trenton, 8 June 1942; to No.6 BGS, 18 July 1942; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 28 August 
мфпнΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нс hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпнΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭƛƎƘǘ 
Sergeant, 29 February 1943. Discharged from RCAF, 28 July 1943. Cited with a Sergeant K. 
Breckon (RAF, awarded DFM). RCAF photo PL-22188 (ex UK-5990 dated 4 November 1943) 
taken when he was a Technical Sergeant with American forces, after investiture at Buckingham 
Palace.   RCAF photo PL-22190 (ex UK-5992 dated 4 November 1943) shows Flight Sergeant D.C. 
Moore (George Medal, Durham, Ontario) chatting after investiture with other recipients, 
notably (on his left) Technical Sergeant G.W. Ferrell (DFM, Belleville, New Jersey). 
 

Sergeants Breckon and Ferrell were pilot and mid-upper gunner, respectively, of 
an aircraft which attacked Dortmund on night in May 1943. On the return flight 
the aircraft was subjected to repeated attacks by an enemy fighter.  Although his 
turret was rendered unserviceable early in the combat, Sergeant Ferrell 
operated it manually, at the same time giving his captain a commentary on the 
attacker's movements.  In spite of his difficulties Sergeant Ferrell eventually 
delivered a well directed burst of fire and shot the attacker down.  Soon after 
crossing the enemy coast one of the bomber's engines caught fire and became 
unserviceable while a little later another engine ceased to function.  Despite this, 
Sergeant Breckon flew on and, although a third engine became unserviceable as 
the English coast was reached, he succeeded in gaining an airfield where he 
executed a masterly landing without the aid of flaps.  These members of aircraft 
crew displayed great skill, courage and  determination in circumstances fraught 
with great danger. 

 
NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/4974 has recommendation for a CGM (Flying) drafted 29 May 
1943 by the Commanding Officer of No.103 Squadron.  This award was supported up to the 
level of Air Officer Commanding, No.1 Group, so it was presumably downgraded at Bomber 
Command Headquarters. He had flown only one sortie (five hours ten minutes). 
 

During the attack on Dortmund on the night of 23/24th May 1943, Sergeant 
Ferrell, a Canadian, was mid-upper gunner of a Lancaster aircraft.  After leaving 
the target, his aircraft was attacked by an enemy night fighter which carried out 
nine separate attacks in all. On the third attack both the mid-upper and rear 
turrets were rendered unserviceable almost simultaneously.  Undaunted by the 
extremely hazardous position in which he was thus placed, he showed 
exceptional courage and determination in continuing coolly to warn his captain 
of each impending attack and giving him evasive directions at the same time 
endeavouring to ward off the attacks by manipulating his turret manually, 
rotating it by hand to whatever side the attack was coming from, and opening 
fire as best he could under these extremely difficult circumstances.  On the sixth 
attack after his turret became unserviceable he got the fighter into his sights and 
opened fire, whereupon the fighter went into a steep dive and was seen to crash 
on the ground. 
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Sergeant Ferrell not only showed exceptional skill as a gunner, but displayed 
outstanding gallantry and coolness in the face of danger and by his fearless 
determination and presence of mind extricated his crew from a perilous 
situation. He has set a high example for all to follow, and I have no hesitation in 
strongly recommending him for the immediate award of the Conspicuous 
Gallantry Medal. 

 
Public Record Office Air 50/292 has the following Combat Report for the night of 23/24 May 
1943,  Lancaster C2/103, W4325: 
 

Returning from a raid on Dortmund on the night of 23/24 May 1943, while flying 
at 18,000 feet, position 5205N 0640E, visibility good, about 8 to 10 miles with 
moon practically full on port quarter up, the time 0218 hours, the rear gunner of 
Lancaster C.2  {Sergeant Lefort] sighted a Ju.88 on green quarter down, 350 
yards range.  The rear gunner gave instructions to the pilot to make a diving turn 
starboard, which was carried out, and as this evasive action was being taken, the 
rear gunner and mid-upper gunner [Ferrell] opened fire but observed no hits. 

 
The fighter was unable to get a burst in on this attack, so broke off on the red 
quarter down, whereupon the pilot from instructions from the rear gunner 
resumed course and the Ju.88 positioned himself on the port quarter up about 
400 yards away. 

 
When the fighter committed himself to the attack once more, the rear gunner 
again gave orders for a diving turn to port, which the pilot carried out 
immediately and the rear gunner and mid-upper opened fire, observing hits, and 
once again the fighter was forced to break off the attack without opening fire, 
whereupon the pilot resumed course after receiving instructions to do so from 
the rear gunner, and the Ju.88 positioned himself on the green quarter up about 
450 yards. 

 
When the fighter committed himself to the attack once more, the mid-upper 
gave instructions to the pilot to make a diving turn to starboard, which was 
carried out; the Ju.88 opened fire from 200 yards for about two seconds and put 
both rear turret and mid-upper turret unserviceable, but was unable to follow up 
attack and broke away down to port, whereupon the pilot resumed course after 
receiving orders from the mid-upper to do so and the Ju.88 positioned himself 
more on the red quarter down about 350 yards away. 

 
The mid-upper, fearing that the intercom might be put unserviceable, gave the 
skipper orders to corkscrew continually while continuing on course, which was 
carried out.  The Ju.88 attacked once more and his cannon shells hit the 
starboard main plane and rudder.  The fighter broke off the attack at 150 yards, 
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diving down on starboard quarter and back up, position on the green quarter up 
about 300 yards away, and attacked once again from that position. 

 
In the meantime the mid-upper, finding his turret unserviceable, put it in hand 
rotation, and rotating the turret by hand to the side from which the attack was 
coming, while the rear gunner with one hand and elevator and depressed the 
gun, and with the other opened fire, but found it difficult to make a correct 
allowance. 

 
The Ju.88 altogether made six attacks from alternate sides and the mid-upper 
continued to rotate his turret from side to side, opening fire as best he could 
each time. 

 
On the sixth attack after the turrets were unserviceable, the fighter ran through 
the mid-ǳǇǇŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ 
down and was seen to crash on the deck and burst into flames by the rear 
gunner, wireless operator and engineer. 

 
There were no searchlights cooperating with fighter and there was no flak. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERRIER, A/V/M Alan, MC (C11) - Companion, Order of the Bath - AFHQ, Air Member for 
Aeronautical Engineering - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date, 
Canada Gazette dated 6 January 1945 and AFRO 89/45 dated 19 January 1945.  See Canadian 
²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ, 1968.  Born in Ootacamund, India, 26 May 1894.  Educated in Switzerland.  Served 
with Royal Engineers in France, 1914-1919.  Graduated in civil engineering from McGill 
University, 1920 and from College of Science in London, 1927.  Joined Air Board, November 
1921 and Engineering Clerk; later in CAF.  Joined RCAF, Ottawa, 1 April 1924.  Seconded  to 
Department of Transport, 1937-1939 as Chief Aeronautical Engineer.  Returned to duty with 
RCAF and appointed Director of Aeronautical Engineering, having charge of design 
development and inspection of aircraft related to RCAF.  Promoted Group Captain, 20 
September 1940.  Promoted Air Commodore, 13 January 1942. Promoted Air Vice-Marshal, 3 
June 1942.  Appointed to Canadian Air Transport Board in 1944.  Retired 23 March 1945 to 
continue duties with Air Transport Board.  Resigned from that in 1949 to serve ICAO, 1949-1957 
as Assistant Secretary-General for Air Navigation. Died in Montreal, 26 June 1971. 
 

This officer's ability and integrity have been well established by many years of 
service in the Royal Canadian Air Force.  Air Vice-Marshal Ferrier has carried out 
a great deal of work on the development and executive side of Aeronautical 
Engineering.  He has at all times given the service everything that he has, without 
reserve, and consequently can be trusted to carry more than his share of the 
load.  During his appointment as Air Member of Air Council for Aeronautical 
Engineering, his wealth of knowledge and experience have been of inestimable 
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value.  He set a high standard in devotion to duty and is a splendid example to all 
those with whom he associates. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERRIS, WO1 (now P/O) Cyril (R79732/J92660) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.434 Squadron - 
Award effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 February 1945 and AFRO 
563/45 dated 29 March 1945.   Born 24 April1922 at Raymore, Saskatchewan; home there.  
Enlisted in Regina, 15 November 1940.  To No.1A Manning Depot, 9 December 1940. To No.7 
Equipment Depot, 31 December 1940. To No.1 ITS, 27 March 1941; graduated and promoted 
LAC, 4 May 1941 when posted to No.7 EFTS; may have graduated 21 June 1941 but not posted 
to No.6 SFTS until 3 July 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 13 September 1941.  To 
Embarkation Depot, 14 September 1941. To RAF Trainee Pool, 5 October 1941.  Promoted 
Flight Sergeant, 13 March 1942.  Promoted WO2, 13 September 1942. Promoted WO1, 13 
March 1943.  Commissioned 13 November 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 13 May 1945.  
Repatriated 14 May 1945. To Central Flying School, 30 June 1945. To No.7 Release Centre, 6 
August 1945; retired 31 August 1945.  Postwar settled in Calgary and spent thirty-five years 
working for Domtar Chemicals in purchasing until his retirement in 1987.  Died in Calgary, 11 
May 2010.  Photo PL-попфт ǎƘƻǿǎ ƘƛƳ ǇƻǎƛƴƎ άǳƴƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴέ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǳǊΦ 
 

This Warrant Officer has displayed courage and coolness of the highest order.  
On one occasion in November 1944 his aircraft was detailed to attack 
Oberhausen. Anti-aircraft opposition was encountered during the approach to 
the target area.  The wireless operator was killed and the bomb aimer, flight 
engineer and navigator were wounded.  Despite these harassing circumstances 
Warrant Officer Ferris, as pilot and captain of aircraft, pressed home the attack 
and successfully completed the mission.  His great tenacity and indomitable 
spirit have won the admiration of all. 

 
DHist file 181.009 D.1634 (RG.24 Volume 20604) has recommendation by W/C A.P Blackburn 
dated 5 December 1944, by which time he had completed five sorties (25 hours 20 minutes) as 
Captain of aircraft.  See also Sergeant C.A. Barber. 
 

On the night of November 1st, 1944, during an attack on Oberhausen, WO1 
CŜǊǊƛǎΩǎ  ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ōȅ Ŧƭŀƪ ƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ 
in the Wireless Operator being instantly killed, the Bombardier receiving head 
injuries and the Engineer and Navigator being slightly injured.  Despite these 
harassing circumstances, WO1 Ferris as pilot and captain of the aircraft, pressed 
home the attack and successfully completed the mission.  On this occasion WO1 
Ferris displayed great tenacity, coolness in the face of danger and devotion to 
duty, worthy of emulation by the whole squadron.  I recommend the immediate 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list actually named twelve trips (69 hours 20 minutes) as follows: 
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6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.35, second pilot) 
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.20, second pilot) 
28 October 1944 - Cologne (5.25) 
30 October 1944 - Cologne (3.10) 
1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (4.50, hit by flak, WOAG killed) 
16 November 1944 - Julich (5.15) 
18 November 1944 - Munster (6.00) 
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (6.35) 
27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.15) 
30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.30) 
2 December 1944 - Hagen (6.55) 
4 December 1944 - Karlsruhe (7.30) 
 
  * * * * *  
 
FERRIS, F/O Jack Rowe (J20924) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.419 Squadron - Award 
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45 
dated 23 February 1945.  Born 10 February 1915 in Toronto; home there; bookkeeper.  Enlisted 
Toronto 13 January 1942. Granted Leave Without Pay until 28 January 1942 when posted to 
No.1 Manning Depot. To Trenton, 28 February 1942. To No.6 BGS, 10 April 1942.  To No.5 ITS, 
23 May 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 18 July 1942 when posted to No.8 AOS; graduated 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘΣ с bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нл bƻǾember 1942; to RAF overseas, 10 
December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 9 May 1943.  Repatriated 3 November 1944. 
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 9 November 1944. To No.1 Training Command, 6 December 1944.  
To Trenton, 11 December 1944. To AFHQ, 12 September 1945. Retired 25 June 1946.  No 
citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air 
operations against the enemy."  DHist file 181.009 D.3260 (RG.24 Vol.20637) has 
recommendation dated 24 August 1944 when he had flown 37 sorties (197 hours 25 minutes), 
4 January to 4 August 1944. 
 

Flying Officer Ferris has taken part in 37 attacks on the enemy, including 11 
sorties against the main German targets.  On his first operational sortie his 
aircraft crashed on returning to this country and he was slightly injured.  This, 
however, did not in any way lessen his keenness to fly and determination to 
attack the enemy.  His high standard of navigation was primarily responsible for 
the fact that during his complete tour his aircraft was never in any difficulty from 
either flak or fighters and his high courage and fine workmanship were an 
inspiration to all who came in contact with him. 

 
L ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳŜǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ 
non-immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list follows; those marked with (*) were Halifax trips; all others on Lancasters: 
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*4 January 1944 - Gardening, Bay of Biscay (7.00) 
*24 February 1944 - Gardening, Kiel Bay (3.35) 
*2 March 1944 - Meulons sur Mureaux (6.25) 
*6 March 1944 - Trappes (5.20) 
*13 March 1944 - Le Mans (6.40) 
*15 March 1944 - Amiens (6.00) 
*25 March 1944 - Aulnoye (6.35) 
*26 March 1944 - Courtrai (5.40) 
*9 April 1944 - Lille (5.40) 
*10 April 1944 - Ghent (4.40) 
19 April 1944 - sea search (5.05) 
*20 April 1944 - Lens (4.50) 
27 April 1944 - Montzen (4.30) 
10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.35) 
11 May 1944 - Boulogne (4.05) 
24 May 1944 - Aachen (5.30) 
27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.40) 
4 June 1944 - Pas de Calais (4.10) 
5 June 1944 - Merville (5.00) 
6 June 1944 - Coutances (6.20) 
9 June 1944 - Le Mans (5.40) 
12 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.50) 
14 June 1944 - St. Pol (4.00) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (5.10) 
27 June 1944 - CƻǊŜǘ ŘΩ9ŀǿȅ όпΦррύ 
4 July 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (6.30) 
6 July 1944 - Siracourt (4.35, day) 
7 July 1944 - Caen (4.30, day) 
12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.50, day) 
18 July 1944 - Caen (4.30, day) 
18 July 1944 - Wesseling (5.55) 
23 July 1944 - Kiel (5.50) 
24 July 1944 - Stuttgart (9.00) 
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.35) 
1 August 1944 - Acquet (4.20, day) 
3 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (5.50, day) 
4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (5.25) 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERRIS, W/C William Donovan Swanzey (C1351) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron 
- Award effective 16 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 28 May 1943 and AFRO 1187/43 
dated 25 June 1943.  Born in Edmonton, 1911; home there. Educated in Edmonton and 
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Brentwood School, Victoria.  Attended University of Alberta (engineering), 1930-31. To Great 
Bear Lake in 1935.  North-West Territories traffic manager for Mackenzie Air Service before the 
war and their pilots gave him instruction.  Enlisted in Edmonton, 6 November 1939. Trained at 
No.1 SFTS (graduated 13 July 1940). To No.5 SFTS, 12 October 1940.  Promoted Flight 
Lieutenant, 15 July 1941.  Took an Army Cooperation course at Rockcliffe and flying instructor 
course at Trenton.  Instructed at Brantford.  To Ferry Command, 31 March 1942. To RAF 
overseas, 1 April 1942. Promoted Squadron Leader, 15 July 1942.  Promoted Wing Commander, 
1 June 1943.  Promoted Group Captain, 15 June 1944. Repatriated 1 September 1945. To 
Northwest Air Command, 5 September 1945. To Fort St. John, 13 October 1945. To Northwest 
Air Command, 31 October 1945. To No.1 Instrument Flying School, 7 November 1945. Retired 5 
March 1946. 
 

This officer has undertaken numerous sorties, including attacks on such heavily 
defended areas as Emden, Berlin, Essen, Cologne, and others.  He has displayed 
fine leadership, great courage and skill, setting a most inspiring example.  On one 
occasion, with Stettin as the objective, locomotives and searchlight positions 
were machine-gunned in the course of the flight.  On two occasions his aircraft 
has been illuminated by searchlights whilst over the target but, in spite of this, 
Wing Commander Ferris executed successful attacks. 

 
NOTE: DHH file RG.24 Volume 20627 has original recommendation drafted by G/C C.R. Dunlap, 
7 May 1943 when he had flown 16 sorties (99 hours 26 minutes) and was much more detailed: 
 

Wing Commander Ferris has carried out 16 operational sorties during which 
some of the most heavily defended enemy targets have been attacked.  These 
operations include the following: 

 
Emden (1) - Lorient (1) - Kiel (1) - Cologne (1) 
Duisburg (1) - Dusseldorf (1) - Turin (1) - Dormund (1) 
Berlin (1) - Essen (1) - Stettin (1) - Lorient (Gardening) 5 

 
Wing Commander Ferris has been in command of No.408 (RCAF) Squadron since 
September 1942, and during this period by his forceful and energetic efforts he 
has built up a squadron which is second to none in keenness, skill and 
determination.  In recognition of his achievements in this regard, he is held in a 
position of great esteem and admiration by those who serve under his 
command. 

 
He is at his best during periods of stress and misfortune.  His able leadership has 
pulled the squadron through some trying experiences; his coolness and 
leadership on such occasions has a most stabilizing and elevating influence; his 
trip to Stettin on April 20th, 1943, and also his trip to Dortmund on May 4th, 
1943, were made when the fortunes of the squadron were at a low ebb; his 
outstanding performance on these two occasions once again elevated the spirit 
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of the squadron to its normal high level.  Both targets mentions were 
successfully attacked, but neither sortie was without incident.  On the former the 
trip was made at tree-top level, and the tail gunner was afforded several 
opportunities of shooting up trains and searchlights.  On the latter, shortly after 
the release of the bombs the aircraft was picked up by searchlights for nearly 15 
minutes, in spite of violent evasive action accompanied by great loss of height.  
On the trip to Berlin on March 1st, 1943 he had a similar and even more trying 
experience with searchlights, this time being coned on successive occasions for a 
period totalling more than 20 minutes.  In spite of the fact that this coning 
necessitated two additional operational climbs, Wing Commander Ferris was 
quite unperturbed and pressed on to his objective which he attacked 
successfully. 

 
I consider that Wing Commander Ferris is truly deserving of this recognition, and 
have no hesitation in strongly recommending the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

 
DHH file 181.009 D.1513 (Library and Archives RG.24 Vol.20600) has a recommendation for a 
DSO raised on 3 October 1943 by G/C D. Edwards (commanding Linton-on-Ouse).  He was 
reported to have flown 19 sorties (111 hours 30 minutes) and 25 hours since his previous 
award.  Not granted but transcribed for the historical record: 
 

After a period of just over a year and a half in Canada as successful instructor, 
Wing Commander Ferris, DFC, was posted to an operational theatre as a captain 
of a crew, a flight commander and then as squadron commander. 

 
He has been in command of No.408 (RCAF) Squadron since September 1st, 1942 
and during this period by his forceful and energetic efforts he has built up a 
squadron which is second to none in keenness, skill and determination.  In 
recognition of his achievement in this regard, he is held in a position of great 
esteem and admiration by those who serve under his command.  Under his 
leadership, his squadron has completed successfully three conversions on to new 
types of aircraft, having established an enviable record for sorties done and 
maintained the highest standard of ability and fine spirit amongst the crews.  His 
personal ability coupled with his strong sense of duty has been the major factor 
in the fine record of achievement of his squadron.  His low personal record of 
sorties is due only to the complicated conversions he has been asked to 
supervise plus the training on special equipment of a secret nature which 
demanded time spent on the ground and his sense of responsibility that these 
must be done well. As a result all have been done well. 

 
Wing Commander Ferris, DFC, is at his best during period of stress and 
misfortune. His able leadership has pulled the squadron through many trying 
experiences.  His coolness on such occasions has been a stabilizing and elevating 
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influence.  His trip to Stettin on April 20th, 1943, and Dortmund on May 4th, 
1943, were made when the fortunes of the squadron were at a low ebb.  His 
outstanding performance on these two occasions  again elevated the spirit of the 
squadron to its normal high level.  Both targets mentions were successfully 
attacked, but neither without incident.  On the former a trip was made at tree-
top level, and the tail gunner was afforded several opportunities of shooting up 
trains and searchlights.  On the latter, shortly after the release of the bombs the 
aircraft was picked up by searchlights.  On the trip latter, shortly after releasing 
the bombs, the aircraft was picked up by searchlights for approximately 15 
minutes in spite of violent evasive action accompanied by great loss of height.  
On a trip to Berlin on March 1st, 1943 he again had a similar and even more 
trying experience with searchlights, this time being coned on successive 
occasions for a of more than 20 minutes in spite of the fact that this coning 
necessitated two additional operational climbs, Wing Commander Ferris was 
quite unperturbed and pressed on to his objective which he attacked 
successfully. 

 
Since being awarded the DFC in May 1943, he has carried out four offensive 
sorties over enemy territory and flown a further 25 hours on operations.  These 
operations included sorties to Dortmund, Cologne, Hamburg and Stuttgart.  On 
the Dortmund sortie he was again coned by searchlights necessitating a drop of 
height from 14,000  to 4,000 feet before successfully evading the cone. 

 
I consider Wing Commander Ferris is truly deserving of this recognition and have 
no hesitation in strongly recommending the immediate award of the DSO. 

 
On 27 October 1943 the Base Commander of No.62 Base (Air Commodore C.M. McEwen) 
endorsed this as follows: 
 

Wing Commander Ferris has had command of No.408 Squadron for over a year 
and during that time he has built up the squadron to a high level of efficiency by 
his successful organization of training and conversions. On operations, his 
outstanding leadership and coolness in the most difficult circumstances have 
gained for him the admiration and respect of his whole squadron.  I concur in the 
remarks of the Station Commander and recommend Wing Commander Ferris for 
the immediate award of the DSO. 

 
RCAF Press Release No. 736 dated SeptŜƳōŜǊ сΣ мфпн ŦǊƻƳ άaŀŎDƛƭƭƛǾǊŀȅέ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
 

{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ όά¢ƛƴȅέύ CŜǊǊƛǎ ƻŦ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
promoted to Wing Commander and given Command of an RCAF bomber 
squadron, succeeding Wing Commander John Despard Twigg of Ottawa who was 
reported missing on operations late last month. 
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Since June, a Flight Commander in another RCAF squadron led by Wing 
Commander D.A.R. Bradshaw of London, Ontario, Wing Commander Ferris 
receives his second promotion in less than three months in recognition of his 
excellent three-ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w/!CΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
which he has shown since coming overseas on April 1 of the present year. 

 
Born in Edmonton 30 years ago, the son of the late Dr. W.D. Ferris and of Mrs. 
Ferris, the new Wing Commander had an adventurous career in the Arctic before 
leaving civilian life.  Joining the Mackenzie Air Service in 1936, he became Traffic 
Manager in the remote Yellowknife district and covered many hundreds of miles 
by dog-team in the course of his duties.  His flying experience with the 
Mackenzie Service paid dividends when he enlisted in the RCAF on October 5, 
1939, for within two weeks he was flying as a Provisional Pilot Officer at Calgary. 

 
He got his wings at Camp Borden, in Course No. 4, in May of 1940, took an army 
Co-operation Course at Rockcliffe, attended Central Flying School at Trenton 
where he became Flying Officer, and from October of 1940 until March 22 of this 
year, he was on the staff of No. 5 SFTS, Brantford, Ontario, becoming Flight 
Lieutenant and a Flight Commander. 

 
Flying a Hudson across the Atlantic in April, he attended OTU in England; soon 
ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƘŜ άǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻǇǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ .ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ƙƻǘ 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǎƘƻǘ ǳǇέ ōȅ ŀ Ju88 and his tail gunner 
badly wounded. His trips since that time have included such targets as Emden, 
Duisburg and others. 

 
 * * * * *  
 
FERTICH, FS (now P/O) Frank Otto (R168908/J95105) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.428 
Squadron - Effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and 
AFRO 133/45 dated 8 February 1946.  Born 29 February 1924 in Rockglen, Saskatchewan; home 
in Rossland, British Columbia.  Store clerk and ex-RCA.  Enlisted in Calgary, 24 June 1942.  
Trained at No.4 BGS (graduated 29 November 1943).  In postwar RCAF (208976) as a Corporal 
and  firefighter.   Died in Trail, British Columbia, 15 October 2014. No citation, 
"completed...operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed 
the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.1941 (RG.24 
Vol.20612) has recommendation by S/L R.W. Swartz dated 20 April 1945 when he had flown 29 
sorties (214 hours ten minutes), 25 October 1944 to 22 March 1945. 
 

Flight Sergeant Fertich has shown great tenacity of purpose, cool courage and 
determination throughout his tour.  He has carried out all duties with an 
unselfish devotion and has displayed great co-operative spirit both in the air and 
on the ground. 
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His ability as an air gunner has been outstanding and has proven a definite asset 
to his crew and the squadron as a whole. 

 
For his courage and devotion to duty I recommend the Non-Immediate award of 
the D.F.M. 

 
Clearly in crew captained by F/O Robert Thomas Anderson.  The sortie list was as follows: 
 
25 October 1944 - Essen (6.05) 
28 October 1944 - Cologne (6.05) 
30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.45) 
1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (6.35) 
15 December 1944 - Ludwigshaven (6.20) 
18 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.35) 
29 December 1944 - Scholven (6.55) 
30 December 1944 - Cologne (6.55) 
2 January 1945 - Nuremberg (9.50) 
5 January 1945 - Hanover (5.50) 
6 January 1945 - Neuss (7.20) 
14 January 1945 - Merseburg (9.20) 
16 January 1945 - Zeitz (8.55) 
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.50) 
1 February 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.40) 
2 February 1945 - Wiesbaden (7.20) 
4 February 1945 - Bonn (6.35) 
7 February 1945 - Goch (6.25) 
23 February 1945 - Pfzorheim (9.20) 
27 February 1945 - Mainz (7.35) 
28 February 1945 - Neuss (3.05, recalled) 
2 March 1945 - Cologne (6.15) 
5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (10.20) 
7 March 1945 - Dessau (9.30) 
11 March 1945 - Essen (6.15) 
12 March 1945 - Dortmund (7.00) 
14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.15) 
15 March 1945 - Hagen (7.00) 
20 March 1945 - Heide (5.10) 
22 March 1945 - Hildesheim (6.05) 
 
The following poem (one of many he composed) was found in his personal effects after his 
death; it was published in the Trail DailyTimes, 12 November 2015. 
 
CǊƻƳ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊŜΣ 
But little is heard of the straight AG or why he is really there, 
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¢ƻ ōŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΣ 
When you take account of the amount of work he has to do. 
 
IŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŀǎ ǎƛƴΤ 
His job is then to defend his plane and sŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƴΤ 
IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ Řƻǳōǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜƴȅΩ 
²ƘŜƴ ǎƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ Ƙǳƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƎǳƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƎǳȅΦ 
 
And if a pack hits the plant and bail out begins, 
IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛƴǎΤ 
[There seems to be a line missing here]. 
And in his eyes before he dies is a glint of devil may care 
 
!ǎ ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǊŀǘŜ Ǝƻ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƻΩŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜΣ 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ !D ŀōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΤ 
Here is the men of the RCAF. Here is to the men who fly; 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ !D ς and God bless those who die! 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FERTSMAN, F/O Abraham Nathan (J21354) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.431 Squadron - 
Award effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 
337/45 dated 23 February 1945.  Born 21 August 1923; home in Quebec City; enlisted there 27 
January 1942 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Equipment Depot, 13 March 1942. 
To No.5 ITS, 6 June 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 1 August 1942 when posted to No.8 
!h{Τ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘΣ нл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ф 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ 
RAF overseas, 29 December 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 20 May 1943. Repatriated 28 
October 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 20 November 1944. To No.8 AOS, 30 November 
1944. Retired 2 April 1945. No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and devotion to 
duty in the execution of air operations against the enemy."  DHist file 181.009 D.5526 (RG.24 
Vol.20667) has recommendation dated 11 September 1944 when he had flown 32 1/2 sorties 
(164 hours 20 minutes), 26 November 1943 to 25 August 1944. 
 

This officer, a navigator, has completed an operational tour of thirty-two and a 
half sorties against the enemy, including such heavily defended areas as 
Hamburg, Stuttgart, Sterkrade and Berlin.  By his skilful navigational ability, his 
crew have always pressed home the attack to the utmost, this despite the fact 
that, on one occasion, on 8th August 1944, the aircraft was badly damaged by 
flak in the target area, over Foret-de-Chantilly, and on another occasion, whilst 
over Beaumont-sur-Oise, his aircraft was again hit by flak.  In recognition of such 
outstanding ability, persistence and undaunted courage, I strongly recommend 
that Flying Officer Fertsman be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 
The sortie list was as follows: 
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25 July 1943 - sea search (4.30) 
25 August 1943 - Fontainebleau (4.30, leaflets) 
26 November 1943 - Stuttgart (7.40) 
24 December 1943 - Gardening Nectarines (3.40) 
29 December 1943 - Berlin (8.00) 
28 January 1944 - Berlin (8.35) 
15 February 1944 - Berlin (6.35) 
6 March 1944 - Trappes (5.10) 
8 May 1944 - Haine St. Pierre (4.10) 
12 May 1944 - Louvain (5.10) 
24 May 1944 - Trouville (3.55) 
4 June 1944 - Calais (3.00) 
5 June 1944 - Merville (4.45) 
6 June 1944 - Conde-sur-Noireau (5.30) 
9 June 1944 - Le Mans (5.35) 
12 June 1944 - Arras (4.40) 
14 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.00) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.40) 
21 June 1944 - Neuville-en-Bois (4.10) 
24 June 1944 - Bonnetot (3.40) 
25 June 1944 - Gorenflos (3.35) 
27 June 1944 - Wizernes (3.25) 
4 July 1944 - Biennais (4.00) 
18 July 1944 - Caen (4.10) 
18 July 1944 - Vaires (4.55) 
23 July 1944 - Donges (6.30) 
25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.30) 
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.10) 
3 August 1944 - Bois de Nieppe (3.40) 
4 August 1944 - Beaumont-sur-Oise (4.40) 
5 August 1944 - {ǘΦ [Ŝǳ ŘΩ9ǎǎŜǊŜƴǘ όпΦрлύ 
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (5.00) 
12 August 1944 - Le Neuville (4.00) 
 
 * * * * *  
 
FETHERSTON, F/O John David (J85151) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.431 Squadron - Award 
effective 4 November 1944 as per London Gazette dated 14 November 1944 and AFRO 239/45 
dated 9 February 1945.  Born 29 April 1923 in London, Ontario; educated at Blessed Sacrament 
tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ό[ƻƴŘƻƴύΣ bƻǊǘh Toronto Collegiate Institute, Lawrence Park 
Collegiate Institute, and Northern Vocational School.  Home in Toronto (mail and filing clerk); 
enlisted in Toronto 29 January 1942. To No.1 Manning Depot, 15 February 1942. To No.1 ITS, 6 
June 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 31 July 1942 but not posted to No.20 EFTS until 29 
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August 1942; may have graduated 23 October 1942 but not posted to No.16 SFTS until 7 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ р aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мф aŀǊŎƘ 
1943.  Disembarked in Britain 4 April 1943. Attached to No.51 Group Pool (No.9 EFTS), 30 April 
to 13 May 1943; flew 2.30 on Tiger Moths.  To No.15 (Pilots) AFU, 1 June 1943 (flew 80 hours 
on Oxfords).  Attached to No.1511 Beam Approach Training Flight, 29 June to 5 July 1943.  To 
No.24 OTU, 10 August 1943 (flew 87 hours on Whitleys).  Promoted Flight Sergeant, 5 
September 1943. To No.61 Base, 4 November 1943.  Attached to No.1659 Conversion Unit, 4 
December 1943 to 8 January 1944 (flew 34.20 on Halifax aircraft).  To No,431 Squadron, 8 
January 1944 (flew 303 hours).  Commissioned 27 February 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 27 
August 1944. To No.82 OTU, 30 September 1944. (Flew 55 hours 55 minutes instructing)  To 
No.22 OTU, 29 December 1944.  To Repatriation Depot, 23 January 1945.  Repatriated 7 
February 1945. To No.4 Release Centre, 17 February 1945.  Retired 22 March 1945.  Living in 
Toronto in 1950.  Died in Toronto, 1 November 1996; had been associated with the Toronto 
Symphony. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the 
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to 
duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.5526 (RG.24 Vol.20667) has recommendation dated 21 August 1944 
when he had flown 31 ½ sorties (166 hours 25 minutes), 20 January to 18 August 1944. 
 

This officer, as captain of an aircraft, has carried out over thirty operations 
against the enemy, including such well-defended targets as Hamburg, Berlin and 
Stuttgart.  On every occasion, he has pressed home his attack to the utmost, 
with a total disregard for personal safety.  His zeal and gallantry, in the face of 
difficulty, have been a shining example to his squadron.  

The sortie list was as follows: 
 
20 January 1944 - Berlin (7.30) 
28 January 1944 - Berlin (8.15) 
26 February 1944 - Gardening, Baltic (6.00) 
25 March 1944 - Muloyne (6.25) 
28 March 1944 - Vaires (5.45) 
12 April 1944 - sea search (4.00) 
20 April 1944 - Lens (3.30, boomerang) 
15 May 1944 - Louvain (4.55) 
30 May 1944 - Cologne (2.45, boomerang) 
10 June 1944 - Versailles (5.45) 
14 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.05) 
15 June 1944 - Boulogne (4.15) 
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.45) 
21 June 1944 - Neuville-en-Bois (4.15) 
24 June 1944 - Bonnetot (3.50) 
25 June 1944 - Gorenflos (3.50) 
27 June 1944 - Wizernes (3.45) 
1 July 1944 - Biennais (4.20) 
4 July 1944 - Biennais (4.05) 
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9 July 1944 - Bacqueville (4.10) 
20 July 1944 - Anderbelck (3.45) 
23 July 1944 - Donges (6.20) 
25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.25) 
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.10) 
1 August 1944 - Acquet (4.00) 
3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (4.15) 
4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.30) 
5 August 1944 - {ǘΦ [Ŝǳ ŘΩ9ǎǎŜǊŜƴǘ όпΦорύ 
7 August 1944 - Caen (4.15) 
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (4.55) 
9 August 1944 - La Britique (4.15) 
14 August 1944 - Falaise (4.20) 
16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.25) 
18 August 1944 - Bremen (5.55) 
 
Notes: Assessed 31 December 1944 when he had flown 758 hours 15 minutes (157.10 in 
previous six months) - άIŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
instructing duties on thiǎ ǳƴƛǘΦέ  ό²κ/ wΦaΦ /ƻȄΣ bƻΦун h¢¦ύΦ 
 
Application for Operational Wing dated 15September 1944 stated he had flown 35 ½ sorties 
(186 hours 50 minutes), 7 January to 13 September 1944. 
 
On Repatriation form dated 23 January 1945 he stated he had flown 35 ½ sorties (the last on 13 
September 1944) - 186 hours 50 minutes on operations. 372.05 training or non-operational 
ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ оΦрл άƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎέ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ 
 
Training: LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ нф WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘΦ ¸ƻǳǘƘŦǳƭΦ vǳƛǘŜ 
reserved and conservative. Took secretary and business course following Senior Matriculation. 
CƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ŎƭŜǊƪ ŀǘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΦ vǳƛǘŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΦ  
Medium to tall, slim build - does not appear robust. Studious type - steady, ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Course at No.1 ITS was 8 June to 31 July 1942.  Courses in Mathematics, Law and Discipline, 
Navigation, General Studies, Anti-Gas, Armament (written), Aircraft Recognition, Drill, Signals 
(written) and Meteorology.  Scored 875 points out of possible 1,000, placed 11th in a class of 85.  
ά! ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ  Iŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Course at No.20 EFTS was 31 August to 23 October 1942.  Tiger Moth aircraft - 29.10 day dual 
(9.00 dual to first solo), 42.30 day solo, 4.00 night dual. Was ten hours on instruments and 
logged eleven hours in Link.  Ground courses in Navigation, Airmanship,  Armament, written 

and practical, Aircraft Recognition, Signals, practical.  Scored 577 out of possible 700 points.  

Placed 15th in a class of 45. ñThis traineeôs airmanship is weak. Had difficulty with acrobatics.ò 
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Course at No.16 SFTS was 8 November 1942 to 5 March 1943.  Anson aircraft - 5.30 dual to first 
solo, 55.25 total day dual, 53.05 day solo, 8.05 night dual, 7.05 night solo.  Spent 8.15 in 
formation, 21.35 on instruments and logged 24.15 in Link.  Ground courses in Navigation, 

Airmanship and Maintenance, Armament, written and practical, Signals, written and practical, 

and Meteorology.  Scored 623 out of possible 750 points.  Placed seventh in a class of 55. 
άLƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
applied himself beŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  [ƛƴƪ тп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΦέ 
 
 Course at No.15 (Pilots) AFU was 8 June  to 10August 1943.  Oxford aircraft (4.55 day dual to 
first day solo, 20.20 total day dual, 28.35 day solo pf which 1.45 was formation and 3.15 on 
instruments; 1.10 night dual to first night solo, 5.20 total night dual, 14.10 on night solo, tem 
hours on instruments (BAT training).  Also logged six hours on Link.  Flying Test Grades in 
General Flying (260/400), Applied Flying (130/200), Instrument Flying (130/250), Night Flying 

(60/100) and Link (35/50).  άLƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŀƪ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ !ƭƭ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  bŜŜŘǎ 
ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦέ  ό²κ/ [Φ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴύ 
 
Course at No.1511 BAT Flight was 29 June to 5 July 1943.  Ten hoirs in Oxford, five hours in Link. 
DǊŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ .ŜŀƳ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ άvέ /ƻŘŜǎΣ [ƛƴƪ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ όмплκнллύΣ wŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όслκмллύΣ 
Instrument Flying (150/250), Cloud and Night Flying (150/250) and General Application of Beam 
Approach Procedure, Flying (120/200).  ά!ƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǳǇƛƭ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  
wŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƭƻǿΦέ 
 
 * * * * *  
 
 

FICEK, F/O Peter Paul (J28386) - Mention in Despatches - No.162 (Bomber Reconnaissance) Squadron - 

Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 721/45 dated 27 April 

1945.  Born in Fort William, 13 January 1916.  Home in Port Arthur, Ontario (labiurer); enlisted in Fort 

William, 14 June 1941.  To No.2 Manning Depot, 20 July 1941. To No.15 SFTS, 31 August 1941 (guard 

duty); to No.2 WS, 15 September 1941; promoted LAC, 15 October 1941; graduated 28 March 1942 

when posted to No.2 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 11 May 1942.  To "Y" Depot, 12 May 

1942; to No.162 (BR) Squadron, 12 June 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 11 September 1942.  

Promoted WO2, 11 May 1943. To No.10 (BR) Squadron, 20 May 1943. Commissioned 25 May 1943.  To 

No.162 (BR) Squadron again, 15 August 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 23 November 1943.  Proceeded 

with the squadron to Iceland, December 1943.     First WAG in crew of F/O T.C. Cooke when they sank U-

342 on 17 April 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 10 February 1945.  Returned with squadron to 

Sydney, 8 June 1945.   Retired 19 September 1945. Died in 1981 in Thunder Bay, Ontario. No published 

citation. 

 

FICEK, F/L Peter Paul (J28386) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 1 January 1946 as 

per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946.  No published citation.   

However, it appears to be based on a recommendation dated 28 May 1945, signed by W/C J.K. Sully, 
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No.162 Squadron, for an Air Force Cross.  He was described as having flown 100 sorties (916 hours 20 

minutes) with total flying of 1,253 hours 25 minutes (six hours 15 minutes in previous six months).  The 

submission read: 

 

After completing a tour of operations against the enemy, this officer has been employed 

was WAG leader in the squadron.  Throughout his tour of operations and while serving 

on the ground he has at all times displayed keenness and devotion to duty of the 

highest order contributing in no small way to the operational efficiency of the Squadron. 

He is strongly recommended for the award of the Air Force Cross. 

 

Training: Course at No.2 WS was 15 September 1941 to 30 March 1942.  Spent 50 minutes in flying 

classroom as First Operator, 2.45 in flying classroom on listening watch, 7.10 in two-seater aircraft as 

sole operator.  Tested on Theory (35/50), Radio Equipment (181/250), Morse (155/200), Procedure 

(182/200), Signals Organization (94/150), Armament (84/100) and PT/Drill (33/50). Placed 26th in a class 

of 113. 

 

Course at No.2 BGS was 13 April to 11 May 1942.  Spent 11 hours 50 minutes in Battle aircraft. Fired 213 

rounds on ground, 196 air-to-ground and 1,900 air-to-air. Scored 4.6 % in Beam Test, 3.3 % in Beam 

Relative Speed Test and 1.0 % Under Tail Tesr. Placed 16th in a class of 26. 

 

Application for Operational Wing: This was dated 5 May 1944 but this must be an error because it listed 

the following sorties (most on Canso A aircraft with No.162 Squadron; six on Liberators with No.10 

Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron) going much further: 

 

28 June 1942 - Search (11.00) 

5 August 1942 - Sweep (17.45) 

7 August 1942 - O.A.S. (19.50) 

9 August 1942 - O.A.S. (6.30) 

4 September 1942 - O.A.S. (1.10) 

4 September 1942 - Search (2.00) 

4 November 1942 - I.A.S. (11.15) 

9 November 1942 - I.A.S. (10.45) 

22 November 1942 - Search (7.55) 

26 November 1942 - O.A.S. (6.35) 
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30 November 1942 - O.A.S. (4.05) 

6 December 1942 - Search (10.10) 

9 December 1942 - Sweep (8.50) 

13 December 1942 - O.A.S. (7.30) 

22 December 1942 - O.A.S. (8.05) 

18 March 1943 - O.A.S. (8.45) 

19 March 1943 - O.A.S. (4.45) 

21 March 1943 - O.A.S. (14.05) 

24 March 1943 - O.A.S. (14.35) 

27 March 1943 - O.A.S. (12.55) 

30 March 1943 - O.A.S. (5.15) 

5 April 1943 - O.A.S. (2.20) 

9 April 1943 - Search (8.45) 

25 April 1943 - Sweep (6.05) 

25 April 1943 - Sweep (5.10) 

27 April 1943 - O.A.S. (15.55) 

30 April 1943 - Sweep (7.25) 

3 May 1943 - O.A.S. (3.00) 

8 May 1943 - Sweep (12.10) 

11 May 1943 - O.A.S. (12.35) 

13 May 1943 - O.A.S. (10.50) 

16 May 1943 - O.A.S. (13.25) 

28 June 1943 - Convoy Escort (13.35, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

1 July 1943 - Sweep (14.00, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

5 July 1943 - Convoy Escort (12.00, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

9 July 1943 - Convoy Escort (15.20, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

13 July 1943 - Sweep (8.55, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

10 August 1943 - Convoy Escort (8.15, No.10 Squadron Liberator, Gander) 

26 August 1943 - I.A.S. (12.10, Yarmouth) 
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28 August 1943 - Sweep (8.50, Yarmouth_ 

14 September 1943 - Harbour Entrance Patrol (14.25, Yarmouth) 

10 February 1944 - Depth Charge (2.40, Iceland) 

20 February 1944 - Recco (8.40, Iceland) 

22 February 1944 - Recco (1.25, Iceland) 

23 February 1944 - Recco (7.00, Iceland) 

26 February 1944 - C.L.A (13.40, Iceland) 

5 March 1944 - Sweep (16.40, Iceland) 

7 March 1944 - Met Search (8.00, Iceland) 

12 March 1944 - Sweep (6.35, Iceland) 

26 March 1944 - Recco (8.35, Iceland) 

26 March 1944 - Recco (1.15, Iceland) 

31 March 1944 - Convoy Escort (6.35, Ireland) 

12 April 1944 - Recco (7.05, Iceland) 

17 April 1944 - Met and A/S (12.15, Iceland, sub sunk) 

20 April 1944 - A/U, C.L.A. (13.05, Iceland) 

24 April 1944 - Close Escort (13.10, Iceland) 

30 April 1944 - Search, U-Boat (3.50, Iceland) 

7 May 1944 - Transit (9.00, Iceland) 

8 May 1944 - Transit (7.55, Iceland) 

2 June 1944 - Transit (8.40, Iceland) 

4 June 1944 - Transit (7.00, Iceland) 

6 June 1944 - Transit (7.25, Iceland) 

10 June 1944 - Patrol (15.35, Wick) 

12 June 1944 - Patrol (14.50, Wick) 

14 June 1944 - Transit (7.20, Wick) 

22 June 1944 - Transit (7.05, Reykjavik) 

23 June 1944 - C.L.A. (14.45, Wick) 

24 June 1944 - C.L.A. (12.55, Wick) 
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25 June 1944 - C.L.A. (8.40, Wick) 

28 June 1944 - Recco (6.50, Wick) 

6 July 1944 - Recco (7.15, Reykjavik) 

11 July 1944 - Sweep (11.35, Wick) 

12 July 1944 - Sweep (12.05, Wick) 

14 July 1944 - Sweep (12.10, Wick) 

15 July 1944 - Transit (7.05, Wick) 

18 July 1944 - Transit (7.40, Wick) 

19 July 1944 - Sweep (15.10, Wick) 

20 July 1944 - A.T.R. (1.15, Wick) 

21 July 1944 - Patrol (5.25, Wick) 

22 July 1944 - Patrol (14.15, Wick) 

24 July 1944 - Patrol (10.30, Wick) 

29 July 1944 - A.T.R. (6.45, Wick) 

3 August 1944 - A.T.R. (1.15, Wick) 

3 August 1944 - A.T.R. (6.40, Wick) 

4 August 1944 - Patrol (14.45, Reykjavik) 

10 August 1944 - Patrol (14.15, Reykjavik) 

12 August 1944 - Patrol (13.50, Reykjavik) 

21 August 1944 - Patrol (14.45, Reykjavik) 

 

TOTAL - 88 sorties (834.05) 

 

Selected Assessments: ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

assistance to hƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊǎΦέ  όCκh WΦtΦ {ƳƛǘƘΣ мт !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоύ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²!D ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ !ŎǘƛƴƎ CƭƛƎƘǘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘΦέ ό{κ[ WΦaΦ ¢Ƙomson, 15 December 

1944). 

 

Notes: A letter on file indicates some of the tensions attendant on his being commissioned.  It was 
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written 17 August 1943 (S/L J.M. Young, No.10 Squadron, to AOC, Eastern Air Command): 

 

1. Attached hereto is form R.211 on the marginally noted officer.  From this it may be 

seen that he is a capable officer. 

 

2. As far as the Officer himself is concerned, this Unit has no reason for requesting a 

posting.  However, the general attitude of the balance of the NCOs would lead one to 

believe that a posting was the most sensible thing. This officer was obviously 

recommended for a commission from his previous unit on his general abilty. 

 

3. This unit has a backlog of NCOs who have been recommended for a commission  as 

far back as November 1942, and the appointment of this relative newcomer causes 

certain hard feelings among the remainder.  In view of this, and ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ CƛŎŜƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

future, the writer feels that the posting will be of benefit to the officer in question, and 

also to this Unit and to the service as a whole. 

 

4. Since his former unit saw fit to recommend his commissioning, they would most likely 

be very glad to have him back, especially as there appears to be such a scarcity of well-

trained WAGs in that unit.  As far as this unit is concerned he is considered a junior WAG 

in most respects purely on account of the large number of top-notch  WAGs on 

strength. 

 

5. In the short time the marginally noted officer has been commissioned, it has not been 

possible to judge him too well in this light. However, it certainly would appear that his 

deportment as an officer is satisfactory, his trade proficiency as may be seen in the 

R.211 is superior, and his general application to duties above reproach. 

 

6. Personally, Ficek is a good type of lad, and quite well liked.  The situation which has 

occurred is not his fault, nor actually the fault of any individual, but it is still in the best 

interest of the Unit as a whole that he be posted. 

 

тΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ²9a ά!Dǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǎǳǇŜǊƴǳƳŜǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ 

the SquadrƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ 

 

8. The reasons for the posting have been explained to Ficek, pointing out that it is not 
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due to any shortcomings on his part.  However, it should be pointed out perhaps that he 

is not quite up to the standard of WAGs we have set for commissioning in this Unit. 

 

  * * * * *  

FIDLER, F/L Gerald Thomas James (J29885) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.426 Squadron - Award 

effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 17 July 1945 and AFRO 1558/45 dated 5 October 

1945.  Born 21 February 1918 Wicklow, Ireland.  Home Walkerton, Ontario.  Educated in Detroit; wood 

finisher.  Enlisted London, Ontario  21 July, 1941 and posted to No.4A Manning Depot. To No.3 ITS, 1 

Serptember 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 7 November 1941 but not posted to No.21 EFTS until 

21 November 1941; graduated 31 January 1942 when posted to No.9 SFTS; graduated and promoted 

Sergeant, 5 June 1942. To No.5 AOS, 22 June 1942.  Granted Leave Without Pay, 26 June 1942.  To No.2 

BGS, 20 July 1942.  To "Y" Depot, 10 July 1943. Commissioned 24 August 1943.   Taken on strength of 

No.3 PRC, 3 October 1943.   Promoted Flying Officer, 25 February 1944.  Volunteered for Interim Force 

while overseas.  Repatriated 8 May 1946. To No.1 Air Command, 2 June 1946.  Retired 3 January 1947. 

No citation other than "in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air 

operations against the enemy".  DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has recommendation 

dated 1 April 1945 when he had flown 36 sorties (226 hours 20 minutes) between 6 October 1944 and 

22 March 1945. 

 

Flight Lieutenant Fidler, as captain of aircraft, has recently completed a strenuous tour 

of operations during which he has attacked with a high degree of success, many 

important tactical targets in Germany in direct support of our troops.  This officer has 

displayed a high standard of airmanship throughout his tour of operations and has 

maintained a fine offensive spirit which has been an inspiration to all members of the 

squadron... 

 

The sortie list was as follows: 

 

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.45) 

9 October 1944 - Bochum (5.45) 

28 October 1944 - Cologne (6.25) 

30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.10) 

1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (6.00) 

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.00) 

4 November 1944 - Bocum (5.25) 
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16 November 1944 - Julich (5.00) 

18 November 1944 - Munster (6.10) 

21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (6.00) 

27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.25) 

30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.15) 

18 December 1944 - Duisburg (5.55) 

28 December 1944 - Opladen (5.45) 

29 December 1944 - Trois Dorf (6.40) 

30 December 1944 - Cologne (6.15) 

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.40) 

5 January 1945 - Hanover (5.45) 

6 January 1945 - Hanau (7.05) 

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.20) 

1 February 1945 - Mainz (6.55) 

4 February 1945 - Osterfeld (5.50) 

7 February 1945 - Goch (6.50) 

8 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10) 

13 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.45) 

20 February 1945 - Monheim (7.15) 

21 February 1945 - Worms (6.50) 

23 February 1945 - Essen (5.50) 

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (8.40) 

8 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.15) 

11 March 1945 - Essen (5.50) 

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.40) 

15 March 1945 - Castrop Rauxel (5.50) 

18 March 1945 - Witten (7.15) 

21 March 1945 - Rheine (4.50) 

22 March 1945 - Dorsten (4.20) 
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 * * * * *  

 

FIELD, F/L Robert Benjamin Thomas (J21583) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.420 Squadron - Award 

effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13 July 

1945.  Born 7 August 1914 in Toronto, home there.  Drug salesman.  Enlisted Toronto 23 September, 

1941.  To No.2 Manning Depot, 13 October 1941. To No.4 BGS, 2 January 1942 (guard duty). To No.6 ITS, 

14 March 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 8 May 1942 but not posted to No.12 EFTS until 6 June 

1942; may have graduated 31 July 1942 but not posted to No.6 SFTS until 15 August 1942; graduated 

and commissioned, 4 December 1942.  To No.3 Flying Instructor School, 27 December 1942.  To No.10 

9C¢{Σ мо CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпоΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ п WǳƴŜ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦм Dw{Σ р !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 

Depot, 21 October 1943.  Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 31 October 1943.  Promoted 

Flight Lieutenant, 4 December 1944.  Repatriated 8 April 1945.  Retired 1 June 1945.   Died in Oshawa, 

Ontario, 10 August 1990 as per Airforce Magazine of January-February-March 1991. 

 

Flight Lieutenant Field has completed many operational missions against the enemy.  He 

has at all times displayed the greatest skill and devotion to duty.  This officer's coolness 

and outstanding tenacity in the face of extreme danger have always merited the highest 

praise. 

 

DHH file 181.009 (D.1510), in National Archives of Canada RG.24 Volume 20600 has recommendation 

drafted by W/C W.G. Phelan on 19 January 1945 when he had flown 24 sorties (149 hours 45 minutes): 

 

This officer was pilot of an aircraft detailed to attack Magdeburg on the night of January 

мсΣ мфпрΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΣ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CƛŜƭŘΩǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴ 

with another bomber.  On impact, half of the starboard rudder was torn off as well as 

the starboard oil cooler and most of the engine cowling; great holes were torn in the 

fuselage, almost cutting the aircraft in half.  Despite the fact that  

class=WordSection2>  

control was almost impossible, Flying Officer Field, with inspiring and typical courage, 

set course for base on the three remaining engines, and only by reason of his great skill 

and determination was able to bring his crippled aircraft back to base. 

 

Flying Officer Field has completed many trips and in all his operations has shown the 

greatest devotion to duty.  For this reason I recommend Flying Officer Field for the 

Immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
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 * * * * *  

 

FIELD, Corporal Thomas Arthur Harold (R91172) - Mention in Despatches - No.64 Base (AFRO gives only 

"Overseas") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1647/45 

dated 26 October 1945.  Born 15 May 1913. Home in Toronto; enlisted there 23 January 1941 as 

Electrician and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To Technical Training School, 31 January 1941. Promoted 

AC1, 5 July 1941. To No.10 SFTS, 9 July 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 January 1942.  Promoted Corporal, 1 July 

мфпнΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ п CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпоΦΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ у aŀǊŎƘ мфпоΦ wŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƛǊΣ мо WǳƴŜ мфпрΦ  

To Scoudouc, 15 June 1945. To Halifax, 11 October 1945.  Released 16 October 1945. Settled in Toronto 

postwar.  No citation in AFRO or biographical file.  DHist file 181.009 D.4364 (RG.24 Vol.20648) has 

recommendation sent to No.6 Group Headquarters, 2 February 1945.  Recommendation gives Service 

Number as R91173. 

 

This tradesman has proven himself extremely proficient technically, and personally 

reliable to a high degree during his period of service in the Base Major Servicing Section 

at No.64 (RCAF) Base, and has repeatedly worked long hours when pressure demanded 

it.  It is known that the high calibre of work produced by the Electrical Branch of Base 

Major Servicing Section is in no small degree due to the ability and energies of the 

above man. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FIKIS, F/L William (J88425) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award effective 5 July 1945 

as per London Gazette dated 17 July 1945 and AFRO 1558/45 dated 5 October 1945.  Born 15 July 1923, 

Port Arthur, Ontario.  Home there;  student; enlisted in Winnipeg, 18 June 1942 and posted to No.3 

Manning Depot. To No.7 ITS, 12 September 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 6 November 1942 but 

not posted to No.6 EFTS until 5 December 1942; graduated 5 February 1943 and posted next day to No.4 

SFTS; graduated and promoǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ ну aŀȅ мфпоΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мм WǳƴŜ мфпоΤ ǘƻ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ 

22 June 1943. Commissioned 16 July 1944.  Promoted Flying Officer, 16 January 1945. Repatriated 18 

June 1945. To No.8 OTU, 19 June 1945. To Greenwood for Tiger Force, 31 July 1945. To Release Centre, 

19 September 1945; retired 23 September 1945.  Reengaged as a pilot (instructor, Thunder Bay Flying 

Club), 4 May 1956 to 31 March 1958 (215404).  No citation other than "in recognition of gallantry and 

devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against the enemy".  DHist file 181.009 D.2610 

(RG.24 Vol.20627) has recommendation dated 31 March 1945 when he had flown 31 sorties (197 hours 

25 minutes), 14 September 1944 to 14 March 1945. 

 

Flight Lieutenant Fikis has completed thirty-one operational sorties, many of which have 

been against the more heavily defended industrial areas of Germany including such 

targets as Chemnitz, Stuttgart, Magdeburg, [and] Hanover.  This officer has proved 
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himself to be a most capable captain and has at all times shown a keen offensive spirit 

and determination to come to grips with the enemy. 

 

It is considered that Flight Lieutenant Fikis, with his fine operational record, his constant 

display of skill and fortitude, fully merits the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 

The sortie list was as follows: 

 

11 September 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (2.50, no sortie, recalled, second pilot) 

15 September 1944 - Kiel (5.40, second pilot) 

17 September 1944 - Boulogne (3.50, second pilot) 

24 September 1944 - Calais (5.00) 

25 September 1944 - Calais (4.10) 

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.35) 

9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.20) 

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (2.35, no sortie) 

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.00) 

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.30) 

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.20) 

21 October 1944 - Hanover (3.00, no sortie, recalled) 

23 October 1944 - Essen (6.40) 

25 October 1944 - Hamburg (5.10) 

28 October 1944 - Cologne (4.35) 

18 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.25) 

26 December 1944 - St. Vith (6.10) 

5 January 1945 - Hannover (6.00) 

6 January 1945 - Hanau (7.15) 

13 January 1945 - Saarbrucken (7.20) 

14 January 1945 - Grevenbroich (6.20) 
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16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (4.35, no sortie, early return) 

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.35) 

1 February 1945 - Mainz (7.10) 

4 February 1945 - Isterfelt (5.45) 

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (8.45) 

17 February 1945 - Wesel (6.10)  

20 February 1945 - Mannheim (6.30) 

23 February 1945 - Essen (6.20) 

2 March 1945 - Cologne (6.00) 

7 March 1945 - Hemmingstadt (5.40) 

11 March 1945 - Essen (6.05) 

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.05) 

13 March 1945 - Wuppertal (5.55) 

14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (6.55) 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FIKSDAL, F/L Virgil Leroy (C21681) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.6409 Servicing Echelon - 

Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1219/45 dated 27 July 1945.  

Born in Waubay, South Dakota, 5 April 1911 (RCAF press release announcing award).  Educated in 

Carlsland, Alberta and Alberta Institute of Technology.  Worked ten years as an automobile mechanic at 

various stations in Alberta and as foreman at Detroit Auto Works, Calgary (1 October 1936 to 17 October 

1939.,. Home in Calgary; enlisted there 17 October 1939 as Airframe Mechanic. To Technical Training 

School, St. Thomas, 13 November 1939. Promoted AC1, 29 February 1940. To No.120 (BR) Squadron, 

Vancouver, 2 May 1940.  Promoted LAC, 29 May 1940. To No.3 SFTS, 11 October 1940. Promoted 

Corporal, 15 October 1940. Promoted Sergeant, 15 February 1941.  Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 March 

1942. To Aero Engineering School, 22 September 1942.  Commissioned 19 December 1942. To No.1 

hŦŦƛŎŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ т WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпо ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ тлр Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ мΣлллΤ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

type, hard workinƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ Φ  ¢ƻ bƻΦп ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ мф CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

мфпоΦ ¢ƻ bƻΦн .D{Σ нм CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпоΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ мф WǳƴŜ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

1943; embarked from Halifax, 3 September 1943; disembarked in Britain, 16 April 1943. To No.409 

Squadron, 30 September 1943.  To No.3063 Echelon, 1 November 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 

December 1943.  To No.147 Airfield, 21 February 1944.  To No.6409 Servicing Echelon, 16 August 1944.  

Repatriated 31 July 1945. To No.2 Air Command, 9 August 1945. To No.7 Release Centre, 17 August 

1945.  Retired 22 September 1945.  Died in Calgary, 16 July 1991.  RCAF photo PL-40409 (ex UK-17556 
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ŘŀǘŜŘ мс 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфппύ ƛǎ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άCκ[ ±Φ[Φ CƛƪǎŘŀƭΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƻŦ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΣ chief 

engineer for the RCAF Nighthawk squadron, lends a hand to Corporal Dick Conop of Brag Creek, Alberta 

ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦέ bƻ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !Cwh ƻǊ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƭŜΦ  5Iƛǎǘ ŦƛƭŜ 

181.009 D.5529 (RG.24 Vol.20667) has recommendation dated 31 January 1945 as follows: 

 

This officer since joining this unit has worked hard and ceaselessly with no thought of 

self comfort.  His organizing ability is far above the average and the success of the 

squadron to date is largely due to his untiring effort which in my opinion is deserving of 

recognition. 

 

The same file has another MBE recommendation dated 13 June 1945.  This is obviously too late; the 

award was based on the earlier submission.  However, the second recommendation is much more 

detailed, reading as follows: 

 

Flight Lieutenant Fiksdal served in Canada for four years before proceeding overseas to 

the United Kingdom in September 1943 when he joined No.409 (RCAF) Night Fighter 

Squadron. 

 

With the transfer of No.6409 Squadron Servicing Echelon to AEAF at the end of March 

1944 the squadron maintained an average flying day of 40 to 45 hours and a 

serviceability of over 85 percent, a higher percentage than most Night Fighter 

Squadrons. 

 

The squadron has made frequent moves both in Great Britain and on the Continent and 

has never left a single aircraft behind.  It is an outstanding achievement as seven took 

place in France, Germany and the Netherlands at extremely short notice. 

 

I feel that the achievements and success of the squadron is due largely to this officer's 

high sense of duty and sound judgement of men. 

 

Public Records Office Air 2/9056 has final recommendation: 

 

This officer commands No.6409 Servicing Echelon and the excellent morale, discipline 

and esprit de corps in this unit are attributable to his personal supervision.  Flight 

Lieutenant Fiksdal has sound technical knowledge and great strength of character. He 
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has always displayed a broad viewpoint and he has great understanding, not only of the 

requirements of his own particular section, but of those of the unit as a whole. 

 

Notes: Attended  School of Aeronautical Engineering was 26 September to 19 December 1942.  Graded  

in Written Administration (78.5 percent), Written Engines (85 percent), Written Airframes (77.5 

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύΣ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ hǊŀƭǎ όурΦр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύ ŀƴŘ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όум ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύΣ άDƻƻŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

knowledge of Aeronautical Engineering.  Recommended suitable as Maintenance Officer at an SFTS.  

Order of Merit, 7th ƻǳǘ ƻŦ нлΦέ 

 

Assessed at No.120 (BR) Squadron, 25 September 1940 by F/L C.G.W. Chapman - ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 

ǘǊŀŘŜǎƳŀƴΣ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 

 

Assessed by F/O J.B. Dickey, 21 July 1942 at No.3 SFTS - άLǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ along with his 

men and developing initiative in those working under him. Does not stand out well on first acquaintance 

ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ Iŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦέ  

 

Assessed by S/L J.R. Farquharson, No.2 BGS, 6 June 1943 - ά! ƳŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴced Engineering Officer, 

ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜΣ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦέ 

 

RCAF Press Release No. 5614 dated 3 July 1944 from  F/O S.P. Cromie, transcribed by Huguette Oates, 

reads: 

 

A CANADIAN NIGHT-FIGHTER SQUADRON IN BRITAIN:  - They say here that F/L V.L. 

Fiksdal of Calgary (1828-18th Street West), engineering officer on the RCAF Nighthawk 

{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ŏǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻƴƪŜȅ ǿǊŜƴŎƘΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ άCƛȄέ 

has lived up to his nickname since the day he joined the squadron over two years ago, 

and has shown an uncanny ability for keeping its fleet of Mosquito night fighters in 

ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘǊƛƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  άCƛȄέ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ  

class=WordSection3>  

tools, equipment and maintenance crews into trucks and moved them to a new location 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ 

 

The former Calgary engineer and automobile body builder has been nursemaid to the 

ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƭŜǿ .ŜŀǳŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊom a station in Northern England.  In 
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ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ άCƛȄέ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΣ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

man besides his regular job as engineer. 

 

CƛƪǎŘŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ άǎŎǊƻǳƴƎƛƴƎέ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŀōƭe 

ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ άƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέΣ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ  άLǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ IǳƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ  {ƻƳŜ мн ŜƴŜƳȅ ǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ 

shot down by the squadron, back up that statement for him. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FILER, F/L Douglas Edward (J21259) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.145 (Bomber Reconnaissance) 

Squadron - Award effective 1 December 1945 as per Canada Gazette dated 15 December 1945 and 

AFRO 183/46 dated 22 February 1946. Born 25 April 1918. Home in Bartonville, Ontario; enlisted in 

Niagara Falls, 13 April 1940.  To No.1 ITS, 29 April 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 24 May 1940 

when posted to Hamilton Aero Club; to No.2 SFTS, 4 August 1940; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 18 

November 1940.  To No.1 ANS, 23 November 1940. To No.9 SFTS, 29 January 1941.  Promoted WO2, 1 

December 1941. Promoted WO1, 1 June 1942. Commissioned 1 July 1942. To No.8 SFTS, 4 July 1942. 

Promoted Flying Officer, 1 January 1943. To No.1 GRS, 22 October 1943. To Eastern Air Command, 7 

January 1944. To No.113 (BR) Squadron, 22 January 1944. To Summerside, 17 June 1944. Promoted 

Flight Lieutenant, 4 August 1944.  To No.145 (BR) Squadron, 15 September 1944. To Halifax, 1 July 1945. 

To No.4 Release Centre, 13 September 1945. Retired 22 September 1945.  As of recommendation he 

had flown 2,615 hours, 300 operational (70 sorties). 

 

This pilot, as officer commanding the squadron detachment, has directed operations 

with skill and efficiency.  He has carried out his operational flying with courage and 

devotion to duty in an equally praiseworthy manner.  His willingness to accept any task 

and carry it through to a successful conclusion has been deserving of the highest praise. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

 

 

FINCH, F/L Edward Thomas (J25226) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award effective 30 

October 1945 as per London Gazette dated 6 November 1945 and AFRO 155/46 dated 15 February 

1946.  Born 22 December 1916, Brantford, Ontario.  Home there (driver with Finch Transport).  Member, 

Dufferin-Haldimann Rifles, 15 August 1940 to RCAF enlistment.  Enlisted in Hamilton, 28 May 1941 and 
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posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.31 BGS for guard duty, June 1941. To No.5 ITS, 6 August 1941; 

graduated and promoted LAC, 24 September 1941 when posted to No.1 EFTS; graduated 22 November 

1941 when posted to No.2 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 13 March 1942.  To Central Flying 

School, Trenton, 22 April 1942; see notes below. To No.4 BGS, Fingal, 23 May 1942.  Promoted Flight 

Sergeant, 13 September 1942.  Commissioned 12 March 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 12 September 

мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нф {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпоΦ  9ƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ нн hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпоΦ  !ǊǊƛved in United 

Kingdom, 30 October 1943.  To No.50 Group and No.6 EFTS, 11 February 1944.  To No.6 (Pilots) AFU, 29 

February 1944. Attached to No.1516 Beam Approached Training Flight, 12-18 April 1944.To No.82 OTU, 

23 May 1944.  To No.61 Base, 4 August 1944.  Attached to No. 1664 Conversion Unit, 5 August to 10 

September 1944.  To No.408 Squadron, 10 September 1944.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 December 

1944.  Repatriated 3 May 1945.  To No.16 SFTS, 18 June 1945.  To Release Centre, 8 August 1945.  

Retired ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпрΦ  5ƛŜŘ нс hŎǘƻōŜǊ мффр ƛƴ tƻǊǘ 5ƻǾŜǊΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ά[ŀǎǘ 

tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of February 1996.   RCAF photo PL-43037 (ex UK-20244 dated 9 

!ǇǊƛƭ мфпрύ ƛǎ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά!ƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ happy about. The three pilots because 

they have just finished their first operational tours as skipper of Canadian Goose squadron crews, and 

the girl because one of the tour-expired pilots is her husband.  Left to right, F/L Leroy Piru of Edmonton, 

F/L David Sokoloff (an Englishman in the RCAF) of London, England, his wife, formerly Emma Stephan of 

CŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘΣ /ƻƴƴΦΣ ¦Φ{Φ!ΦΣ ŀƴŘ Cκ[ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ CƛƴŎƘ ƻŦ .ǊŀƴǘŦƻǊŘΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦέ  w/!C ǇƘƻǘƻ t[-43039 (ex UK-

20246 dated 9 April 1945) shows three pilots of No.408 Squadron on completion of tour, viz F/L Leroy 

Pitu (Edmonton), F/L David Sokoloff (English in RCAF, London) and F/L Ed Finch (Brantford). No citation 

other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] 

displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 

Vol.20627) has recommendation dated 22 May 1945 when he had flown 36 sorties (223 hours five 

minutes) between 15 September 1944 and 22 March 1945. 

 

Flight Lieutenant Finch completed an operational tour of 36 trips against the enemy as 

pilot and captain of aircraft on four-engined bombers.  All these sorties were over 

Germany and thirty of them were against major targets.  Throughout his tour this officer 

proved himself to be cool, experienced and determined, regardless of whatever 

opposition he encountered. 

 

During a raid on Bochum on the night of October 9, his aircraft was attacked four times 

by night fighters, but the target was bombed successfully.  A few days later, on October 

12th, he made a daylight attack on Weine Eickel.  Flak was particularly severe on this 

sortie, but the crew received a target token for visual bombing.  The crew earned 

another target token on December 24th when they took part in a daylight raid on 

Dusseldorf airfield.  Other important targets recorded in his log book are Chemnitz, Kiel, 

Magdeburg, Karlsruhe, and Stuttgart. 

 

Flight Lieutenant Finch also filled the position of Deputy Flight Commander for several 

months with entire satisfaction, earning the respect and admiration of the personnel of 
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this squadron. 

 

The sortie list was as follows: 

15 September 1944 - Kiel (6.30) 

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.40) 

9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.05) 

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.50) 

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50) 

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50) 

23 October 1944 - Essen (6.20) 

25 October 1944 - Homburg (4.55) 

28 October 1944 - Cologne (6.40) 

30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.15) 

1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (5.40) 

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.50) 

6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (5.00) 

21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (5.55) 

26 November 1944 - Neuss (5.15) 

30 November 1944 - Duisburg (5.30) 

2 December 1944 - Hagen (7.00) 

4 December 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.50) 

6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (6.10) 

18 December 1944 - Duisburg (5.55) 

24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.15) 

29 December 1944 - Trois Dorf (6.25) 

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.25) 

16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (6.25) 

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.00) 

4 February 1945 - Bonn (6.00) 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



7 February 1945 - Goch (6.10) 

9 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10) 

13 February 1945 - Bohlen (9.10) 

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (8.30) 

27 February 1945 - Mainz (6.50) 

1 March 1945 - Mannheim (7.20) 

2 March 1945 - Cologne (5.50) 

14 March 1945 - Wuppertal (6.50) 

15 March 1945 - Hagen (6.35) 

20 March 1945 - Dorsten (5.50) 

 

Notes: He had been sent to Central Flying School to train as an instructor, be he was deemed unsuitable 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ άIƛǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ CƭȅƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜŎŀǳtionary 

landings and single engine procedure were dangerous.  His knowledge of patter was sketchy, his manner 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎȅƴŎƘǊƛƴƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  ό²κ/ CΦ/Φ /ŀǊƭƛƴƎ-Kelly, 13 

May 1942).  Sent to Fingal to be a Staff Pilot. 

 

On repatriation form dated 19 April 1945 he stated he had flown 235 hours 40 minutes on operations 

(36 sorties) and 279.15 non-operational hours.  Types flown overseas were Tiger Moth (29.35), Oxford 

(95.15), Wellington (86.50), Halifax II and V (44.45) and Halifax VII (258.50). 

 

Application for Operational Wing dated 29 March 1945 stated he had flown 36 sorties, 15 September 

1944 to 22 March 1945 (235 hours 40 minutes). 

 

Training: LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ мс !ǇǊƛƭ мфпм ƛƴ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΦ άDƻƻŘ ǘȅǇŜΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƳŀƴΦ  ±ery keen to fly; he should 

Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ όCκh aΦCΦ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜύΦ 

 

Course at No.5 ITS was 8 August to 24 September 1941.  Marked in Mathematics (71/100), Armament, 

practical and oral (80/100), Signals (96/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (24/40), Drill (78/100) and Law and 

Discipline (57/60). Placed 148th ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ннпΦ ά{ƻƭƛŘΣ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜΣ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜΣ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎΦέ 

 

Course at No.1 EFTS was 25 September to 21 November 1941.  Tiger Moth aircraft (32.10 dual, 27.50 

ǎƻƭƻ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ сΦол ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎύΦ  [ƻƎƎŜŘ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ [ƛƴƪΦ ά! ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
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pay attention to slipping and skidding on turns. No special points to check otherwise. Average on 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ ό9Φ[.Burton, Chief Flying Instructor).  Ground courses in Airmanship (121/200), Airframes 

(65/100 on supplemental), Aero Engines (71/100), Signals, practical (92/100), Theory of Flight (65/100 

on supplemental), Air Navigation (101/200).  Placed last in a class ƻŦ ооΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ 

reach only a passing grade on subjects he does not care for. When he fails this he feels he can do no 

ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎǳǊōŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΦέ 

 

Course at No.2 SFTS was 24 November 1941 to 16 March 1942.  Harvard aircraft (57.45 day dual, 52.00 

day solo, 4.05 night dual, 12.10 night solo).  Of these figures, 28.20 on instruments. Logged 25 hours in 

[ƛƴƪΦ άIƛƎƘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎΦ  LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  {ŀŦŜΣ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

accurate.  bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  [ƛƴƪ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦέ  DǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƛǊƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ 

and Maintenance (137/200), Armament , written (59/100), Armament, practical (70/100), Navigation 

and Meteorology (114/200 on supplemental), Signals, written (25/50), Signals, practical (60/100).  

ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿΦ DƻƻŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  tƭŀŎŜŘ  птth in a class of 65. S/L A.B. 

{ŜŀǊƭŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ά! ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜΣ ŎƭŜŀƴ-cut, courteous and respectful student with a pleasant disposition. 

Expresses himself weƭƭΦ  wŜƭƛŀōƭŜΦ  tǳǇƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ - ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ ōƻƳōŜǊΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦέ 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINCH, F/L George Herbert (J11101) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.13 Squadron - Award effective 17 

August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 25 August 1944 and AFRO 2231/44 dated 13 October 1944.  

Born Melita, Manitoba 3 April 1923.  Home Birtle, Manitoba (student). Enlisted Winnipeg 27 June 1941 

and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.2 ITS, 20 August 1941 graduated and promoted LAC, 8 

October 1941 when posted to No.8 EFTS;  graduated 5 December 1941 and posted next day to No.7 

{C¢{Τ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘΣ мл !ǇǊƛƭ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ мм !ǇǊƛƭ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ нл 

April 1942.  Disembarked in Britain, 12 May 1942. To No.15 (Pilots) Advanced Flying Unit, 22 June 1942.  

To No.414 Squadron, 21 July 1942.  To No.420 Squadron, 2 September 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 10 

October 1942. To Station Ashbourne, 19 February 1943 and on same date assigned to No.42 OTU. 

Attached to No.1526 Flight, 19-24 April 1943. Attached to Station Lynham, 5-27 May 1943. Posted 

άƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎέΣ ну aŀȅ мфпоΦ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ bƻΦмо {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ ол aŀȅ мфпоΦ  /ŀǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻ t[-

мутоп όнф bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпоύ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ άǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀ bŀȊƛ ¦-Boat off Sardinia recently.  

After he straddled tƘŜ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΦέ 

Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 10 April 1944.  Posted to No.3 BPD (a holding unit), 22 July 1944.  To 

Headquarters, Middle East, 10 August 1944. To No.22 PTC, 18 August 1944. To No.203 Group, 6 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфппΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ м bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфппΦ   ¢ƻ άDƛŀƴŀŎƭƛǎέ όΚύΣ мн {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

1944. To No.75 OTU, Shallufa, 10 February 1945. Killed in flying accident in Egypt, 17 March 1945 

(Baltimore FW589); name on El Alamein Memorial.  Also commemorated in Finch Lake, part of the 

Ghost Lakes; see the Vintage Wings website 

http://www.vintagewings.ca/VintageNews/Stories/tabid/116/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/576/The

-Ghost-Lakes-of-Manitoba.aspx. 
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Since joining his present squadron, Flight Lieutenant Finch has completed operations 

from North Africa, Sicily and Italy.  On one occasion whilst on anti-submarine control 

[patrol ?] he sighted a U-boat which he immediately attacked and straddled with depth 

charges.  On another occasion while taking part in a formation attack on a petrol dump 

in Italy his aircraft was damaged by heavy anti-aircraft fire.  In spite of the loss of power 

occasioned by this, Flight Lieutenant Finch remained in his place in the formation until 

his engine ceased to function.  He has always shown the greatest keenness for flying. 

 

Submarine Incident: A history of No.13 Squadron gives the following: 

 

During the allied invasion of Italy, the squadron was tasked with shipping protection and 

destroyed one submarine during these missions. On 12 September 1943 whilst the 

Squadron was based at Protville II, Tunisia, Blenheim V BA 997 U "Uncle" sighted a fully 

surfaced German U-Boat south-east of Sardinia. Piloted by Flying Officer Finch, four 

250lb depth charges we dropped in a short stick that straddled the submarine. The third 

depth charge exploded within ten yards of the conning tower and the U-boat 

disappeared below the surface in a cloud of steam and spray. Air bubbles were seen 

rising to the surface and a 300ft oil slick formed. Between 15 and 20 survivors were seen 

and photographed. 

 

Notwithstanding the above, the website Maritime Quest indicates that this was the Italian submarine 

Topazio which, following the Italian capitulation on 8 September 1943, was under orders to sail to 

!ƭƎŜǊƛŀΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

sunk by an RAF bomber on September 12, 1943, thirty or so miles southwest of Sardinia, but the 

bomber crew could not identify what boat they had attacked and since there were no survivors we can 

only assume that this attack caused the loss of Topazio. The submarine was supposed to be flying not 

only the Italian flag, but a black flag was supposed to be flown from here periscope.  The pilot of the 

attacking plane later stated that he saw no such flag.  He also stated that he saw several crewmen 

ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘΦέ 

 

Further to the above, a draft RCAF Press Release (date uncertain but about late September 1943) 

provided further details about the incident, confirming that the attacks described were 11 and 12 

September 1943: 

 

Somewhere in Tunisia - A lethal combination play at low altitudes over the 

Mediterranean in which two Canadian pilots based on widely separated RAF coastal 

squadrons successfully attacked a Nazi submarine had dire consequences for the U-
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boat. 

 

Striking by night, Pilot Officer Jerry Shires of Vancouver and his crew in a Hudson 

damaged the submarine while it was off the coast of Corsica.  As a result of this attack 

the enemy boat was unable to submerge and could travel on the surface at only a few 

miles an hour. 

 

The next day, Flying Officer Finch, son of Canon and Mrs. W.J. Finch of Birtle, Manitoba, 

and his crew in a Bisley, observed the fully surfaced submarine near the Sardinian coast.  

Flying Officer Finch straddled the craft with four depth charges, following which 

between 15 and 20 bodies were observed floating in the sea and an oil patch spread 

over the area of the attack. 

 

Pilot Officer Shires was credited by the Admiralty with a damaged and Flying Officer 

Finch with a probably destroyed.  The probably destroyed is in keeping with the 

!ŘƳƛǊŀƭǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƭŜȅΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ 

ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŎƘarges exploded, although later photographs with 

a hand-held camera showed the bodies in the water and the oil slick. 

 

ά!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CƛƴŎƘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƘǳǎƪȅΣ ǊŜŘ-haired, freckled 

ŀƴŘ нлΣ άǿŜ ƴƛǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŘŜŀŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ǘŜƴ ŎƘŀǇǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

to fire.  We came in at about 50 feet, and I let the four depth charges pretty close 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƎǳƴƴŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǊǎǘΦέ 

 

!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƎǳƴƴŜǊΣ ŀ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŎǊƛŜŘΣ ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ 

Ηέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦-boat.  The first two charges crashed right 

alongside the sub and the next two were swallowed up in the explosion of water and 

debris. 

 

ά²Ŝ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣέΣ ǎŀƛŘ 

CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CƛƴŎƘΦ  άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ŦŜƭǘ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ 

thing to talk about sinking a U-ōƻŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƴƎǘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŘŜǾƛƭǎ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƧƻōΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦέ 

 

Particulars of Death: His aircraft crashed into the Red Sea, 2сɘ 33" North and 3нɘ 34" East while carrying 
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out an Air/Sea firing exercise.  Those killed were F/L [sic] Finch, 36077 W/C D.S. Simmons, 1815729 

Sergeant D.B. Foster-Stephens, 2209281 Sergeant E.R. Lloyd, and 149062 F/O S.L. Gilden.  Exercise was 

to last one hour but aircraft failed to return.  At the time of his death, Finch had 178 hours on type, 

858.40 on all types overseas. Wing Commander Simmons was pupil, although he had 929.10 operational 

hours and 25.10 on type. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINCH, Sergeant Robert Victor (R63692) - Mention in Despatches - East Moor - Award effective 14 June 

1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1600/45 dated 12 October 1945.  Born 4 September 

1917.   Home Point Edward, Ontario.  Enlisted in London, Ontario, 28 May 1940 as Aero Engine 

Mechanic. Promoted AC1, 28 August 1940. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 27 September 

мфплΦ  ¢ƻ bƻΦу {C¢{Σ мн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпмΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ [!/Σ м hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпмΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ н WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпнΦ 

To RAF overseas, 7 January 1942. Promoted Corporal, 18 September 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 20 June 

1943. Repatriated 1 May 1945. To No.1 SFTS, 17 June 1945. To No.4 Release Centre, 24 September 

1945.  Released 27 September 1945,  AFRO gives unit only as "Overseas"; DHist file 181.009 D.1725 (PAC 

RG.24 Vol 20607) has list of MiDs this date with unit. DHist file 181.009 D.1719 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20606) 

has recommendation dated 3 February 1945, confirming he had served 18 months in Canada, 36 months 

overseas. 

 

Sergeant Finch's untiring efforts and high standard of work have added greatly to the 

proficiency of his section.  The zealous manner in which he has carried out his duties has 

at all times been of great encouragement to those working under him. 

 

FINCH, Sergeant Robert Victor (R63692) - Mention in Despatches - No.432 Squadron, Station Eastmoor 

(recorded only as "Overseas" in AFRO) - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that 

date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946.  See DHist file 181.009 D.1725 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20607) with 

recommendation (for a BEM) dated 26 May 1945: 

 

Sergeant Finch is an outstanding ground crewman in No.432 Squadron and his excellent 

work has been a major contribution in keeping a maximum number of aircraft available 

for operational sorties and operation training.  His cheerful co-operation and 

enthusiastic competence has resulted in all ranks having complete confidence in him. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINDLAY, WO (now P/O) James Bruce (R96333/J85664) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.97 Squadron - 
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Award effective 19 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 27 June 1944 and AFRO 2052/44 dated 22 

September 1944. Born in Shawville, Quebec, 27 April 1922.  Home in Fitzroy Harbour, Quebec.  Farmer.  

Enlisted Ottawa 2 June 1941 for General Duties and posted to No.1A Manning Depot.  To No.1 Manning 

Depot, 20 June 1941. Postings uncertain until he remustered to aircrew. To No.9 BGS, 10 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊмфпнΤ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ п 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ ну 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

1942; to RAF overseas, 4 January 1943. Repatriated 30 December 1944. Attended Composite Training 

School, Toronto, dates uncertain. To Moncton, 20 April 1945. To United Kingdom again, 8 May 1945.  

Repatriated 22 July 1945. To Greenwood, 23 July 1945. Retired 19 November 1945.. 

 

This airman has completed many successful operations against the enemy in which he 

has displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty. 

 

NOTE: Public Records Office Air 2/8780 has recommendation dated 18 March 1944 when he had flown 

38 sorties (220 hours 50 minutes), including thirteen with an unidentified unit prior to joining No.97 

Squadron.  Sortie list identical to that of WO Robert D. Curtis (although for some reason Curtis's form 

states he had flown fewer operational hours). 

 

 

class=WordSection4>  

Pre-No.97 Squadron 

 

21 June 1943 - Krefeld (4.45) 

24 June 1943 - Elberfeld (5.40) 

28 June 1943 - Cologne (5.00) 

3 July 1943 - Cologne (5.45) 

8 July 1943 - Cologne (3.50) 

27 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.05) 

29 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.05) 

30 July 1943 - Remscheid (4.30) 

2 August 1943 - Hamburg (4.45) 

9 August 1943 - Mannheim (5.50) 

12 August 1943 - Milan (8.00) 

17 August 1943 - Peenemunde (6.50) 
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23 August 1943 - Berlin (7.10) 

 

No.97 Squadron 

 

22 September 1943 - Oldenburg (4.35) 

23 September 1943 - Mannheim (6.00) 

1 October 1943 - Hagen (4.30) 

2 October 1943 - Munich (7.50) 

4 October 1943 - Frankfurt (5.20) 

9 October 1943 - Hanover (4.55) 

18 October 1943 - Hanover (4.50) 

20 October 1943 - Leipzig (6.45) 

22 October 1943 - Kassel (5.35) 

10 November 1943 - Modane (6.35) 

11 November 1943 - Cannes (7.40) 

17 November 1943 - Mannheim (5.35) 

22 November 1943 - Berlin (5.45) 

27 November 1943 - Berlin (6.30) 

16 December 1943 - Berlin (6.40) 

20 December 1943 - Frankfurt (4.20) 

23 December 1943 - Berlin (6.30) 

14 January 1944 - Brunswick (5.00) 

21 January 1944 - Magdeburg (6.20) 

27 January 1944 - Berlin (6.45) 

15 February 1944 - Berlin (6.45) 

19 February 1944 - Leipzig (6.10) 

20 February 1944 - Stuttgart (5.55) 

24 February 1944 - Schweinfurt (6.55) 

15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (6.40) 
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class=WordSection5>  

Warrant Officer Findlay has completed 38 operational sorties against targets in Italy, 

Germany and enemy occupied territory. Twenty-five of these sorties were carried out in 

the Pathfinder Force, all of them as marker sorties. 

 

This Warrant Officer is an outstanding air gunner whose vigilance and keenness in the 

execution of his duty have enabled his crew to press home their attacks on heavily 

defended targets and to become one of the most successful crews in the squadron. 

 

Public Record Office Air 2/9632 has a further recommendation dated 20 May 1944, by which time he 

had completed 43 sorties (258 hours four minutes).  The sortie list added one trip to his pre-No.97 

Squadron list (25 June 1943, Gelsenkirchen, 2 hours 15 minutes, the brevity of which indicates it was 

incomplete) and fails to list the sortie of 23 September 1943 to Oldenburg. It adds an incomplete sortie 

for 2 December 1943 (Berlin, one hour 15 minutes). It also adds the following sorties: 1 March 1944 to 

Stuttgart (6.35), 18 March 1944 to Frankfurt (4.35), 24 March 1944 to Berlin (6.40), 18 April 1944 to 

Rouen (3.19), 26 April 1944 to Essen (3.40) and 27 April 1944 to Friedrichshaven (7.00).  The suggested 

citation reads: 

 

Pilot Officer Findlay has completed 43 operational sorties over a large variety of targets 

in Germany and Western Europe. The entire crew has been employed for a long period 

on targets marker duties and this officer's personal keenness and ability have 

contributed greatly to the harmony and reliability of the crew. 

 

This was duly supported by the Officer Commanding, RAF Station Downham Market (22 May 1944) and 

by the Air Officer Commanding, No.8 Group (30 May 1944). 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINGARSON, W/C Leonard Earl (C2377) - Member, Order of the British Empire - Station Trenton - Award 

effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946.  

Born in Hayfield, Minnesota, 9 January 1906.  Educated in Saskatchewan. And became an accountant.  

Employed in accountancy firms, 1922 to 1940.  Home in Saskatoon; enlisted there 10 July 1940 in 

Accounts Branch with rank of Flying Officer and posted to Technical Training School, St. Thomas. To No,1 

Manning Depot, Toronto, 31 August 1940. To No.16 SFTS, Hagersville, 9 August 1941. Promoted Flight 

w
w

w
.b

om
be

rc
om

m
an

dm
us

eu
m

ar
ch

iv
es

.c
a



Lieutenant, 15 September 1941.  To No.6 ITS, 8 October 1941. To Trenton, 30 August 1942. Promoted 

Squadron Leader, 15 December 1942.  Promoted Wing Commander, 1 May 1945.  To Release Centre, 29 

September 1945; retired 1 October 1945. Died in North Vancouver, 24 May 1975 as per British Columbia 

Vital Statistics. 

 

This officer has given splendid service as Senior Accountant Officer at this Station.  He 

has been indefatigable as regards his own work and has developed a loyal and 

competent staff.   He has taken on the Pay and Accounting for this Air Command in 

addition to his station duties with complete success.  The energy and efficiency with 

which this officer has carried out his many duties have been exemplary. 

 

Recommendation raised by G/C A.D. Bell-Irving, 30 July 1945.  Text as follows: 

 

This officer has given splendid service as Senior Accountant Officer at this Station.  He 

has been indefatigable as regards his own work and has developed a loyal and 

competent staff.   He has taken on the Pay and Accounting for No.1 Air Command in 

addition to his station duties with complete success. 

 

Selected Assessments:  

 

9 October 1941 - άCƭƛƎƘǘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ CƛƴƎŀǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ȊŜŀƭ ƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦέ όDκ/ DΦ{Φ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ bƻΦмс {C¢{όΦ 

 

In a letter dated 2 December 1942, Air Commodore F.S. McGill wrote from Trenton: 

 

When one realizes that there are over three thousand personnel on this Station and the 

Accounts Officer has to contend with pay and accounting for the Reselection Centre, 

which includes New Zealand, Australian, Free French, Navy, Army and other branches of 

the Service, all of which complicate things tremendously, it would only seem reasonable 

that he should have the rank called for on the establishment, namely Squadron Leader.  

It is recommended that he receive accelerated promotion to Temporary Squadron 

Leader. 

 

Assessment dated 3 November 1943 by G/C R.E. McBurney - ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 

does an excellent job.  He has ironed out tremendous problems in connection with inventories that have 
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been outstanding for years at this station and is a stickler for obeying regulations.  A popular and 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ǊŀƴƪΦέ 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINK, F/L Donald Ian MacQueen (J4257) - Air Force Cross - Airborne Forces Experimental Establishment 

(AFRO gives unit only as "Overseas" - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date 

and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944.  Born 16 March 1920; home in Hamilton, Ontario (bank 

official; also a Corporal in the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, 20 April 1937 to 3 June 1938); enlisted there 

22 July 1940. To No.2 ITS, 16 August 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 12 October 1940 when posted 

to No.12 EFTS; graduated 11 December 1940 and posted next day to No.4 SFTS; graduated 21 February 

1941 and promoted Sergeant; subsequently commissioned with effect from 22 February 1941). On 

obtaining his wings he was posted to Central Flying School to be trained as an instructor.  It appears he 

deliberately failed the ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ bƻΦо .D{Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 

Depot, 21 May 1941; embarked 30 May 1941, arriving in Britain 29 June 1941.  Flew in No.15 Squadron, 

6 September 1941 to 7 February 1942 (promoted Flying Officer, 1 January 1942); with No.218 Squadron, 

16 March to 20 June 1942. Reported to AFEE on 26 June 1942, serving there until 20 February 1944 

(promoted Flight Lieutenant, 22 February 1943). Posted to India for service with No.1577 (Special 

Duties) Flight, 10 June to 20 November 1944; repatriated to Canada, 27 February 1945; released 8 May 

1945.  He served again in the RCAF, 23 April 1951 to 1964, then became a Parole Probation Officer.  

RCAF photos PL-41164 (ex UK-15235) and PL-41165 (ex UK-15238, both dated 23 September 1944) show 

him.  Died in Hamilton, Ontario, 25 February 1995.  No citation in Canadian sources. Public Records 

Office Air 2/9004 has recommended citation approved  by "C.R.D., M.A.P." (not sure what it means but 

think it is "Chief of Research and Development, Ministry of Aircraft Production"). 

 

Following a tour of operational duty this officer has been engaged on experimental 

flying for the past eighteen months.  He has taken part in many trials of major 

importance and the success of the original contractors' trials on the Hamilcar glider was 

largely due to his outstanding ability as a tug pilot.  More recently he commanded a 

detachment detailed to clear a combination urgently required for tactical use by 

airborne forces, with excellent results.  Flight Lieutenant Fink has performed onerous 

and often hazardous duties with great devotion, setting a fine example to all. 

 

His story is unusual.  He had deliberately failed an instructor's course to go overseas, but on operations 

he had unexpected difficulties.  On 25 February 1942 he crashed a Stirling at Alconburg (undercarriage 

retracted).  The cause was mechanical and no blame was attached to him.  However, he proved unable 

to complete a tour with No.218 Squadron. On 29 July 1942 W/C P.D. Holder wrote, "This officer 

returned early from an operational sortie as he was unable to face the searchlights and flak.  He stated 

on landing that he could not continue night operations as he lacked the courage to do so."  He 

expressed willingness to fly daylight bombing operations.  Instead he was posted to AFEE but also 
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attached to Uxbridge.  A medical report from Uxbridge, dated 24 September 1942 described his tour - 14 

sorties (61 hours 20 minutes) which must have been terrible; on his 6th sortie (and first as captain) there 

were navigational problems; on the 7th trip the Stirling was badly shot up; on the 11th the aircraft iced 

up badly; on the 14th he returned from Essen on three engines.  It was on this occasion that he 

confessed his inability to continue night operations 

 

His posting to AFEE had been immediate, and it is clear that every effort was made to give him a second 

chance, and that it was successful.  On 24 July 1943, W/C G.D. Brice wrote, "An exceptionally good tug 

pilot who is very keen on work and who can be relied upon to carry out any job to the best of his ability.  

A very steady and conscientious type who sets a good example to those under him."  On 5 April 1944, 

G/C J.R. Ubee wrote, "This is an above average officer who is a most keen and capable pilot.  He has 

displayed a marked aptitude for test flying." 

 

A form dated 10 February 1945 indicated he had flown the following types: Stirling I, II and IV (278 hours 

40 minutes), Halifax II, III and V (109 hours ten minutes); Lancaster I, II and III (74 hours 30 minutes); 

Wellington I, III and X (69 hours 20 minutes), Hudson III and V (31 hours 25 minutes), and other types 

including the Boston, Albermarle, Ventura, Whitley, Warwick, Barracuda, Liberator, C-47, C-51 and C-53 

(111 hours 50 minutes).  He also claimed 674 hours 55 minutes flown, of which 589 hours 55 minutes 

were non-operational and 85 hours were operational.  This latter figure does not square with that given 

in 1942, nor does his sortie claim (16 on the document dated 10 February 1945). 

 

Fink himself wrote a narrative describing his experiences following his brief Bomber Command services: 

 

After a short holding period and medical I was posted to Airborne Forces Experimental 

Establishment at Sherburne-in-Elment in Yorkshire.  This was the unit I was with until my 

repatriation in 1945, although the whole station moved to Beaulieu on the south coast 

of England in 1944. During this period of my career I flew over 36 types of aircraft and 

55 counting Marks.  Some days I have flown eight different aircraft and many times 4-6 

types in a single day.  It was for experimental work on glider combinations that I 

received my Air Force Cross and I also have an exceptional rating as a pilot on the above 

type of work. 

 

In 1943-44 I commanded a unit which was sent to Farnborough to carry out secret tests 

on the Hamilcar and Horsa gliders which I believe was responsible for the above 

decoration. 

 

In February 1944 I was sent to India by the Royal Air Force to carry out the same type of 

work and spent some ten months there.  These tests were carried out with Lancasters, 
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Dakota and Wellingtons towing gliders.  At the end of this period I returned to England 

via Air Transport Command, serving as second pilot through to the Middle East, Malta 

and France.  I first received word of my decoration, and thus I was not invested until my 

return to Canada in 1945. 

 

On arriving in England I was called to Canada House and found to my amazement they 

had lost track of me completely and had not even known of my India incident. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINK, F/O Raymond Gordon (J21630) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.550 Squadron - Award effective 6 

January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 January 1945 and AFRO 508/45 dated 23 March 1945.  

Born Winnipeg, 13 March 1920.  Home there; auditor.  Enlisted in Winnipeg, 25 June 1940 as 

Clerk/Accounts. To No.1 Training Command, 5 July 1940. Promoted AC1, 1 October 1940. Promoted LAC, 

1 January 1941. To No.31 ANS, 24 February 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 November 1941. Remustered to 

aircrew, 20 June 1942 and posted that date to No.6 ITS;  graduated 14 August 1942 and posted next day 

ǘƻ bƻΦф !h{Τ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ п 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нт 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ ¢ƻ w!C 

overseas, 11 January 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 4 June 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 4 

December 1944. Repatriated 7 July 1945.  Retired 16 October 1945.   No citation other than 

"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably 

displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  Public Records Office Air 2/9038 has 

recommendation dated 10 October 1944 when he had completed 35 sorties (161 hours 31 minutes).  

See also F/L F.S. Steele (his pilot). 

 

 

class=WordSection6>  

16 June 1944 - Sterkrade/Holten (4.13) 

22 June 1944 - Nimoyecques (3.14, day) 

23 June 1944 - Saintes (7.17) 

24 June 1944 - Flers (3.35) 

27 June 1944 - Chateau Bernapre (3.47) 

29 June 1944 - Domleger (3.18) 

30 June 1944 - Oisemont/Neuville (3.49) 

2 July 1944 - Domleger (3.37) 
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4 July 1944 - Orleans (6.07) 

6 July 1944 - Foret St.Crois (3.41) 

7 July 1944 - Caen (3.51) 

12 July 1944 - Revigny (9.28) 

16 July 1944 - Sannerville (3.50) 

20 July 1944 - Wizernes (3.31) 

23 July 1944 - Kiel (4.49) 

1 August 1944 - Belle Croix les Bruyers (2.58) 

2 August 1944 - Le Havre (3.27) 

3 August 1944 - Trossy St.Maximim (4.32) 

5 August 1944 - Pauillac (8.02) 

8 August 1944 - Fontenay (3.34) 

10 August 1944 - Dugney (5.13) 

12 August 1944 - Falaise (3.37) 

15 August 1944 - Cullot (3.20) 

16 August 1944 - Stettin (8.29) 

26 August 1944 - Russelheim (8.37) 

29 August 1944 - Womurse Cappel (3.23) 

30 August 1944 - Stettin (9.03) 

5 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.48) 

6 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.41) 

8 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.58) 

11 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.00) 

26 September 1944 - Calais (3.16) 

27 September 1944 - Calais (3.37) 

28 September 1944 - Calais (3.48) 

3 October 1944 - West Kapelle (3.01) 
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class=WordSection7>  

This Canadian officer has shown great enthusiasm for operational flying and has now 

completed an extended tour comprising 35 successful sorties.  He can be relied upon to 

successfully complete the most difficult tasks, displaying tenacity of purpose in 

execution and painstaking care in preparation. 

 

Such a fine operational record, combined with his cheerful confidence and persistency 

to overcome all obstacles has been a source of encouragement and inspiration to the 

squadron.  I strongly recommend that such devotion to duty and inspiring example be 

recognized by the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINKELSTEIN, F/O Clive Leslie (J85089) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.428 Squadron - Award effective 

4 November 1944 as per London Gazette dated 14 November 1944 and AFRO 239/45 dated 9 February 

1945.  Born 8 January 1920 in Winnipeg; home there.  Former COTC.  Enlisted Winnipeg 29 September 

1941.  Granted Leave Without Pay until 3 December 1941 when posted to No.2 Manning Depot.  To 

No.5 Personnel Holding Unit, 31 January 1942.  To No.3 BGS (guard), 13 February 1942. To No.7 ITS, 28 

March 1942. Graduated and promoted LAC, 3 July 1942 but not posted to No.3 AOS until 18 July 1942. 

DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΣ мм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нр bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΤ ǘƻ RAF 

overseas, 10 December 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 11 May 1943. Commissioned 15 January 1944. 

Promoted Flying Officer, 15 July 1944. Repatriated 13 August 1945. Retired 2 October 1945. No citation 

other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] 

invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  DHist file 181.009 D.3260 

(RG.24 Vol.20637) has recommendation dated 5 August 1944 when he had flown 38 sorties (235 hours 

24 minutes), 3 November 1943 to 6 June 1944. 

 

As navigator this officer has completed one tour of operations.  He has carried out 

thirty-eight sorties in Germany, France, and minelaying operations.  He has always been 

very steady and cool in emergencies and co-operated well with his crew at all times.  His 

work has always been of a very high standard and the very accurate bombing runs 

achieved have in no small way been due to the excellent work of this officer. 

 

For the completion of a most satisfactory tour of operations and for support of the 

squadron at all times I recommend the non-immediate award of the Distinguished Flying 

Cross. 
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The sortie list was as follows: 

 

3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf (6.25) 

19 November 1943 - Leverkusen (3.50, duty not carried out) 

22 November 1943 - Berlin (8.12) 

25 November 1943 - Frankfurt (8.25) 

3 December 1943 - Leipzig (8.50) 

29 December 1943 - Berlin (9.00) 

6 January 1944 - Gardening (8.10) 

20 January 1944 - Berlin (8.30) 

28 January 1944 - Berlin (9.05) 

2 February 1944 - Gardening (6.25) 

5 February 1944 - Gardening (7.00) 

15 February 1944 - Berlin (8.50) 

19 February 1944 - Leipzig (7.05) 

24 February 1944 - Gardening (7.10) 

4 March 1944 - Gardening (6.07) 

6 March 1944 - Trappes (6.10) 

7 March 1944 - Le Mans (5.35) 

13 March 1944 - Le Mans (6.10) 

16 March 1944 - Amiens (5.35) 

18 March 1944 - Gardening (5.35) 

29 March 1944 - Paris (6.05) 

30 March 1944 - Gardening (5.15) 

9 April 1944 - Lille (4.45) 

12 April 1944 - Gardening (5.00) 

18 April 1944 - Gardening (5.45) 

20 April 1944 - Gardening (5.05) 

22 April 1944 - Laon (5.15) 
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23 April 1944 - Gardening (6.30) 

26 April 1944 - Villeneuve (6.20) 

27 April 1944 - Gardening (4.05) 

9 May 1944 - Gardening (5.50) 

11 May 1944 - Boulogne (4.05) 

21 May 1944 - Gardening (4.40) 

24 May 1944 - Trouville (4.45) 

27 May 1944 - Gardening (4.40) 

3 June 1944 - Gardening (3.25) 

5 June 1944 - Merville (5.25) 

6 June 1944 - Coutances (5.50) 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINKELSTEIN, F/O Samuel Irwin (J41420)- Distinguished Flying Cross - No.692 Squadron -  Award 

effective 23 November 1945 as per London Gazette dated 7 December 1945 and AFRO 244/46 dated 8 

March 1946.  Born in Toronto , 2 October 1911.  Home Brantford, Ontario; merchant.  Enlisted in 

London, Ontario 26 August 1942.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 19 January 1943. To No.5 Equipment Depot, 

9 March 1943. To No.5 ITS, 17 April 1943; graduated and promoted LAC, 26 June 1943 but not posted 

until 10 July 1943 when sent to Mountain View; to No.9 AOS, 18 September 1943;  graduated and 

commissioned 11 February 1944.  To No.1 Aircrew Graduate Training School, 25 February 1944.  Taken 

on strength of No.3 PRC, 25 May 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 11 August 1944.  Repatriated 1 June 

1945.  Retired 14 July 1945. Died in Mount Hope, Ontario, 16 December 2001.  No citation, 

"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably 

displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."  Public Records Office Air 2/8772 has 

recommendation dated 19 May 1945 when he had flown 50 sorties (227 hours) as follows: 

 

 

class=WordSection8>  

28 November 1944 - Nuremburg 

29 November 1944 - Hanover 

1 December 1944 - Karlsruhe 

4 December 1944 - Hagen 
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7 December 1944 - Cologne 

18 December 1944 - Nuremburg 

23 December 1944 - Limburg 

28 December 1944 - Frankfurt 

31 December 1944 - Berlin 

1 January 1945 - Hanover 

2 January 1945 - Berlin 

5 January 1945 - Berlin 

7 January 1945 - Hanover 

10 January 1945 - Hanover 

14 January 1945 - Berlin 

17 January 1945 - Magdeburg 

18 January 1945 - Sterkrade 

29 January 1945 - Berlin 

1 February 1945 - Berlin 

3 February 1945 - Weisbaden 

5 February 1945 - Berlin 

19 February 1945 - Erfurt 

21 February 1945 - Berlin 

23 February 1945 - Berlin 

24 February 1945 - Berlin 

26 February 1945 - Nuremburg 

1 March 1945  - Erfurt 

3 March 1945 - Wurzburg 

7 March 1945 - Berlin 

8 March 1945 - Hanover 

10 March 1945 - Berlin 

11 March 1945 - Berlin 

13 March 1945 - Bremen 
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14 March 1945 - Berlin 

16 March 1945 - Berlin 

17 March 1945 - Nuremburg 

21 March 1945 - Berlin 

23 March 1945 - Berlin 

24 March 1945 - Berlin 

27 March 1945 - Berlin 

8 April 1945 - Dessau 

10 April 1945 - Berlin 

11 April 1945 - Berlin 

13 April 1945 - Hamburg 

15 April 1945 - Berlin 

17 April 1945 - Ingoldstadt 

18 April 1945 - Berlin 

19 April 1945 - Berlin 

23 April 1945 - Rendeburg 

24 April 1945 - Munich 

 

class=WordSection9>  

 

This officer has completed 50 operational sorties against some of the most far distant 

and heavily defended targets in Germany including 24 attacks on Berlin.  He has 

throughout  shown a high degree of skill and accuracy in navigation and the utmost 

determination to bomb accurately all his targets.  For his skill, courage and devotion to 

duty he is strongly recommended for the non-immediate award of the Distinguished 

Flying Cross. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINLAY, F/O Samuel Stevenson (J14734) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.48 Squadron - Award effective 

2 February 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 563/45 dated 29 March 1945.  Born 26 
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June 1917.  Home Toronto.  Enlisted in Toronto 6 October 1941.  To No.1 Manning Depot, 11 November 

1941. To No.1 Training Command, 10 December 1941. To No.1 ITS, 15 December 1941.  Promoted LAC,  

11 April 1942; posted that date to No.9 EFTS;  graduated 19 June 1942 and taken on strength of No.6 

SFTS on 20 June 1942;  graduated and commissioned 9 October 1942.  To No.1 GRS, 30 October 1942. To 

bƻΦом h¢¦Σ у WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ мм !ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ ¢ƻ w!C ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ мр aŀȅ мфпоΦ  

Appears to have been attached to Ferry Command, 14 January 1945 but not formally repatriated until 

27 June 1945.  Released 3 August 1945.  Photo PL-40389 shows Flying Officer Samuel S. Finlay, wounded 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ άaŀǊƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴέΣ ǊŜŎǳǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ !Φ²Φ CŀǊǊΣ CƭƛƎƘǘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ IΦDΦ IŀǊǊƻǿŜǊΣ 

and Flying Officer K. Coles. 

 

In September 1944 this officer was the pilot of an aircraft detailed to drop supplies to 

our forces near Arnhem.  After the containers had been successfully dropped and course 

had been set for home the aircraft was attacked by fighters.  Although Flying Officer 

Finlay manoeuvred with much skill his aircraft was hit by a hail of bullets.  The starboard 

engine was put out of action.  The starboard wing and part of the fuselage were set on 

fire.  All attempts to extinguish the flames were unsuccessful.  The port engine now 

became erratic.  Flying Officer Finlay decided to attempt a crash landing.  In spite of 

fumes and smoke which partially obscured his vision, this resolute pilot brought the 

aircraft down safely without injury to any of his crew.  He set a splendid example of 

coolness, courage and determination in perilous circumstances. 

 

Arie-Jan Van Hees, άDǊŜŜƴ hƴ ΗέΣ ! 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ tŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜ wŜ-Supply Sorties During 

hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ άaŀǊƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴέΣ му-25 September 1944 (published in The Netherlands, 2004)), has a 

detailed account of his mission (page 230).  The incident in question occurred on 21 September 1944.  

He was piloting Dakota KG404 (I2-AN) with one P/O Walsh, Flight Sergeant Roy Gray (navigator), P/O 

Rice (WOP) and four air despatchers of No.223 Air Despatch Company, RASC.  He dropped his panniers 

at 1610 hours from 800 feet.  Flak was observed but he was untouched until the homeward flight when 

enemy fighters were seen north of Eindhoven.  Two Dakotas had already been observed being shot 

down.  Flight Sergeant Gray, from the astrodome, observed six fighters some 5,000 yards astern.  Finlay 

dived for cloud cover   A gaggle of fighters was engaging other Dakotas.  Two of these then dived on his 

aircraft.  One did not fire; the other closed from the port quarter.  Finlay took evasive action passed to 

him from the astrodome.  Nevertheless, hits were registered on the lower starboard side of the Dakota, 

presumably from another, unseen fighter.  The starboard auxiliary fuel tank caught fire and the 

starboard wing and fuselage aft of the cockpit were alight; the starboard motor was put out of action.  

He dived further through cloud and at 2,000 feet the port motor threatened to quit as well.  Finlay 

ordered the despatchers to jump, but they had already done so.  The crew took crash positions.  At 

1,000 feet the fuselage was filled with smoke and fumes, obscuring vision.  As Finlay made his final 

approach to crash land, a tree loomed ahead. With no control of the aircraft, he struck the tree about 20 

feet from the ground.  The cockpit window shattered; a branch thrust into the cockpit; and Finlay 

suffered two strained ankles.  With the starboard wing and fuselage burning, the pilot and WOP escaped 

through an emergency hatch, the co-pilot and navigator dashed through the flames to the rear to rescue 

despatchers who had, in  fact, already baled out.  The crew were picked up by personnel of No.58 Light 
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Anti-Aircraft Regiment (11th Armoured Division), treated for wounds, and returned to their unit. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINLAYSON, F/O Colin Gowans (J13956) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.418 Squadron - Award 

effective 28 April 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1186/44 dated 2 June 1944.  Born 

9 November 1920 in Killan, Alberta.  Home Victoria, educated in Banff Public School,  Sir James Douglas 

Public School, VictƻǊƛŀΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎύΦ  9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ 

Vancouver where he was a bank teller, 5 July 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.5 

Personnel Holding Unit, 10 October 1941.  To No.2 ITS, 4 January 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 

28 February 1942); posted that date to No.2 AOS; to  No.8 BGS, 6 June 1942; to 1 CNS, 25 July 1942; 

ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ р {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ bƻΦм Dw{Σ мм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ  ¢ƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ нп 

October 1942.  To RAF overseas, 27 October 1942.  Disembarked in Britain, 5 November 1942.  To No.1 

Signal School, 16 December 1942.  Promoted Flying Officer, 5 March 1943.  Attached to No.51 OTU, 28 

April 1943.  Posted from No.1 Signal School to No.60 OTU, 18 May 1943.  To No.418 Squadron, 7 

September 1943.  To No.60 OTU, 18 May 1944.  Observer to F/L C.C. Scherf (RAAF), participated in the 

action of 16 May 1944 when they destroyed one He.111, one FW.190, one He.177, one Hs.123 and one 

Ju.86P.  To No.62 OTU, 25 July 1944.  To Headquarters, Air Defence Great Britain, 10 August 1944 and 

subsequent return to No.418 Squadron.  Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 5 September 1944.  Missing, 

presumed dead, 18 October 1944 (No.418 Squadron, Mosquito HR351) 

 

This officer is an observer of high merit and his fine work throughout the many sorties in 

which he has taken part has earned great praise.  In the course of his tour many airfields 

and much enemy transport has been successfully attacked.  In addition to these 

successes, Flying Officer Finlayson has assisted in the destruction of three enemy 

aircraft at night and two by day.  He has displayed great skill, courage and resolution. 

 

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9220 has recommendation by W/C Bennell dated 3 March 1944 when 

he had flown 20 sorties (60 operational hours). 

 

Flying Officer Finlayson has now completed 20 operational sorties as a navigator with 

this squadron, seven of which have been in support of Bomber Command and one Day 

Ranger.  He has shown the greatest determination and skill in locating enemy 

aerodromes under all weather conditions and there is no doubt that Flying Officer 

Finlayson has played a vital part in the successes achieved by the two pilots with whom 

he has flown. 

 

On many occasions when acting as navigator to Lieutenant Luma (USAAF) he has 
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participated in the bombing of airfields and the destruction of trains and road transport.  

On the night of 12th February 1944, he directed his pilot to Bordeaux where success was 

achieved in the destruction of a Heinkel 177.  On the night of 24th February 1944, whilst 

navigating for Flight Lieutenant Scherf he shared in the destruction of a Junkers 88 and 

an unidentified twin-engined enemy aircraft at Ambach near Numberg deep in 

Germany.  Navigating to a target of this type demands extreme skill and Flying Officer 

Finlayson has shown that he has all and more than is needed. 

 

This officer has also participated in one Day Ranger with Flight Lieutenant Scherf and on 

this particular sortie great success was achieved.  Navigating at tree top height is 

difficult at all times but to penetrate 250 miles into occupied territory and to be able to 

direct a pilot exactly on to the dispersal area of an aerodrome is above all a job for the 

super-skilled navigator only.  Flying Officer Finlayson achieved this object and his pilot 

was able to destroy two Junkers 52 and share in the destruction of a Bi-Heinkel and two 

Gotha 242 gliders. 

 

Flying Officer Finlayson has been astute to pass on to the other observers less 

experienced than himself, the information gained during his 20 trips and in so doing is 

largely responsible for the high standard of efficiency attained by other observers on 

this squadron.  The way he has discharged his duties both as a squadron member and as 

a part of an operational crew has set an example which will be hard to surpass. 

 

A further note was added on 7 March 1944 by a Wing Commander (Station Commander but name 

illegible): 

 

An excellent navigator with an outstanding operational record.  Since above remarks 

were written this officer, with Lieutenant Luma (USAAF) destroyed a Focke Wulf 190 

near Toulouse and they had to return nearly 600 miles on one engine.   I strongly 

recommend the award of a Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 

FINLAYSON, P/O Colin Gowans, DFC (J13956) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.418 Squadron - 

Award effective 15 August 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2052/44 dated 22 

September 1944. 

 

This officer continues to display the highest qualities of skill, bravery and devotion to 

duty.  As observer he has taken part in a large number of sorties, many of them of a 

difficult and dangerous nature.  On one occasion in May 1943 [1944 ?] he took part in a 

sortie far into enemy territory during which he assisted in the destruction of five enemy 
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aircraft.  He has proved himself to be a most valuable member of the squadron. 

 

Training: LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ р Wǳƭȅ мфпм ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άLƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΦ  

!Ƴōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛƴ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 

 

Course at No.2 ITS was 4 January to 25 February 1942.  Courses and marks as follows: Mathematics 

(121/150), Armament (44/50), Signals (150/150), Anti-Gas (46/50), Aircraft Recognition (96/100), Drill 

(73/100), Law and Discipline (84/100), Navigation (169/200), General Studies (87/100). Placed 24th in a 

Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ммн hōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΦ  ά!ƭŜǊǘΣ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ 

Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ ƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  ±ŜǊȅ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

 

Course at No.2 AOS was 2 March to 6 June 1942.  Flew in Ansons (24..45 as first navigator by day, 27.45 

as second navigator by day, six hours 30 minutes as first navigator by night, nine hours 15 minutes as 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ мп ƘƻǳǊǎ пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōƻƳōƛƴƎύΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ άbŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

άIƛǎ ŀƛǊ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

paǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ǇƭƻǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦέ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ά!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΣ ά±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƳō 

ŀƛƳŜǊΦ bŜŀǘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ - άIŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳƛƴŘΦ Lǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ tƭŀŎŜŘ сth in a class of 25. 

 

Course at No.8 BGS was 8 June to 18 July 1942 (Battles and Ansons, 18 hours day bombing, 8.30 night 

ōƻƳōƛƴƎΣ мпΦпл Řŀȅ ƎǳƴƴŜǊȅύΦ  IŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ рр ōƻƳōǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ но ōƻƳōǎ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  ά!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ōƻƳō ŀƛƳŜǊΦ  ²Ŝŀƪ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿƻǊƪέ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άDǳƴƴŜǊȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ ά[ŀŎƪǎ 

ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƛǊ ƎǳƴƴŜǊΦ {ƘƻǿŜŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦέ tƭŀŎŜŘ ммth in a class of 

25. 

 

Course at No.1 ANS was 3 August to 5 September 1942 in Ansons (7.00 as first navigator by day, 6.35 as 

second navigator by day, 10.05 as first navigator by night, 10.25 as second navigator by night).  Placed 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нрΦ  !ƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎǘΤ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅΤ 

uses all navigation methods continuously; above averagŜ ŀƛǊ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊΦέ   DǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΥ ά5ƻŜǎ 

ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΤ ƴŜŀǘΤ ŦŀǎǘΤ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΤ ǎŜƭŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘΦ  ±ŜǊȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΦέ 

 

Advanced course at No.1 GRS, 14 September to 10 October 1942 involved Anson aircraft on navigation 

exercises - 15 hours 50 minutes, all by day.  Courses and marks were DR Navigation (138/200), 

wŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ όмпрκнллύΣ /ƻŘƛƴƎ όтфκмллύΣ {ƘƛǇ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ όмрлκнллύΣ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ όtŀǎǎύΦ ά! ƪŜŜƴ 

worker but with less aptitude for classroom work than for work in the air.  Should prove a good officer 

ƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
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Course at No.1 Signals School was 28 December 1942 to 17 April 1943. This involved flying in Dominie 

(six hours 45 minutes, of which three hours 22 minutes were on W/T sets in air) and Proctor (seven 

hours 20 minutes, all on W/T sets in air).  Extensive tests in Morse and VS work.  Ground results graded 

in Technical Theory (89/150), Signals Organisation (99/150), Out-Station Procedure (81/150), Set 

Manipulation (184/250), D/F Loop manipulation (88/150), Daily Inspections and Fault Finding (95/150).  

Air tests in Air Operating (235/300), Frequency Changing (270/300), D/F Loop Manipulation (140/200), 

D/F Procedure (81/100) and Log Keeping (79/100). 

 

Circumstances of Death: Mosquito HR351 was airborne at 1000 hours from Ieisi Airfield, Italy, for a Day 

Ranger to eastern Austria (Vienna area).  The crew was J4874 F/L S.H.R. Cotterill (pilot) and J13956 F/O 

C.G. Finlayson (observer).  It failed to return.  Postwar investigations revealed they had crashed in the 

vicinity of Burguge (near Lanisce), Yugoslavia. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ά!Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪέ ǳƴŘŜǊ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ IwормΥ 

 

Missing on Intruder mission Eastern Austria. 18.10.1944  

 

In the afternoon on 16.10.1944 took off from a base in the UK Hunsdon,  two fighter bombers, de 

Havilland DH-98 Mosquito Day event called Ranger. The crew consisted of F/ L Stanley Herbert Ross 

Cotterill (DFC) with navigator F/O Colin Gowans Finlayson (DFC and Bar)(HR351), and the second 

machine saddled F/ L Stuart Newton May and navigator F/O Jack D. Ritch (PZ220). Both crews were from 

No.418 Squadron RCAF. After a stopover and refueling base at St. Dizier in France continued both crews 

in the early hours of 17.10.1944 to the east. Their objective was the airport Piestany.  

 

Mosquito PZ220 crashed in enemy territory. Second machine with Frame Number TH-D (HR351) flew to 

the base of  Ancona in Italy. The following day with the same crew F/ L Stanley Herbert Ross Cotterill 

(DFC) with navigator F/O Colin Gowans Finlayson (DFC and Bar) took off again to return to the UK. For 

unknown reasons was lost over Yugoslavia. Both pilots died and are buried in Belgrade.  

Crew:  

 

F/Lt (J/4874) Stanley Herbert Ross COTTERILL DFC (pilot) RCAF - killed  

F/Lt (J/13956) Colin Gowans FINLAYSON DFC (nav.) RCAF - killed 

 

 * * * * *  
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FINLAYSON, F/O Douglas Deane (J23412) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.9 SFTS - Award 

effective 14 June 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 1127/45 dated 6 July 1945.  Born 

14 August 1919.  Home in Nanaimo, British Columbia; enlisted in Vancouver, 16 October 1941.  To No.3 

Manning Depot, 9 November 1941.  To No.8 BGS, 19 December 1941 (guard duty).  To No.4 ITS, 14 

March 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 5 June 1942; to No.5 EFTS, 1 August 1942; to No.3 SFTS, 10 

October 1942; (graduated and commissioned on 5 February 1943.   To Central Navigation School, 3 

March 1943.  To No.9 SFTS, 30 April 1943. To No.1 WS, 2 April 1945.  To School of Technical Engineering, 

4 May 1945.  To Release Centre, 1 November 1945.  Released 9 November 1945. Postwar a much 

respected leader of the British Columbia Conservative Party and civic organizer for Nanaimo as well as 

native communities there. Died in Nanaimo, 17 May 2005. 

 

As a flying instructor, this officer has rendered exceptionally efficient and loyal service 

and during the past six months has been officer in charge of leadership training in which 

position he has also rendered highly meritorious service.  He has set a fine example to 

instructors and pupils in all respects. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINLAYSON, P/O Douglas Malcolm (J88637) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.524 Squadron - Award 

effective 26 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 6 February 1945 and AFRO 508/45 dated 23 

March 1945.  Born 12 June 1924 in Moose Jaw, home Vancouver.  Enlisted in Saskatoon 12 May 1942 

and posted to No.2 Manning Depot.  To  No.2 WS, 18 July 1942; promoted LAC, 20 August 1942; 

graduated 5 March 1943 and posted to No.5 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 5 April 1943.  To 

No.111 OTU, 11 May 1943.  To No.31 Personnel Depot, Moncton, 5 September 1943.  To United 

Kingdom, 12 September 1943.  Commissioned 8 July 1944.  Repatriated 9 July 1945.  Released 22 

September 1945.  RCAF photo PL-33590 (ex UK-15007, dated 18 September 1944) shows three Canadian 

WAGs at briefing session- P/O Doug Finlayson (Vancouver), P/O Walter Nieradka (Selkirk, Manitoba) and 

P/O Jean Falardeau (Quebec City). Died 25 December 2008 in Surrey, British Columbia as per Royal 

Canadian Legion ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of September/October 2009.  These sources 

ƎƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ .Φ Cƛƴƭŀȅǎƻƴέ ōǳǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ !ƛǊ нκфлпс 

says recommendation made when he had flown 54 sorties (285 operational hours). 

 

As air gunner, Pilot Officer Finlayson has participated in a large number of operational 

sorties in the face of the enemy.  He has always shown courage and initiative directing 

his captain calmly and skilfully however closely his aircraft was threatened. 

 

 * * * * *  
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FINLAYSON, Sergeant Sidney Edward (R71000, later J18520) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.424 

Squadron - Award effective 20 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 1 October 1943 and AFRO 

2258/43 dated 5 November 1943.  Born 1 May 1921 in Broadview, Saskatchewan.  Home there.  Café 

waiter, farm hand and service station attendant.  Enlisted in Regina 25 October 1940.  To No.3 SFTS, 30 

December 1940 (guard duty).  To To,2 WS, 3 March 1941.  Promoted LAC, 3 April 1941. To No.5 BGS, 18 

July 1941;  graduated and promoted Sergeant, 18 August 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 19 August 1941. 

To RAF overseas, 17 September 1941.  To No.2   Signal School, 10 October 1941.  To No.22 OTU, 23 

December 1941.  Promoted Flight Sergeant, 18 February 1942. To No.156 Squadron, 16 June 1942.  

Promoted WO2, 1 November 1942.  To  

class=WordSection10>  

No.424 Squadron, 17 December 1942.  Served with that unit in North Africa, 3 June 1943 to 12 August 

1943 (injured in a fall down a well). Promoted WO1, 1 May 1943.  Commissioned 27 July 1943.  To 

United Kingdom, 3 November 1943.  Promoted Flying Officer, 27 January 1944. Repatriated to Canada, 4 

March 1944. To No.2 Training Command, 16 September 1944.   To Reserve, 28 October 1944.  Released 

29 October 1944.  Died 13 October 1989 at Broadview, Saskatchewan as per Royal Canadian Legion 

ά[ŀǎǘ tƻǎǘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Legion Magazine of December 1989. 

 

This airman has completed numerous flights over enemy objectives, several of which 

have been against dangerous and difficult targets in Germany.  The coolness displayed 

by him in his duties as wireless operator air gunner has, to a large extent, been 

responsible for the very successful outcome of many sorties.  Throughout all his 

operations he has proved himself to possess a fine fighting spirit and a strong desire to 

engage the enemy. 

 

Training: Interviewed in Regina, 16 August 1940 - άLƳƳŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘΣ ƪŜŜƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƴŜŀǘΦέ 

 

Course at No.2 WS was 3 March to 20 July 1941.  Spent 25 minutes in Flying Classroom as First Operator, 

two hours 35 minutes in Flying Classroom on listening watch and six hours as sole operator in two-seat 

aircraft.  Course in Theory (34/50), Radio Equipment (168/250), Morse, buzzer and lamp (187/200), 

Procedure (134/200), Signals Organization (125/150), Armament (62/100) and Drill/PT (34/50).  Placed 

51st in a class of 209. 

 

Course at No.5 BGS was 21 July to 18 August 1941.  Battle aircraft (6.30 on gunnery by day). Fires 200 

rounds on ground, 400 air-to-ground and 2,200 air-to-air.  Scores two percent hits on Beam Test, four 

percent hits on Beam Relative Speed Test and three percent hits on Under Tail Test. Scored 70/100 on 

written test, 69/100 on practical and oral tŜǎǘΣ ǊŀǘŜŘ мрлκнрл ƻƴ άŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŦƛǊŜǊΦέ  5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ά! ƎƻƻŘ 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴΦέ  tƭŀŎŜŘ нрth in a class of 31. 
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Notes: Application for Operational Wing dated 19 April 1944 stated he had flown 30 sorties (164 hours 

25 minutes), 30 May 1942 to 6 August 1943. 

 

Website http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/yorkshire/york43/ms481.html provides the 

following: 

 

WELLINGTON MS481 DAMAGED BY FLAK, RETURNED TO TOPCLIFFE AIRFIELD. 

 

This aircraft took off from Topcliffe airfield at 18.19hrs on 3rd March 1943 to undertake an operational 

flight to bomb Hamburg. The aircraft carried only one 4000lb bomb and this hung-up over the target. The 

aircraft returned to base with the bomb and landed safely at 00.55hrs on 4th March 1943 and the unit 

record book stated that it had received many flak holes. With this being a Wellington the holes were 

probably holes in the doped canvas and were easily repaired. 

 

Pilot - Acting S/Ldr William Ezekiel Allison RAFVR (115784), of Greatham, Hartlepool, Co.Durham. 

Navigator - F/Sgt D. R. P. Henderson. 

 

Bomb Aimer - FS A. J. Irvine. 

 

Wireless Operator - Sergeant Sidney Edward Finlayson RCAF (R/71000), of Broadview, Saskatchewan, 

Canada. 

 

Air Gunner - F/Lt Jack Stansbury McCrae RCAF (C/15018), of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

 

Air Gunner - F/Sgt Ernest Arthur Spencer-Matthews RAFVR (751813). 

 

 * *  * * *  

 

FINLEY, S/L Charles Armstrong (C8991) - Mention in Despatches - No.6 Group Headquarters - Award 

effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 721/45 dated 27 April 1945. Born 

in Meaford, Ontario, 30 April 1908.  Salesman for Maple Leaf Milling Company, Meaford, 1928-1930, 
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Manager, Crowes and Bennett Sporting Goods Limited, Meaford, 1931-1936; Art Director, Advertising 

Manager for T. Eaton Company, Toronto, 1937 to 1941. Enlisted in Toronto, 29 November 1941 in 

Administration Branch; commissioned that date.  To Trenton on 29 November 1941 for Administrative 

Officers Course. . To No.9 SFTS, Summerside, 30 December 1941; school later relocated at Centralia..  

tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ м WǳƴŜ мфпнΦ  CǊƻƳ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǘƻ ά¸έ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ о CŜbruary 1943.  To RAF overseas, 8 

March 1943.  Disembarked in Britain, 17 March 1943.  Attached to Station Digby, 27-29 March 1943.  

Attached to Station Burn, 16-17 April 1943. Attached to Highgate, 24 April to 3 May 1943.  Posted to 

Middleton St. George, 6 May 1943.  To Headquarters, No.6 Group, 1 July 1943.  Promoted Flight 

Lieutenant, 9 August 1943.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 30 June1944.  Repatriated 21 December 1944. 

To No.1 Composite Training School, 14 March 1945.  To Release Centre, 26 July 1945.  Released 11 

September 1945. Died in Meaford, Ontario, 27 February 1985 as per Airforce Magazine, issued of 

October-November-December 1985. No citation.  Shown in RCAF photo PL-1705 in 1941. 

 

IŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴ and his release was considered.  It was 

decided to retain him on probation.  By 26 March 1942, F/L W.H. Lewis (No.9 SFTS) was writing of him, 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǘ ƛƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎΣ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

subordinates ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊǎΦέ   hƴ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпнΣ Cκ[ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά±ŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ 

ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ !Ǌǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ¢Φ 9ŀǘƻƴ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 

Overseas he was employed as an Intelligence Officer with No.6 Group 

 

AssesǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ нн aŀȅ мфппΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

and is rendering very good service.  He is most painstaking, hard working and loyal and deservedly 

popular with everyone with whom he associates.  I consider hƛƳ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦέ ό²κ/ 

Charles Harry Ashlin). 

 

!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ п 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфппΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘ 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦέ όό²κ/ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ {Φ aŀŎYŀȅΦ 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINLEY, S/L Eric Duff (J8425) - Air Force Cross - No.14 SFTS - Award effective 11 August 1945 as per 

London Gazette dated 14 August 1945 and AFRO 1453/45 dated 14th September 1945.  Born in 

Saskatoon, 31 May 1912.  Service with Cameron Highlanders, 30 April to 2 October 1928.  Home in 

±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΦ 9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΣ о hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфну ŀǎ ά.ƻȅέ ŀƴŘ [ŀōƻǳǊŜǊΦ  ¢ƻ ōŜ {ǘƻǊŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ ол hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

мфолΦ  tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ [!/Σ м Wǳƭȅ мфомΦ  !ŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ tƛƭƻǘΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǘ hǘǘŀǿŀ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ мфоп 

to 18 July 1935 (trained on CF-CBJ and CF-CDK, 58 hours 35 minutes). Promoted Corporal, 1 April 1938.  

To Equipment Branch, 29 April 1939.  To No.4 (BR) Squadron, 12 December 1938.  Promoted Sergeant, 1 
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April 1939. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 January 1940. To Calgary, 8 April 1940. Remustered to aircrew, 

26 October 1940 and posted to No.2 ITS that date (reverting to AC2 as of 27 October 1940); graduated 

and promoted LAC, 27 November 1940 and posted that date to No.8 EFTS; developed medical problems 

with sinus and reverted to Equipment Trade, 15 February 1941 when posted to No.2 Manning Depot.  

To No.15 Explosives Depot, 12 March 1941.  To No.14 Explosives Depot, 19 March 1941;  remustered 

again to aircrew, 21 June 1941 and posted to No.1 EFTS; graduated 8 August 1941 and posted that date 

to No.5 SFTS; graduated and commissioned on 24 October 1941.  To No.2 SFTS, 1 February 1942.  

Promoted Flying Officer, 15 May 1942.  To Central Flying School,  26 June 1942 and subsequent service 

with Visiting Flight.   Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 October 1942.  To No.14 SFTS,  1 March 1944.  

Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 February 1945.  To No.1 Communications Flight, Trenton, 1 August 1945.  

As of recommendation he had flown 1,754 hours, 1,468 as instructor, 86 in previous six months.  

Awarded Long Service and Good Conduct Medal while with RCAF Station Trenton (Canada Gazette 

dated 23 November 1946).  Remained in postwar RCAF, reverting to Flight Lieutenant as of 1 October 

1946.  Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 June 1950.  He was Trenton in various roles until 7 September 1954 

when posted to Clinton.  To Toronto, 17 July 1957.  Released 31 May 1959.  Died in North Vancouver, 7 

February 1970 as per Legion Magazine of May 1970. Recommendation dated from 5 May 1945 (by W/C 

G.G.N. Barrett) when he had flown 1,754 hours (86 in previous six months), of which 1,468 hours had 

been instructional. 

 

This officer has been engaged on flying instructional duties for a long period of time 

during which he has served with distinction as Flight Commander, Examining Officer, 

Squadron Commander, as well as a long tour of duty as a member of a Visiting Flight.  

He has displayed outstanding ability and efficiency in each capacity, and has 

demonstrated keenness for his work and devotion to duty that has been most 

exemplary. 

 

Note: Much of his prewar service was with No.111 (CAC) Squadron, which he joined in December 1935.  

An assessment dated 31 December 1937 noted: 

 

LAC Finley has acted as Pay Clerk and Assistant Storekeeper for No.111 (CAC) Squadron, 

and has carried out his duties in a very efficient manner.  Has a good knowledge of 

Storekeeping Regulations.  Acts as assistant instructor in Storekeeping to Non-

Permanent personnel and takes a very keen interest in same.  Applies himself well to his 

work. 

 

 * * * * *  

 

FINLEY, F/L Hartland Ross (J14030) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.443 Squadron - Award effective 10 

July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 24 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 October 1945.  Born in 
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