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I was first approached by Dave Birrell, one of the directors at the Bomber Command Museum of Canada (BCMC) in 

Nanton in the spring of 2013, to look at an ‘on-loan’, seventy year old Second World War scrapbook.  Dave 

carefully brought the archive off the shelf in the library at the BCMC and laid it on the table.  I was told it had been 

lent to the museum in July 2012 by the grandsons of the woman who created it.  The scrapbook itself was falling 

apart, ripped, with some pages torn in two, not from neglect, but from age and time.  The paper was yellowed.  All 

in all, it was in sad shape. 

“Do you think you could do something with this?” Dave asked me. 

“Absolutely!”  was my immediate response.   

Letters, anecdotes, notes, photographs, newspaper and magazine articles all from “The War Years”, the writing 

barely visible on the front cover after so many years.  The scrapbook:  filled with information about both the local 

men and women who served from the area in and around Okotoks, lists of men, with letters and photos from within 

Canada and overseas, who must have trained at the Royal Air Force No. 31 Elementary Flying Training School, at De 

Winton.   

This scrapbook was a treasure.  I knew it had to be shared.  My mind started to envision what this piece of history 

could look like.   

Don Molyneaux, Calgary freelance photographer, was with me that day.  He and I worked together on Wings Over 

High River, published in December 2012 by the BCMC.  I turned to Don and said, “Will you help me?”  He agreed. 

The one main difference between WOHR and this scrapbook project was WOHR was about one man:  Gordon 

Jones.  Before Gordon passed away, he was able to tell me his stories about being a pilot instructor during WWII at 

High River.  He was able to give his ‘thumbs-up’ as to the accuracy of his story.   

This scrapbook, however, would involve dozens of people and their stories.  How much space to dedicate to each 

person?  How would I do all justice to each unique history? How many would still be alive to add more to Mrs. 

Spackman’s notes?  Would I find them?  Would they be open to talking to me?  How would I create a legacy to them 

and to Alice Spackman, Okotoks and De Winton?  Could I? 

I decided I would use Mrs. Spackman’s scrapbook as a template and start from there, expanding upon it with stories I 

was able to track down, enhancing it with more photos, information and tales to help better understand “The War 

Years” in the Okotoks and De Winton areas of Southern Alberta.  I would reproduce the magazine and newspaper 

articles, pictures, odes and poems that must have struck a chord to be included in her scrapbook.  I would also 

produce her anecdotes, her lists and reflections from that important time in history. 

Then there were all the letters to Mrs. Spackman during and after the war.  They would have to be selected 

carefully, as there were oodles of them.  What would have been the cat’s meow would have been to find a letter 

Mrs. Spackman wrote to one of these young men! 

This would become a project encompassing many interviews with people in Alberta, others scattered across Canada, 

plus a few in the USA and one ‘across the Pond’ in England.  Some would be over the telephone, while others face to 

face. 

Initially, I thought of calling the book “Alice’s Scrapbook” or more properly to the time:  “Mrs. Spackman’s 

Scrapbook”.  One woman told me of how her mother played bridge with her friends, but they still called each other, 

“Mrs.”, never by their first names.  Then add in the letters within the scrapbook, all addressed, “Dear Mrs. 

Spackman”.  Not Alice.  Upon the suggestion by Richard Smith, Mrs. Spackman’s grandson, “She Made Them Family” 

became the title.  Mrs. Spackman made many young men and women, from near and far, a part of her intimate circle, 

a part of her family.   

Mrs. Spackman’s scrapbook:  a time traveler and brought into the 21st century. 
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1/ The Spackman Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              RICHARD AND ALICE SPACKMAN 

  RICHARD SMITH COLLECTION 

 

Alice Sadie Harrington was born in Sackville, New Brunswick on May 6, 1889 to Mary (nee Sharp) 

and Reynolds Harrington.  She attended Acadia Seminary and came with her parents to Peachland, 

British Columbia in 1911.  There she taught school, and then later took the position as the first 

teacher at Lineham School, in southern Alberta.   

Here she met Richard “Dick” Beaconfield Spackman, who was born in 1886 in Lacock, Wiltshire, 

England, a farming and dairying district.  He arrived in Canada in 1911, setting up a homestead west of 

Turner Valley, in Alberta. 
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They were married on January 5, 1915 at St. Peter’s Church in Okotoks.   

 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT , THE OKOTOKS REVIEW            

OKOTOKS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 

In the 1920’s, to help make ends meet, Richard worked for Jack Patterson as a roustabout, a part-

time labourer, as part of a threshing team. 

 

ALICE AND RICHARD SPACKMAN, HOMESTEAD AT LINEHAM, ALBERTA 

 RICHARD SMITH COLLECTION 

The Spackman’s had five children:  Reynolds, Mary, Alice Ellen (known as Nellie), John, and Peter. 

After a drastic drop in cattle prices in 1923, the family moved to Okotoks in the spring of that year.  

They owed the bank the huge sum of $2,000, which they had invested in cattle the previous fall.  

They rented the Davies’ place at the west end of town, but built their own home on Elma Street 

several years later, according to the family history found in A Century of Memories, Okotoks and District, 

1883-1983. 
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SPACKMAN FAMILY HOME, OKOTOKS   

RICHARD SMITH COLLECTION 

Richard traded horses and cattle for many years, and was able to pay off his farm debt. Over the 

years, Richard bought over one thousand horses from farmers all over Alberta and shipped them to 

Montreal.  Daughter Mary, explained, “The prairie farmers were using horses less and less but they 

were still in demand down east for work on small farms and in the woods.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RICHARD SPACKMAN AT HIS HOME IN OKOTOKS  

RICHARD SMITH COLLECTION 

Soon after moving into Okotoks, Alice became a midwife and worked with Dr. A.E. Ardiel for some 

years, helping to deliver fifty babies. She was well known for her involvement with the mothers of the 

community during their confinements, when some woman remained in bed to reduce the risk of a 

premature delivery. 
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DR.  A. E. ARDIEL, LONGTIME FAMILY DOCTOR IN OKOTOKS  

A CENTURY OF MEMORIES 

 

 

AERIAL PHOTO OF OKOTOKS 1941  

A CENTURY OF MEMORIES 

Dr. Ardiel delivered 

me on January 10, 

1927 at his brick 

house.  He also 

lanced a carbuncle on 

my neck when I was 

17. 

-Jack McHugh 

Everyone called him ‘Doc’ Ardiel.

-Lawrie Wedderburn 

Dr    

me    

192     

ho     

lan    

my  

17.

Jac  J  

Dr. Ardiel treated me for 

severe diphtheria when I was 

about seven.   When he came 

to the school to give 

inoculations some time later, 

he said, “I remember you.  You 

were the sickest child that I 

ever knew that survived." 

-Len Gavel 
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Before the Second World War, The Spackman’s provided room and board for teachers, as well as 

for young men from the local and surrounding communities. Many of them lived with the family for a 

number of years. The Spackman’s continued to run a boarding house into the 1950s.  “The family 

seemed to be a primarily expanded one,” said Mary. 

SPACKMAN FAMILY 1942                                                                                                                        

LEFT TO RIGHT BACK ROW:  PETER, NELLIE, DICK, GEORGE AND MARY SMITH,                                                                     

LEFT TO RIGHT FRONT ROW:  REY AND MILDRED SPACKMAN, JOHN, ALICE  

RICHARD SMITH COLLECTION 

Richard was bailiff, on the School Board of Trustees, and also sold real estate.  During the war he 

sold victory bonds in some of the country districts where he was well known.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    p y p   

Page 

OKOTOKS REVIEW                     

COURTESY OF THE OKOTOKS 

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
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Also during the war years Richard and Alice opened their home to many British airmen were training 

near Okotoks at the Royal Air Force (RAF) #31 Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS, located 

close to De Winton, north of their town.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

RAF #31 EFTS DE WINTON, 

ALBERTA 

ANNA CAROTHERS HARDER COLLECTION 

 

 

 

According to Mary, “Because of space, these boys agreed to come on alternate weekends, two or 

three at a time.  Many lasting friendships were made,” as is evident in all the letters within the 

scrapbook 

Alice also belonged to the Red Cross during the war and made pajamas for the overseas parcels.  

Besides the letters and postcards she wrote, she sent many packages filled with things like fudge, 

baked goodies, cigarettes, as well as wedding gifts.  Her great joy was her flower garden, which she 

tended usually early in the morning while the family was still sleeping.  

Richard developed cataracts. No longer able to drive, they moved to Peachland, buying a house there.  

He helped as a desk clerk at the Totem Inn, owned by his son, Peter.   Alice developed diabetes in 

her fortieth year, and took insulin.

Alice passed away in 1960 and Richard in 1968.  Mary said, “Dad had enjoyed good health all his life 

and I’m sure it was because he enjoyed all sorts of people and found life interesting and amusing.  He 

never ran out of stories to tell, and that of course is to anyone who was interested.  One of the 

finest compliments ever paid to the Spackman family was when a friend said he liked to come to the 

house because there was always good food and good conversation.” 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MRS. SPACKMAN'S SCRAPBOOK  

RICHARD SMITH AND RON SPACKMAN COLLECTION 
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2/ The Scrapbook 

When I looked through Mrs. Spackman’s scrapbook, there was a definite order to it.  I thought of 

her being a school teacher and how she would have had to keep her students organized, teaching 

in a multi-grade setting, most likely in a one-room school house when she taught at Lineham.  She 

probably applied this sense of organization to this project as well. 

Within the inside cover:  A 

picture of the King and Queen 

of England and a prayer for the 

King’s reign.  On the facing 

page:  United States President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill.  Additional pictures 

of the ‘Leaders of Britain’ are 

found in the next pages, glued 

in tightly.   

Did the Spackman’s subscribe 

to Life and Maclean’s?  A full 

article from February 1943 is 

found folded within an 

envelope:  ‘General in Battle 

Dress’ by Wallace Reyburn, 

Montreal Standard Staff 

Correspondence, about 

General Andrew McNaughton 

and the Canadian Army.  In a 

second envelope, a newspaper 

article about Lt-General A. G. 

L. McNaughton is discovered.  

Covering both envelopes:  a full 

colour picture of him.  

Additional articles and pictures 

of other leaders in the military 

fill more pages:  General Sir 

Bernard Law Montgomery, 

C.B., D.S.O. and Air Chief Sir 

Marshal Arthur William Tedder.   

What was her interest in these military men?  Interestingly enough, there was little mention and no 

photo of Canada’s Prime Minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King. 
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Her three sons:  enlisted in different branches of the Canadian Military.  Rey served with the Royal 

Canadian Air Force.  John:  Canadian Army.  Peter:  Royal Canadian Navy.  Nellie worked as a 

telephone operator at RAF #32 Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS) at Bowden, Alberta.  

“My mother was raising a family during most of the war, as she was by then married. I was born in 

1942 and my sister in 1944,” according to Richard, Mary’s son. 

The pages following are filled to the brim with poems, odes, salutes, and letters to the editors, 

poems, and editorial cartoons, plus more articles, cut from magazines and newspapers.  

 











3/ Royal Canadian Air Force 
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