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On May 3lst, 1945, at the R.C.A.F. Station Middleton St. George, a cere~
mony took place which was of historic significance to the Royal Canadian Air
Force. This ocoasion marked the départure of 428 (The Ghost) Squadron on the
homeviard flight to Canada to be followed shortly by other Canadian Operational
Squadrons about to undergo a period of further training in preparation for
operations against Japan.

Those Canadians who vere fortunate erough to witness the ceremony will
long remember it with pride. Fifteen Canadian~built Lancaster X's were lined
up ready for take-off and the runveys were lined with hundreds of R.A.F. and
R.C.A.F. personrel as the departing crews received Bomber Command's farewell
message from Air Chicf Marshal Sir Arthur Harris, KCB, OBE, AFC, Air Officer
Commanding-in~Chief of Bomber Command. It would seem appropriate here to quote
a part of his message:-

"You leave this country, after all you have done, with a reputation
that is equal to any and surpassed by none. We in Bomber Command have
always regarded our Capedian Group and our Canadian orews outside the
Group as among the very best. On behalf of Bomber Commend I wish you
& pleasant trip and all suceeéss in future operations."

Air Vice Marshal C.M. ldcBwen, CB, MC, DFC, Air Officer Commanding 6 Group,
replied:-

"To have been able to take part, as an independent entity, in the glorious
battle fought by Bomber Commsnd has been a great privilege indeed. I can assure
you, Sir, that the effect of your dynamic and inspiring leadership has been felt
very deeply not only by me but by every officer and airman of this Group. We
have been very proud to serve under you; we are reluctant to bid you farewell,
The neme Harris will always be, to each of us, a reminder not only of a great
Commander, but also of an outstanding gentlemsn and counsellor noted for his
fairness to and solicitude for his troops.”

This ceremony symbolized the fall of the ocurtain on Act I of No. 6 Group's
wartine activities. In the intermission, before the curtain rises on Act IT in
the Pucific, the opportunity has been taken to revivw, in this short summary,
the history of ‘the Group from its inception in January, 1943, until the German
Surrender in Mgy, 1945.

It is felt that R.C.A.F. aircrew retumning from German prison camps will
be interested to know what transpired in 6 Group during their absence., No doubt
there are many other R.C.A.F. personnel who were 8o preocecupied with their own
duties vhile Phase I was in progross that they had little time or opportunity to
get an overall picture of 6 Group's activities. This summary has been written,
as fer as possible in narrative form, to give such a picture. To present a
reasonably accurate review, a certain amount of statistical material is unavoide=
able. Where possible, the statistios, for those who pay be interested, have been
reduced to a mimimum and placed at the end. They ere largely drawn from "The 6
Group Monthly Summary of Operations" which are very much more detailed.
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